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TO DISCqVER 

THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 

BOOK VII. 

RETURN FROM THE SOURCE OF THE NILE TO GONDAR—TRANS¬ 
ACTIONS THERE—BATTLE OF SERBRAXOS, AND ITS CONSE- 
QtJENCES—THE AUTHOR PREPARES TO LEAVE ABYSSINIA. 


CHAP. I. 

Return from the Source of the Nik by MallJha—-Come to the Houfe of 
Welled Amlac—Reception there-^Pafs the Nik at Delakus—Arrive 
Tat Gondar. 

I T was on'ti^T^ioth of November 1770 wc left Geefh in 
our returnlbvjGondar, and pafled the Abay, as before, 
under the church of Saint Michael Sacala. Wc defeended 
the hill through the wood, crolTcd the river Davola, and 
that night halted at a few huts, called Dcmbea, on the 
north-eaft fide of the entrance of a valley. 

VoL. IV. A On 
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On the nth we continued our journey in our former 
road, till we arrived at the church of Abbo; we then 
turned to the right, our courfe N. by E. and at three quar¬ 
ters paft nine refted under the mountain on the right of 
the valley; our road lay ftill through Goutto, but the coun¬ 
try here is neither fo well inhabited nor fo pleafant as the 
weft fide tjf the Nile. At eleven, going N. N. E. we pafted 
the church of Tzion, about an eight part of a mile diftant 
to E. N. E.; we here have a diftin<5l view of the valley thro* 
%vhich funs the Jemma, deep, wide, and full of trees, which 
continue up the fides of the mountains Amid Amid. At a 
tjuarter pad eleven we pafled a fmall ftream coming from 
the weft, and at twelve another very dangerous river called 
Utchmi, the ford of which is in the midil of two cataraefts, 
and the ftream very rapid; after palling this river, we en¬ 
tered a narrow road in the midft of bruQiwood, pleafant 
and agreeable, and full of a kind of foxes * of a bright 
gold colour. At three quarters paft one we halted at tlie 
houfe of Shalaka Welled Amlac, yrith. whom I was well 
acquainted at Gondar; bis houfe is called Welled Ab<*a; 
Abbo, from a church of Abbo about an eight part of a mile 
diftant. 

I HAVE deferred, till the prefent occafion, the introducing 
©f this remarkable charavfter to my reader, that I might 
not trouble him to go badt to paft tranfiuflions that arc not 
of confequenfce enough to interrupt the threj^i of my nar¬ 
rative. Soon aftcl-'I had. feen part exf the royal family, that- 
“ ' had* 




I fuppofe this to be tbeaninul called Lupus Aureus.; it is near as large as a.svnl^.aa<i. 
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had been infedled, with the fmall-pox, r^eovered, 

and was fettled at Kofcam in a houfe of own, for¬ 
merly belonging to Baiha Eufebius, my friend Ayto Aylo 
recommended to my care a man from Maitfha, with two 
fervants, one of whom, with his mafter, had been taken ill 
of the intermitting fever. As I was fupplied plentifully 
with every necelTary by the Iteghe, the only inconvenience 
that 1 fuffered by this was, that‘of bringing a; df^nger and 
a difeafe into my family. But as 1 was in a drange coun¬ 
try, and every day flood in need of the ailiftance of the 
people in it, it was neceffary that I fhould do my parr, 
and make myfelf as ufeful as pollibJe when die oppor¬ 
tunity came in my way. I therefore fubmitted, and accord¬ 
ing to Ayto Aylo’s delirc, received my two patients with 
the heft grace poflible ; and the rather, as I was told that 
he was one of the mod powerful, refolute, and bed-attend¬ 
ed robbers in all Maitfha ; that he lay direcdly in my way 
to the fourcc of the Nile ; and that, under his protcd:ion, I 
might bid defiance to Woodage Afahel, confidered as the 
great obdacle to my making that journey. 

The fervant was a poor, timid wretch, exceedingly afraid 
•of dying. He adhered dricflly to his regimen, and was veiy 
foon recovered. It was not fo with Welled Amlac; he had, 
as I faid, another fervant, who never, that I faw, came with¬ 
in the door.; but as often as was out attending my other 
patients, or/with the Iteghe, which was great part of the 
morning,Nse^ole a vifit to mader, and brought him 
.as much raw hydromcl,'and fpirits, a.«, more than 

once, threw him into a fever and violent delirium. Luckily 
1 was early informed of this by the fervant that was reco¬ 
vered, and who did not doubt but this was tp end in his 

A s ‘ mader’s 
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it very probably might have done; bar, 
by the interpofition of Ayto Aylo and the iteghe, we got 
the unworthy fubjetSt baniflicd to Maitflia, lb that Welled 
Amlac remained attended by the fervant who had been hek 
with him, and was to be trullcd. 

Not to trouble the reader with uninterelling particulars, 
Shalaka ’'fi^elljed Amlac at laft recovered after (everal weeks 
illncfs. Wlfen he firft came to my hoiife he was but very in¬ 
differently cloathed, which, in a fick man, was a thing not 
to be remarked. As he had no change of raiment, his 
deaths naturally grew worfe during the time he llaid with 
me; and, indeed, he was a very beggarly fight when his 
difeafe had entirely left him. One evening, when I was 
remarking that he could not go home without kiffing the 
ground before the Iteghe, he faid. Surely not, and he w as 
ready to go whenever I[lliould*think proper to bring him his 
cloaths. I underftood at firfl from this, that he miglit 
have brought fomc change of cloaths, and delivered them 
into my fervant’s cullody ; but, upon farther explanation, I 
found he had not a rag but thofe upon his back; and he told 
me plainly, that he had much rather flay in my lioufe all 
his life, than be fo difgraced before the world, as to leave it 
after fo long a flay, without my firft having cloathed him 
from head to foot; afking me, with much confidence. What 
fignifics your curing me, if you turn me out of your hotlfe 
like a beggar ? 

I STILL thought there was fomctliing of jeft in this ; and 
meeting Ayto Aylo that day at Kofeam, 1 told him, laugh- 
ingj of the converfation that had pafTed, and was anfwcrcd 
gravely, ** There is no doubt, you muft cloath him *, to be 

furc 
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furc it is the cuftom.” “ And his fervanr, too i'Kfaid y’ Cer¬ 
tainly, his fervant too; and if he had ten feWants that 
ate and drank in your houfc, you mofl: cloath them all.” 
“ I think, faid I, Ayto Aylo, a phylician at this rate had 
much better let his patients die than recover them at his 
own cxpence.” “ Yagoube, fays Aylo, I fee this is not a cuf¬ 
tom in your coimtry, but it is invariably one in this : it is 
not fo among the lower fet of people; but if you Will pafs 
here as a man of fome degree of confequence, ylfii cannot 
avoid this without making Welled Amlac your enemy; the 
man is opulent; it is not for the value of the cloaths, but 
he thinks his importance among his neighbours is meafur- 
cd by the refpe»5t fliewn him by people afar off; never fear, 
he will make you fome kind of return, and for the cloaths 
I fliall pay for them.” “ By no means, faid I, my good 
friend; 1 think the anecdote and cuflom is fo curious that 
it is worth the price of the cloaths; and I beg that you 
would believe, that, intending to go through Maitfha, I con- 
fidcr it as a piece of friendfliip in you to have brought me 
under this obligation.” ** And fo it is, fays he: I knew you. 
would think fo; you are a cool difpafftonate man, and walk, 
by advice, and do not break through the cuftoms of the 
country, and this reconciles even bad men to you every 
day, and fo much the longer fliall you be in fafety.” 

The reader will not doubt that I immediately fulfilled' 
my obligation to Welled Amlac, who received his cloaths,. 
a girdle, ancN», pair of fandals, in.all to the amount of about 
two guineas, witnih^ fame indifference as if he had been buy¬ 
ing them for ready money. He dien aiked for his fervant’s 
cloaths, which were ready for him. He only faid he thought 
they were, too good, and hinted, as if he fhould take them 

for. 
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for ule when he went to Majtfha. I then carried 

him ne^^^wefifed to the iteghe, who gave him llrk^ injunc¬ 
tions to take care of me if ever I fhould come into his hands. 
He after went home with Ayto Aylo, nor did I ever know 
what was become of him till now, when we arrived at his 
houfe at Welled Abca Abbo, unlefs from feme words that 
fell in difeourfe from Fafil at Bamba. 

\ . . 

Shalaka Welled Amlac was, however, from home, but 
his wife, mother, and lifters, received us kindlv. knowing 
us by report; and, without waiting for our landlord, a cow 
was inftantiy llaughtered» 

The venerable miftrefs of this worthy Welled 

Amlac’s mother, was a very Hour, cltcarful woman, and 
bore no figns of infirmity or old age : his wife v. a ., on tJic 
contraiy, as arrant a hag as ever atftt d the part on the 'higc; 
very atftive, however, and civil, and f'peaking very trdcjaMe 
Amharic. His two lifters, about fixtten or feventeen, were 
really handfome; but Fafil’s wife, who was there, was the 
moft beautiful and graceful of them all ; Ihe fecir.ed not 
to be pall eighteen, tall, thin, and of a very agreeable car¬ 
riage and manners. The features of her face were very re¬ 
gular; Ihe had fine eyes, meuth, and tectli, and daik-brown 
complexion ; at fiift fight a call of melancholy feemed to 
hang upon her countenance, but this foon vaniflred, and flic 
became very courteous, chcarf ul, and moft convcrliblc of 
the whole, or at leail feemed to wifli to be fo; for, unfor¬ 
tunately, llie fpoke not a w ord of any.Kinguagc but Galla, 
though Ihe underftood a little Amliaric ; our converfation 
did not fail to give great entertainment to the whole family^ 
and for her part, £be laughed beyend all meafure. 

I Tas 
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The two had been out helping my fcrwinits ili dif- 
pofing the baggage ; but when they had pitched my tent, 
and were about to-lay the mattrefs for fleeping on, the el- 
deft of thefe interrupted them, and not being able to make 
herfelf underftood by the Greeks, flie took it up and threw 
it out of the tent-door, whilft no abufc or opprobrious names 
were fpared by my fervants; one of whom came to t^ll me 
her impudence, and that if they underftood her, Jftic faid I 
was to deep with her this night, and they believed we were 
got into a houfc of thieves and murderers. To this I an- 
fwered by a lharp reproof, deftring them to conform to 
every thing the family ordered them. T faw the fair nymph 
was in a violent paflion; Ihe told her tale to the matrons 
with great energy, and a volubility of tongue paft imagina¬ 
tion, and they all laughed. Faill's whfe called me to fit by 
her, ai.tl began to inftrutft me, drolly env'xtgh, as they do 
chddi-a, bur of wliat fire faid I had not nie finalleft guefs. 
I endeavon vd always to repeat her iaft words, and this oc- 
cafiouod anotlicr vehement luugli, in whicli 1 joined as» 
heartily as any, to keep up the jpke, for the bencllt of the. 
coiiipany, as long as poiiibte.. 

iMMi’-DiATrLY aftci' tlii.s Welled Amlac arrived, and 
brought us t1\e difagreeable news, that it was impoftible to 
proceed to the ford of the Abay,^ a.> two of the neighbour¬ 
ing Shums were at variance ubuut their reljpeflivc cliftri<lfts,, 
and in a daw or two wauilci decide it bv blows, i he ‘faces' 
of all our conlpavions fell at thcf'e news but as I knew the • 
man, it gave me littTc trouble, as I fuppofed the meaning to. 
be, that, if we made it wortli while, he would accompany us. 
hrmfclf, and in that cafe wc fliould pafs vitithout fear; at 
any rate, 1 well knew that, after the obligations I had laid! 

him- 
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him hndejf^at Gondar, he could not, with the re¬ 

ceived ufages of the country, if it was but for his own re¬ 
putation’s fake, fail in receiving me in the very beft man¬ 
ner in his power, and entertaining me to the utmoil all the 
time I was in his houfc. 

Sat^isfied that I underfiood him, he put on the moll 
clicarful countenance: another cow.was killed, great plenty 
of hydrohiel produced, and he prepared to regale us as fump- 
tuoully as polTible, after the manner of the country. We 
were there, as often before, obliged to overcome our repug¬ 
nance to eating raw ilclh. Shalaka Welled Amiac fet us 
the example, entertained us with the llories of his hunting 
elephants, and feats in the Ia«l wars, moftly roguilh ones. 
The room where we were (which was indeed large, and 
contained himfcl^ mother, wife, fillers, his horfes, mules, 
and fervants, night and day) was all hung round with the 
trunks of thefe elephants, which he had brought from the 
neighbouring Kolfa, near Guefguc, and killed with his own 
hands, for he was one of the boldeft and bell horfemen in 
Abyfllnia, and perfcv'lly mailer of his arras. 

This Polyphemus’s fcall being linilhed, the horn of by dro- 
mcl went brilkly about. Welled Amlac’s cldcll filler, whofe 
jiame was Melei5lanea, took^^ a particular charge of me, and I 
began ip find tlip hecelliry pf retiring and going to bed while 
I was able. Herethe former llory came over ag^ i; the invari¬ 
able cullpm of all Mairlha'and the counti;)"bf the Calla, of 
efiabliUung a rciationlhip by fleeping with a near of kin, was 
enlarged upon ; and, as the young lady herfelf was prefenr, 
and prefented every horn of drink during this polite dilpute 
concerning her perfon, I do not know wlicthcr it will not be 

3 ' . , thought 
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thought a greater breach of delicacy to have refufed thaa to 
have complied 

But yhat fuccefs Vanefla met 
Is to the world a fccret yCt; 

Can never to mankind be told. 

Nor fhall the confcious mufe Unfold. 

I 

Fyc upon the confcious mufe, fays lord Orrery; and fye, too, 
fay Ia man of honour and gallantry fhould not permit 
himfelf fuch a hint as this, though the Red Sea was between 
him and his miftrefs. 

It was impoffible to deep; the whole night was one con¬ 
tinued llorm of thunder, rain, and lightning; the morn¬ 
ing was clearer, and my people very urgent to go away; 
but I had flill to fettle with Zor Woldo, who had been kept 
by his miftrefs, Falil’s wife, notwithftanding his mailer’s or¬ 
ders, till he had told her the whole circt^llances of our ex¬ 
pedition, and made her laugh heartily at the oddity of our 
fentiments and cudoms. * I'his flie repaid to him by plen¬ 
tiful horns of mead and bouza, as alfo large collops of raw 
meat, wliich made him a very eloquent hiftorian; whether 
or no he was a faithful one, 1 cannot poffibly judge. 

After having fettled with him to his perfctSl fadsfatflion, 
and cancelled entirely the memory of fome difagreeable 
things pafTct^ he confgncd us very folemnly to Ayto Aylo’^ 
ferv^ant, in prciCif'^c of Welled Amlac, and had taken his 
leave, w'hen a very line white cow was brought to the door 
of the tent from Fafil’s wife, who infifted, as a frieiid of her 
hulhand, that 1 would day that day for her fake; and I ftiouid 

VoL. IV. B either 
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cither team her my language, or flie wQuld teach me Galla; 
'the party was accepted as fooa as itibrniftg ^tvas- 

and cool, nor had lift night*^ lIBatlon any way difor- 
dcred .my llotnach.- IStrateS liimfel:^' thmigii afraid of Wel- 
ied;Amiiici and exceedingly exafpcratetl at the impndent hc- 
haviour,as,he called it, of Metedtanea^ was, however, a little 
pacified at the ^pfoarh of the-white cowi Brother, fays he 
to Micliael,. We have nothing to do with people’s manners 
as long as they are civil-to tls :• as to^this houfe, there is 
ho doubt hut the men are robbers and murderers, and their 
women wh—es ; but if they ufe us well while we are now 
here, and we are fo lucky as to get to Gondar alive, let the 
devil take me if ever 1 feek again to be at Welled Abea 
Abbo. It was agreed to relax that day, and dedicate it to 
'Therborizing, as alfoto the fatisfying the curiofity of our fe¬ 
male friends, by anfwcnng all their quertions ; and thus 
the forenoon pad!ed as agreeable as pollible. 

■Welleu-Amlac; a-great hunter, had gone with i..v; 
earli^ to a neighbouring thicket on horfeback, armed with 
lanoes^ in fearch of venifon; though we certainly did not 
want provifions. We in a few minutes raifed two bohur, 
a large aninrilal of the deer kind, and each purfued his beafl; 
'mine had not run 400 yards before I overtook him, and 
pierced him with my pike ; and the fame would have hap¬ 
pened probably to the other,-had not Welled Amlac’s liorfc 
put his fore-feet into a fox’s hole, which threw him and 
his'ridef headlong to the ground; he was.hot, however, 
burfifeutt rofe very gravely, and defired me to return; it 
bedh'g a rule amoaig thefe people, never to perfill when 
any; thihg uxifca^riiiiate falls out in the beginning of a 
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Ov9. Compaq wsts wysif ^ur fonn^ laaii* 

lord at Goutto,.wtee we were ql)%«d to Wolcb’* 
ge?n for di&ov^ing the cow that was hid. We fat doi^ra 
chearfuUy to dinner. Welled Amlac’f fall liad tiot foiled 
his appetite | I think he ate cqujil tp foin: wdinary men. I» 
for the moll part, ate the venifon, which wa? made into an 
excellent di£h, only too much. ftuSed with all kind of fpices. 
Fafil’s wife alone fcemed tp have a very poor appetite, not- 
withftanding her violent hts of laughter, and (uatward ap¬ 
pearance of chearfulnefs. A melanchply gloom return¬ 
ed upon her beautiful face, that fcemed to indicate a 
mind not at cafe. She was of a noMe family of Galla, 
which had conquered and fettled in the low cp^untry of Ka- 
rea. I wondered that Fafil her hulband had not carried 
her to Gondar. She faid her hulband had twenty o^er 
wives befides her, but took none of them to Gondar; 
which was a place of war, where it was the cudom to mar- 
t^e wives of their enemies that they had fbi ced to fly, 
Fafil will be married therefore to Michael’s wife, Ef- 

ther. I could not help being ftartled at this declaration^ re¬ 
membering that I was here lofing my time, and forgetting 
my word of returning as foon as pollible; but we had, for 
many months, lived in fuch conftant alarms, that it was ab- 
foliucly as needful to feize the moment in which we coujd 
jrepofc our mind, as to give rcil^to the body. 

In the afternoon wc diftributed our proems among the 
ladies. Fafll’s wife w'as not forgot; and the beautiful iMe- 
lc(5fanea was covered with beads, handkerchiefs, and ribbands 
of all colours. Fafll’s wife, on my lirft requell, g^ve me a 
Jock of her line hair from the root, which has ever hnee, 

B 2 and 
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ikid at this day does lia^end a of an otmce and 

half at the ir^ex of my dbree^ieet quadrant. 

*rHa nfe*t monufig, die 13th of Movemberi havn^ fettled 
dur ace9unt with out holfci tre fet out from the hofpitable 
houfe of Shaialta, Welled dmlac, after having engaged, by 
ptomlfei to'fhc ladies, that we i&oidd pay them foon ano- 
the:^ vifit. ' Out landlord accompanied us in perfon to the 
fbtd, and^by this, and his readinefs to fhew us what he 
thought worthy- of our curiofity, and by his care in^afcer- 
taining for us the diftances and fimations of places, he gave 
us a certain proof he was well contented, and therefore that 
we had nothing to fear. 

We had both nights heard the noife of cataracHrs, and we 
thought it might be of the Nile, as we were in fadt but 
five miles from the fecond fmall catara< 5 k at Kerr, which 
lay W, S. W. of us. We were informed, however, in the 
morning, that it wate the found of falls in the river Jemma, 
neaf whofe banks thil houfe is fituated. We fet out at eight 
o’clock, the hills of Aroofli bearing north ; and at half paft 
eight we came to the ford of the Jemma, which is ftrong, 
rugged, and unewn.. 

The Jemma here comes from the eafl; its banks are mofl 
beautifully ihaded with acacia and other trees, growing as on 
the well t>f the Nile, that is, the trunks or Hems of the trees 
at a difiaiKe, hut the tops‘touching each other, and fpread- 
ing broad.’ Though growingto no heiglit, thefe woods are 
full of game of different kinds, moflly unknown in Eu¬ 
rope. The bohtir.h here in great numbers ; alfo the Buffalo, 
though not fo frequent. Whoever fees Richmond hill has 

an 
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am the jt^anJu of Jamma^ jmd.tlie c^untxf e«ft 

it, with all that addkion tb^t^ ealberi). amd happier trhmate 
can give it; for the rains had: tiowcea£ed, and everf hitl 
was in dower ; the fun indeed was imt, bm a condamt 
and frefli breeze prevented its being feh near the river. The 
heat in this country ceafes> in she the ino« 

ment we pafs from the fun to thc.j£badelint none of 
thefe hot winds or violent redctStiohs which we h^ fuffered 
in Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, both the eftalU df the Eed 
Sea. . . 

There are two cataracts lower than this ford of the Jem¬ 
ma, the firft about 300 yards below the ford, and ano|]^hf 
larger, fomething about half a mile; it is not, however, mom 
than fevcn or eight feet high, perhaps, about iniiiji^y 
broad, and the fhcet of water is not entire, but is 
ted in many places, it falls, however, into a 
bafoii above 400 yards fquare, and very deep, i».wh.im f»td 
large fifli in great plenty, but no crocodiles ; near ^re 

there any feen, as I have heard above the thisd 
nor confiderably below, when, after having toUr ^ 

Gojam, it again turns northward towards its fouroe^. The 
Gomari, however, often comes to the mouth of 0 e 
efpccially when the firft rains fall; the CKK:cKli|| 
require a warmer climate. h * ■ 

After having fatisfied our curiofiry as ^ the Jemnia, I 
began to reproach thofc that were with me about the pa¬ 
nic which they fclt*the night before; thefe werte, a Greek 
of Gondar, Strates, and three others, my iervants, whom I 
brought from Gairo. “ You fee, faid I, wh^ dang«;f there 
is Welled Amlac is with us upon a mule, without a lance 
4 or 
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.0;Jbikldt and oi^y twn, naked , liim; did not 

I tell what wais i^g^mcaniiig;o^.,..db^. news ?’* Thoiugh 

^h^was fp{dceninaian<gnagen£wiuchit; was impaililiileAiii- 
lac c^j^.krKJW a^ffllaWe, yet he iirefcii^y apprehended in 
part wiuit I'WqnM £iy. "1 fee» fays he, you believe what 
I told. you^M .flight be falfe, and invi^nted only to get 
from you a.iprefipnt;;! hut you fhall fee^ and if this day we 
do not.meei Welled Aragawi and his Ibldiers, you are then 
in the right; it is as you imagine.”—“ You do me wrong, 
^id 1, and have not underAood me, for how fliould you. 
Thofe white people believe too well all you told them, and 
are only apprehenfive of your not being able to defend us, 
b^g without arms and followers. All I faid was, that where 
you were,armednr unarmed, there was no danger.”—“True, 
fays he, you are now in Maitlha, and not in my coun¬ 
try, whieh is Goutto; you are now m the woril country in 
all Abyffinia, where the brother kills his brother for a 
loaf of, bread, of which he has no need: you are in a 
country of Pagans, or dogs, Galla, and woi le than Galla ; if 
|5v^ you meet an tldmm here, he is a llranger ; all that are 
natives die by the lance young; ami yet, though thelc two 
chieftains I mentioned tight to-day, unarnted as I am, (as 
you well .^iid) you arc in no tianger while 1 am witli )ou. 
Thefe pj^pAe of Jdaitflia, Ihiir up between the Jemma, the 
Nile, aijd the,lake, have no where but from the Agows ro 
get what they want; they come to the fame market with 
tisjbere inri^uitO;; the folds of the Jemma, they know, are 
in m.y hands; ,mad did they olTer an in jury to a fnend of 
mine, weie it but to whiftlc as he pafletl them, they know 
I am not jgcndi^; though not a Galla, they are lenlible, 
one day or othefi l fbould call them to account, though it 
ivjei:e in the bed-chamber of their maAer Paiil.” 
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‘‘Your maftcr, Wdled Amliii, kave, C* 

* Yes, urine tcio, fliall twe my 

mailer by indirtltioi^ltfecle^^^ E?hk, He 

calls me his brmher, aiid brieves his'fnetiii Yon (kW 
one of his wiv^^, whom he leaves at my honfe, liatft 
night, but I hope jftiU to fee him and his Galla flatigh- 
tered as the cow in my honfe Was yefterday;** ** t am 
furprifed, faid I, yonr honfe was ijpaTedi. Jmd * ritat Ras 
Michael did not bum it in cither of his paffages through 
Maitiha.”—In 1769, replied he, I was not with Fafil kt Fa- 
gitta, and the Ras pafled the Nile above this fur beyond the 
Keki; after which I returned with him to Gondar. In Gin- 
bot*, Faiil informed us that Amhara and Begemdef were 
come over to him. When then aU Maitiha joined Fafil, I went 
with my people to meet Michael at Derdera, as I knew he 
mull pafs the Nile here oppofice to Abbb, and Begemder 
and Amhara would then.be behind him, or elfetry to crofs 
at Delakus, which was then fwollen with rain, and nnford- 
able: but apprehenfive left,. marching Hill' Mgher'Up ’ 
along the Nile to find a ford, he might burn my.honfe in 
his way, I myfclf joined‘him the night before he knew of 
Powuflen’s revolt, and he had it then in contemplation to 
burn Samfccn. The next morning was that of- his retreat, 
and he chofe me to accompany him acrofs the Nile,Hill con- 
fidcring me as his friend, and therefore^ perhapS,Jbe would 
have done no harm to my houfe.”—So it was you, faid I, 
that led us that day into that curfed clay-hok,,which yon 
call a ford, where fo many people and beafts Were maimed 
and loll ?”—^Hc replied, “ It was Fafil’s fpies that firft peffuad- 

ed. 
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"cd toa to pHiife there?, Kerr. I kept him. to the place 
wfeeie ybu paflfed; yoo fea^ ^l^ri&cd ut Kerr, This, 

to he fuire, was noth goi^ ait all except in 

fummer, unkfs by fwiraming ; hut Co many men erofling 
had made it Rill worfc ; befides, do you^rmiember what a 
ftorm itwaS a ii%ht of rain ? O Lady Mariam, al¬ 

ways a virgin, itid 1, wh 3 e they ftruggled in, the mud and 
clay. O holy Abba GuMmt Menfus Kedus, who never ate or 
dfarnkfromhismothei^s womb till his death,willyou not open 
the earth, that all this accurfed multitude may defeend alive 
into hell, like Dathan and Abiram ?”—A kind and charitable 
prayerI thank you for it. Welled Amlac, faid I; firft, for 
carrying us to that charitable ford, wdicre, with one of the 
flrongeft and abfell horfes in the world, I had nearly pe- 
.riflied-and, fccondly, for your pious wiih, to dii'pofe of us 
out of the regions of rain and cold into fo warm quarters in 
company with Dathan and Abiram !” 

“ I nrn not know you was there, fays he; I heard you 
had ftatd at Gondar in order to bring up the black horfe. 
J ihw a white pcrlbn* With the Ra's, indeed, who liad a good 
iianjar ami gun, but his mule was weak, and he himfclf 
ibemed fick. As 1 returned I could have carried him off 
in the ni^r, but I faid, perhaps it is the brother of Yagoube, 
myfrienkiandipiiyfician ; he is white like him, and for your 
fake 1 1 ^ him. I was much with you white people in the 
dmn^ Kafinau Eflite.”—•“ And pray, faid I, what did you 
after we pafied the Abay ?”—“ After I faw that devil Ras Mi¬ 
chael liWKJr, laid Welled Anilac, I returned under pretence of 

affiding 


^ Tbi) was Fraoclfco. who was lick. 
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aflifting Kefla Yafoiw *licrj5, ^uija,^b^i»g joiaed l?y all my 
people, we fell upon the flxaggl^^rs whewtvef we found them. 
You know what a day'o^ rain it was; wc took 17 guns, i z 
liorfes, and about aoo mules and ai^s laden, and fb return¬ 
ed home, leaving the r^ to FaflJ(^il|^ if he had been a man, 
fliould have cut you all to pie^^thc day after.”—“ And 
what did you, faid I, with thefe fhagglers whom you met 
and robbed; did you kill them “ Wc alw^iiys kill them, 
anfwered Amlac; wc fpare none; we never do a man an 
injury, and leave liim alive to revenge it upon us after; but 
it was really the fame; they were all fick and weak, and the 
hyjena would have liniflied them in the morning, fo it was 
jult faving thc^ fo mticli fuffering to kill them outright 
the night before ; and I afTure you, Yagoubc, whatever you 
may think, i did not do it out of malice.”—^From this con- 
verfation one may fufliciently guefs what fort of a man Wi¬ 
lt'd Amlac was, and what were his ideas of mercy. 

We pafled the church of Kedus Michael at half after 
nine, on the roa<l to our riglit. At nine and three quarters 
our eourfe was N. by W. and, at a quarter after ten, wc paf- 
fed ihc (’oga, a large river. At three quarters paft ten our 
eourfe was n^)Uli. We pafled the church of Abbo a quar¬ 
ter of a mile on our right, 'i’he country, after we had croJOt 
t d the Jemma,\vas much Icfs beau riful than before. At twelve 
our couife was N. by Vv'. and at half pail twelve tl\c church 
of Mariam Net, 200 yards to the Icrt; and here wc forded the 
fniall river Amlac-Ohha. Every flep of this ground put us 
in mind of our dlfai’’..wus campaign in May; and we were 
nowpafTing dirc( 5 lly in the trat'^t of the ever-memorable re¬ 
treat of KciLi Yafous and the rear of theNJsab|y. At a quar¬ 
ter after one wc halted at a fmall village of low houfes, as it 
Yoi.. IV. C * were 
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■ ’ am telling 

ttuth'or W^led Aiugawi; if he is 

her^ Ui hom^^ 11 &a'«fe fe^ivieil faw a niim- 

lier of Wiaiitdcl^ laden’witl^^ of bcMza and hydrpmel, and 
alked where they were going. They faid to their mailer 
at DdiakuSy who waited there to prevent Welleta Michael 
of KQegwafla from palling the riven Our Greeks on this 
Began to relapfe into their panic, and to wilh we were again 
at Well^ Abea Abbo. At three quarters paft one wc con¬ 
tinued our journey to the north, and palled a river, called 
Amlac-Ohha, larger than the former: it comes from the 
eaft, and, half a mile further, receives the other llream al¬ 
ready nientiofted. The fun was now burning hot. At three 
o’clock we halted a quarter of an hour ; and, beginning to 
detbend'gently, an hour after this we came to the banks of 
the fa.w the two combatants, Welleta Mi¬ 

chael and Welled Afagawi, exadlly oppofitc to each other, 
the firll d« the Well the other on the call fide; they had 
flcttled all their’ dilTerenccs, and each had killed Icveral 
kitic for thCBofelves /and friends, which w'as all the blood 
ibed fhat'’day!i 

' The N^e is here a confiderahlc river; its breadth at this 
quarters of an Englifli mile; the current 
is Where deep you fcarcw can perceive it flow; 

it by S. and W. S. W. and at the ford runs 

call 4nd Welhi^lii banks on the call fide were very high 
and fteep; and oh the weft, at the firfl entrance, the bot- 

* tom 



tom is foft aad tad, tine Tisra«crfcrtl|r 3fiwa|j?u^^ a l^lf deep, 
bur above another foot^ which wc.<)i*jk xp^elay. I cried to 
Welled Amlac, while he was leading my mule acrofs, that 
he Ihould not pray to his faint that never eats, as at the 
paifage of the JetW^a in May. anfwemd Ipwly to 

me, Do you think fhefe thieves would have Icf you pafs if 
1 was not with you? My anfwer was, Welleta Michael 
would, not have fecn me wronged ’; I faved Jus life, he and 
every body knows it. 

We gained with difliculty the middle of the river, where 
the bottom was firm, and there we relied a little. Whilfl: 
wc were wading near the other fide, we found foul ground, 
but the vyatcr was fliallow, and the banks low and eafy 
to afeend. "rhe river fide, as far as wc could £^, is bare 
and defti til tc of wood of any kind, only bordered with thifiles 
and high grafs, and die water tinged deep with red earth, 
of which its banks arc compofed. This palTagc is called 
Dclakus, and is paflablc from the end of Oftober to the 
middle of May. Imniedii^tcly on the top of the hill afcxnd* 
ing from the i iver is the fmall town of Delakus, wliich gives 
tins fold its name; it extends from N. E. to N. N* E. and is 
moic coniidcrablc in appearance than is the generality of 
thelc fmall towns or villages in Abyflinia, becaufe inhabited 
by Mahometans only, a trading, frugal, intelligent, and in- 
duflnous people. 

Our conduiSlor, Welled Amlac, again put us, in mind of 
the fcrvice he had rcndy.red us, and wc W'erc not unmindful 
of him. He had been received with vijrygnt^t rcfpcil by 
the callcrn body of combatants, and it,^incredible wdth 
what expedition he fwallowcd near a poun4 of raw flpfii 

. C 2 cut 
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cut from the bttttDciet of the> iaukimal yet alive. Aftct* 
fame hoitos of hycbxmty^ he <ha <3 paijfed to the other fide, 
where he was^ eeceh^ wuh ftill more a^ecAion, if polEble, 
by Welleta Michael and there he began again to cat the 
raw meat with an appetite as keen as if he had failed for 
whole days ;^he the*t jCoMgned us to Ayto Wclleta Michael, 
his friend and mine, who fhmifhed us with a fervant to con- 
du( 9 : us on our way, while he himfclf remained that night 
at the ford among the combatants. He advifed us to ad¬ 
vance as far as poflible, for all that country was deftroy- 
cd by a malignant fever which laid all wallc beyond Dcla- 
kus. 

We left the ford at a quarter paft five in the evening, and, 
purfuing wr journey north, we pafled the fmall town of 1 >c- 
lakus, continuing along the hill among little fpots of brufli- 
wood and fmall fields of com intermixed At half pail fix 
pa^dthe riverAvola. At half paftfeven crollcd another,fwift- 
nmning jflrcam, clear and fhallow, but full of flippery Hones. 
A^ three quarters after feven we alighted at Googue, a con- 
fidcrable village, and, as it was now night, wc could go no 
farther; we had already fcVcral times miftaken our way, 
and loft each other in the dai'k, being often alfo mired in 
a fmall plain before wc palled the lafl river; but our 
guide had heard the orders of his mailer, and pullicd on 
briikly. 

Wa foun 4 .the people of Googue the mod favagf’ and un- 
hofpitablc we had yet met with. Unon tto account would 
they fufifer us %o enter their houfes, and we were obliged 
to remain ;i|firbout, the greatefl. part of the niglu. At lall 
they carrib'cl us to ahoufc of good appearance, but refufed 

abfoluiply 
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abfolutely op:pg^^ otf^rfc^aa*!j as 

we had not jl>e ^cdmentt'It'iad 

rained violently in wi^ Vi>W4B all wet. "We 

contented ourfdyet t^c 

middle of tlie ^ufe» we biii^ing |ill hign^ as 

well for guard, as foy 4l^^, tbouj^ #B little 

knew at the time tliat idcads of 

faring our lives ; for ift the tnprniBg we found the whole 
village lick of the fever, and two iSaiilies had died onto# 
the houfe where thcfe people had put us : for my own part, 
upon hearing this I was more affrighted than for Welled 
Aragawi and all his robbers. Though We^" and wet, 1 had 
flept on the groimd near the fire fix whole hours ; and, tho* 
really well, I could not during the day perfuade myfelf 
there was not fome fymptom of fever upon me. My firft 
precaution was to infufc a dofe of bark into a glaJ^ of aqua- 
vitaj, a large horn of which we had with us; we theti 
burnt frankincenfe and myrrh in abundance, and fuirriig^ 
ted ourfelves, as pra< 5 lifed at Mafuah and in ArStbia. ih' 
the morning we repeated our dofe of bark' and fumigafidh. 
Whether the bark prevented the difeafe or not, the aq^avitse 
certainly llrengthened the fpirits, and was a medicine to the 
imagination. 


Thk people, who faw the eagernefs and confidence With 
which we fwallowed this medicine, flocked abdut us de¬ 
manding alfiftance. I confefs I was fo exafperated with their 
treatment of us, and cfpecially that of lodging tts in thein^ 
fe< 5 led houfe, that I conftantly refufed them their fcfqueft,, 
leaving them a prey id their diftemper, to teach them ano¬ 
ther time more hofpitality to llrangers. ^ 


This 
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Tnii fever prevaikd ia Abyflinia in aU low grounds and 
piams,' iieig®fboUifiood of all rivers 'wdaich run in val¬ 

leys ; it is itally a malignij»t tmiaaa, which, however, has 
lb many f&tvm and iitodes of intermillion that it is impoffi- 
ble lor one not Of the Faculty to defiiribc it. It is not in all 
places equally dangerous, Ifut on the banks and neighbour¬ 
hood of tlw;-Tacaa:zd% 4 s particularly fatal. The valley 
where that river runs is. very low and fultry, being full of 
large trees. In Kuara, too, it is very mortal; in BclclTcn 
and Denlhca lefs fo; in Walkayt it is dangerous ; but not 
fo much in Tzegade, Kolia, Woggora, and Waldubba. Tt 
does not prevail in high grounds or mountains, or in pla¬ 
ces much expofed to the air. This fever is called Nc- 
dad, or burning; it begins always with a fhivering and 
headach, a heavy eye, and inclination ro vomit; a violent 
heat follows, which leaves little intermilTion, and ends ge¬ 
nerally in death the third or fifth day. In the lalt flagc of 
the diftemper the belly fwells to an enormous fizc, or fomc- 
times Immediately after death, and the body within an in¬ 
fant fmells moft infupportably; to prevent whiph tbeybuiy 
the corpfe immediately after the 'breath is out, and often 
within the hour. The face has a remarkable yellow ap¬ 
pearance, with a blackifh caft, as in the laft flagc of a drop- 
fy or the atrophy. This fever begins immediately with the 
fun-fhine, after the firfl rains, that is, v\hile there arc inter¬ 
vals of rain and fiin-fhinc : it ceafes upon the earth being 
thoroughly foaked in July and Augufl, and begins again 
in September; but now, at the beginning of November, it 
finally ceafes everywhere.* 

iwr 

Thb country about Googue is both fertile and plcafant, 
all laid out in wheat, and the grain good. They were now 
I in 
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in the midft of their harveft, but there were fome places, eo 
which the water could be conduced, where the corn was 
juft appearing out of the ground. Firun Googue we have 
an extenfive view of the lake Tzana» whilft the mountains 
of Bcgemder and Karoota, that is, all the ridge along Fog- 
gora, appear diftin< 5 lly enough, but they are funk low^ and 
near the horizon. 

On the 14th, at three quarters paft feven in the morning, 
wc left the iiihofpitable village Googue ; our road lay N. 
by W. up a fmall hill, . At half paft eight we crofted the vil¬ 
lage of Azzadari, in which runs a fmall river, then almoft 
ftagnanr, of the fame name. At three quarters after eight, 
the chvirch of Turcon Abbo, being a quarter of a mile to 
our right. At three quarters after nine we pafled^^the river 
Avolai, conung from N. W, and which, with all the other 
ft roams above mentioned, fall into the lake : from this be¬ 
gins Dcgwaftli. At half paft ten wc refted half an^ hour. 
At eleven continued our Journey N. by W. and, at half after 
eleven, entered again into •the great road of Bur^, by Kelti. 
All the country from Go 'guc ,s bare,unplcafanr, unwhole- 
fome, and ill-waiore l. Thofc fev^ flrearas it has are now 
flancling in poolb, and arc j)robably ftagnant in January and 
February. The people, too, arc more mifcrable than in any 
other part of Maitflia and Gout to. 

As wc are now leaving Maitlha, it will be the place ta 
fay fomeching concerning it in parcicular, Maitftia is either 
proper, or what is call.;,’- fo by extenlion. Maitftia Proper is 
bounded on tlie weft by the Nile, on the fouth by the ri¬ 
ver Jemma, dividing it from Gourto; and, on the other 
fide of Amid /nnid, by the province of Daniot; on the fouth 

by 
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by Gojam ; on the eaft and north by the Abay or Nile, and 
the lake: this is Maitfha proper; but by exienfion it com¬ 
prehends a large tra( 5 l on the weft fide of the Nile, which 
begins by Sankraber on the north, and is bounded by the 
Agows on the weft, comprehending Atchefler and Arocdli 
to the banks of the Nile. This is the Maiiiha of the botiks, 
but is not properly fo. 

Maitsha is governed by ninety-nine Shums, and is an 
appendage of the office of Berwiidct, to whom ir pays two 
thoufand ounces of gold. Tlic people arc ougiiially of 
thofe Galia weft of the Aba)-. Yaf'ms tlieCnat, wlun ar 
war with that people, wdio, in maii}- yircceding reigns, bad 
laid wafte the provinces of Gt^jani arid Damta, am’ elpi cial- 
ly Agow, when Jte palled the /\bay found tl | at 

variance among tliciulelves ; anti tiieking, svbo w.n- evt t)- 
where viclorious,being jiancd by theweakcll,advaiiec<l t-oNa- 
rca, .and, on his return, tranlpumted thefe Gulia into Maitfha, 
placing part of them along the Nile to guard the pailes. 
His fuccefibrs at dili’erent tintes lollowetl his example; 
part they fettled in Maitlha, and pair along the haidts td' 
the Nile in Damot and Gojiin, u licie beitig conAcrted to 
Chriftianity, at Icaft to fueh (’.h; ilrianity as is profeilcd in 
Abyflinia, they have incrcal'ed exceeding!)', and amcninted, 
at leaft before tlie war in to 15,000 men, of whom a- 

bout 4000 are horfeinen.' 

The capital of Maiiflia is lhaha. Tlicrc Is here a houfe 
or fmall caftle belonging to the kitig. ’1 lie town is one of 
the largeft in Abyllinia, little inferior to Gondar in lize or 
riches, and has a market every da)-; this is gtAcrned by an 
officer called lb,aba Azage, whole employment is worth Cco 
3 ounces 
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outices of gold, and is generally conferred upon the princi¬ 
pal perfon of Maitflia, to keep him firm in his allegiance, 
as there is a very confidcrablc territory depends upon this 
office. The country round Ibaba is the mofl. pleafant and 
fertile, not of Maitflia only, but of all Abyflinia, efpecially 
that part called Kollela, between Ibaba and Gojam, yiierc 
the principal Ozoros have all houfes and poficffions, called 
Goult or Fiefs, which they have received from their refpec- 
tive anceftors when kings. 

Though Maitflia be peculiarly the appendage of Betwu- 
det, and governed by him, yet it has a particular political 
goveriinieiit of its own. The ninety-nine Shums, who arc 
each a diftint^ family of Galla, chufe a king, like the Pa- 
gun GaHa, every feventh year, with all the ceremonies an¬ 
ciently ohferved while they were Pagans ; and thefe gover¬ 
nors have much more influence over them than tho King 
or Betwudet; fo have they (in my time at leaft) been in a 
corxflant rebellion, and that has much Icficned their num¬ 
bers, wliich will not noW amount to above 10,000 men, 
Ras Michael liaving every where deftroyed their houfes, 
and carried into Davery their wives and children, who 
have been lold to the Mahometan merchants, and trans¬ 
ported to Mafuah, and from thence to Arabia, 

At twelve o’clock, Guefgue was to tlic right, three OT 
four, perhaps more miles ; and the very rugged mountain 
Cafercla, broken and full of prccip’ires, on our right, at a- 
bout 12 miles diflancc; tlicy rife from Kolia. Guefgiie, 
which, though the language and race be Agow, is not com¬ 
prehended in the government of that country, but generally 
goes with Kuara. At a quarter paft one we arrived at the 
Vox,. IV. D houfe 
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houfe of Ayto Welleta Michael* at DegWafla, after entering 
into a country fomething more pleafant and cultivated than 
the former. The village of Degwaila is but fmall; it had 
alfo been burnt in the late war ; it is pleafantly fituated on 
a hill fourh of the lake, about 3 miles diftance, and is fur- 
rounded with large wanzey-trees ; we were but ill-rcceivcd 
at this village, notwithftanding the promifes of tRe mailer 
of it at the palTage of the Abay, and we found thefe people 
Icarccly more hofpitable than at Googue. I his village is a 
little out of the road, to the right. We had travelled this 
day live hours and a half, or little more than ten miles.. 

On the 15th of November, from DegwalTa we entered 
Gonzala, immediately bordering upon it: heavy rain pre¬ 
vented our fetting out till noon. Gonzala is full of villages, 
and belongs to the queen-mother. At a quarter after one we 
paired a large marlh, in the midft of which runs a fmall ri¬ 
ver which here falls into the lake. We relied here half an 
hour; and, at three quarters pall one, we entered the great 
road which we had pafled to the left in going to Degwada. 
At two o’clock we came diil to a diftiiufler view of the 
lake, as alfo where the river enters and goes out; it appears 
here to enter at S. W. and go out at N. E. and is dillant about 
eight or nine milcj?. At three quarters pad two, we arrived 
at Dinglcbcr, having this day travelled only two hours and 
a half, or five miles. 

* 

On the i6th we left* Dinglcbcr at feven o’clock in the 
morning ; it was very hot; and, a little before we came to 
Mcfcalaxos, in a dripe of land, or peninfula, wliich rims out 
into the lake, wc halted a diort time under the lliadc of 

fomc 
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fome acacia-trees. ‘Here wc faw plenty of water-fowl, and 
fevcral gomaris. Afmall river crofles the road here, and 
falls into the lake: and, at one o’clock in the afternoon, wc 
continued our journey, and overtook a troop of Agows, who 
were going to Gondar, laden with honey, butter, and un¬ 
tanned hides. I'hey had with them alfo abotit 800 l^ead of 
cattle. Thefe people accuftomed to ilic road (though hea¬ 
vily laden) go long jouniies ; they had at this tinijjj 50 miles 
to make by nine o’clock in the morning of the i8th, and 
it was now the 16th, pall one o’clock. 

A Shower overtook us foon after palling Mefcalaxos, and 
forced us to take refuge in fome fmall huts near rJic laJtc, 
called Goja, where wc remained. TJie inhabitants of this 
and the neighbouring villages fpeak falalha, the langu igc 
anciently of all Dcmbea, which, as has been already obferved, 
in moll of the plain country, has now given place to Am- 
haric. Here we faw two gomari come out of the lake and 
enter the corn, but fpcedily, upon the dogs of the villages 
attacking them, they ran and plunged into the water ; wc 
coultl not have a diilindl view of them, nor time enough to 
dcfign them, but they were very diHercntfrom any draught 
wc had ever feen of them. The head feemed to me to 
rcl’cmblc that of a hog more than of a horfe. We had this 
day travelled lix hours and a half, or about thirteen miles. 

On the I yih, at a^uarter pad Icvcn, we left Coja. At one 
o’clock wc haired at Sar Olilia, after a journey of live hours 
and a half, or about eleven miles ; and on the i8th, at half 
pad fix, left Sar Ohha. At three (]uarrci- pad feven we palled 
the river'J’alti, and athalfpaf eleven halted at Abba Abram, 
near the church, .under a la-:.;'C laira-trcc. At one, con- 

D 1 tinned 
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tinned ourjourncy,andata quanerpaft two arrived at Ke-*- 
mona. 

On the 19th of November, at feveiti in the morning, we 
left Kemona, and going conftantly without flopping by 
Chergij^ and Azazo, I fent my fervants and baggage on to 
Abba Samuel at Gondar, where they arrived at one o’clock 
afternooi^ and finilhed our long-proje<flred expedition, or 
journey, to the fountains of the Nile, having, in our re¬ 
turn home, made as it were the chord of the arch of our 
former journey, or about ninety-three miles, with which 
we found %ur points, as fettled by obfervation, did very 
nearly agree. 

Two tilings chiefly occupied my mind, and prevented me 
from accompanying my fervants and baggage into Gondar. 
The firft was my defire of inflantly knowing the ftatc of 
Ozoro Efther’s health: the feeond was, to avoid Fafil, till I 
knew a little more about Ras Michael and the king. Ta¬ 
king one fervant along with me, I left my people at Azazo, 
and turning to the left, up a very craggy, ftcep mountain, I 
made the utmoft diligence I could till 1 arrived at the gate 
of Kofeam, near two o’clock, without having met any one 
from Fafil, who was encamped oppofitc to Gondar, on the 
Kahha, on the fide of the hilhfo tliat I had palled obliquely 
behind him. He had, however, fcen or heatd of the arrival 
of my fervants at Gondar, and had lent for me to wait up¬ 
on him in his camp; and, when he was informed I had 
gone forward to Kofeam, it faid he had uttered fomc 
words of difeontent. 


I WENT 
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IwENiftraight totheltegW’s apartment, but was not ad¬ 
mitted, as (he was at her devotions. In eroding one of the 
courts, however, I met a Have of Ozoro Efther, who, in- 
llead of anfwering the queftion I put to her, gave a loud 
(hriek, and went to inform her miftrefs, I found that prin- 
cefs greatly recovered, as her anxiety about Fafil had chafed. 
She had admitted him to an audience, and he had commu¬ 
nicated to her the engagement he was under to her. huf- 
band, as alfo the condud he intended to purfuc in order 
to -keep Giifho and Powuflen from taking any cffedual 
meafurcs which might fruftrate, or at lead delay, the relio- 
ration of the king and arrival of Ras Michael. 


I , .'Jiffi i ff 'Eiw j 
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C H A P. IL 

TaJiCs infidious Behaviour—Arrival at Gonditr—King pnjjrs the 
ze—Jtegbc and Sociniosjly from Condor. 

1 SHALL now refumc the liiftory of AbyfTmia itfclf, fp far 
as I was concerned in it, or had an opportunity of know'- 
ing, and this I fhall follow as clclcly as pollible, till 1 begin 
my return home through thofc dreary and hitherto un¬ 
known deferts of Sennaar, though not the mod entertain¬ 
ing, yet by far tlic mod dangerous and mod didicult part 
of the voyage. 

It w'^as about the 2otli of Otflobcr tliat Woodage Afahcl 
came with a drong bv)dy of horl'e into the neighbourhood 
of CJondar, and cut off all communication between the 
capital and thofc provinces to the fouthward of it. This 
oci afioncd a temporary famine, as his troops plundered all 
thofc they met on the road carrying provilions to the mar¬ 
ket. At fil'd he refufed to tell what his real errand was; 

4 bur. 
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but, a few days after, having pafled the low countiy of Dem- 
bca, he took poft at Dingleber, on the road to Maitlha and 
the country of the Agows, and then he declared his only in¬ 
tention in coming was to join Fafil, then marching to Gon- 
dar at the head of a large army ; nor was the caule of that 
great army, nor the rcafon of Fafil’s coming, fo fuflkientiy 
known as to free any party entirely from their apprehen- 
lions. 

Sanuda, who filled the ofllce of Ras, and the reft of that 
party, endeavoured to determine Afahcl to enter Goudar, 
and pay his homage to Socinios, now king; not doubting 
but his example would have the cfre( 51 : of making others do 
the like, and that fo by degrees they might colle< 5 l troops c- 
iiough to make Michael refpeft them, fo far at leaf! as to de¬ 
fer for a fcafon his march from Tigrc. They prevailed, in¬ 
deed, fo far as to engage Afahel to enter Gondar on the 28th 
of October, the day that we left it; fo, by a few hours, and 
his taking a low road that he might plunder the villages in 
Dembea, we mifl'ed a meeting of the moft dangerous and 
moll difagrecablc kind. After having made his ufual pa¬ 
rade, and palled his cavalry in review before Socinios, he had 
his public audience, where he faid he came charged b}" Fa- 
lil to declare that he was ready to fet out lor Gondar, and 
bring wnth him that part' of the revenue due to the king 
from the provinces he commanded, provided he had a man 
of fufllcient iruft to leave in his Head at home; that there¬ 
fore he prayed the king to appoint himWoodage Afahel to 
command in the provinces of Dainot, Maitfha, and Agow, 
in his abfcnce. 


At-TER 
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After, die many promifes and engagements Fafil had 
jnade and brokra, without ever afligning the fmalleft rea- 
Ibn, it may be doubted whether Socinios believed this fair 
tale implicitly; but his prefent intention being to gain 
.Woodage, it little fignified whether it was ftridlly true or 
not ; he therefore received it as true. Faiil’s requeft was 
granted to the full; and this robber, twenty times a rebel, 
bred Up in woods and dcferts, in exercife of every crime, 
was appointed to a command the third in the kingdom for 
rank, power, and riches ; and, what was never before feen, 
the king went out of his palace to Deppabye, the public 
market-place, to fee the circle of gold, called the Ras Werk, 
put upon his head ; this, with the white and blue mantle, 
invefts him with the dignity of Kafmati, or lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral of the king, in the province given him. 

A I.OW man, fuch as Afahel was, could not rclift the ca- 
reffles of his fovereignii; he w'as entirely gained ; ami, in re¬ 
turn, made privately to Socinios, and a few confidents, a 
communication of all he knew, which their natural impru¬ 
dence, and private previous engagements, afterwards made 
public. The fubftance of this confidence was, that peace 
had been made and fwoi n to, in the moft folemn manner, 
both by Mjchael and Fafil; tliat they were to reftore the 
king, Tecla Haimanout; that they were, by their joint 
means, to effeifl, if pollible, the ruin of Guflioand Powuflcn, 
governors of Bcgemdcr and Amhar^Falil was to enjoy the 
poll of Ras and Betwudet, artd to dil^fc of the govemraent 
of Bcgemdcr and Ambara to his friends ; Ras Michael was to 
content himfclf with the province of Tigrc, as%e then en¬ 
joyed it, and advance no further than tlie river Tacazze, 
where he was to deliver the king to Fafil, and return to his 
a province. 
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province. Sanuda was, in the mean time, to appear as 
Ras by the connivance of Falil and Michael; and, if he 
faw the people of the Iteglic’s party refolved upon eledling 
a king, he was to take care to choofe fuch a one as would 
loon prove himfelf incapable of reigning, but fill the va¬ 
cancy in the mean time, and prevent the cle< 5 lion from 
falling upon a worthier candidate from the mountain of 
WcchnL\ Fafil, on his part, undertook by promiles and 
propofals, and occafionally by the approach of his army, 
to frighten and confufe the Iteghe, and prevent a good un- 
derllanding taking place between her, Gulho, and Powul- 
fcn. I'hc laft article of this treaty was, that no more lliould 
be laid of Joas the late king’s murder, but all that tranf- 
aclion was to be buried in eternal oblivion. This peace, 
Afahel had laid, was made by the mediation of WelJcta Sc- 
luJle, nephew of Ras Michael, whom we have often men¬ 
tion ^'d as having been taken prifoner by Fafil at the battle 
of Limjour. 

Tins dircovcry,dangcroirs as it might have been in other 
rimes and ciicumftances, from the wcaknefs of the prelent 
government, )tad no confetjiicnccs Inirtful to any conccnicd 
in it. Sanuda, who was not prefent when Afahel revealed 
the fi cret, afl'c^lcd to laugh at it as an improbable faftion; 
and though this whole Ichemc of treachery was confirm¬ 
ed part by part, yet it was I'o deeply laid, and lb well fup- 
ported, that, even whcn’dirco\cred, it could not be preveut- 
xrd, till, fiep by llcp, it was carrietl into execution. 

was encamped at Paniba, as we have already 
meiuioncd ; he liad dil'chargcd all thofc favage (Valhi 
that he had brcaight front the other fide of the Nile. 

Vox.. iV. E 
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As foon as he had heard in how favodrablc a manner Wood- 
age Afuhcl had been received, he decamped, taking with 
him 400 horfe and 600 f'oor,all chofen men, from Maitfha and 
Damot, and with thcl'e he advanced, by foreedmarcheSjtoCion- 
dar, where he arrived the 2d of November, to tlie furprife of 
the whole town and court, for he had already fo often pro- 
iiiifed, and fo often broken his word, that no])ody pretended 
to guefs more about him till they aediially law liiin arrived. 
'I'har fame evening he waited on the queen, where he made 
a fliori vifit ; he paid a Hill fliortcr to the king, and no 
bufincfs palled at cither of thefe meetings. 


Tiir king, Socinlos,was ntjw more tlian ever confinnctl 
in the belief of Alahel's information, l.iccaufo, notwitliHaiid- 
ing that J-alil knew perfefily his neceilitics, and that bn 
leven ) cars he had not paid a farthing to rlie revenue, he 


flill had not brought either payment, or prefent of any fort; 
and, inHcad of comirtg with a large army to give battle to 


Ras Michael, he arrived as iti peace with feaicc a body guard; 
and, what leemcd to put the mutter beyond all doubt, the 
very night of liis arrival, upon coming from his audience, 
he let Wellcia fclalle at liberty, and font him to 'figre to liis 
uncle Ras Michael, loaded with many prefents, and with 
every mark of refpe^t. There were, however, about lSocI- 
nios lome people of wdfdom enough to eounfel him to take 
no notice of this behaviour of faiil, which feenicd to favour 
flrongly of defiance; and he was ^vife enough for a fliort 
lime to lollow their advice. As lie liad, by fair means, 
gained ^\’oodagc Afahcl,lic thought be might, by purfuing 
the fame condiuif, fuecced with I’alil alfo. 
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In die morning;, therefore, of the 3d of November, with¬ 
out uttempting further difcuflion, proclamation w^as made 
rliar I'afil was Ras and Beewudet, governor of Damot, Mait- 
ilia, and Agow, and had the difpol'al of all places under the 
king throughout the empire ; declaring allb, that all ap¬ 
pointments that had been made by rhelregheoi himfclf, in 
Falil’s abfcnce, were null and void, to be again filled up by 
Fafil only. Socinios, however, fooh found that he had a 
diilerent Ipirit to manage than that of Woodage Afahel. 
I'alil took him at his word, accepted of the appointment, be¬ 
gan ijirmediatcly to cxorcife his power, and the very firft day 
he gave the pod of Camiba, that is, gm ernor of Dembea, 
to Ayto F.ngedan, nej’ihevv to the ipicen-mother, and Ton to 
K.ii’mati F.fhte, wliom he himfclf had depofed, murdered, 
and I'uccecdcd in the government of Damot and Maitflia ; 
am! Selade barea, brother to Ayto Aylo, lie made Paiamba- 
ras. 'rhefe appoi'itments juft planted th.eking in the dilll- 
cuity that was intended ; for the places had been given to 
Rafmati Sanuda, us a rccompcnce for refigning the polls of 
I’as and berwudet, which^were now conferred upon Faftl; 
and Sanuda, v. lioni Socinios believcil his onl\' Inend, and 
the perl'on that railed liim to the throne, was now left def- 
htute of all employment whatever, bv an aCt. of feeming in¬ 
gratitude llowing h'om the king alone. 

Tin- next day Fafil, purfuing ulie fame line of condiicl', 
appointed Adcra i'acca Georgis, a creature of bis own, Flt- 
Auraris to the king. None of thgfe prclerments Socinios 
could be brought to comply with ; fo that when tbefe no¬ 
blemen came to do homage for their refpeedive places, So¬ 
cinios ahfolutely reliifed to receive them, or difplace Kafma- 
ti Sanuda. This involved ilie king in llill greater dillicul- 

F 2 ties. 
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ties, for he thereby broke his word with Fafil, who had done 
nothing more than Socinios gave him authority to do. On 
the other liand, SclafTe Barea was brother to Ayto Aylo, tlic 
queen’s greateft counfellor and confident; equal to his bro¬ 
ther both in wifdom, integrity, and riches, and in the fa¬ 
vour of the people, but much more ambitious and dcfirous 
of governing, confequently more dangerous when difobli- 
gcd. 

Socinios, who did not believe that Sanuda was treachcr- 
oufly urging him to his ruin, continued obflinatc in reject¬ 
ing Falil’s appointment, and all fell immediately into con- 
fulion. 'I'roops ilocked in from every quarter, as upon a 
iignal given. Ayto Engedan, in difeontent, with a tlioufaiul 
men far down near CJondar on tlic I'iver Mogetch; his bro¬ 
ther Aylo, at Emfras, about 15 miles further, with double 
that number; Ayto Confu, his coufin-german, with about 
600 liorfo, la)' above Kofeam for the protection of Ozoro 
Either, his mother, and the iteghe his grandmother—all 
were in arms, thougli upon the defenlive. 

In tills fituation of things I an ived at Gondar on the 
iQtli of November, but could not i'ee the queen, who had 
retired into her apartment under piciencc of cievotion, luiira¬ 
ther from difgufl and melancholy, at feeing that every thing, 
however the contrary might be intended, feemed to con- 
fpire to bring about the return of Ras Mieliael, the event 
in the world llic dreaded moll. I found wiili Gzoro Ijliicr 
the Aeab Saat, Abba Salama, wdio, as we have already ob- 
ferved, had excommunicated her uncle Kafmaii Lihic% and 
afterwards com rived his murder, and had alio had a very- 
principal lliare in that of Joas hiiiifelf. it was lie thai la.il 

laid 
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faid had fcnt to him to dcfirc that I might not be allowed 
to proceed to the head of the Nile, and that from no other 
reafon but a hatred to me as a Frank, We l>owed to each 
other as two not very great friends, and he immediately 
began a very dry, ill-natured, admonitory difeourfe, ad- 
drefTed, for the greateft part, to Ozoro Either, explaining to 
her the mifehief of fufl’ering Franks to remain at liberty in 
the country and meddle in afl'airs.' I interrupted him by 
a laugh, and by faying. If it is me, father., you mean by the 
word Frank, I have, without your advice, gone where I in¬ 
tended, and returned in fafety; and as for your country, I 
will give yn^u a very handfomc prel'ent to put me lately 
out of it, in any direction you plcafe, to-morrow—tlic Ibon^ 
cr tlie better. 

At this indant Ayto Confii came into liis motiter’s 
apartment, catight the lafi; \vords which I ha<l faid, and alked 
of me, in a very angry tone of voice. Who is he that wiilus 
you our of the country ?—“ I do, fmccrely and heartily, faid 
1, Ibr one ; hut what you lj.ill heard was in confe(]uencc of a 
friendly piece of advice that Abba Salama here has been 
giving me.”—“ Fatlicr, father, lays Confu, turning to liini 
very’^ llernly, do you not think the meafure of y’our goovd 
deeds is yet near full ? D ) you nor fee this place, Kalina:i 
Fibre’s houfc, furrounded hy' the troops of my lather Mi- 
chat 1 , and do you Hill think yourlclf in fifety, Vvbcn y’ott 
have lb lately excommunicated both the Kutg and Has ? 
Look you, fays he, turning to his. mother, what dogs the 
people of this country are ; that Pagan there, w.ho calls 
hiinfelf a i.lu iilian, did charitably recommend it to Falil to 
roh or murder Y.igouhc, a llranger ofi'ending nolx cly, when 
he got him among his Ualia in Damoi: this did not fuc- 
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cccd. He then pcrfuadctl Wooda^c Afahel to fend a party of 
robbers from Sanifeen to intercept him in Maitflra. Coque 
Abou Barea himfelf told me it was at that infidel's dc- 
firc that hc’fent Wellcta Selalfc of Ouefgue with a party to 
cut him oir, who milled him narrowly at Degwaff'a; and 
all this for what ? I fhall fwear they Ihould not have found 
ton ounces of gold upon him, except Fafd’s prefent, and 
iltat they dared not touch.”—“ But God, faid Ozoro Efllicr, 
law the integrity of his heart, and that his liands were 
clean ; and that is not the cafe with the men in this coun- 
iry.”'—“ And tlicrcfoie, faid Confu, he made Fafil his friend 
and protetflor. Woodage Al'ahel’s party fell in wdili an 
-orticcr of Wellcta Yatous, who cut them all to pieces 
while robbing fonic Agow'S.” Tlicn rifing up from the 
place where he was fitting at his mother’s feet, with a raif- 
ed voice, and countenance full of fury, turning to Ahba ba- 
lania, he faid, “And 1 , too, am now nobody ; ahoy ! a child ! 
a mockery to three fuch I’agan infidels as you, raid, and 
Abou Barca, ix'caule Ras Miclnicl isaw^ay!”—Says the Acab 
■Saat, with great compofurc, or wjthom any I'ecming anger, 
“ Y<111 ai'C excommunicated, Confu ; you are cxcoinniuni- 
catv.(l if you fay 1 am Iniidcl or I'agan : 1 am a (;hrii*!aTi 
pried.”—“ Apritll of rite devil, fin s t oiifu, in a great ]ial'- 
fion—wine and women, giuttony, lying, and tlrunkcnnefs 
—ihe!'c arc your gotls ! Away 1 fays lie, putting Ids hard to 
Ids kidi'e: by Saint Mielurel 1 I'wear, ten days lhail not pals 
before I teach both Cotjuc Abou Barca and \a>u your duty 
Ciomc, Yagouhe, eomc apd fee nty horfe:;; wlien 1 liaveiuit 
a good man upon each of them wo lhail togiilu r Irmt 
your cnciides to Sennaar.” lie fwang f/ iil;, out ci the 
door, and 1 after him, and leit Ahiui I'ai.mn d'i’ g \eiili 
•fear, as Ozoro Eflhcr told rue aficrwauis, fir ^ ’ ,o 


iii^r 
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her, as he went out,. Remember I did not excommunicate 
him. 

I LEFT Confu with liis liorles and men ; and, though it 
was now late, I went to the camp to pay my compliments 
to Falil. Having no arms, 1 was vciy much molclled both 
in going and coming, under various pretences; I was after- 
w’ards kept waiting about half an hour in the camp witlt- 
out Iceing him ; he only fent me a mellage that he would 
lee me on the morrow. However, we met fcveral Iriciuis 
we had feen at Bamba, and from them we learned at Ien::rrh 
wdiat we fliortly had heard from Ayto Confu, tliar Woxiago 
Afahcl had fent a party to intercept and rob us ; and it was 
that party which was called the live Agows, who had palled 
f'afir.s army the night after we left Kelti o They told us 
that the Lamb laid they were Agows, not to alarm us, bur 
tint lie knew very well who they were, and wlxat was theit 
errand ; and tliat, the night after he left us, he got upon 
their track by information from three country men whom 
they Itad robbed of iomc^honcy, furrounded tliem, and, in 
the morning, had attacked them well of Gcelli,and, though, 
mferior in number, liad llaiii and wounded the whole par¬ 
ty as dextcroully as he had promifed to us at our kill in¬ 
terview. 


I SENT a frnall prefent to our*friend the Lamb, in token 
of gratitude to him, and delivered it to three people, that I 
might be lure one of them would^ not Ileal it, and took Fa- 
ftl’s guarantee to fee it delivered; but this was upon a fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing clay. I refolved to remain at Kofcam in the houfc 
the Iteghe had given me, as it was eafy to fee things w^erc 
drawing to a crilis, which would inevitably end in blood. 

It was not till the 23 d of November I firfl faw the Iteghe. 
She fent forme early in the morning, and had a large break- 
fall prepared: Ayto Confu and Ayto Engedan were there; flie 
looked very much worn out and indifpofed. When I came 
full into her prefence, I kneeled, with my forehead to the 
ground. She put on a ver)-^ ferious countenance, and, with¬ 
out defiring me to rife, faid gravely to her people about her, 
“ There, fays flie, fee that madman, who in times like ihefc, 
when we ilic natives of the country arc not fafe in our own 
lioufes, ralhly, againft all advice, runs out into the fields to 
be hunted like a wild bcall by every robber, of which this 
country is full.” 

She then made me a fign to rife, which I did, and kiffed 
her hand. “ Madam, faid I, if I did this, it was in confc(]uence 
of the good lell'ons your majefty deigned to give me.”—“ Me! 
fays Ihc, with I'urprifc, was it I that advifed you, at fucli a 
time as this, to put yourfclf in the way of men like Cotjue 
Abou Barea, and Woodage Afalicl, to be ill-ufcd, robbed, and 
probably nturdered ?”—“ No, faid I, Madam, you certainly 
never did give me fucli advice; but you mull own that 
every day 1 have hc^aixl } ou fay, when you was threatened 
by a multitude of powerful enemies, that you was not 
afraid, you w'as in Cod’s hands, and not in theirs. Now, 
Madam, Providence has hitherto protected you: I have, in 
humble imitation of you, had the fame Chrillian confidence, 
and I have fucccedcd. 1 knew I was in God’s hands, and 
therefore valued not the bad intentions of all the robbers 
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in Abyflinia.”—Madam, fays Ayto Confu, is not Guefguc 
yours ? does it pay you any thing ?” 

“ It was mine, fays the queen, while any thing was niune | 
but Michael took it and gave it to Coqtie Abou Barea, and 
fince, it has paid me nothing. Fafil has font for him about 
the affair of Yagoube, as he fays, and has ordered him to 
come in the fame manner that he himfclf is come in pri¬ 
vate; but forbid him to bring his army with him, in order 
that no means of relief may be pofllblc to this devoted 
country.” Larg6 tears flowed down her venerable face af 
faying dicfe words, and fhewed the deep-rooted fear in her 
heart, that Michael’s coming was decreed without poflibility 
of prevention. “ 1 wonder, fays Ayto Engcdan, laughing, to 
tlivert her, if Cotiue Abou Barea is the fame good Chrifliah 
that you and Yagoube are; if he is not, notiiing elfe will 
fave him from the hands of Confu and me; for we both 
want h orfes ar.d mules for our men, and he has good on its, 
and ;u nis too, that belonged to my fatjaer.”—“ And both of 
yoa, lavs the (|ueen, arc-a-rbad men as either Woodagf; A- 
fahel 1)1'Coque Abou Barca.” At this moment the arrival of 
Fafil was announccti, and we were all turned our, andwent 
to hreakfail. I faw him afterwards g ing out of tUc pa¬ 
lace. He fainted me flightly, and feemed much pre-occu- 
pied in mind. He only defued me to come to Gondarnext 
morning, and he would fpcak to me about Coque Abou Ba¬ 
rca ; but this the iteghe refufed to permit me to do, fo I 
remained at Kofeam. 

» ! 

Fasil, although he did not deny that he had liiade peace 

W’ith Ras Michael, yet, to quiet the minds of tl^ people, al¬ 
ways folcmnly protefled, chat, fo far from comiiig to Gondar, 
VoL. IV. F he 
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h)t|ievcr woTild confent to his crofling the Tacazze; and. 

had, with moft people, the delired efFcft; for all Gon- 
darloved TeeJaHaimanouras much astheydeteftedSocinios; 
hj^^he bloodshed, and cruelty .that would certainly attend 
Michael’s coirdtag, made them wilh for any government that 
would free^ them from the terror of that event. On the 
other hand, Socinios; though "how perfectly perfuaded of 
Fafil’s motives, had not deferred his own caufe; he had 
lent Woodagfe, Afahel, fortified with all hiis authority, in¬ 
to Maitflia, in order to raife a commotion there; ordered it 
to be proclaimed to the whole body of CJalla in that pro- 
>|^ice, that if they would come to Gondar, and prevent the 
arrival of Ras Michael, and bring tl^eir Bouco (or feeptre) 
along with them, they’ flioiild have the eleiflion of their 
ofrn governor, and not pay any thing to the king for feven 
years to come ; and, befides^ he had ordered Powuflcn of 
Begemdij^ to endeavour, by a forced march, to furprife l afi], 
thsn at Gondar, attended by a few troops. Mean time, he 
diilcmblcd the bellhecould; but, ashe hadycry Ihrcwdpcc^plc 
to deal with, it was more than probable Ills fccret was carh 
difeavered.. 




EviIry hand being now armed, and all meafurcs taken, as 
far as human forefight could reach, it was impofliblc to dc- 
jfer any longer the coming to blows in fome part or other. 
On the 25d,.ar night, advice was received from Adera Tacca 
Georgis, an officer of Fafil in Maitflia, that he had attack¬ 
ed Wooda^e Afahel, who had collecfled a number of troops, 
and was endeavouring to raifeycommotions; ^and, after an 
obflinatc coiribat, he had defeatedTiira, and flain or wound¬ 
ed moft of bis followers : that Afahel himfelf, wounded 
twice wdfh a knee, had, by the goodnefs of his horfc, cfcap- 
ed^ and joined Powuflcn in Bcgemdcr. 
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45 


THE SOURCE OF THE NIXE. 

These news occafiohedFafil to throw off themalk; he now 
publicly avowed it was his intention to rcftore Tecla 
anout to the throne, and that, rather than fail in it; he would 
replace Ras Michael in all his polls and dighlHes. 
that Socinios was created for mockery only and puMiciy 
afferted, that he was not fon of Yafous,but of one Mercurius, 
a private man at Degwaffa; and indeed he bore nor, in hi« 
features or carriage, any refemblance to the royal family 
from which he pretended to be defeended. g 

Socinios now faw ^at he was from henceforward » 

■ '.V'l 

look upon Falil as an enemy. Orders were accordingly 
given to flint the gates of the paiac^and to ftation a num¬ 
ber of troops in the different co^ts and avenues leading 
to the king’s apartment. No perlbn was to be admitted to the 
king without examination. The drums were beat; and (ga¬ 
llant guard kept; and three hundred Mahometan&|aken into 
Iiis fervice as mulketcers ; amcafurc that gave gmat bflcncc. 

T'.asil had taken iiplu#*fefidence in the houfc which be¬ 
longed to the oflice of Ras,at the other end of the town; 
and, to fliew his contempt for. the king, was very lligJitly 
guaidcd, his army remaining encatoped under tlie palace. 
One thing at this time feemed particularly remarkable ; a 
drum was heard to beat in the houfe where Falil was; 
whereas it is an invariable rufc*, that no drum is fullered 
to beat in the capital any where but in the houle where the 
king relklcs. It was faid that king. Yafous, fecond fon to rhe 
Ircghc, or queen-mother, and father to Joas, had left two 
Ibns by a Have of the queen "j indeed he had lb many by low 
people, that very little care was taken of them, not eveh 
ihat of fending them to the mountain Weehne. One of 

F 2 thel’e. 
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thefe, after the murtfer of Joas, had appeared in Gojam, re- 
fy^^d to try his fortune; but he was apprehended by the 
governor of that province, fent to Gondar, and then to Wech- 
'It was fiid the other was with Fafil, in Gondar; that 
the drum that then beat in Fafil’s houfe announced his 
fpeedy intention of making him king; all was confulion 
wi^iri the palace, but the Ras kept up a ftriil police in the 
town. 

It was then towards the end of November, when, by me¬ 
diation of the Abuna, the Queen, and the itchegue, peace 
was unexpe<Stcdly made between Socinios and Fafil; the 
iafterfwearing allegianec to Socinios as to his only fovereign, 
and the Abuna pronouifcing excommunication upon either 
of them which Ihould become the enemy of the other. 
What was the intention of this farce I never yet could learn; 
for the veiy next day Fafil deprived Guiho and Powuficn of 
their goviiuments of Amhara and Begemder, which was 
an exprefs proof that his intention ftill was to reftore 
Tecla Haimanout. The doors of tfeeJjiing’s palace were again 
immediately lliut, and figns of. hoftilities commenced as be¬ 
fore. 

I WAS dining with Ozoro Either, when a meffengcr ar¬ 
rived from Coque Abou Barca, with a complaint to the queen 
that he was on his march' to Gondar, to pay his allegiance 
to Socinios, and bring him the tribute of his province, when 
he received a meflage from Fafil to return the greareft part 
of his troops ; but that, defiring to he as ufeful as poflible 
in preventing the coming of Michael, he fo far difobeyed 
^at order as to bring with him a confiderable body of 
the beft of his foidiers, fending the reft home under the 

condiuft 
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condudl of WeJleta Sdaile; but that on. the aiStb, early in thue 
morning, he had been luf^rifed by Confu and Enge4|»|^, 
who, without any caufe ailedged, had killed and difperfed 
all his troops, and taken from them all tl;^- lior&s and mul9B 
they could lay their hands on; that they after followed Wel- 
leta SelalK, and had come up with him unawares, juft as 
he entered Guefgu^, had defeated him, and that A)’to Ear 
gedan, in the beginning of the fight, load flain him with 
his own hand, by wounding him in the throat with a lant c 
when ftretching out his hand to parley; after which, tJic) 
had fet fire to nine villages in Guefguie, and givenjfhe pluiafr. 
der to their foldiers.. 

In the mean time Powuften hatftiot difregarded the re- 
queft of Socinios. He had attempted to furprife Fafil, but 
could not pafs Aylo, who was at Emfras, without falling upohf 
him firft, which he did, difperfing his troops with little re- 
fiftance. Upon the firft intelligence of this, Fafil-Aiproclaim- 
cd Tccla Haimanout king; and,flriking his tents, fat down 
at Abba Samuel, a collgj^on of villages about two miles 
from Gondar, inviting all people, that would efcape the 
vengeance of Ras Michael, to come and join him, and 
leave Gondar. From this he retreated near to Dingleber, 
on the fide of the lake, and intercepted all provifions co¬ 
ming to Gondar, wliich occafioned a very great famine, and 
many poor people died. 

Hitherto I had no interctmrfe .with Soeinios, never ha¬ 
ving been in his prefence, but when the Galla, the murtlerer 
of Joas, was tried ; nor had I any rcafon to think he knew 
me, or cared for me more than any Greek that was in Gondai^ 
but 1 had a good friend at court, who waked when I llept, 

and 
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and did not fuffer me to pafs unknown v this was the 
A(%b Saat, Salama, who had inftigated the king, on the 5th 
of December, iii one his drunken fits, to fet out firom the 
palace in the'Jiig|^ attended by a number of banditti, mofl- 
ly Mahometans, to pluridier feveral houfes; he flew one man, 
as it .was faid, with his own hand: among thefe devoted 
hdhfes mine happened to be one, but I was then happily at 
Kofeam. The next was' Metical Aga’s, one of whofe fervants 
.cfcaped into a churchi*.yard, the other being llain. The lead¬ 
er of this unworthy mob was Confu, brother to Guebra 
Mehedim Every thing that could be carried away was 
Rolen or broken; among which was a reflecting telefcope, 
a %arom^ter, and thermometer •, a great many papers and 
Rcetches of drawings, firft torn, then burnt by Confu’s own 
hand, with many ciirfes and threats againfl me. 

V '?■ ■ , 

The next day, about nine o’clock, I had a meflage to 
eome tol^ palace, where 1 w ent, and was immediately ad¬ 
mitted. Socinios W'as fitting, his cyeshalf clofed, red as lear- 
let with lafl; night’s debauch ; ho^^as apparently at iliat mo¬ 
ment miich in liquor; his mouth full of tobacco, fijuirt- 
ing his fpittle out of his UMUith to a very great diflance; 
with this he had fo covCred the floor, that it was with very 
great difficulty I could hufc, a elean place to kneel and 
make my obeifanec. He was drefled like the late king, 
but, in every thing elife, how unlike ! my mind was filled 
with horror and deteftation, to fee the throne on which he 
fat fo unworthily occupied, si regarded him as I advanced 
with the mofl: perfect contonpt: Hamlet’s lines delcribed 
' lllm exactly 

■if - 
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A miirtherer and a villain: 

A Have, that is not twentieth part the tithe 
Of your preceding lord ; a vice of kings ; 

A cutpurfe of the empire, atid.tip;rule, 

That from a fhelf the precious diadem Role 
And put it in his pocket; 

A king of fhreds and pitches- 

* .Shakespearf.. 

It requires fomething of innate royalty to perfoliate a king. 

When I got up and Rood before him, he feemed to. be 
rather difconcerted, and not prepared to fay any thing to 
ine. There were few people there belides fervants, mod: 
men of coufideration having left Gondar, and gone with 
Fafil. After two or three fquirts through his teeth, and .9 
whifper from his brother Ciiremation^ whom 1 had never 
before feen—“ Wherefore is it, fays Tie,,that yj^ who are 
a^m// many do not attend the palace? you were conftantly 
with Teel a Haimanout,tIp exile, or uftirper, in peace and war:' 
you ufed to ride with him, and divert him wdih your tricks 
on horfeback, and, I believe, ate and drank wuth him. 
Where is all that money you got from Rs^ el Feel, of 
which province, T am told, you a^e.ftill governor, though 
you conceal it ? How 4arc you keep Yafine in that govern¬ 
ment, and not allow Abd cljclleol, Who is my Have, appoint¬ 
ed to enter and govern tliat province ?” I waited paiiently- 
till he had faid all He had J;o fay, , and made a flight in¬ 
clination of the head. I anfwercd, “I am no great man, 
even in my own country; one proof of this is my being 
here in yours. 1 arrived in the time*of the late king, and 
I;was recommended to him by his friends in Arabia. You 

aj'c 
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are pcrfcvlly well-informed as to the great kindnefs he did 
all along Ihcw me, but this was entirely from his goodnefs, 
and no merit of mine. I never did cat or drink with him ; it 
was a honour I eould hot have been capable of afpiring 
to. Cuftom has eftabliflied the contrary; and for me, I 
faw no plcafure or temptation to tranfgrcfs this cullom, 
though it had been in my o^ion, as it was not. I have, for 
the moft part, feen him eat and drink; an honour I enjoyed 
in common with his confidential fcrvants, as being an offi¬ 
cer of his hpufehokl. The gold you mention, which I have 
feveral times got from the late King and Ras el Fed, I con- 
ftantly Ipent for his fervice, and for my own honour. But 
at piefent i am neither governor of Ras el Feel, nor have I 
any poft under heaven, nor do I defire it. Yafine, I fup- 
pofe, holds his from ^yto Confu his fuperior, who holds it 
from the king by order of Ras Michael, but of this I know 
nothing. As for tricks on horfeback, I know not whar you 
mean. I have for many years been in conftant pra<^ticc of 
horfemanlhip among the Arabs. Mine, too, is a country 
of horfemen ; and I profefs to havc^attained to a degree not 
common, the management both of the lancc and of fire¬ 
arms; but I am no buffoon, to ffiew tricks. 'I'hc profefiion 
of arms is my birth-right derived from my anceftors, and 
with rhefe, at his defire, I have often diverted the king, as 
an amufement .worthy of him, and by no means below me.” 
—“ The king! fays he in a violent paffion, and who then 
am I ? a fiave ! Do you know, with a ftamp of my foot 1 can 
order you to bfe hewn to pieces i n an in flan t. You arc a 
Frank, a clog, a liar, and a flave! Why did you tell the 
IiCg'lie your lioufe was robbed of 50 ounces of gold? 
Any other king but myfclf would order your eyes to be 
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p-uilcd out in a moment, and your carcafe to be thrown to 
tile dogs.” 

■4 

What he faid was true; bad kings tiavc moil execu¬ 
tioners. I was not, however, difrhayed ; I was in my own 
mind, Granger and alone, fuperior to fuch a ^*all upon a 
throne. “ The Iteghd, faid I, is at.prefent at Koicam, and 
will inform you if I told her of any gold that was flolen from 
me, except a gold-mounted knife which the late king gave 
me at Dingleber the day after the battle of Limjour, and 
which was accidentally left in my houfe, as I had not worn 
it fincc he went to Tigrd” He fquirted at this moment an 
arch of tobacco-fpittie towards me, whether on j)urpofe or 
not I do not know. I felt myfelf very much moved; it rtar- 
r. )\vly mi/fed me. At this inllant an old man, of a noble 
ajipoarancc, w'ho fat in a corner of the room next him, got 
up, and, in a firm tone of voice, faid, “ lean bear this no 
longer; wc fliall become a proverb, and the hatred of all 
mankind. What have you to do with Yagoube, or why dM 
you fend for him ? he walT favoured by the late king, but 
not more than I have fecn Greeks or Armenians in all the 
late reigns; and yet thefc very people confefs, in their own 
country, they arc not worthy of being his fervants. He is 
a friend, not only to the king, but to us all: the whole peo¬ 
ple love liiro. As for myfelf, I ;icvcr fpokc to him twice 
before; \vhcn lie might iiave gone* to Tigrc with Mi¬ 
chael his friend, he flaid at Gondar with us: fo you, of all 
others, have IcaO, rcafon to complain of him, fince he has 
preferred you to the Ras, tho’ yoti have, given him nothing. 
As for riding, 1 wifh Yagoube had juft rode with you as 
much as with Tccla Maimanout, and you fpent as much 
time with him as your predeccllbr did; laft night’s difgrace 

VoL. IV. G would 
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■would not then have fallen upon us, at lead would have been 
confined to the limits of ypur own kingdom; you would 
have neither difobliged Fafil nor the iteghe; and, when the 
diy of trial is at hand, you would have been better able to 
anfwer it, than, by going on at this rate, there is any appear¬ 
ance you will be.” This peribn, I underftood afterwards, 
■was Ras Sanuda, nephew to the Iteghe, and fon of Ras Wel¬ 
led de rOul; he had been baniflied to Kuara in the late 
king’s time, fo I had no opportunity of knowing him. 

All the time of this harangue Socinios’s eyes were mollly 
lhut,and his mouth open, and Havering tobacco; he was roll¬ 
ing from fide to fide fcarccly preferving his equilibrium. 
When Sanuda ftopr, he began with an air of drollery, “ You 
arc very angry to-day. Baba.” And turning to me, laid, “ To¬ 
morrow, fee you bring me that horfe which Yafine fciu 
you to Kofeam ; and bring me Yafine himfclf, or you will 
hear of it; Have aitd Frank as you are, enemy to Mary the 
virgin, bring me the horfe !” Sanuda took me by the hand, 
laying in a whifper,. “ Don’t fearTiim, I am here ; but go 
liorac; next rime you come here you will have horfes 
enough along with you,” He, too, feemed in liquor; and, 
making me a fign to withdraw, I left the king and his mi- 
niltcr togetlier with great willingncfs, and returned to Koi- 
cam to the Iteghe, to^whqm I told what had paired, and who 
ordered me to fi.iy near Ozoro Ellhcr, as in her fcrvicc, and, 
go no more to the palace.. 

At this time certain intelligence was mceived that Ras 
Michael was arrived in Lafia with Guigarr, Shum, or chief 
®f the dan called Waag, once a mortal eticmy to Micliaci, 
though now at peace with him, and ferving him as his con- 
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du(5lor. Tlirougli his country is the only pafTage from Tigre 
to Begcmclcr and BclefTcn, and many armies have pcriflicd 
by endeavouring to force it. Michael and the king now pafi- 
cd under the protedlion of Guigarr, notwithilanding Powuf- 
fen had many parties among the other clans that willicd to 
prevent him. On the 15th of December he forded the Ta- 
cazzc, and turned a little to the left, as if he intended to 
pafs through the middle of Begemder, though he had real¬ 
ly no fuch deftgn, but only to bring Powullen to an engage¬ 
ment. Seeing this was not likely, and only tended to waflc 
time, he purfued his journey ftraight towards Gondar, not 
in his ufual way, burning and deftroying, but quietly, cor- 
rcdling abufes, and regulating the police of the country 
through which he pafTed, for he was yet in fear. 

♦ 

The news of his having pafled the Tacazzc determined 
Socinios and the Iteghc to lly ; and they fet out according¬ 
ly. Socinios diredfed his flight, firft towards Begemder, bur, 
the next day, turned to the right, through Dembea, and 
joined the queen at A:^^o, where great altercations and 
difputes followed between them. The queen had engaged 
the Abuna to attend her, and that prelate had confented, up¬ 
on receiving fifteen mules and thirty ounces of gold, which 
were paid accordingly : But whentlie queen fent, the morn¬ 
ing of her departure, to put the Abuna in mind of his pro- 
mi fe, his fervants floned the Iteghe’s mefifenger, without 
fulTcring him to approach the hoiife, but they kept the 
mules and the gold. The queen .continual her flight to 
Degwallli, near the lake Tzana, and fent all that was va¬ 
luable that flie had brought with her, into the ifland 
of Dck. 
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Ayto Engcdan and Confu were afhancl at the head of 
large parties fcouring the country, at once protecting the 
Iteg'ic, and feciiring as many of thole of Socinios’s pct'plc 
as were thought worthy of punifhmcnt. Sanuda, too, was 
in arms; and, throwing olf the malk, was now aCting under 
the in»niediatc direction of Ras Michael, and had apprehend¬ 
ed many of thofe noblemen of Tigre who had revolted againll 
the Ras, particularly Guebra Denghcl, married to Ras Mi¬ 
chael’s grand-daughter, defeended from one of the noblcft 
houfes in the province, and a man particularly didinguifiitd 
for generofity, opennefs, and affability of manners; and 
Sebaat l^aab and Kefla Mariam, men of great coniiderai ion in 
Michael’s province. Confu and Sanuda having joined, en¬ 
tered Gondar, and took poffcffion of the king's houfe, and 
put a ftop to tl^cfe excell’es and robberies wliich had becoii’c 
very frequent fince the Iteghc s flight. 


ORr day, wltile I was fitting at Kofeam, Yaiinc enter, 
ed the court before the houfe, and, coming into the lot ni, 
fell down and killed the grotiad, before me, alter the 
manner they falutc their fvtperior. He told me b.c came 
from Ayto Confu, who ordered him to do homage to me as' 
ufualfor the province of Ras ci Feel, and that 1 was to come 
to him directly, and go put to meet the king, for fc\cial of 
; his people were already arrived at Gondar. I li nt him l>;u k 
to AytoConfu with my rbfpeClful thanks, (Ik lined accept¬ 
ing of any office till I fliould fee the king^ and, he i)im- 
felf had uara^ the place to bc Mariam Oliln;, I thought it 
,yvas my duty* to flay till he came there. 

, In the mean time the unfortunate Socinios cpntijiucd 
his flight, in company with the (luccn, till they came to 
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the borders of Kilara, her native country. Thole who 
made Socinios a king had never made him a friend. It 
was here fuggcfled, that his prcfcnce would infallibly oc- 
calion a purfuit which might endanger the queen, her 
country, and all her friends. Upon this it was refolvcd to 
abandon the unworthy Socinios to the foldiers, who llript 
him naked, gi^ing him only a rag to cover him, and a 
good liorfe, and with thefc they dilmiiled him to feek his 
fortune. 

After a fliort ftay in Kuara, the queen turned to the 
left towards Bure. All Maitlha aflembled to cfcort her to 
Faiil, while he led her through Damot to the frontiers of 
Gojam, where fhc was received in triumph by her datightcr 
O/.oro V/ellcta Ifracl, and Ay to her grandfon, to whom half 
of that province belonged, and with them fhe relied at 
la'.l in lafcty, after a long and anxious jemrney. 

On the 3ill (»f Dcccmlx'r a meflage came to me from 
Ozoro Ellhcr, deliiing.l would attend her fan Confu to meet 
tho king, as his Fit-Auraris had marked out the camp at 
biariam Ohha; obfcr\ing, that I had a very indiircrenc knife 
or dagger in my girdle, (that whicli I had received from 
the king being llolen, when my houfc was plundered) \vitk 
her own liands die ma.de me a prefent of a magniliccfit 
one, moiinrcd with gold whicli flic had chofen with that 
intention, and laid upon the feat hcfide her. She told me 
file had already^ feiit to acquaint her hiilba»d, Ras Michael, 
how much flic had been obliged to me in his abfence, both 
for my attention to her and her eldcll fun, wlio had been 
icvcral times fick fincc his departure, and that I might cx- 
pc'fl; to receive a kind reception.- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

1tJbe Author joins the Army at Mariam-Obher—Reception there-—XJniT 
verfal Terror on the Approach of the Army—Several great Mat of 
the Rebels apprehended and executed—Great Hardnefs of the Kings 
Hearti 

H aving flill feme doubt about .the propriety of going 
to Mariam-Ohha, till the king had taken poll there, 
I appointed with Ayto Confu to me^ him next morning, 
the iad, in the plain below the church of Abbo, where is 
th^ pafs called Semma Confu, the dangcroxis path, from 
its being always a place where banditti refort to rob paf- 
fcngers in unfcttled times. 

In ray way-through ‘ the town, though the day had 
fcarce dawned, numbers of the king’s fervants, that had 
€ome from Tigrd, flocked about me with great demonflra- 
tions of joy'; and, by the-time I got into the plain below 
Abbo, I had already collected a ftrong party both of horfe 
4 and 
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and foot. This waS not my intention; I had fet out un¬ 
armed, attended only by two Abyllinian fervants on horfc- 
back, but without lance or fliield, and in this manner I in¬ 
tended to prefent myfelf to the king as one of tlic fuitc of 
Ayto Confu: but all my endeavours were in vain ; and I 
faw that, making the beft of my way, and profiting of the. 
early time of the morning, was the only method left to a- 
void increafing my retinue. I mull own the good difpofition 
of thefe people to me, and the degree of favour they report¬ 
ed me to be in, and, above all,. Ozoro Efther's aflliranccs 
had given me great comfort; for fevcral people of no au¬ 
thority, indeed, had propliclied that Ras Michael would be 
much offended at my having thrown a carpet over the 
body of Joas, and at my not having gone to. Tigr^, with 
him. 

* 

I PASSED the three heaps of ftoncs under which lie the 
three monks who were ftoned to death in the tinieiof Da¬ 
vid IV.; and at the bottom of the hill whereon Rands the 
church of Abbo, I was..met by Yafine, and about 20 horfo- 
mcn, having on their coats of mail, their helmets upon their 
heads, and their viziers down; their pikes perpendicular, 
wifii their points in the air, fo that by one motion more, 
placing them horizontally in their reds,, they were p^e-» 
pared to charge at a word. I afked Yafine what was thts 
meaning of hi.>i being in that equipage in fuch hot weathei% 
when there was no enemy ? He replied. It was given him 
in orders from Ayto Confu laft night; and^that, with regard 
to an enemy, tliere was one that had feized the pafs of Sem- 
ma Confu, and obflinately refnfed to let us through, un- 
lefs we forced them. Sure, faid I, Ayto Confu knows, that 
heavy, armed-mcn on horfeback arc not:fit to force paflee 

„ through 
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through craggy mountains, where they may be all killed 
by loliijig Hones upon them, without their even feeing 
tlicir eriemiy. Strange, Hrange, faid I, (fpeaking to my- 
fclf) ^at any party fhould be fo audacious as to take poll 
in the king’s front, at fix miles dillance, and put thcmfelvcs 
beiwet^ him and the capital; I am fure they heartily de- 
ferve tb be cut in pieces, and fo they certainly wilU Where 
is Ayto Confu? It was anfwered by Yafine, That he was 
gone forward to the mouth of the pafs to reconnoitre it, 
and wou*ld meet us there. We marched on accordingly, 
acrofs rlic j>lain, about half a mile; btit I was furprifed to 
fee all my attendants, that I had picked up by the wa}', 
laughing, excepting Yaline’s men, and that none of the 
reft made horic, mule, or gun ready as if they were in dan¬ 
ger; fo that I began now flrongly to fufpc(5l feme trick 
on the part of Gonfu, as he was much given to jell and 
fport, being a very young man. 

'<^ 1 ' 

A LITTLE before we came to the mouth of the pafs, a 
foldier Came to. us and a/lced who wc were? and was 
anfwered, it was Yafine, Ayio Confu’s fervant at Ras cl feel. 
'To , which it was replied, he knew no fuch perfon. He 
was fcarcely gone wlien another arrived with tire fame que- 
Ylipn. I l>eg»n to be impatient, as the fun was then growing 
^cry hot; and anfwered. It was Yagoubc, the v. hitc man, 
the k-ihg’s fiTcnd and feiwant. I was again anfwered, No 
fuch perfon could pafs there. The third time, being inter¬ 
rogated by one whom 1 ‘knew to be Ayto Confu’s fervant, 
Yafine anfwered, it is Yagoube, the king’s governor of Ras 
el Feel, with the Have Yafine, the moor, come to do the king 
homage, and to die for him, if he commands, in the midll 
of his enemies. “We ’W'cre anfwered. He is welcome ; upon 
3 which 
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which the ferrant, going back, brought a drum, and beat 
it upon the rock, crying, as in a proclamation, “ Yagoubc 
is Governor of Ras cl Feel, Commander of the king’s black 
horfc, Lord of Gcefli, andGcntleman of the king’s bed-cham¬ 
ber.” Here this farce, the contrivance of Ayto Confu, end¬ 
ed. With him were many more of the king’s fervancs, my 
old actjuaintances, and we all fat down by a fpring-^tdl, 
under the fhade <^f the rock, to a hearty breakfall 
ed for us by 6zor§ Efther. . ’ , 

After this was finiflied with a great deal of chearful- 
nefs, and being ready to get on horfeback, we faw a man 
running towards us in great fpeed, who, upon his arrival, 
afked us where the king was, and if we were his Fit Aura- I 
ris ? I'o tins we made him no anfwcr; but, laying hold of j 
him, obliged him to d'dare his errand. He fa id that he' 
was a {'ervant ot Negafle Ras Mahomet, of Dara, who had* 
apprehended Avto Coafu, brother of Guebra Mehcdin, of 
whom 1 liave fpoken at large, (never for any good) and that 
he h:nl birjught him adorlg with him. This mifereant, 
whom wo had found out to be the principal aiflor and per- 
fuarlcr of the robbery of my houfe, while in a drunken frolic 
with the wretched Soeinios, was now in his way before the 
king, where, if all his delinquency had been known, 
he would inlallibly have loft his eyes, his life, or both. He 
was nephew to the keghe, as has Tbeen already mentioned, 
foil to her brother Baflia Eufebius, and confequcn^coufin- 
gennan to Ayto Confu himfclf, whti, w’ith great diffidence, 
aiked me if 1 could pardon his coufin, and allow him to be 
delivered out of Mahomet’s hands, which, ill as be deferved of 
me, 1 very readily complied'with; fori wouldnot for the world 
VoL. IV. H . have 
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have had it thought that I was the occafion of his death, after- 
it had been fo often faid, though falfely, that I had been thc- 
caufe of that of his brother. Mahomet delivered him to 
Confu and me, without hefttation, and promifed not to com¬ 
plain to Ras Michael; but he threatened,, \i ever again he 
fell into his hands, that he would certainly put him to 
death, which well faw would not be very difagreeable 
to al^y of hisr relations, provided it happe|^d in the field, or 
any other way than hy the hands of aphblic executioner. 
Ayto Confu, however, infilled upon bringing him otir, and 
corre< 5 lihg him. publicly, though he was by ten years the 
younger, of il>e two;, and the wretch was accordingly fe- 
vcrcly whipt with wands, and delivered after to a fervant 
of Ozoro Efther^s' to condu< 5 l him to fome fafe place, where 
he might be oiitof the reach of. Ras Michael, at leaft for a 
time. 

We now got on horfcback, and having ordered Yafinc 
and his foldiers to difarm, we all went in the habit of peace, 
with-joyful hearts, to meet the king, who was already ar- 
rived.at Mariam-Ohha, and was encamped there fince aboutr 
eleven o’clock that forenoon. 

My firR'bufinefs was to wait on Ras Michael, who, tho* 
very bufy, admitted me immediately upon being announ- 
ecd. This was a-compliment I was under no necelfity of 
paying -btin, as the king’s fervant; but I was refolved to 
take nothing upon me,* but appear in all the humility of a 
private ftranger,. Tliis he quickly perceived, fo that, when 
he faw me approaching near him to kifs the ground, he 
made an efrort>as if to rife, which he never did, being lame, 
nor.ccmld do without help;., firetching out his hand as if ro 

prevent 
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prevent me, repcateti the wor4$ in a hurry, be he gadr^ 
or, for God’s fake don’t, for God’s fake don’t. However, the 
compliment was paid. As foon as I arofe, without defiling 
me to lit down, he alkcd aloud. Have you feen the king? I 
faid. Not yet. Have you any complaint to make againfi any¬ 
one, or grace to afk? I anfwcred. None, but the continuance 
of your favour. He anfwcred, I’hat I am furc X owe you4 
go to the king. I took my leave. I had been joftled and 
almoft fqueezed to death attempting to enter, but large 
room was made me for retiring. 

The reception I had met with was the infallible rule 
according to which the courtiers were to fpeak to me 
from that time forward. Man is the fame creature every*, 
w'here, although different in colour: the court of London 
and that of Abyllinia are, in their principles, one. I then 
went immediately to the king in the prelencc-charaber. flis 
larged tent was crowded to a degree of fuffocation ; I re- 
folvcd, therefore, to wait till this throng was over, and was 
going to my own tent, whith my fervants pitched neax that 
t)f Kefla Yafous, by that general’s own defirc, but before I 
could reach it 1 was called by a fervant from the king. 
Though the throng had greatly decreafed, there was ftill a 
very crowded circle. 


The king was fitting upon an ivory dool, fuck as fire re- 
prclentcd upon ancient medals ; he had got this a pre- 
fent from Arabia fnice he went to Ti/p c; he Was plainly, but 
very neatly dreded, and his hair combed and perfumed. 
AVhen 1 killed the ground before him, “ There, lays he, is 
an arch rebel, what punillimcnt lliall wc inflidl upon him?” 

Your majefty’s jullice, faid I, will not fuffer you to inflid 

H 2 anv 
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any punifhment upon me that can poflibly equal the plea- 
fure I feel this day at feeing you fitting there.” He fmilcd 
with great good nature, giving me firfl. the back, and then 
the palm of his hand to kifs. He then made me a fign to 
ftand in my place, which I immediately did for a moment; 
and, feeing he was then upon bufinefs, which I knew notl iing 
of, I took leave of him, and could not help refleding, as I 
went, that, of ail the vaft multitude then in my light, 1 was, 
perhaps, the only one deftitute either of hope or fcai\ 

All Gondar, and the neiglibouring towns and villages,, 
had poured out their inhabitants to meci rh< king up-'n his 
return. The fear of Ras Michael was the cauie .ili lius ; 
and every one trembled, left, by being ablcnt, he Ihonid h'- 
thought a favourer of Sociiiios. 

I 

The fide of the hill, which (lopes gently from nchJlen, is 
here very beautiful; it is covered thick w itli lici bage dov. i 
to near the foot, where it ends in broken "'ocks. The fat e 
of this hill is of great extent, expofed to ilic \V. aiul S. Yvk ; 
a fmall, but clear-running ih cam, i iling in Helefien, runs 
through the middle of it, and falls into file Mogeit h, Ir is 
not confidcrablc, being bin. a btauik, ealied rvlaricini Ohha., 
(A A the water of Mariam) from u ciiurth tledicarctl to the 
Virgin, near where ir rifes in Belefien ; an infitiite number 
of people fpread thcmfelves all over rbe Jiiii, covci'ed with 
cotton gijrmcnts as wliite as fnow. The number could not 
be lefs than 50 or 60,000 men and women, all firewed upon 
the grafs promifcuoully. Mull of ihcfc had brought their 
viduals with them, others trufted to their Iriends and ac¬ 
quaintances in the army ; the foldiers had plenty of meat; 
as foon as the king liad crolfed the Tacazze all was lawful 

prize; 
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prize; and though tHey did not murder or burn, as was 
Michael’s cuilom in his former marches, yet they drove a- 
wav ail the cattle they could feize, either in Begemder of 
BclclTcn. Befides this, a great quantity of provifions” of 
every fort poured in from the neighbourhood of Gondar,, 
ill prefents to the king and great men, though them was 
really famine in that capital, by the roads being every way 
obitruefted; there was plenty, however, in the camp. 

I'l was then the month of December, the faireft time of 
ihc vear, wUer^ ttic fun was in the fouthern tropic, and no 
from rain in the day% nor in the night from dew; 
fo - hat, it ilu remembrance of the pad had not hung hea¬ 
vy on I mie Itcarcs, it was a party of pleafure, of the moft' 
igrei able kiru!, ro eonx oy the king to his capital. The priefts 
t- iM for many miles round, in drefles of 

■» cllowand xvhitc eouon, with their crollcs’and drums, 

in pro^cllion, and greatly atklcd to the variety of the feene, 
>\n>. .ng thei’e were 300 of the monks of K.ofcam, with their 
iarge crofes, and kctilc-drums of filver, the gift of the Itcg- 
he in the days of her fp'endour ; at preferu it w'as vciy 
•liinhtful wh.it their future latc was to be, after their pacro- 
aeis had l!e<! from Kofearn. But what moil drew the at- 
iciuuMi <d all ranks ot people, was the appearance of the 
Alnina and Iteln'gue, wlioie characler, rank, and dignity ex- 
cmjtted them from leaving Gonaar to meet the king him- 
felf; but they were rben in great fear, and in the form of 
criminals, and were treated with very little refpeeft or cere¬ 
mony by the fokliers, who conlidered them as enemies. 

It will be remembered, upon a report being fpread juft 
after the election of Socinios, that Ras Michael’s aflairs were 

taking 
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taking an adverfe turn while hefiegifig the mountain Ha- 
jramat; that the Ahuna, Itcliegue, and Aca^ Saat, had fo- 
lemnly excommunicated the king^Ras Michael, and all 
their adherents, declaring them accui^ed, and abfolving all 
peo|de from their allegiance to Tecla Haimanout. But as 
?60n as the king began his march from Tigre, application 
for pardon was made through every channel poffiblc, and 
it was not without great difliculty that Kas Michael could 
be brought to pardon them, cliicdy by the entreaty of Ozo- 
xo Eftlier. But this mortification was preferibed to t])cm 
as a condition of forgivenefs, that they fhoiild meet ihc 
king at Mariam-Ohha, not w'ith drums and crofTcs, or re¬ 
tinue, but in the habit and appearance of fti| plicanrs. Ac¬ 
cordingly they both came by the time the knig had ulie^it- 
ed, but they brought no tent with tlicni, tier was any 
pitched for them, nor any honour fhcvvn them. 

The Abuna had with him a priefl, or monk, on a mule, 
and two beggarly-looking fervants on fo.ot; the Itcbcgtic 
two monks, tliat looked like f'ervants, diftinguilhed by a 
cowl only pn their lieads ; they were lx)ih kept waiting 
till paft tlrrce o'clock, and then were admitt».d, and Iharply 
rebuked by the Ras.: the} after went to tlie king, who pre- 
fently difmilled them without faying a word to crither, or 
wflhour allowing them to he hated in his prefence, which 
both of them, by th^sir rank, w'ere intkied to be. I a/ked the 
Ahuma to make ufe of my tent to avoid the fun : this he 
willingjy'.accepted of, was crcfl-faJIen a little, fpoke very 
lowly and familiarly ; faid he hati always a regard for me, 
which I had no rcafon to believe; defired me to fpeak fa¬ 
vourable of him before the King and the Ras, which I pro- 
mifcd faithfully to do. I ordered coiTce, which lie drank 

w'ith 
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•with great pleafure, during -which he gav|^ me fcveral 
hints, as if he thought his pardon was not compleaied; 
and arlaft afleed me diredly what were my fentiments, and 
what I had heard ? I faid, I believed every thing was fa¬ 
vourable as to him and the Itchegue, but I did not know¬ 
how much farther the king’s forgivenefs would extend. 
I know, fays he, what you mean; that Abba Salama, (curfc 
upon him) he is the author of it all: What do I know of 
thefe black people, who am a llranger, fo lately come into 
tlic country ? and, indeed, he feemed to know very little; 
for, befidcs his native Arabic, which he fpoke like a pea- 
fant, he had not learned one word of any of the various 
languages ufed in the country in which he was to live and 
die. Having finiihed colFce, I left him fjieaking to fome 
of his own people ; about half an hour afterwards, he went 
away. 

Ras Michael had brought withdiim from Tigrc about 
20,000 men, the bell foldicrs of the empire ; about 6000 of 
thefe were mufqueteers, abflut 12,ooCTarmed with lances and 
iliields, and about 6000 men had joined them from Gon- 
dar ; a large proportion of thefe were horfemen, who were 
fcouring the country in all directions, bringing.with them, 
fuch unhappy people as deferved' to be, and were there¬ 
fore dcllincd for public example. 

0 

The fhort way from Tigre to Gondar was b'y Lamalmon,. 
(that is the mountain of Samen) artd by Woggora. Ayto 
Tesfos had maintained himfelf in the government of Samen 
lince Joas’s time, by whom he was appointed; he had con¬ 
tinued conilantly in enmity with Ras Michael, and had now 
taken pohcilion of the pafies near the Tacazz^, fo as to cut off 
^ all. 
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all communication between Gonclar and Tigr^. On the lide of 
BcJellcn, between Laftaand Bcgcmder,was Ras Michael and 
his army. PowuIFen and-the Begemder troops cut oil'the 
road to Gojam by Eoggora and Data. Ayto Engedan, who 
was to be confidercd as an advanced poll of Fafil, was at 
Tlhcmmera, in the way of the Agow and Maitlha, and Coque 
Aboil Barea on the N. \y. fide, towards Kuara ; fo that Gon- 
dar was fo completely in veiled, that feveral of the people 
died with hunger. 

Ras MicHAiiL had ordered his own nephew, Tecla and 
'Wellcta Michael, the Icing’s mailer of the hoiifehold, to en¬ 
deavour to force their way from Tigre to Woggora, and 
open that communication, if podible, with Gondar; and 
for that purpofe had left him 4000 men in the province of 
Sire, on the other fide of the Tacazzc ; and now fcarce was 
his tent pitched at Mariam-Ohha, w'bcn hcckaacncai kelia 
Yafous with 6000 men to force a jundion watli Michael 
and Tecla from rlie Woggora lide. 1 heir orders were, if 
polClblc, to draw Tesfos to an esigagcmcnt, bnr not to ven¬ 
ture to florin him in the mountain ; for Tesfos’s principal 
poll, the Jews Rock, was inaceellible, wlierc lie liad plow¬ 
ed and I'owcd plentifully for his fubliflcnce, and had a quan¬ 
tity of the purcU rtinning-warcr at all feafons of the year ; 
to irritate ’I'esfos more, Kcfla Yafous w^as then named p-over- 

e.> 

nor of Samcn in his plate. This brave and aclivc olliccr 
had fet t'Ut immediately for his command, and it was to 
me die'^tiateil dilappointment i>olliblc, that 1 did not fee 
him. 

ArTnt'uoH Ras Michael had been in council all niglu, 
he iiguul was made to llrikc the tents at the lirll dawn of 

day. 
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day, and foon after, rile whole army was in motion; the 
council had been in the Kas’s tent, not in prc/hicc of the 
king, wiih whom 1 iiad Ilaid the moil part of the evening, 
indeed, till late in the night; he feemed to have lod all his 
fe>rnter gaiety, and to be greatly troubled in mind; inquir¬ 
ed njuch about the Iteghe, and Fail I; told me he had feat 
his alT’urancc of peace to tlic Iteghe, and defired her not to 
leave Ivofcam: but Ilic had returned for anfvver, that Ihe 
e.'uld not tridl r.lichael, after the threatnings he liad fent 
againll her from Tigre. It was obferved alfo, in this day's 
tnarch, tliar, contrary to his cullom before eroding the Ta- 
ca/./e, he received all that came out to meet him with a 
rullcii countenanee, and fcarce ever anfwcred or fpake to 
litem, bliehael alib, every dayfuice the fame date, hid put 
oji a hcliaviour more and more fcverc and brutal. He had 
cfiOimli of this at all times. 


It was the 23d of i'ceember when we encamped on the 
IMogettJi, jud below (Jondar. This beliaviour was ib eon- 
Ijvicu Mis to the wJioIe peopk, tliar no fooner were die tents 
jiiiched, (it being .about eleven o’clock) than they all dole 
home toC'or.dar in fmall parties without their dinner, and 
ja i rcndy a rtp.u t was ipread tiiat the king and Ras iMi- 
cliaelcame determined to hui’n the town, and pnt tlie inha¬ 
bitants all U) tlic fword. 'i his occailoncd die unnod con- 
ilcrnation, and caufed many to dy ^o I’af]. 


As for me, tlic king’s hehaviourdivewed me p'lainly all 
was not right, and an accident in the way confirmed it. He 
luad defired me to ride bcfoic him, and Ihcw him ilie horfc 
I had got from Fafil, v. hicli was then in great beauty and 
order, and wliich i had kept purjiofcly for him. It liappcn- 
VoL. IVb 1 cd 
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cd that, crojfllng the deep bed of a brook, a plant of the 
kantuffa hung acrofs it. I had upon my flioulders a white 
goat ikin, of which it did not take hold; but the king, 
who was dreded in the habit of peace, his long hair float¬ 
ing all around his face, wrapt up in his mantle, or thin cot¬ 
ton cloak, fo that nothing but his eyes could be feen, was 
paying more attention to the horfe than to the branch of 
kantufla belide him it took firft hold of his hair, and the 
fold of the cloak that covered his head, then fpread itfelf’ 
over his whole fhoulder in fuch a manner, that, notwitli- 
flanding all the help that could be given him, and that I had, 
at firft feeing it, cut the principal bough afundcr with ni) 
knife, no remedy remained but he mull throw off the up¬ 
per garment, and appear in the under one, or waiftcoat, witk 
his head luid face bare before all the fpcctators. 

Tins is accounted great difgracc to a king, who always 
appears covered in public. However, he did not feem to be 
rulfled, nor was there any tiling particular in his counten¬ 
ance more than before, but with great compofiire, and in 
rather a low voice, he called twice. Who is the Shum of 
this dirtritft? Unhappily he was not far off. A thin old man 
of fixty, and his fon about thiiry, came trotting, as their 
cuftom is, naked to their girdle, and ftood before the king,, 
who was, by this time, quite cloathed again. What had 
ftruck the old man’s ’ fahey,. I know not, but he palled my 
horfe laughing, and feemingly wonderfully content with 
himfelh ' I could not help confidering him as a type of 
mankind in general, never more confident and carelcls than 
when on the brink of deftrueflion; the king alkcd if he was 
Shum of that place ? he aufwercd in the aflirmative, and. 

. added. 
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added, which was not afked of him, that the other was his 
fon. 

There is always near the king, when he marches, an 
officer called Kanitz Kitzera, the executioner of the camp; 
he has upon the tore of his faddle a quantity of thongs made 
of bull hide, rolled up very artificially, this is called the ta- 
radc. The king made a fign with his head, and another 
with his hand, without fpeaking, and two loops of the ta- 
radc "were inftantly thrown round the Shum and his fon’s 
neck, and tlicy were both hoifted upon the fame tree, the 
taradc cut, and the end made faft to a branch. They were 
both left hanging, but I thought fo aukwardly, that they 
ffioiild not die for fame minutes, and might furcly have 
been fared had any one dared to cut them down; but 
fear had fallen upon every perfon who had not attended the 
king CO Tigrd 

This cruel beginning fccnicd to me an omen that violent 
rclblutions liad been taken, the execution of which was 
immediately to follow; for tliough the king had certainly a 
delight in the ffiedding of human blood in the field, yet till 
that time I never faw him order an execution by the hands 
ot the liangnian; on the contrary, I have often feen him 
Ihudder and exprefs dilguft, lowly and in half words, at 
fuch executions ordered cveiy day by Ras Michael. In this 
inllanec he feemed to have loft rliat feeling; and rddc on, 
fometimes converfing about i alii’s liorre, or other indilTcr- 
ent fubjefts, to thofe wlio were around him, without once 
rcllccHing upon the horrid execution he liad then fo recent¬ 
ly occafioned. 

I 2 


In 
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In the evening of the 23CI, when' encamped upon the 
Mogetch, came Sanuda, the perfon wlio had made Socinio-s 
king, and who had been Ras under him ; he was received 
with great marks t)f favt)ur, in reward of the trcaclicrous 
part he had afled. lie brought with him prifoners, 
Guebra Dcnghel, the Ras’s fon-in-law, one of the beil and 
moil amiable men in AbylTmia, but who had unfortunate¬ 
ly embraced the wrong lide of the queflion ; and Avirh liim 
Sebaat Laab and Kefla Mariam, both men of great families 
in Tigre. 1 hefe were, one after the other, thrown violent¬ 
ly on their faces before the king. I was exceedingly dit- 
trehed for Guebra Denghel ; he prayed the king with tlic 
greatcil carnellncfs 10 tinier him tti he put to death helorc 
the door of his tent, and iu>t delivered to his cruel fafner- 
in-law. l’t> this the king made no anfwcr, nor did liC 
Ilicw anv fjgns of pity, but waved his hand, as a fign to car¬ 
ry them to Ras Michael, where they were put in ciihodv 
and 1( adcil with irons. 

Aiiou T two hours later cam^ Ayto Aylo, fon of Kafmati 
liflite, whom the king liad named governor of Begernder ; 
he brought wnrh him Chremation brother to Socinios, and 
Abba Salama the Acal) Sanir, who liad excommunicated his 
father, and been inllrumcatal in his murder Iiy Falll. I 
had a great curiollty to fee how they would treat the Acab 
Saar, for mv head was full of what I had read in the Ku- 
ropcail hooks of exemption tlrat churchmen had in tliis 
country from the jurifdiclion of the civil power. 


Aylo had made his legs to be tied under the mule’s bel¬ 
ly, his hands behind his back, and a rope made fail to 
them, wlrcli a man held i;i his hand on one hde, while an- 
3 otlicr 
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other led the halter*of the mule on the other, both of them 
with lances in their hands. Chremation had his hands 
bound, but his legs were not tied, nor was there any rope 
made fall to his hands^by which he was held. While they 
were untying Abba Salama, I went into the pref^nce-chani- 
ber, and Hood behind the king’s chair. Very fopn after 
Aylo’s men brought in their prifoners, and, as is ufual, 
tlirevv them down violently with tiicir faces to the ground ; 
their hands being bound behind them, they had a very rude 
fall upon their faces. 

TiiE Acab Saat rofe in a violent paflion, he flruggled to 
get loolc Ills liands, that he might be free to ufc the atfl of 
<leii.^uneing exc Dinniunication, which is by lifting tlie right 
hand, and extending the fore-finger; finding that impoili- 
ble, he cried out, Ualoofc my hands, or you arc all excom¬ 
municated. It was with diiliculty he could be pre¬ 
vailed upon to hear the king, v, Itn with great compofurc, 
(;r ratlier i mi life re nee, laid to him, You arc the firft ccclchal- 
tical oliicer in my hou(ehold, you arc the thiial in tlic 
whole kingdom ; but I have not yet learned you ever h.ad 
p.jwcr to curio your fovercign, or exhort his fubjccHs to 
munler hint. Vt;>u arc to be tried for this crime by the 
judges to-morrow, fo pi cparc to Ihew in your defence, up¬ 
on what precepts of Chrill, or his apofllcs, or upon what 
part of tlie general councils, vjou found your title to do 
tliis. 

Let niy hands be unloofed, cries Salarna vioiently ; T am 
a priefi, a fervant of God ; .and they have penver, fays Davi.d, 
to put kings in chains, and nobles in irons. And did nut 
Samuel hew king Agag to piece: before ch.c Lord? 1 cxcoro- 

inunic.t', 
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municate you, Tecia Haimanout. Aitti he was going on, 
when Tecia Mariam, fOJi of the king’s fecretary, a young 
man, ftruck the Acab Saat fo violently on the, face, that it 
made his mouth gufli out with blood, faying, at fame time. 
What! fulffer this in the king’>« prefence ? Upon which 
both Chremation and the Acab Saat were hurried out of 
the tent without being fuffered to fay more; indeed the 
blow feemed to have fo much difconcerted Abba Salama, 
that it deprived him for a time of the power of fpeak- 
ing. 

In Abyflinia it is death to ftrike, or lift the hand to 
llrike, before the king ; but in this cafe the provocation was 
fo great, fo fudden, and unexpe<fled, and the youth’s wortli 
and the infolence of the o#ender fo apparent to every body, 
that a flight reproof was ordered to be given to Tecia Ma¬ 
riam (by his father only) but he loll no favour for what he 
had done, citlier with the King, Michael, or the people. 

W tiExV the two prifoners were carried before the Ras, 
he refufed to fee them, but loaded them with irons, and 
comniiucd them to clofe cuftody. That night a council was 
held in tlic king’s tent, but it broke early up; afterwards 
another before the Ras, which fat much later; the reafon 
was, that the flrft, where the king was, only arranged the 
bufmefs of to-morrow, while that before the Ras confldcred 
all that was to be done or likely to happen at any time. 

On the e4th the drum beat, and the army was on tlicir 
anarch by dawn of day: they halted a little after palling the 
rough ground, and then doubled their ranks, and formed 
into clofe order ci baiile, the king leading the center; a 

few 
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few of his black hor/c were in two lines immediately before 
him, their fpears pointed upwards, his officers and nobility on 
each fide, and behind him tlic reft of the horfe, diffnbuted 
in the wings, excepting prince George and Ayto Confu, who, 
with two fmall bodies, not exceeding a hundred, fcoured 
the country, foraetimes in the front, and fometimes in the 
flank. 1 do not remember who commanded the reft of tlie 

"i 

army, my mind was otherwife engaged; they marched clofe 
and in great order, and every one trembled for the fate of 
CJondar. We palled the Mahometan town, and encamped 
upon tlic river Kaliha, in front of the market place. As 
foon as wc had turned our faces to the town, our kettle¬ 
drums were brought to the front, and, after beating fome 
time, two proclamations were made. The firft was, That 
all thofe who had flour or barley in quantities, Ihould bring, 
it that very day to a fair market, on pain of having their 
houfes plundered ; and that all people, foldiers, or others,, 
who attempted by force to take any provifions without ha¬ 
ving firft paid fur them in ready money, fliould be hanged 
upon the fpot. A bench wa^ quickly brought, and fet under 
a tree in the middle of the market; a judge appointed to fit 
there ; a ftrong guard, and fcveral officers placed round him ; 
behind him an executioner, and a large coil of ropes laid 
at his feet. The fecond j)roclamation was. That everybody 
fliould remain at home in their houfes, otherwife the per- 
fon flying, or deferring the town,lbould be reputed a rebel,, 
liis goods confifcatetl, his houfe burnt, and his fgaitly cha- 
ftifed at the king’s plcafurc for fevcii years ; fo far w'as well 
and politic. 

There was at Gondar a fort of mummers, being a mix- 
mrc of buffoons and balLui-fingcr.s, and poftuvc-mailers,. 

1 Thcfe 
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Thefc people, upon all public occaflons, run abotu the 
Erects, and on private ones, fuch as marriages, come to the 
court-yards before the houfes, where they dance, and ling 
fongs of their own compoling in honour of the day, and per¬ 
form all forts of antics: many a time, on his return from the 
field with vidtory, they had met Ras Michael, and received 
Itis bounty foriinging his praifes, and welcoming him up¬ 
on his return home. The day the Abuna excommunicated 
the king, this let of vagrants made part of the folcmniiy; 
they nbiifed, ridiculed, and traduced Michael in lampoons 
and Icurrilous rliymcs, calling him crooked, lame, old, and 
impotent, and fc%x'ral other opprobrious names, which did 
not afi’edt him near fo much as the ridicule of his pcrl'on : 
upon many occafioris after, tliey repeated tins, and p irii- 
cxtlarly in afong they ridiculed the liorfe of Sire, wl.'o ha.d 
run away at the battle of Limjour, where Michael critd 
out, Send thefc horfe to the mill. It happened rltat theie 
wretches, men and women, to the number of about tid.uy 
and upwards, were then, xvitli vc.”y (lifierent f'^ngs, cc!(. !>: a- 
ting Ras Michael’s return to Goildar. The King and Kas, 
after the proelamaticui, h.ad juft turned to the right to Ayio 
Mcidan, below the pe.lacc, a large field where the troops cxer- 
cil’e. Confu and the king’s houlllndd troops were before, 

anti about 200 of the Sire horfe were behind: on a lict.al 

^ < > 

luadic by the Ras, tltcfe horfe turned fliort and fell upon the 
llngcr'g and cut them all to pieces. In lefs than two rninu'Cs 
they wCrc.allTaid dead upon the field, excepting one young 
man, who, mortally wdunded, htid juft ftrength cnoiigli to 
arrive within twenty yards of tite king's horfe, and there 
fell dead without fpcaking a word. 


An 
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All the people prfefent, moll of them veteran foldiers, 
and confcquently inured to blood, "appeared fliocked and 
difgufted at this wanton piece of cruelty. For my part, a 
kind of fainti£hnefs, or feebknefs, had taken polTellion of 
my heart, ever fince the execution of the two men on our 
march about the kantulTa ; and this fecond a< 5 l of cruelty 
occalioned fuch a horror, joined with an abfence of mind, 
that I found myfelf unable to give an immediate anfwcr, 
though the king had fpoken -twice to me. 

It was about nine o’cl’ock in the morning when we en¬ 
tered Gondar; every perfon we met on the lireet wore the 
countenance of a condemned malcfaClor; the Ras went 
imniediately to the palace with the king, who retired, as 
ufual, to a kind of cage or lattice-window, where he always 
fits unfeen when in council. Wc were then in the council- 
chamber, and four of the judges feated; none of the go¬ 
vernors of, provinces were prefent but Ras Michael, and 
Kalmaii Tesfos of Sire. Abba Salaina was brought to the 
foot of tlic table without drons, at perfcCl liberty. The 
accufer for the king (it is a poll in this country in no 
great cllimation) began the charge againil him with great 
force and eloquence: he Hated, one by one, the crimes com¬ 
mitted by him at different periods, the Aim of which a- 
mounted to prove Salama to be the greareft monllcr upon 
earth : among thefe were various'kinds of murder, cfpe- 
cially by poifon; incefl, with every degree collateral and 
defeendant. He concluded this blask, liorrid liff, with the 
charge of high treafon, or curfmg tlie king, and abfolving^ , 
his fubjecls from their abcgiance, which he Hated as the 
grcatcH crime human nature was capable of, as involving 
in its confcqucnccs all forts of other crimes. Abba Salama, 
Vox,. IV. K though ^ 
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though he fecraed under very great impatience, did not 
often interrupt him, fuitther than, Tou 4 V, and. It is a //V, which 
he repeated at every new charge. His accufer had not faid 
one word of th#murder of Joas, but pafled it over without 
the fmalldl ailhfion to it. 

In this, however, Abba Salama did not follow his exam¬ 
ple : being defired to anfwer in his own defence, he enter¬ 
ed upon it with great dignity, and an air of fuperiority, very 
different frbm his behaviour in the king’s tent the day be¬ 
fore: he laughed, and made extremely light of tlie charges 
on the article of woiflieh, which he neither confefTed nor 
denied; but faid thefe might be crimes among the Franks, 
(looking at me) or other Chriftians, but not the Chriftians 
of that country, who lived under a double difpenfation, the 
law of Mofes and the law of Ghrifl: he faid the Abyflinians 
were Beni Ifraely as indeed they call themfclves, that is, Chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael; and that in every age the patriarchs had 
aiffed as he did, and were notlcfs beloved of God. He went 
roundly into the murder of Joas, and of his two brothers, 
Adigo and Aylo, on the mountain of Weehne, and char¬ 
ged Michael direifiiy with it, as alfo with the poifoning the 
late Hatze Hannes, father of the prefent king. 

The Ras feemed to avoid hearing, fometimes byfpcak- 
ing to people landing behind him^ fometimes by reading 
a paper» in particular, he afkcd me, landing dire< 5 lly be¬ 
hind his chair, in a low voice, What is the punifhment in 
your country for fuch a crime ? It was his cuflom to fpeak 
to me in his own language of'Figre, and one of his greateft 
paflimes to laugh at my faulty expreffion. Fie fpake this 
to me in Amharic, fo I knew he wanted my anfwer fliould 

be 



75 


THE'sOITRCE of "the NILE. 

« 

be underftood; I therefore faid, in the fame low tone; of 
voice he had fpoke to me» High-treafon is, punilhe4v;^ith 
death in all the countries I have ever knows,—This I owed 

K . 

to Abba Salaraa, and it was not long before I had my return. 

Abba Salama next went into the murder of Kafmati Eflitc, 
which he confeflcd he was the promoter of. He faid the 
Itcghc, with her brothers and Ay to Aylo, had all turned 
Franks, fo had Gulho of Amhara ; and that, in order to 
make the country Catholif:, thdy had fent for pricfls, who 
lived with them in confidence, as tha|| %ank;did, pointing to 
me : that it was againft the law of the country, that ! l^ould 
be fufi'cred here ; that I was accurfed, and Ihould be ftoned 
as an enemy to the Virgin Mary. There the Ras interrupt¬ 
ed him, by faying. Confine yourfelf^to your own de¬ 
fence ; clear yourfelf firft, and then accufc any one you 
plcafe: it is the king’s intentiori to put the, law in execution 
againft all oflenders, and it is only as believing you the 
greateft that he has begun with you. 

This calmnefs of the Ras feemed to difconccrt the Acal> 
Saat; he loft all method ; he warned the Ras that it was ow¬ 
ing to his excommunicating Kafmati Eihte that room was 
made for him to come to Gondar; without that event this 
king would never have been upoi) the jhrone, fo that he 
had Hill done them as much good by his excommunications 
as he liad done them harm ; he told t^e Ras, and tkc judges 
that they were all doubly under a ciirfe, if they oftcred 
either to pull out his eyes, or cut out his tongue; and pray¬ 
ed them, burfting into tears, not fo much as to think of either, 
if it was only for old fellowfhip, or fricndftiip which had. 
long fubfifted between them. 

K 2 
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There is an ofEccr named Kal Hatz^ who ftands a^ays 
aipojB;^cps at the fide of the lattice-window, where there is 
ji hole covered in the infide with a curtain of green taffeta ; 
behind this curtain the king fits, and through this hole he 
fends what he has to fay to the Board, who rife and receive 
the raeflenger ftanding: he had ndt interfered till now, wb' ii 
the officer faid, addreffing himfelf to Abba Salama, “ The 
king |equiries ofyati toanfwer dirc< 5 lly why you perfuaded 
the A%unf^to excommunicate him ? the Abuna is a ffave of 
the Turks,and.has nokin^ youarcborn undcra monarcliy, 
why did you, who are his inferior in office, take ttpon you 
to.advtfe him at all ? or why, after having prefumed to ad- 
vife him, did you advife him wrong, and abufe his ignorance 
in thefe matters ?” This queftion, which was a home one, 
made him lofe alf lys temper ; he ciirfcd tlie Abuna, called 
him Mahometan, I’agan, Frank, and Infidel; and was go¬ 
ing on in this wild manner, when Tccla Haimanout % the 
cldeft of the judges, got up, and addreffing himfelf to the Ra.s, 
It is no part of my duty to hear all this railing, he has not 
fo much as off ered one fa( 5 t material to his exculpation. 

The king’s fecrerary fent up to the window the fubftance 
of his defence, the criminal was carried at fome diffaiice 
to the other end of the room, and the judges deliberated 
whilft the king was reading. Very few words were faid 
among the reft; the Ras was all the time fpcaking to other 
people ; after he had ended this, he called upon the young- 
eft judge to give his opinion, and he gave it, ‘He is guilty, 
and fliould diethe fame faid all the officers, and after 
4 hcni the judges, and the fame faid Kafmati Tesfos after 

tbena. 


•The fame v^bofe foot wa.shurt hy itrat^o’s mule in the campaign of Mailll.a. 
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them. Wlnen it came to Ras Michael to give his vote, he 
aire(5ted moderarion; he faid that he was accufed itir ttemg 
his enemy and accomplice; in eitlier cafe, it is Aot feir 
that he fliould judge him. No fujperior deicer being pre- 
fent, the laft voice remained ^ith the king, who ferit Kal 
Hatzd to the B<^rd with his femence; ‘ He is guilty and 
Jhall die the death .— Tlie hangman yhaUha.ng him upon a tree 
iO‘day.* The unfortunate Acab Saat was immediately hur¬ 
ried away by the guards to the place execution, |jHhichis 
a large tree before the king’s, gate ; where uttering; to the 
very laft moment, curfes agaifift the king, the Ras, and the 
Abuna, he fuffered the death he "very riemy deferved, 
being hanged in the very veftments in which he'^ilFed to 
fit before the king, without one ornament of his civil or 
faccrdotal pre-eminence having been taken from him 
before the execution. In going to the tree lie faid he had 
400 cows, which he bequeathed to fomepriefts to fay prayers 
fnr his foul; but the Ras ordered them to be brought to 
Gondar, and diftributed among his foldiers. 

I HAVE entered into a longer detail of this trial, at the 
whole of which 1 afllfted, the rather that I might afk this 
queflion of thofe that maintain the abfolutc independence of 
the Abyflinian prieftliood, Whether, if the many inftances 
already mentioned have not had the effecfl, this one docs 
not fully convince them, that all ecclcfiaftical perfons are 
fubjeeft; to the fecular power in Abyllinia as much as they 
are in Britain or any European Pr'oteftant ftatc’whatcver ? 

Chkemation, Socinios’s brother, was next called, he 
feemed half dead with fear; he only denied having aiiy 
concern in his brother being cleded king. He fiid he 

had 
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had no poft, and in this he fpoke the truth, but confeiled 
thathe h^d been fent by Abba SaJama to bring the Itchegue 
and th& Abuna to meet him the day of excommunication 
at Dippabye. If *<»ras further unltickiljr proved againlt him, 
that he was pfefent with his brother at plundering the 
houfes in the night-time wh^n the man^was killed; and 
upon this he was fentenced to be immediately hanged; 
the court then broke up and went to breakfaft. All this had 
pal%l lefs than twt> hours ; irWas not quite eleven o’clock 
when ah waliover, but Ras Michael had fworn he would 
not taftc bread till Abba Salluha was hanged, and on fuch 
occafions he hever broke his word.: 

iMStiniArELY after this laft execution the kettle-drums 
beat at the palace-gaue, and the crier made this proclama¬ 
tion, “ That all lands and villages, which are now, or have 
been given to the Abuna by the king, lhall revert to the 
king’s own ufe,and be fubjedl to the government, or the Can- 
tiba of Dembea, or fuch officers as the king fliall after ap¬ 
point in the provinces where they arefituated.” 

I WENT home, and my houfe being but a few yards from 
the palace, I pafled the two unfortunate people hanging 
upon the fame branch ; and, fdll of the Cruelty of the feene 
I Iiad witnefled, which 1 knew was but a preamble to much 
more, I determined firmly,"at all events, to quit this coun¬ 
try. 

The next jamming came on the trial of the unfortunate 
Gt^ebra Denghel, Sebaat Laab, and Kefla Mariam; the Ras 
claimed his right of trying thefe three at his own houfe, as 
they were all three fubje< 5 ls of his government of Tigrc. 

4 Guebra 
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Guebva Denghel bore* his bard fortune with great uncon¬ 
cern, declaring, that his only reafon of taking tip iirrtiS a- 
gainft the king was, that he faw no other way of pi^etic- 
ing Michael’s tyranny, and monftrous thirft of money and 
of power: that the Ras was reiify king, had fubverted the 
conftitution, annihilated all di|rcrence of rank and perfons, 
and transferred the efficient parts of government into the 
hands of his own creatures. He Wiflied the king might 
know this was his only motive for rebellion, and thatiinlcfs 
it had been to make this declaration, he would not have 
opened his mouth before fo pii$ial and unjuft a judge as 
he conlidered Michael to be. • ; 

But Welleta SelalTe, his daughter, hearing the danger her 
father was in, broke fuddenly out of Ozoro Efther’s apart¬ 
ment, which was contiguous; and, coming into the’council- 
'orn at the inftant her father was condemned to die, threw 
Ik : iclt at the Ras’s feet with every mark and expreffion of 
the moil extreme forrow. I cannot, indeed, repeat what her 
expreffions were, as I was not prefent, and I thank God that 
I was not; 1 believe they are ineffable by any mouth but 
her own, but they were pcrfetftly unfuccefsful. I'he old 
tyrant threatened her with immediate death, fpurned her 
away with his foot, and in her hearing ordered her father 
to be immediately hanged. ^|||lleta SelafTc, in a fit, or faint, 
which refemblcd death, fellIpceclilefs to the ground; the 
father, forgetful of his own fituation, flew to his daughter’s 
aflittance, and they were both dragged out at fepatatc doors, 
the one to death, the other to after fullcrings, grbaier than 
death itfelf. 


Fortune 
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Fortune feemed to have tak^n deFight, from very early 
lif^ coaflajitjy to traverfe the greatnefs and happinefs of 
this young; lady. She was firft; dcftincd to be married to 
Joas, and the ^^air was near concluded, when the fatal dif- 
covery, made at the battleijf Azazo, that the king had fenc 
his houfehold troops privately to fight for Falil againft Mi¬ 
chael, prevented her marriage, and occa^ned his death. 
She was then divined to old Hatze Hannes, Tccla Haima- 
nput’s father: Michael, who fiJmnd hi^ incapable of being* 
a king, judged him as incapable of being a hulband to a 
woman of the youth arid-charms of Welleta Selaflc, and, 
therefore, deprived him at once of his life, crown, and 
bride. She was now not feventeen, and it was defigned flic 
ihould be married to the prefent king; Providence put a 
flop to a union that was not agreeable to either party: flic 
died fomc time after, this, before the battle of Serbraxos;. 
being ftrongly prefled to gratify the brutal inclinations of 
the Ras her grandfather, whom, when fhe conld not refift 
or avoid, flie took poifon; <Hhers faid it was given her by 
Ozoro Efther from jcaloufy, but this was certainly without 
foundation. I faw her in her lall moments, but too late to 
give her any afliflance; and fiie. had told her women-fervants 
and flaves that flie had taken arfenic, having no other way 
to avoid committing fo monftrous a crime as inceft with 
the murderer of her father. 

The rage tliat the interceflSon of the daughter for her 
father'Cuetara DengheJ had put the Ras into, was feen in 
the feverky of the fentence he paffed upon the other 
two criminals ; Kcfla Mariam’s e}^s-werc pulled out, Se- 
baat Laab’s eye-lids were cut olT by the roots, and both of 
them were expoied in the markcr-place to the burning fun, 
a without 
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without any covering whatever. Sebaat Laab died of a 
fever in a few days; Kefla Mariam lived, if not to fee» at lead 
to hear, that he was revenged, after the battle of Serbraxos, 
by the difgrace and captivity of Michael. 

I wtLL fpare myfelf the difagreeable talk of ihocking my 
readers with any further account of thefe horrid cruekics ; 
enough lias been faid to give- an idea of the e:haradcr cf 
thefe times and people. Blood continued to be fpilt as wa¬ 
ter, day after day, till the Epiphany; priefts, lay-men, young 
men and old, noble and vile, daily found their end by the 
knife or the cord. Fifty-feven people died publicly by the 
hand of the executioner in the courfe of a very few days ; 
many difappeared, and were cither murdered privately, or 
font to prifons, no one knew where. 

The bodies of thofc killed by the fword were hewn to 
pieces and fcattered about die ftreets, being denied burial. 

I was miferable, and almoft driven to derpair, at feeing my 
hunting-dogs, twice let loofe by the caielcJHiris ot uiy cr- 
vants, bringing into the court-yard the head uiid arms of 
(laughtered men, and which I could no way prevent out 
by the dcftrudlion of the dogs themfcivcs ; tlu- 'pt unity of 
carrion, and the ftcnch of it, brought down the iiy:cnas in 
hit! dreds from the neighbouring^ mountains; ami, as few 
pC' -le in Gondar go out after it is dark, rJicy oitf^yed toe 
Are.cs to thcmfclves, and feemed ready to dilj>;iLc ilic pol- 
feiilon of the city with the inhalritants. Often when I went 
Iiome late from the palace, and it was this time* die king 
chofe ehitdly for converfarion, thougli I hatl but to pafs tiic 
corner of the markct-pIacc before the palace, liad ianthorns 
with me, and was furrounded with armed men, 1 hcerti 
VoL. IV. I. them 
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them grtinting by two’s and three’s fo near me as to be a- 
fraid they would take Ibme opportunity of feizing me by the 
leg; a piftol*w^uld have frightened them, and made them 
fpeedily run, and 1 conftantly carried two loaded at my gir¬ 
dle, but the difeharging a piftol in the night would have a- 
larmed every one that heard it in the town, and it was not 
now the time to add any thing to people’s fears. I at lall 
icarce ever went out, and nothing occupied my thoughis 
but how to efcape from tliis bloody country by way of 
Sennaar, and how I could heft exert my power and influ¬ 
ence overYaflne at Ras el Reel to pave my way, by aflilling 
me to pafs the defert into Aibara. 

The king milling me fome days at the palace, and hear¬ 
ing I had not been at Ras Michael’s, began to inquire who 
had been with me. Ayto Confu foon found Yaflne, wlio 
informed him of the whole matter; upon this I was font 
for to the palace, where 1 found the king, without any bo¬ 
dy but menial fcr.ants. He immediately reniarkeil that I 
looked very ill; which, indeed, I felt to be the cafe, as I had 
fcarcely ate or flept Ante I faw him lafl, or even for fomc 
days before. He alkcd me, in a condoling tone. What ail¬ 
ed me? that, befldes looking.fick, 1 feemeil as iffomething 
hatl ruilled me, anti put me our of humour. 1 told him 
that what he obferved w'as’ true : that, coming acrofs tl.c 
markct-placc, I had feen Za Mariam, the Ras’s doorkeeper, 
with three men bound,, one of whom he fell a-hat king to 
pieces in my prefence. Upon feeing me running acrofs t!ie 
place, flopping my nofc, he called me to flay till he flioulcl 
come and dilpatch the other two, for he wanted to fpeak to 
me, as if he hnd been engaged about ordinary buHnefs: tlnet 
the toidicis, in con.Qderaiion of his lialle, inimediaLcly fell 

upon 
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upon the other two, whofe cries were Rill remaining in my 
cars : that the hyaenas at night would fcarcely 1(^ me pafs 
in the ftrccts when I returned from the palace; and the 
dogs fled into my houfe to eat pieces of human carcafes at 
leifure. 

Although his intention was to look grave, T faw it was 
all he could do to llille a laugh at grievances he thought 
very little of. “ The men you faw withZa Mariam jull now, 
fays lie, are rebels, fent by Kefla Yafoitts for eitamples : he 
has forced ajunftion with Tccla and Wellcta Michael in 
Samen, and a road is now open through Woggora, and 
plenty eilablilhed in Gondar. The men you faw fuffer were 
tliofe that cut off the provifions from coming into the city; 
they have occafioned the death of many poor people; as for 
the hy:cna he never meddles with living people, he feeks 
carrion, and will foon clear the llrccts of thofe incumbran¬ 
ces that fo much offend you ; people fay that they arp the 
lalaflia of the mountains, who take that fliapc of the hyaena, 
and come down into the town to cat Chrillian flefli in the 
night.”—“ If they depend upon Chrirtian llclh, and cat no 
other, fakl I, perhaps the hyamas of Gondar will be the 
worll fed of any in the w'orld.”—“ True, fays he, burfting 
out into a loud laughter, that may be, few of thofe that die 
by the knife anywhere are Clu'illians, or have any religion 
at all; why then Ihould you mind wliat they fuller r”-— 
Sir, faid I, that is not my fentiment; if you was to order a 
<!og to be tortured to death berorc me ever)* morning, I 
could not bear it. The carcafes of Abba Salaraa, Guebra 
Dcnghcl, and ihcrcll, are Hill hanging where they were up¬ 
on the tree; you finell the llcncliof them at the palace-gate, 
and will foon, I apprehend, in the palace itfclf. I’liis cannot 

L 2 be 
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be p!c:ifum, an<l I do a'rurc you it be very pernieiotls. 
to youT health, if tlierc was nothing clfc in it. At the battle 
of I'agitfa, though you had no inteniioia to retreat, yet you 
went half a day backward, to higher ground, and purer 
air, to avoid the ftench of the field, but here in the city you 
heap up carrion about your houl'cs, where is your conti¬ 
nual rcfidencc.” 

The Ras has givcin orders, fays he gravely, to remove 
all the dead bodies bilteore the Epiphany, when we go downi 
to keep that feftival, and wafli away all this pollution in 
the clear-ruohing water of the Kaiiha: but tell me now, 
Yagoxxbe, is it really polTible that you can take fuch things 
as thefe fo much to heart ? You are a brave man ; we all 
know you are, and have feen it: wc have all blamed you, 
Rrangcr as you are in this country, for the little care ) ou 
take of ycfurfelf; and yet about thefe things yoix are as 
much affetfled as the moft cowardly woman, girl, or child 
could be.”—Sir, faid I, I do not know if! am bx-ave or not; 
but if to fee men tortxired or murdered, or to live among 
dead bodies without concern, be courage, 1 have it not, nor 
defire to have it: war is the profclfion of noble minds; it is 
a glorious one; it is the fcicnce and occupation of kings ; 
and many wife and many humane men have dedicated their 
whole life to the ftudy of it in every country; it foftens 
men's manners, by obliging them to fociety, to aflifl, be¬ 
friend, and even fave one another, though at their own riik 
and danger.* A barbarian of that profeflion Ihould be point¬ 
ed at. ObfeiVe Ay to Engedan, (who came, at that very in- 
ftant into the room) there is a young man, faid I, who, with 
the bravery, has alfo the humanity and gentlcnefs of my 
countrymen that are foldicrs.” 


Enoedan 
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Engedan fell on liis face before the king, as is iifual, 
while the king went on ferioufly—“ War you want; do 
you, Yagoube ? war you fliall have; it is not far diftant, 
and Engcdan is cotnc to tell us how near.” Ttiey then went 
into a confiderable converfation about Guflio, Powulfen, and 
the preparations they were making, and where they-were, 
with which I lhall not trouble the reader, as I fhall have an 
occafion to fpeak of the particulars afterwards as they arife. 
“ I want Confu, fays the king; I want him to fend his men 
of Ras cJ Feci to Sennaar, and to the Baharnagafli to get 
horfes and fome coats of mail. And what do you think of 
fending Yagoube there? he knows their manners and their 
language, and has friends there to whom he is intending to 
efcape, without lb much as aiking my leave.”—“ Pardon 
me, Sir, faid I; if I have ever entertained that thought, it is 
proof fufEcient of the extreme necefliry i am under to go.” 
" Sir, fays Engcdan, I have rode in the Koccob horfe; I will 
do fo again, if Yagoube cojnmands them, and will flay with 
us rill we try the horfe of Bcgemder. 1 have eight or ten 
coats of mail, which I will give y'our majelly: they belong¬ 
ed to my father, Confu, and I took them lately from that 
thief Abou Barca, with whom they' w^erc left at my' father’s 
death ; but I will tell your Majefly', 1 had rather fight naked 
without a coat of mail, than that you fhould fend Ya'goube 
to Sennaar to purchafe them from thence, for he will never 
return.” 

Ras Michael was now announced, and we made hafle to 
get away. 1 would have Confu, Engedan, and you, come 
here to-morrow night, fays the king, as foon as it is dark; 
and do not you, Yagoube, for y'our life, fpeak one word of, 
Sennaar, ull you know my will upon it. Ke laid this in the 

fleracfi; 
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fterneft manner, and with all the dignity and majeRy of a 
king. 

We palTcd the Ras in the anti-chamber, attended by a 
great many people. Wc endeavoured to Aide by him in 
the crowd, but he noticed us, and brought us before him. 
We both kilTed his hands, and he kept hold of one of mine, 
while he aiked Engedan, “ IsFafil at Ibaba?” to which he 
was anfwcred, “ Yes.” “Who is with him ? fays the Ras.”— 
“ Damot, Agow, and Maitflia,” anfwcred Enge<lan. “ Was 
you tliere ? fays the Ras.” “ No, anfwercd Engcclan, I am at 
Tfliemcra, with few men.” He then turned to me, and faid, 
“ My fon is ill; Ozoro Efther has juft fent to me, and com¬ 
plains you vifit her now no more. Go fee the boy, and 
don’t neglctft Ozoro Efthcr, fhe is one of your beft friends.” 
I inquired if Ihc was at Gondar, and was anfwcred. No; Ihc 
is at Kofeam. We parted; Engedan went toKofeam to Ozoro 
Eilher’s, and I went home to plan my route to Sennaar, and 
to prepare letters for Hagi Relal, a merchant there, to wJiom 
I tvas recommended from .Arabia Felix. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The King promlfcs Leave to the Author to depart^Receives a Rein-- 
forccnicnt from Shoa—Amiable Carriage of Atnba Yafom-^Striking 
Cuntrajl between him and a Prince (f the Calla—Bad State of the 
King's Affairs, 


I T was the 31 ft of December that we were at Kofeam. A 
proclamation had been made fome days before of a ge¬ 
neral pardon to all that would return to Gondar; but no 
one had ventured but Ayto Engedan, who was with Fafil as 
the king’s friend ; nor were any of thofc who went with 
Eafd the objetfl of the proclamation, for it v/as not tlKUiglit 
that the retiring from Socinios with Fafil was doipg any 
thing againft their allegiance. 

Tintr night the bodies of Cuebra Dcnghel, Kefla ?>,T • 
riant, andSebaat J aab, were taken down from the tree 
laui iij,)on tlicgiound; aftet having been watciu.u in 

( 


1. 
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night by tliclr jViends tvO keep the bcafts from them, were 
at lafl fulh i ed to be taken privately away, at the intercef- 
lion of the troops of Tigre, whofe countrymen they were. 
Chremation and iVbba Salama were abandoned to their for¬ 
tune, and in pau putriiicd; they were covered witli heaps 
of ftones thrown upon them by fuch as were palling, and 
had no other burial. 

The next night, the ift of January 1771, according to or¬ 
der, I waited upon the king with Cunfu and I ngedan, and 
with them Yaline: mcafurcs were then taken for buying 
their horfes and coats of mail; the ft as had advanced part 
of the money, the rcil tvas to be made up by the mccry, or 
king’s duty, due by the Mahometan provinces, which had 
not been paid lince he went to Tigre; a Mahometan fer- 
vant of the king was fent for from tltc cuftomhoufc; with 
him was to go a man from Yaline, and with them I lent 
my letters by the hand of Soliman, a black of Ras cl Feel, 
a man remarkable for his lirengih, courage, and fizc, and 
very Ihrewd and difeerning, iindiT the appearance of an 
idiot: Yafmewas fent with them to get a fafe condtuff from 
his friend Fidcle Hhekh of Atbava,who was to convoy them 
to Beyla, and tlicncc to Seniiaar. 

It was not without great difputc and altercation the 
king would allow me the perniillioa to fend letters ; at lull, 
feeing* he .could do no l^etter, it was agreed that, as an im¬ 
mediate engagement between VowulTen, (Jullio, and Ras 
Michael, was inevitable, I lltould fwcar not to attempt to 
leave him till that allair was fettled fomc way or other ; 
but the king infilled 1 ftiould alfo take an oath, that, llicnild 
he be victorious over, or reconciled to the rebels, if the en- 
2 gagemeni 
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gagement I was under in my own country was hot ^fill¬ 
ed, and I recovered my health, I fliould bring as mstny of 
my brethren and family as poffible, witht^ieir horfes, muf- 
kets, and baydhets ; thav if^I* could not pafs by Sennaar, 
I Ihould come by the way of the Eaft Indies from.Surat to 
Mafuali, which* by how »much it was more tedious,.was by 
fo much more fecure, than that by Sennaar. 

I c A KNOT but hope, the impoflibiliiy of performing this 
oath cxtinguiihed the fin of breaking it; at any rate, it was 
pcrfoiial, and the fubfequent death of the king*' mufthave 
freet! me from it; be that as it will, it had this good cllecft:, 
tliat it greatly compofed my mind for the rinae, as I now 
no longer confidered myfelf as involved in that ancient and 
general rule of the countiy'^, Never to allow a llffinger to re¬ 
turn to his home. We that nig-ht learned, that the king had 
been in great ilraits e^'cr fince he came from ^Figre j that 
the Rus, who was palTofledcif all the revenues of the proyin- 
ccs that were in their allegiance, had never yet given the 
kingan ounccofgokl; andrhathcfurniflicdliis daily fiibfifl- 
eiicc from his own houfe, a cow for his own and great officers 
tabic, .and two loaves of bread for cacli of his fcrvalits ; as 
fjnall an allowance as any private perfon gave. It was be¬ 
lieved that the Ras had left moll of his money in Tigrc, and 
had tmllcd to the contributions he w^as to levy upon the 
great men whenever he iliould eVofs the Tacaz::e; but in 
this he difappointed himfelf by his crlielry, foj- no* perfon 
Voi.. IV. M came 


* It '.vr,‘ reported, tvht'ti I v/ s at Scin.tar, that the kiti;j ! iVcn e'efekted aaid daia. I 
have no ctluv au’.hor'.ty, oaly triiuh, all things conCdtteJ, it vas moll probable. 



,0 TRAVELS TO DI8<46V|ER 

came before him, on his arrival at Gk)lidar, ftoril *#’ho!& he- 
could raife a farthing. 

It was about the 20 th of January, that a meflage arrived 
from Powuffen, to tell the Ras he had taken the ufurper So- 
cinios prifoncr, and held him in irons at the king’s difpo- 
fai He upbraided Michael with the cruelties of his execu¬ 
tions, and declared his refolution of calling him to an ac¬ 
count ft>r thefe pcrlonally at Gondar; he warned him in 
time, to repafs the Tacazz^, and retire while it was in his 
power to his government of Tigr6, where nobody would 
moled him, and leave the king at liberty to ait for himfclf, 
Guiho likewife fent a meflengcr, but what word he brought 
did not tianfpire; after feeing the King and Ras Michael, 
both thefe jjaeffbngers proceeded to Fafil. Soon after this came 
a melTagc irom Falil, defiring only that the King and the 
Ras might renew to liim the grant of his father’s lands and 
eftates, which he formerly poflefifed: what was the mean¬ 
ing of this inellage I could never learn ; he was all ead)- in 
full poflefiion of what he afked, and more ; no perfon had 
attempted to take any thing from him, nor was it indeed in 
their power. 

Proclamation was made accordingly in terms of the 
requeft, and all the lands that he had polTcflcd were given 
him: before he could have news of this firfl grant, a fc- 
cond mejfienger came, defiring that he might be confirmed 
in his getvemmeat of Mait/ha, Damot, and Agf>w. This 
too was immediately granted liim, bur a condition was 
added, tliat he fliould bring the troops of thefe pr* v.ii't'’, 
and as many others as he could raife, to join the king with 
all poliible fpeed, and take the field with Ras Michael againlt 

Powullen 
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Powuflcfi and Gidho j and this was but what he had fpon- 
taneoufly promifed when he made his peace at ^inglebcr. 
At the fame time Ayto Aylo, brother to Engedan, was pro¬ 
claimed governor of Begc|nder i and all people holding of 
the king or of Aylo’s friends, (for he hada very large eftatc in 
that province) ^ere ordered to join him; but a very few 
came, among whom was the famous Guigarr, chief of the 
clan, Waag of Lafta, fon to Aylo’s Mcr. 

Mean time the king ufed all the means in his power to 
induce the Iteghe to return tef Kofeam, for her prefence in 
Gojara kept alive the fpirit of a number of people that 
were attached to her, who bore very impatiently to fee her 
baniilicd, as fhe then was, though refident with her daugh¬ 
ter Ozoro Wcllcta IfracI, and furrounded by the forces of 
Aylo her grandfon, who was governor of G^am, and to 
whom Iialf of that province belonged in prbperty. But 
the queen was refolute never to truft Ras Michael, though 
it was believed llie fent the king a fum in gold privately 
by Engcdan. 

It was in the end of January that another mellagc ar¬ 
rived from Fafil, excufing his coining to Gondar on account 
of the badnefs of his health; he faid, bcfidcs, he could not 
truft Michael unlefs he gave him Wcllcta bclafte, his grand* 
daughter, to wife, and font her to him to Bure. I have al¬ 
ready mentioned that the Ras was fond of this young lady 
himfclf, and nothing but that hmdcred-him'from giving 
her to the king in marriage; and it was faid, and I believe 
with truth, that fomc delicacy ^ the king had exprefted about 

M 2 this 
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this fince his return from Tigj?^ was the «afe>nof coldneft 
between and the Ras, and of IMMiael’s putting the 
king on fp ihoJt, allowance c^ his firft coming to Gondar: 
but all that was now remoye<|j^by4he neceflities of the times j 
gold came from Tigrd in plenty; even Powudcn had fent 
feme of the revenue pf^|3egemdcr,*li the p^er provinces, a 
proportion, with butter^ pattle, and cotton: cloths, for the 
maintenance of the king’s lioufehold and troops: for my 
part^ith^pgh I enjoyed the name of fevcral pofts, I had par¬ 
taken fince this laft revolution of a very fmall part of their 
revenues; I had been liberally fupjdied in the king’s abfence 
by Ozor^ Efthcr and the queen. I had few fervants, and lived 
cheaply iti the Iteghe’s palace at Kofeam ; but after my arri*- 
val, the king, on puipofe I believe to difconcert my journey, 
ran me grieyoufly into debt with the foldiers, and other 
cxpences tbatt were, as l was told, abfolutely necefikry; it is 
true, tltfefe paid in part at times but very irregularly. 
Ras Michael was not a man to be craved, nor was my tem¬ 
per fuch as could be brought to crave him; from this it 
arofe that often I had been in great firaits, and obliged to 
live fparingly, w'hich luckily was never a great hardfiiip up¬ 
on me, in order to fulfil my promife to others. And now the 
campaign was beginning, Itorfes, and mules, and every 
thing neceflary were to be purchafed, and I was in debt a- 
bove one hundred pounds, nor would it have been pofiible 
I ever Ihould have cleared myfelf, for my daily expcnccs 
were enormous, if it had not been for the fituation that a 
certain Greek, named Pefros, was in, from whom I borrowed 
about three hundred pounds, as I ihall after mention. With 
regard to Kafmati Fafil, he fent me,,twice, two large jars of 
honey from my lordfhip of Gcelh, at two different times : 
the firft was taken by Coque AbouBarea, the lafi; tafted fo bit¬ 
ter 
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ter of lupines, thai: no ufe cOuld be made of it/I was k Sove¬ 
reign, it is true, and my revenue was what wife men hate faid 
is the heft,—the love of the people. It went, however, bin: 
little way towards fupporting my ^gnity^ 

' ' ' -“r'\ 

While the kingstjwas at Kahha, keeping the fe^val of 
the Epiphany, he received a very extraordinary vifit from 
Amha Yt^ous, fon of the governor of Shoa, oiTering his per- 
fonal fervice and afliftance to the king, and brought ,jwith • 
him, as a prefent, 500 ounces of gold, and a thoufand ex¬ 
cellent horfemen ready ecpiipt at all points. Upon his being 
prefented to the king, two young noblemen were inftruc- 
ted to be ready to lay hold of him by the arms, and prevent 
his throwing himfelf upon the ground if he intended fo to 
do. The king was- feated upon the throne, very richly 
clrefled in brocade, a very fine mufiin web wrapt l|^fely a- 
bout him, fo as to hang in plaits, and in fome parts lliow,, 
and in fome conceal, the flowers of the cloth of gold of 
which his waiftcoat was compofed. His hair was loofe, 
combed out at-its full length, and falling about his head in 
every dirciftiouj and a fork, like a Ikewer, made of a rhino¬ 
ceros horn, with a gold button or head upon it, ftuck thro’ 
his hair near his temples ; he was all perfumed with rofc 
\v ater, and two people flood on the oppofite fides of the 

tent, each of them with a filver bottle full of it. 

■ 

Amha Yasous with his thoufand horle prefented him- 
feif before the door of the tent, and rode till he w^as 
complcatly in it; he then defeended as in a great hurry or 
furprife, and ran forward, ftooping, to the foot of the 
throne, inclining his body lower andloweras he approached;, 
and,jufl before the a< 5 t of proftration, he was feized by Tecla 
% Mariam- 
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Mariam and'euebw Menfus K«4us, and prcventedfrom kiff. 
ing thf gmtiiid; tlte king ^eld his hsmd -uncovered, but not 
extend^- tlnu is, as if did not intend or exped that he 
fhduld Idfs it Amha y^ous, after the ftruggle was over 
aboutiSSie proftratkwa, fuddenly feized the king’s hand and 
kifled it, with oh the pathof the king, who, 

when has had kif^ the back of his hand, turned the 
palm liil^ife; a gr<^t mark of fdlniliarity and ccmfidencc 
in country. There waa a fmill ftool, about half a foot 
from the ground, co^erfd k Perfian carpet.’ Amha 
YalbiM attempted to fpeak ftandiag, but was not fuffered, 
but |:onilrained by the two noblemen to fit down on the 
little ftool; the)r then deluged him fo with rofe-water, that 
I do believe he never ha his life was fo wet with rain. Af¬ 
ter fome general queftions the tent was cleared. All this ce- 
remoniiM was premeditated and ftudied; the etiquette could 
not have been more punftually ahd unifonnly obfer\xd 
in any court of Burppe, and would have juft fignified what 
it did here* 

Amh a Yasous was a man from twenty-fix to twenty-eight 
•years of age, tall, and of a juft degree of corpulence, with 
arms and legs finely made ; he had a very beautiful face, 
fmall features, and the moft affable nianners. I have thought, 
when, i have feen them together, that the king, Engedan, 
and himfelf, were three of the handfomeft men I had ever 
beheld in any country; befides this, all three had fine under- 
ftandings^ noble fentiments, and courage fuperior to the 
greateft danger; charitable too, and humane inclinations^ 
were it not for that accurfed indifference, or rather pro- 
penfity, one of them had w fixed human blood; this the 
4 ‘ young 
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young king had imbibed in the fchool of Mic|j|,acl, but €ov 
natural talents he certainly was the firft of the three. 

Apaktmektb in the palace, and a table, were afligncd'to 
Amhz Yafous, and he was ferved by the king’s iervgnts as 
well as his own; a guard was appointed at his door, the ofS- 
cer of which attended to receive his orders and take the 
word daily. This was the manner of receiving illujftrious 
grangers in my time at Gondar. Anthuld, a Greek, matter 
of the king’s wardrobe, was ordered from time to time to 
bring him clothes of the fame kind with thofe the king 
wore. All the Ozoros, or noble women at court, fell vio¬ 
lently in love with Amha Yafous, as fame reported, except 
Ozoro tfther. The young prince had not a grain of cold- 
nefs nor indifference in his nature; he carried himfelf, 
wherever he went, with honourable, attentive, and decent 
gallantry. But his chief attention was paid to Wellcta Se- 
laflc t nor was Ras Michael jealous, nor, as public report 
went, was Wellcta Sclafle unkind. I was often in the even¬ 
ings in his parties at her houfe; a fixed, never-changing me¬ 
lancholy hung upon her face ; deep, and involuntary fighs 
cfcaped from her under vifiblc conftraint: it did not appear 
to me polliblc this could have been her behaviour, if in ac¬ 
tual enjoyment of fuceefsful love; or that, after having gra¬ 
tified it, llic could have put m execution that defperate rc- 
folution which apparently fhe had then formed in her 
mind. 

Amiia Yasous was fon of a fitter of Gufho; it was faid 
aftcrwai ds that he had a committion from his father, go¬ 
vernor of Slioa, to detach Guttio, if pottible, from his alliance 
with Powuiicn, and bring him back to his allegiance to the 

king. 
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king. Whether this was true or not I cannot fay, but that 
this, or fomething fimilar, was the cafe, feemed to be more 
than probable from the behaviour of Gulho afterwards, dur¬ 
ing the whole campaign. Amha Yafous did not come to 
take pjirt.in the war, he only brought, in imitation of old 
times, a tribute to the king as a teftimony of the loj alty of 
die faithful province of Shoa; but he was fo intcreded for 
the king, after being admitted into intimacy with him, and 
fo pleafed with the fociety of the young noblemen at court, 
that he determined to come back with the command of 
the troops of his father, and in his way force Guflio to re¬ 
turn to his duty, if he was not already determined, 

He had heard, while at Shoa, from fomc prieAs of Debra 
Libanos, that there was a ftrangc white man in favour with 
the king at Gondar, who could do every thing but raife tlic 
dead; it was among his firft requefts to the king, to mrl.c 
him acquainted with me. The king therefore ordered me 
to wait upon him every morning, and I, on my part, tlld not 
let flip that opportunity. Infenfibly wc came to be infcj>ar- 
able companions. Our converfation fell one day to be upi u 
the Abyflinian kings who firfl li\cd at Shea at the time 
when the kingdom of Adel was a great mart for tlic l^atl 
Indian trade, before the difeoveryof the Cape of CJood Hope. 
He faid that a, book containing their Liflory, lie believed, 
was in fomc of the churches in Shoa, and that lie wcadtl 
immediately fend fork. Although I could nor hc!]> {cAifV- 
ing my dcflwLj?f btiving a hook which I had fougJit i‘or in 
vain through the reft of the.provinces of AbylTmia, yet I 
thought it unrpfonable to clefire a man to fend miL-s 
merely for the purpofe of getting it; I tlicrcforc did not 
prefs it, being fatisfied wdily his proniifc; but as my worl: 

would 
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would have been incomplete without it, T aiked m}'’-friend 
Tecla. Mariam to mention it to him as horn the king'. His 
anfwer was, “ I have already promifcd to get it for Yagoube, 
the meilenger by this time is in Amliara; depend upon it, 
my father will not fail to let me have it; for fear ^ miftake, 

I have difpatchcd a very intelligent man, who knows and 
has feen the book at Debra Libajios.” The promife was 
pun<Slually kept, the book came, and from it I have drawn 
the hillory of the Adelan war, and the reign of thofe kings 
who had not yet I'cturncd to Axum, but reigxicd in Shoa. 

One evening I inquired of him concerning the Rory 
whicli the Portuguefe heard, at the difeovery of Benin, 
tliat the blacks of that country had intercoprfe with a 
Chriftian inland date they acknowledged as fovereign, from 
which they procured the invediture of their linds, as has 
been already mentioned in the beginning of this work ? 
whether any fuch commerce did exill with Shoa at prefent, 
or if traces remained of it in older times ? if there was any 
other Chriftian or jewilh date in his neighbourhood to 
which this defeription could apply * ? He faid they knew 
nothing of Benin at Shoa, nor had he ever heard of the 
name, nor any cudom of the kind that I had mentioned, 
which cither tlten did, or ever had prevailed in Shoa: he 
knew of no Chridian date farther to the fouthward, except¬ 
ing Narea, a great part of which was conquered by the 
Galla, who were Pagans. The blacks that were next to 
Shoa, he faid, were exceedingly fiefc^ wai like, and cruel; 
worfc than the Galla, and of the fame kind with the Shan- 
gallain Abyflinia. i he other nations were partly Mahometan, 
VoL. IV. N but 


* Cuuquetcs de!> Portugais, liv. i. p. 46. Lafitaiti 
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but chiefly Galla, and fome of thefe had turned Mahometan;, 
but that they had no knowledge of any commerce with the 
Weflcrn, or Atlantic Ocean, though they knew tlie Eaftern , 
or Indian Ocean, which was nearer; were often ferved with 
Indian goods from Mahometan merchants from thence; but 
that the C>alla had over-run mofl; of the intermediate coun¬ 
tries, and made the ways dangerous. 

After Amha Yafous’s audience with the king, he wait¬ 
ed on Ras Michael alfo, to whom he brought a prefent in 
gold ; politely excufinghimfelf for having brought it in^thar 
form, on account that any other would have been trnublc- 
fomc, from the length of the way. He well knew, how¬ 
ever, that an apology was needlefs, and that Ras Micha¬ 
el never faw any prefent in a more agreeable form than 
that of gold. I was not at the audience, nor do I know 
what palled at it; only that, on his introdu< 5 lion, the Has 
was held up on his feet, and received him Handing; they 
then both fat down upon the fame feat, after which tlicy di¬ 
ned heartily together at Ozoro Ellher’s apartment, who came 
from Kofeam on purpofe to prepare their entertainment, 
and they drank and converfed together till late at night. 

The figlw of gold, and a thoufand hbrfc at the juntflure, 
made^Ras Michael as light and chearful as. a young man of 
twenty-five. No words ’ concerning the government of 
Shoa paffed, nor any proclamation relative to the ftate of 
that province tills filence was equal to declare it in¬ 
dependent, as it was intended, and indeed it had been con- 
fidered as fuch a long time before. As I faw Amha Yafous 
eat raw beef like the Abyilinian®, I afked him if it was the 
cuftom of other nations to the fouthward ? He faid he belie¬ 
ved lo, if they were not Mahometans; and inquired of me 

if 
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‘ if it was not likewife the praftice among us. I imagine it 
prevails as far as the Cape of Good Hope. 

Another interview, which happened at Kahha, was much 
more extraordinary in itfelf, though of much lefs* import¬ 
ance to the date. Guangoul, chief of the Galla of Angot, 
that is, t)f the eaftern Galla, came to pay his refpe< 5 ts to the 
king and kas Michael; he had with him about 500 foot 
and 40 horfc: he brought with him a number of large 
horns for carrying the king’s wine, and fome other fuch 
trifles. He was a little, thin, crofs-made man, of no appa¬ 
rent ttrength or fwiftnefs, as far as could be conjedlured^ 
his legs and thighs being thin and fmall for his body, and 
his head large ; he was of a yellow, unwholefome colour, 
not black nor brown ; he had long hair plaited and inter¬ 
woven with the bowels of oxen, and fo.knotted and twilled 
together as to render it impoflible to difl;inguifli the hair 
from the bowels, which hung down in long firings, part 
before his breaft and part behind his fhouldor, the 
moft extraordinary ringlets I had ever fecn. lie had 
likewife, a wreath of guts hung about his neck, and fe- 
veral rounds of the fame about his middle, which fer- 
ved as a girdle, below w'hich was a ftiorr cotton cloth dipt 
in butter, and all his body was wet, and running down witli 
the fame ; he feemed to be abouf fifty years of age, with a 
confident and infolcnt fuperiority painted in his fa.ce. In 
his country it feems,when he appeassuin flaf(v«hc beaft he 
rides upon is a cow. Kc was then in full drefs and cere¬ 
mony, and mounted upon one, not of the largcfl fort, but 
which had monflrous horns. He had no faddlc on his cow. 
He had fliort drawers, that did not reach the middle of his 
thighs; his-knees, feet, legs, and all his body were bare, 

N 2 He 
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He had a fliield of a lingle hide, warped by the heat in fcve- 
ral dirc<5tions, and much in the fhape of a high-crowncd,. 
large, flraw^hat, with which the fafliionable women in our 
own country fometimes difguife themfelves. He carried a 
ihort larrcc in his right hand, with an ill-made iron head, 
and a lhaft that feemed* to be of thorn-tree, but altogether 
without ornament, which is feldom the cafe with the arms 
of barbarians. Whether it was^ neceflary for the poizing 
himfclf upon the lharp ridge of the beafl’s back, or whether 
it was meant as graceful riding, I do not know, being quite 
unflcilled in cowmanfliip; but he leaned exceedingly back¬ 
wards, pufliing his belly forwards, and holding his left arm 
and fhield ftrctched out on one fide of him, and his right 
arm and lance in the fame way on the other, like wings. 

The king was feated on his ivory chair, to receive him, 
almoil in the middle of his tent; the day was very hot, and 
an infulFerable flench of carrion foon made every one in 
the tent fenlible of the approach of this nafty fovereign, even 
before they faw him. The king, when he perceived him 
coming, was fo ftruck with the whole figure and appear¬ 
ance, that he could not contain himfelf from an immoder¬ 
ate fit of laughter, which finding it impofliblc to fiiflc, he 
rofe from his chair, and ran as hard as he could into ano¬ 
ther apartment behind the, throne. 

The favagc.got^o 3 ^,£com his cow at the door of the tent 
with all his tripes about him ; and, while we were ad¬ 
miring him as a monfter, feeing the king’s feat empty, he 
took it for his own, and down he fat upon the crimfon filk 
C'uihipn, with the butter running from every part of 
him. - A general cry of aftonilhment was made by every per- 

fon 
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fon in the tent: he ftarted up I believe without divining the 
eaufe, and before he had time to recoiled himfelf, they fell 
all upon him, and with puihes and blows drove this greafy 
cliieftaiu to the door of the tent. Haring with wild amaze¬ 
ment, not knowing what was next to happen. It is high 
treafon, and punilhable by. immediate death, to fit down up¬ 
on the king’s chair. Toor Guangoul.owed his life to his 
ignorance. Tire king had beheld the whole feene through 
the curtain; if he laughed heartily at the beginning, he 
laughed ten times more at the catafirophe ; he came out 
laughing, and unable to fpeak. The cuihion was lifted and 
thrown away, and a yellow Indian lhaul fpread on the ivory 
llool; and ever after, when it was placed, and the king not 
there, the liool was turned on iis face upon the carpet to 
prevent fuch like accidents.. 

Guangoul, difappointed of having an audience of the 
king, went to the Ras, where he was better received, but 
wluit palled I know not. His troops, armed like himfelf, 
with fhieltls of no reliflance, and hedgedtakes burnt and 
Uiarpened at the end in/tead of lances, were no acquifition 
to any party, cfpecialJy in the prefent quarrel, where all the 
veteran troops in Abyiiinia were nearly equally divided on 
oppofirc fides ; bclidcs, the Shoa horfe had taken the eyes of 
people li> much, that they began to think little of any ca¬ 
valry that was not in'feme degree equipped like them. 

After the king returned to the palace,' ^eat diverfion 
was made at Guangoul’s appearance, in fo much that Ozo- 
= o KAher, who hated the very name of Galla, and of this 
i ace in particular, infified upon feeing a reprefentation of 
t. Loho, accordingly, a dwarf belonging to Ras Michael,. 

very 
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very ugly, with a monllrous big head, but very fliarp and 
clever, and capable of a<fliiig his part, was brought to re- 
prefent the perfon of Guaugoul: a burnt ftick aitd a bad 
fliield were provided; but the great difficulty rcmauicd, how 
to perfuade Doho the dwarf to put on the raw guts about 
his neck and waift, and, above all, to plait them in the hair, 
which he abfolutely refufed, bothfrom religious and cleanly 
motives; as for the butter, it was no objet^iion, as all the A- 
byffinians anoint therafelves with it daily, after bathing. 
Here we were very near at a Rand, all the ladies having in vain 
fupplicated him to fufferfortheirlakes a temporary pollution, 
with promifes that oceans of rofe and feented water Ihould 
he poured upon him afterwards, to reilore his former fw cet- 
nefs. Doho was a man who conRantly fpent his time in 
reading fcripttire, the acts of the councils, the works of Sc 
John Chryfollom, and other fuch l)ooks as they have among 
them. He remained inflexible; at lafl I fuggefled that fc- 
veral hanks of cotton, dyed blue, red, and yellow, fliould be 
got from the weavers in^ the Mahometan town, and th< fe 
oiled, greafed, and knotted properly, and twilled among the 
hair, well-anointed with butter, would give a pretty accu¬ 
rate refemblance of what we faw in tlte king’s tent. All 
hands were immediately fet to work ; the cotton was provi¬ 
ded ; Ozoro ERher’s fervants and Raves decked Doho to the 
life. I fpotted his face with Ribium, and others anointed 
him with butter: an old milk-cow was found, contrary to 
my expedlation, that fuRered a rider without muclt impa¬ 
tience, an^ Tn nnfie^uangoul into a great hall in Ozoro 
Eflhcr’s apartment. 

Never was any thing better perfonated or better received ; 
jtlie whole hsill refounded with one cry of laughter; Doho, 
a ' encouraged 
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encouraged by this and the perfedl indifference and dea- 
dincis of his cow, began to adl his part with great humour 
and confidence: he was bom in the neighbourhood of 
thefc very Galla, knew their manners, and fpoke their 
language perfedlly. Amha Yafous, Confu, Aylo brother to • 
Engedan, fome fervants of the king, adted the part that 
wc did in the tent the day of the audience, that is, Hood on 
each fide of the king’s chair; the edw was brought into 
the mitidlc of the room, and Guangoul defeended with liis 
lance and ihield in great ftate; a cufhion was not /pared, 
nor did Doho fpare the cufliion ; the butter (hewed very 
diflindtly where he had been fitting : we all fell upon him 
and belaboured him heartily, and chaced him to the door. 
His fpcccly retreat was not counterfeited. Ozoro Altalh, 
Eilhcr’s filler, and a number of the ladies of the court, 
were preient. Ozoro Efther declared (he would fend for 
the Ras, he had been in great good humour fince the ar¬ 
rival of Amha Yafous. 1 had not feen him fince the reco¬ 
very of his fon, and happened to be at tlie door next him; 
he took me by the hand, and laid, “ Wellera Hawaryat (chat 
is the name of his fon) is well, you are very kind.” 

Michael was efteemed the beft orator in his country,. 
Tntl fpoke his own language, Tigran, with the utmoll purity 
and elegance; yet in common converfation he was very 
fententious, two or three words at 4 time, but never obfeure; 
this he had contra< 51 :ed by a long pracSlice of commanding 
armies, where he faw as inllantly and clearly, as he fpoke 
lliortJy and diftindlly. He bowed very civilly to the ladies, 
and pointed to me to fit down on the feat by him. Amha 
Yafous was (landing before him, I hallened to fit down on 
the carpet at his feet, and he feemed to recolle( 5 t himfelf 

and>- 
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and placed Amha Yafous befide him: it was eafy to fee his 
mind was ofherwife occupied, and as eafy to perceive by his 
look, that he gave me credit for my behaviour. When they 
were all feated, “ Well, fay^ he, in great good humow, 
what now, what is the matter ? what can I do for you, Ya- 
goube f are the women in your country as idle and Vool- 
ifh as thcTe ? has Ozoro Eflher chofen a wife for you ? 
llie fliall give you your dinner: I will give her a por¬ 
tion ; and as you are a horfeman, the king, with Am¬ 
ha Yafous’s leave, faid he bowing, fhall give you the com¬ 
mand of the Shoa horfc; I have feen them ; the men I think 
are almoft as white as yourfelf.” Amha Yafous bowed 
in return, and faid, Sir, if the king bellows them fo wor¬ 
thily, I promife to bring another thoufand as good as thefe 
to join them after the rains, before next Fpiphany.”—“ And 
I, fays Ozoro Efther, for my parr, I have long had a wife for 
him, but this is not the prefent bulinefs, we know your time 
is precious, Guangoul is without, and dcfircs an audience 
of you.”—Poll! fays the Ras, Guangoul is gone to Gullio, 
at Minziro, and there is like to be a pretty llory: here are 
accounts come from Tigre, that he has committed great 
barbarities in his journey, laid wafte fome villages, killed 
the people, for not furnilhing him with provilions : here in 
BelelTcn he alfo burnt a church and a village belonging to 
the Iteghe, and killed many poor people; I do not know what 
he means; I hope tliey will keep him where he is, and not 
fend,him home again through Tigre. 

A COMMUNICATION of this kind, very uncommon from 
the Ras, occafioned a ferious appearance in the whole com¬ 
pany ; but he had no fooner done with fpcaking, than in 
comes Doho upon his cow; neither man nor woman that 
4 had 
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Iiad yet focn him, ever laughe*d fo heartily as the old Ras; 

I)c iiumourcd the thing entirely; welcomed Doho in Galla 

Jjj.juagc, and faw the whole farce, hniihed by his flight to 
dr: door, with the utmoU good humour. Then taking 
Am ha Ya foils with him, and feveral great ofRcers who had 
come in the interim, he returned by a private paifage to his 
own apartments. 

As I fliall have no occallon for further mention of this 
chieftain, I will here llnifli his ftory, though not in the or¬ 
der of time. Gu^-jo and Powuflen had gained Guangoul, 
and perfuaded him to make an irruption with his Galla 
into t!ic jtrovlncc of Tigiv, to create a diverfion againll 
Michael, and, for that purpofc, they had fent him home 
nearly the way iic had come through that province. From 
this encmirngcmcnt lie had begun to conduft himfelf Hill 
worfe than formci ly. Ras Michael, fufpedting what would 
Iiappen, privately dilpatched Ayto Confu after him with 600 
hori'e. T hat young I’oldier, Iiappy in a command that high¬ 
ly gratified his nioi’icr, and guided by the cries of the peo¬ 
ple, followed with the utmedl diligence, and came up with 
him in the neighbourhood of Lada, and there, after lirtlc 
rcfidancc, Guangoul and his troops were cut to pieces, 
thefe that had tfeajjed being all flain by the exafpcratctl 
pcafants. Confu rctiimci! to GoiiiJar the night of the fifth 
«l:iy, together vvitli t'lc bl-x)dy trophies of his conejued over 
Cntingoul and his Galla. 

* 

I iJAVE before mentioned tliat this chief had brought 
with liim a quantity c^f large horns for the king’s fcrvice. 
Some of this fort having been feen in India filled wdth ci¬ 
vet, have given occalion to tliofe travellers who faw them • 
Vox.. iV. O • there 
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there to fay, that the animal producing thefe large hoiHii 
was a carnivorous bull of a prodigious fizc, inhabiting the 
interior parts of Africa. That no illuftration of this kind 
may be wanting, a copperplate of this curious bull is, I 
think, in feme of the lirll volumes of the Philofophical 
Tranfa< 5 lions. The origin of the talc is believed to be in 
Bernier or Thevenot. ' It may, however, witli great cer¬ 
tainty, be relied upon, that no fuch animal cxifts in Africa, 
nor probably in the whole creation. The animal fiirnilh- 
ing thofe monftroUs horns is a cow or hull, which would 
be reckoned of a middling fize in England ; its head and 
neck arc larger and thicker in proportion, but not %cry 
remarkably lb. I have been told this atiimai was thii 
biwught by the Galla from near the Line, whd 5 rc it rains 
continually, and the Am is little fccn. 1 his extraordinary 
lize of its honis proceeds from a difeafe that ilic cattle 
have in thofe countries, of which they die, and is probal ily 
derived from their pailurc and climate. 

Whenever the animal fliews fymptoms of this difordci, 
he is fet apart in the very bell and qtiietcll gra/ing-j>hice, 
and never driven normolcflcd from that moment. I lis va¬ 
lue lies then in his horns, for his body becomes ciriaciatcd 
and lank in proportion as the horns grow large. At tlie 
lall period of his life the .weight of his head is fo great iltat 
he is unable to lift it up, or at kail for any fpacc (;f time. 
The joints nf his neck become callou^ at lall, fo that it is 
not any longer in his power to lift his head. In this htua- 
tion he dies, with fcarccly flcili covering his bones, and it is 
then the horns are of the greatefc lize and value. 1 have 
feen horns that would contain as much as a common-fized 
iron-hooped vvatci-palc, fuch as they make ufe of in ilie 

houfes 
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Jioufes in England; hut the Galh, who have a ready nrar- 
kci ibr theCc oi all fizes, generally Jdii the Ixail \yiivn hi.-; 
horns wil! conra-'n /bineiliing lefs thtiri iix g.illons. Two of 
t lioriis, lilled wiih v/iac or /pirlts, arc c irricd very fom- 
nr)du.)uhl) upon a woman’s Lack, finny; over her Ijifiuldcrs. 

I had two of tltc larged li/.cftolc from me that night ooci- 
7>ios, fioafu, and Ciiaeniation plundci cd my honfe, m>r could 
I c\cr lecovcr them. I Iiavc feen them at C^onda'; 'bid for 
four ounces of gold, equal to ten pounds derling, the pair. 

Ou tite rytli of Febrtiary came me/E’ngers from Fafil, with 
the ok! language of propofal.s of fuhmiflion attrl peace, and 
a repern ion ot'h'L'i demand, that Weiiera Selafli' th<nikl be 
given him for a wife, and lent to hint, at lead as far at, Din- 
gjf'bcv, where he would arlvanccto meet her; cxciiting him- 
fMffrom coming to Ck)adar, I)ei?a\ifc the lias had already 
I roken his pin u de to him; for tltc condition of peace made 
vriiii the [va«, when he was beaeging the mountain, was, 
That if .Micliacl ihould bring the king to the Tacav'/e, and 
fuiTCJidcr him there, and then return and content himfelf 
with the government of I'igre, without proceeding to tlon- 
dar, tliai Fafil Ihoxdd receive the king and conduCl liim to 
the capital, and be created Ras and governor in place of 
Miehael. Fal'l liad puiuTually performed his parr, and of 
this Miehael had taken advantage, and had vioiared everv 
article which he had liipulatcd efn the other lide ; and this 
■u^as at leaft the allcdged realbn why Fafil liad icfiifcd to come 
to Gondar. The fame evening arrived ai To mcflengers from 
Gulho and RowulTen, declaring to Ras Micliael, that, if he 
did nor leave Gondar and return to Tigre, they would come 
and burn the town. Tb.cy profefled great duty to the king, 

O 2 but 
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but charged the Ras with every fort of enormity, and upon 
his refufal fent him a defiance. 

The fame evening came an exprefs from Shoa, which 
moft punctually brought the book I fo much wiflied for, 
containing the lives of the firfl kings that lived at Shoa ; 
a fair and line copy, wrote upon parchment in a large quarto 
fize, in the pure ancient language of Gecz. The author 
was nearly contemporary with the annals wliich he writes. 
I lliewcd it to the king, who till then had never feen if, 
and who only faid, I fear, Yagoiibc, you are carrying home 
thefc books only to make your kings laugh at ours. The 
fatisfaCtion I received upon the actjuifuiouof this book was 
greatly dirninifned by the lofs of the donor, Amha YaHuis, 
who fet out the 20th of February, artcndvxl with ab.air a 
hundred picn, his otyn feiVants, and followed by the regret 
and the good willies of all that had known him, mine in 
particular, having been, from the liril time 1 law liim, very 
nuicli attacked to him. 

r.EFOKE his departure he had two long conferences with 
the king upon the contents of the dirpatches fent hy his 
father from Slioa. The fubllancc he frar.hl)' told me was, 
that he did not intend to meddle with the quarrels of Ras 
rvlichacl, nor thofc of Fafil; that they lltould fettle tliefe in 
their own way; but if either atrempred any thing agaiidl 
the king, fet up any ufurpers, as they had done in the perl'on 
of Socinios, and continued fo far againll their allegiance to 
T'ccla Ilaimanout as to withhold his whole revenue, and 
not to pay liiin wherewithal to fupiiort his llaic, that he 
would conlidcr himfelf as protceHror of tlie royal family of 
Solomon, as the governors of Shoa had always been.— 

It 
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It was believed very generally, by Amha Yafous coining in 
perfon, that a treaty between fomc of the great men in 
both lides, begun at his inftance, would bring every man 
that could mount a horfe from as far fouth as Gingiro, to 
over-run both the provinces of Bcgemder and Amhara, and 
either difplacc the two governors, or at leaft force them to 
their duty; and it was owing to this,^iii all probability, that 
Guflio aded with fuch moderation as he did in the cam» 
paign that foon followed. 


CHAP. 
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C II A P. V. 

Rebel Army a^rrnaches Cr/idar —/v7//^ marebts 'ul rf C .ifdar — Tr'.-r.i 
Rqft at Serhra>:os—The Author returns to GuinLir with Co/Ju -ivoi/uil- 
cd. 

G entle fliowcrs of rain began now to fall, and to an¬ 
nounce the approach of winter; nay, foinc unufually 
fevrre and copious had aheady fallen. Guibo and Powuften 
of Amhara and Begemder, Kafmati Ayabdar governor of Fog- 
gora, Aylo fon of O/.oroWclleta Ifrael the (jiicen’s daughter, 
governor of Gojani, Woodage Af'.bcl, with the troops of 
Maitflia, andCoque AbouJJarca from Kiiara, were at the head 
of all the forces they could raife abnit I’.nthas and Nabea, 
and the borders of the lake Tz.ana, A broiller-in-Iaw of 
Pcvwt'JTi'n had brought a confKlcrablc body of troops frtun 
Zaat and Dehannal), two clans of I.alia, cneitiies to Guigarr, 
who had declared for Michael; and tlicfe v/ere the bcR horfc 
in the rebel army, fuperior to any in Begemder. 
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This numerous army of Confederates were all ready, ex¬ 
pecting the rain would make the Tacazzc impalTable, and 
cur off Michael’s retreat to Tigre. Fafil alone kept them in 
fufpenfe, who, with about 12,000 men, remained at Ibaba, 
profcfilng to be at peace with Mithael, in the mean time 
keeping all Maitfha quiet, and waiting for the coming of 
\yellota Yafous, and 20,000 Galla, w.hom he had feat for 
from tire other fide of the Nile, intending, as he faid, to 
march on the arrival of this reinforcement, and join tltc 
king at Gondar. Although it may well be doubted if ever 
he intended all or any part of this, one thing was very cer- 
tliat he was fiaccre in his hatred to Guflio and To- 


\v aifen ; he ne-. cr could forget their treachery in breaking 
appvf.ntmeur and jiromife at Court-Ohha, and expofing 
him ciilicr to frdit Micliael lingly, or have his whole coun¬ 
try hurnt and dellroycd. Although Michael had, for tliefe 
la.'l niont'is, done c\cry thing in his power to bririg back 
to tile king fuch people of conlidcration that polielicd the 
laml> aiid ed.itc'; alioiit Gondar, and were the mod refpecr- 
rdilr of their nohilitv f n- influence and riches, bted up a- 
bout court, and who did cliiofly conflitutc it; yet the cruel¬ 
ty of liis executions, his infatiablc greed of money and 
power, and the extreme facility v/ith which he broke his 
moil facred engagements, had terrified them fixau putting 
themf i ;cs into his hand ; though they did not raiic men, 
or joiii a,ay lide, bur lived privatefy ar a diihincc, yet their 
abi’eni e from aboiiu the king had the very word efied upon 
Ids al-idrs. A great defertion had likccvd'e happened fmcc 
his com dig among his old trocos of'’lume, bodi of ofliccrs 
and foUders. The execution of Guebra Dcnghei, and other 
two nob-emcn, had greatly alienated the minds of many of 
their countrymen and their connetdions; bait, above all. 
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his breach of promife made before the mountain of Hara- 
.raat, that he was to levy no taxes upon that pi'ovincc for 
feven years, (but which he was now doing with the great- 

eft rigour before one had expired) difeontented them alL 

♦ 

The return of Wellcta Michael and Kefla Yafous from 
Samcn, with about O'opo men, had cojafiderably llrcngtli- 
ened his army; added to this, «ooo more, who came volun- 
tarily* from their love to Kefla Yafous; from Temben, where 
he was governor ; thefe were picked men, partly mufque- 
teers ; there was nothing equal to them in the army. 

Gusno W'as advanced to Minziro. Powuflen had liis 
head-quarters at Korreva, not above fixteen miles from 
Condar*. 'I'he whole plain to the lake was covered witli 
troops.' The weather was unfcafonably cold, and confidcr- 
ablc quantities of rain had fallen from the 33d of February 
to the ayth of March. The rebels had begun to lay waftc 
Dembea, and burnt all the villages in the plain from fouth 
to well, making it like a defert betv/cen Michael and Fafil, 
as far as they dared venture to advance towards citlicr. 
This they did to exafperate Michael, and draw him out 
fromCondar; for they had moft of them great property 
in the town, and did not whh to be obliged to fight him 
there, lie bore this fight very impatiently, as well as rite 
conftant complaints of people flying into the town from tlie 
depreciations of tb.e enemy, and ilrippcd of every thing. 

The king often afeended to the top of the tower of his 
palace, the only one to w'bich there remains a flair, and 
there contemplated, with the greatefl difplcafure, the burn¬ 
ing of his rich villages in Dembea. One day while he 
I was 
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was here he fliewed an inftance of that quick penetration 
for wliich he was remarkable, and which, as a proof of thin, 
I fliall here mention. 

There is a large wafte fpace on each fide of the palace 
where the market is kept. It had rained, and it was in the 
evening almoft defticute of people; there were only two 
men at a confiderabie diftance, who feemed to be in clofc 
converfation together, one of them apparently very much 
the worfe of liquor, the other had hold of the end of the 
fafti, or girdle, which was round the body of the drunk 
man; it is a narrow web of cotton cloth, which they wind 
eight or ten times about their waift. The king faid to me. 
Do you know, Yagoube, what thefe two men are about ? I 
anfwered, No. I faw the drunkard untwine one turn of his 
falh, which the other was feeling and looking curioufly 
at, as if examining and doubting its goodnefs. That man, 
fays the king, is robbing the drunkard of his fafli: go down 
two or three of you who run beft, and apprehend him, but 
hide yourfelves till he has committed the theft, and feize him 
as he paflTes. The orders were quickly obeyed; the drunk¬ 
ard unwound his falh, by turning himfclf round and 
round, while the other feemed to be meafuring it by the 
length of his arm, from his elbow to his forefinger, and 
then gathering it up. This was done very deliberately till 
it was all unwound, and the fai* end loofe; upon which 
the fellow, who was meafuring, gathering it in his'arms, 
ran off as fall as he could, leaving the drunkard Handing 
motionlefs, apparently in great furprife and amazement. 
The thief was immediately feized and brought tip to the 
king, who ordered him to be thrown over the tower. Ac 
VoL. IV, P my 
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xny interceilion, and that of thofe about him, he was paiv 
doned, and the drunkard’s falh was returned to him. 

Ever fince the middle of February, Ras Michael had re- 
folved rp march out, and give battle to the rebels encamp¬ 
ed about Korreva, committing every dbrt of violence, and 
burning all the villages, houfes, and barns in Dembea, 
with the com they contained more than what ferved for 
their prefent ufe; but the great fupefiority of the enemy 
in borfe had always made him delay his intention. 

Yasine had, indeed, fucceeded in his commiflion to Sen- 
naar, as far as it regarded the horfes. He had found the 
Arabs encamped immediately upon the frontier at Ras el 
Feel, and had received from them very near 200 of one 
kind or other, of which 76 only anfwercd the purpofe of 
mounting the king’s black fervants ; the otliers were dif- 
tributed among the reft of the army that wanted them. But 
they had not been equally fuccefsful in purchafing their 
coats of mail, fourteen only of which had been brought 
with the horfes. In order to buy the reft, the meflenger con¬ 
tinued his journey to Sennaar, and with him my fervant So- 
liman with my letters, to which, of confcquence, I had as 
yet no return. But what appeared at that time mofl mate¬ 
rial to me, Fidelc Shekh of Atbara wrote to Yafinc, “ That, 
there was no fear but that I fhould be well received at Sen- 

V 

naar, where NalTcr, a young king, had fiiccecded his father, 
whom he had depofed; but that the great difficulty was 
to pafs between Ras el Feel and Teawa, the place of his refi- 
dence, and from thence to the banks of the river Dendcr, 
for that the Ganjar horfe of Kuara, and the Arabs their 
friends, were at war with the Arabs of Atbara, and had 

burnt 
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burnt all their crops and villages: that he fometimes did not 
think himfelf fafe in Teawa, and that a load of folt hid not 
been fuflfered to pafs for feveral months; which, indeed, was 
the reafon why the Arabs of Atbara were come £o near Ras 
cl Feel, and that the king’s horfc were procured fo readily 
at the firii coming" This traitor, however^ added, “ That 
by any means, f could advance to him at Teawa, I need 
not take any thought about the reft of the journey; and 
that it was better I Ihonld come quietly and qjuickly, without 
writing to Sennaar before-hand; and he concluded with 
great profeliions of rcfpecfl and friendlhip for me.” 

It had been very cold, and more than ufual rainy, findc 
the beginning of February; the 9th was a day of clofe rain ; 
and this, being earlier than common, very much difeou- 
raged the foldicrs who were naked, and, tltcrefore, very fen- 
fible of cold, or rain, and, as I have before faid, never can be 
brought to engage willingly, unlcfs under the influence of 
a warm fun. 

At lafl the cries of the people flying into Gondar, fcck- 
ing protection from the cruelties of the rebels, determined ' 
the Ras to march out, and fet his all upon the fortune of a 
battle. The rifk was not thought great, as he had been all his 
life in ufc to conquer; liad a better army at that time than 
ever he commanded; the Begcmder troops, too, in whom the 
rebels trufted moft, were but thofc which he and his men 
had beaten at Nefas Mufa, although led by a very brave 
and valiant oflicer, Mariam Barea. All this wa^ true; but 
then, fmee that period, thefe troops of Begemder had been 
conftantly led by himfelf, had been trained, and difeiplined 
with the old troops of Tigre, and taught to conquer with 

P 2 them. 
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them. Above all, they had been ufed to fee the cf 
fire-arms, which they no lon.ger feared as formerly, but 
boldly rulhed in upon the mufquctecrs, fometimes without 
giving them time to fire, or at leaft before they had time to 
charge again. 

At la-ft, li.avlng-prcviotifly. called in all his out-poll*, on; 
tlie 13th of May he marched'out of Gondar, taking with 
him the King ed Abuna, as alfo Ozoro Eilher, and Ozoro 
AltaUh her filler, and. all. the other ladies about court, who 
were in polRlIion of the great fiefs of the crown, and whom 
he obliged to perfonal attendance, as well as to bring the 
quota of troops they were bound to by their refpc(5live te¬ 
nures., 

• The kihg’i army halted upon the fame ground they hatf 
done on their return to Gondar. They were then fuppofed 
to be near 20,000 foot, belonging to Tigre and its dependen¬ 
cies, incomparably the beft troops of the empire, Cooo of 
which were armed with mufquets, fix times the number 
that all the reft of Abylfioia could furnxlh, and, confidcring 
they were all match-locks, very expert in the managemciK 
of them. The reft of the foot which joined them fince he 
paired the l acazze were about io,cyoo, befides 2000 of the 
king’s houfehold, 500 of.which were horfemen ; of thcl'e, 
few ftiort of 200 were his black fervants, armed with coats 
of mail, the horfes with plates of brafs on their checks and 
faces, with a ihaiTf) iron fpike of about five inches in length, 
which ftack out in the middle of their forehead, a very trou- 
blcfome, ufelefs piece of their armour, their bridles were 
iron chains ; .the*body of the horfe covered with a kind of 
thin quilt ftufiSed.with cotton, with two openings made 

above 
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above the flaps of the faddle, into which the horfeman piK 
his thighs and legs, and which covered him from his hip 
(where his fhirt of mail ended) down to a little above his 
ancle: his feet were covered with flippers of thin leather, 
without liecls, and Im fliri^ps were of the 'Biirkilh or 
Moorifh form, into which his whole foot entered, arid, be¬ 
ing hung very fhorr, he could raile himfelf^ and flrand as 
fir mly as if he was upon plain ground. The faddles were 
in the Moorifli form likewife, bighvbefoi’e and behind; a 
flrong lace made fall to the coat of mail hy the one end, the 
other pafled tlirougli a fmall hole in the back of the faddle, 
kept it clofc down, lb that the back was never expofed by the 
< oar of mail rifing over the hinder part of the faddle. Each 
liad a Imall ax in the furcingle of his iaddle, and a pike 
about fourteen feet long, the weapon with which he char¬ 
ged; it w'as made of very light wood, brought from tbe.banks 
t)f the Nile, with a fmall four-edged head, and the- butt 
end balanced by a long fpike of iron; this entered a lea¬ 
ther cafe fallcned by a thong to tlie faddle, and was relied 
Ibnietimes below the thigh, and Sometimes above, and guid¬ 
ed by the right hand at the height the point was intended 
to llrikc at. The horfeman’s head was covered with a hel¬ 
met of copper, or block tin, much like thofc of our light 
liorfe, with large crells of black horfc tail.. 

The olliccrs were didinguiflied from thcfoldiers by locks 
of hair dyed yellow, intcrlpcrfed with the black. Upon the 
front of each helmet was a filver ilar, at leall a white-metal 
one, and before the face, down to the top of the nofe, a flap 
of iron chain, made in the fame manner as the co^t of mail, 
but only lighter, which ferved as a vizier. This was the 
niDll troublcfome part of the whole, it was hot and heavy, 

and- 
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and conftantly fretted the cheek and nofe, when either the 
man or the horfc were in motion; and therefore I always 
fubftituted a black filk net, which concealed my colour bet¬ 
ter, and for the reft of my face I committed it to the care of 
Providen#e. . ^ 

This body of horfe was able to make their way through 
all the cavalry in AbylTinia, if they had been drawn up a- 
gainft them with equal fronts ; for every horfeman fat im¬ 
moveable upon his faddle, and afted moft powerfully by 
ids weight alone, and was pcrfedly mailer of his perfon 
alfo by the breadth and fhortnefs of his llirrups ; whereas 
the Abyffinian horfemen were placed moft difadvantageouf- 
iy, their head and body naked, their faddle fmall, and of 
no fupport to them, their ftirrup-leathers long, and no ftir- 
rups to put their foot in; but being conftantly afraid of 
their horfe falling upon them, the only hold which they 
had was the outfide of an iron ring, which they grafped be¬ 
tween their great and fecond toe, fo that they had no 
ftrength from their ftirrups, whilft their foot was always 
fwellcd, and their toes lore and galled. 

Of the thoufand Shoa horfe about 6o had deferred; the reft 
were all in good order, each armed with their lances about 
ten feet long, and two light javelins, their lhafts being of 
cane, which they threw at a great diftance ; the lance they 
never loofed out of their hand; as for their ftirrups and 
faddle, tlicy were of the fame bad conftrutftion as thofc of 
the Abyflinians in general, and this reduced them nearly 
to a fo(^g with them. 
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The horfemen of the king’s army were about 7000, moft- 
ly very indifferent troops; fo that his whole mufter was 
nearly 7000 mufqueteers, 25,000 foot, armed with lances 
and Ihields, and about 7500 horfemen ; in round numbers 
about 40,000 men. It is not poflible, I believe, to know, 
with greater precilion, the number, fuch is the confufion of 
barbarous armies on thefe occafions, .and fuch the inclina¬ 
tion of their leaders to magnify and increafe their quotas. 
Befides thefe, Ayto Confu and Sanuda were left with about 
600 men each, to prote< 51 : Gondar from flying, pillaging 
parties, and to keep the communication open between th^ 
army and the capital, from whence the provifions were to 
be fupplied. 

Tins army was furnifhed with a number of exedlient of¬ 
ficers, veterans of noble families, wdio had fpent their 
whole life in war, which we may fay, for thefe lafl 400 
years, iias never ceafed to lay defolatc this unhappy coun- 
tiy ; the principal were Ras Michael, who, arrived at the age 
of feventy-four, had palled the lafl 50 years of his life in a 
courfe of continued vitflories, Atfham Georgis, and Gue- 
bra Chriflos, uncles by the mother’s fide to the king; Kefla 
Yafous, in the full vigour of life, who, though unhap¬ 
pily born in a country plunged in ignorance, and where 
there is no education, poflcfTcd every quality that became 
a man, whether a foldicr, ftatefman,*citizen, or friend ; Wel- 
leta Michael, matter of the houfehold to the king; Bilfeta- 
na Gueta Tecla ; Baflia Hezekias, and Guebra Mafcal, two 
principal officers of his mufquctry, and a great number of 
others of equal merit, known better in the camp than at the 
court; Aylo, and Engcdan, two fons of Kafmati f.fhie ; Ayto 
Confu, fon of Ozoro Efther, all young men, employed gene- 

4 rally 
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rally in cntcrprifes, and growing cver>' day more and more 
into reputation. 

It is impofRblc fo much as to guefs at the number of the 
enemy, they were always very numerous, but conftantly 
changing. It was faid, that Begemder and Lalla had at one 
lime 30,000 horfemen ; I fliould believe this number greatly 
exaggerattsd, from what I hear 4 afterwards ; and that the 
whole cavalry in their army did not exceed what it was at the 
battle of Serbraxos. 1 fuppofe indeed, that, together with their 
fik>t, they did not much exceed that number, tho’ they were 
at times magnified to 50 and 60,000, moft of them very bad 
troops, continually defecting, excepting aboidt 4000 men bc- 
lon^Tig to Gufho, from Amhara, who likewife brought 
about xo© match-locks, and befides thefe there were fcarce- 
ly any in the rebel army. I mud not, however, forget 200 
horferiien,Edjow Galla, fervants and relations of the late king 
Joas, who behaved in the moft gallant and undaunted man¬ 
ner, and upon all occafions fet a noble example to the reft of 
the army. 

Ras Michael bimfelf led the van ; the king the center, 
with Guebra Mafcal,and aconfiderable body of mufqiieteers 
of Tigre; he had no horfe but thofe of his own houfehold. 
The rear was commanded by Wcllcta Michael, and Tecla: 
how difpofed, or of what troops conftituted I know not, for 
the'^front, center, and rear were underftood to march 
in order, but it was often impoHible to difeern any fuch di- 
vifions ; we were often all in confufion, fometimes we wo e 
in the middle of the front, fometimes joined and mixed 
with the rear; all Our officers had left their command, and 
were crowding about Ras Michael and the king; women 
a bearing 
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bearing provifions, horns of liquor, and mills for grinding 
corn, upon their backs ; idle women of all forts, half dead 
with fear, crying and roaring, mounted upon mules ; and 
men driving mules loaded with baggage, mingled with the 
troops, and pafling through in all directions, prefented fuch 
a fuintiltuous appearance that it furpallcd all defeription. 
There were above 10,000 women accompanying the army: 
the Ras had about 50 loaded with bouza, and the king I 
fuppofe near as many. 

Tiik fight threw me for a moment into low fpirits. I. 
know not if the king faw it. I was perfectly filent, when he 
cried. Well, what do you fay to us now, Yagoube ? I anfwer- 
ed. Ts this the order in which your majefty means to engage ? 
He laughed, and faid, Aye; why not, you will fee. If that is 
i’o, I rcjdied, I only hope it is the enemy’s cuftom as well as 
your ma jelly’s to be in no better order. The king was going , 
to anfwer me, when Guebra Mafcal, who was juflbefide him, 
cried our,This is a bufiiiefsyou know nothing about,Yagoube; 
go to yourFelac (cjuadrant) and your fortune-telling, if you 
cj c afraid; v/e have no need of you, nor your advice to-day. 
r.c f pcillfor ihcprefenceof the king, which youfeem to be void 
of,laidf, hir.dersmefrom anfwering you asl otherwife would 
iiave done ; but be allured, in which ever army they were 
to-day, they are not men like Guebra Mafcal whom Tfltould 
be afraid of. The king looked at him much difplcafed, aud, 

1 believe, faid fonicthing favourable of me; what it was I did 
not diilinClly hear. 

It was now about 10 o’clock, when, marching clofe along 
diC foot of the hills, we arrived at Tedda. The burying- 
place of Hatze Hannes I. fon of Facilidas, and father of Ya- 

Voi,. I\'. fous 
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fous the Great, was fcarce a quarter of a mile to the S. W. 
of US, and the church of St George a little more on the eaft, 
whea orders came from the Ras for us to encamp on the 
fide of the hill, which we accordingly did, and were prefently 
in better order than we were when marching. The Ras, who 
had pafled the river of Tedda, encamped on the fouth fide 
of it. It happened that our two bodies, the front and cen¬ 
ter, were at that time treading upon one another’s heels; but 
the rear, from fome accident, was cohfiderably behind, and 
part of it had fcarce pafied the Mogetch. 

' • Bota the burying-place, and church near it, were planted 
thick i?oand with Cyprus and cedar trees. Juft a little be¬ 
fore Rat ordered us to encamp, a melTengcr arrived 
from Metcho, (the Fit-Auraris) that he had that morning 
met the JFit-Auraris of Begemder on this fide of the river 
Mariam 4 that lie liad killed tlie Fit-Auraris himfelf, (a man 
of Lafta) with jy of his men, and driven them back ; he 
added, that he intended to fall back himfelf upon the Ras’s 
army, unlefs ftopt by contraiy’^ orders; thefe the Ras did 
not fend, being defirous that he ihould join him, as he 
foon after did, without being purfued : he brought word 
that the army of the rebels was near at hand, between 
Korreva and the lake; that Powuflen’s head-quarters were 
at Korreva, and that he had lieard Gulho had pullicd on 
advanced pofts, as far as the church of Mariam ; but this he 
did not know for certain, being only the information of a 
dying man. Ras Michael immediately detached Guebra 
Mafcali, and another oificcr, with 400 men to take poflef- 
fion of .^he fepulchre and the church at Tedda, and conceal 
khemfebites. among the cedar-trees.. 
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- We had not encamped long, before the rear came in 
fight. Confu, fon of Ozoro Efther, whom the Ras had left 
to guard Gondar, hearing how near the enemy was, and 
the probability of a battle that day, had left his poll, and 
joined Yafine, with the horfe of Ras el Feel, that were in 
the rear; foon after this juntftion, Afahel Woodage, with 
about 400 men, partly Edjow Galla, (the late king Joas’s 
houfehold) partly Maitflia, came up from the Dembea fide 
of the lake Tzana, and began to harrtfs the rear, marching 
in great confufion. Confu, though fonaething fuperior in 
number, was thought to be inferior in the goodnefs of 
troops by much more than the difference j but the event 
proved the contrary, for he charged Woodage Afahel ft) for¬ 
cibly, that he obliged him to quit our rear, and retire acrbfi 
the plain at a pace, which if not a flight, did very much re- 
femble it. Ayto Confu prefled vigoroufly upon him, rill, 
being now clear of the reft of the army, and in the fair 
open plain, Woodage wheeled Ihortly about, and {hewed 
by his countenance that it was not to avoid Ayto Confu, 
but Ras Michael’s mufquetry, that he retreated to a greater 
diftance ; both fidcs flopt to breathe their horfes for fomc 
minutes ; but it was plain afterwards, Afahel Woodage, an 
old foldier, trullcd much to the known valour of his troops, 
and wifhed to llrike a blow of confequence in prefence of 
his old enemy the Ras, 

• 

Ras MicnAEL was at the door of his tent then playing at 
dams, or drafts, as was his cullom, and Ozoro Ellhcr was 
trembling to fee her fon on the point of being furrounded 
by mcrcilcfs Galla, the nation who moil of nil ihe detelled, 
and wlio liad every caufe to hate her. Ali t!ie young men, 
(Coiifu’s friends) with their lances in their hands, and rea- 

dy 
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dy to mount on horfeback, befeeched the Ras to allow them 
to go down into the plain to the alliftance of Confu; but 
the old general, without leaving off his game, fadd, “ I do 
ftri<£lly forbid one of you to ftir ^ Confu has broke my orders 
to-day, and brought liimfelf into a ferape by his own folly; 
let me fee him get out of it by his courage and condudt, and 
thereby fet the army a better example than he yet has 
done.”-^“ Sir, faid I, at leaft Ration fome mufquctiy on the 
fmall hill, at the edge; of the plain, that, if Confu is beaten, 
I may not have the mortification of feeing Yafine, anti 
the new troops of Ras el Feel, (who were in their j)roper poll) 
and have all my baggage and provifions, maflacred before 
my eyes by thefe cowardly barbarians.” I fpoke this in 
the utmoft anguifli, when the Ras liftedmp his hcatl with 
a ghaftly kind of laugh, and faid, “ Right, well do fo, Ya- 
goube.” Though this was but an impcrfc<n; permiifion, I 
ran down to the Ration with fuch haRc tliat J fell twice in 
my way, and was confiderably hurt, for the ground was 
rocky, and the grafs flippery* 

Although I had only waved my cloak, and cried come 
on firs, a large number of matchlocks of Ozoro ERher's, 
and the king’s, haRcned immediately to the ground. Con¬ 
fu by this time had charged, and after a Rout rcfiRance 
beat Woodage back into the plain; Woodage, however, again 
faced about, and after fome rcfiRance, Confu in his turn 
was driven back in evident difordcr, and puflied almoR in 
upon the poR, where our foldicrs had made ready their 
mufquets, to fire if they came a Rep nearer. At this inftant 
a body of about 30 or 40 horfe (the commander we after¬ 
wards knew to be Ay to Engedan) came up full gallop from 
the right, and Ropt the Galla in their purfuit. Confu’s men 

rallied 
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rallied upon this afliftance, and Afahel Woodage retired in a di- 
rcdlion palling clofc under thefepulchre,Engedan and Gonfu 
keeping at a moderate pace on his left between them and the 
army, and forcing them down, as it were, to the trap they 
knew was laid for them. They were yet a long Ihpt from 
the cedars that furrounded the fcpulchre, when a volley 
was difeharged at them from among the trees, where Mi¬ 
chael had ported his 400 men, which, though it did little 
or no execution, terrified Woodage Afahel’s men fo much, 
that Confu and Engedan, charging in that inftant as upon 
a fignal, they all difperfed through different parts of the 
field, and their leader after them: Joas’s Edjow, indeed, 
would not fall back a ftep upon the volley, but, after an ob- 
rtinarc refiftance, they were broken by fuperior numbers, 
and forccfl to retreat before an enemy, fo overcome with, 
fatigue and wounds, as to be unable to purfue them. 

The whole of this engagement lafted near an hour by 
my watch. One hundred and thirteen of Woodage AfahcFs 
men were flain upon the fpot, and their bloody trophies 
brought and thrown before the king. On Confu’s fide about 
70 were killed ahd wounded; he himfelf received two 
wounds, one a large flefh wound in the hip, the other more 
flight tipon the head, both of them at the very beginning of 
the engagement. 

Notwithstanding the natural hardhefs of Ins llcarr, 
and that the misfortune which had happened was in im¬ 
mediate difobedicnce of orders, Ras Michael Ihcwed great 
fenfibility at hearing Confu was wounded ; he came imme¬ 
diately to fee him, a vifit not according to etiquette, and 
gave him a flightcr reproof than was expetfted for leaving 

his 
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his poft in the town, as well as for his fighting without 
his orders. Confu, with great fubmiflion and addrefs at 
the fame time, excufed his leaving his poft, from the repeat¬ 
ed information he had received that a decifivg battle was 
to be fought that day, amd knowing the Ras’s want of 
horfe, he could not flay at Gondar, and keep his idle, when 
the fate of fo kind a father, (as the Ras had been) and that 
of a mother, to whom he owed every thing, was depend¬ 
ing. He faid it woiild'he mors agreeable to him to die by 
the hands of the executioner of the camp, as an example 
for difobedictioe of orders, than furvive with the refle< 5 tion 
that he h;|d been voluntarily abfent from fuch an occafion. 
As for engaging with Afahel Woodage that day, he faid he 
had no imentbn of that kind; that he knew not who he 
was whten he attacked him, and only endeavoured to hin¬ 
der him from harrafling the rear of the army, and deftroy- 
ing the provifions: That when he charged him firft, Wood- 
age was among the women, loaded with bouza, flour, and 
fpirits, which were coming to the Ras, and great part of 
which he had intercepted, as the Ras would find. Michael 
could not help laughing at this laft part of the cxcufe, but 
went away, and, in his converfation that evening, gave Con¬ 
fu the higheft praifes for his condu<ft and bravery, but 
faid nothing Of his fault. 

Engedan was next arraigned for fighting without orders. 
He,'*too, anfwered with great humility. That when he faw 
the infantry' run down the hill, with ihcir matches lighted, 
he thought it w'as the Ras’s intention to relieve Confu by 
the moll ciTee^ual means poflible; but at any rate he could 
never, whth arms in his hands, ftand looking on, while his 
coufin-german and companion was mafiaered by Galla. 

4 All 
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411 ended well. The truth is, Michael never would find fault 
with a man that fought, however imprudently he fought 
the occafion: courage was to him in place of charity; it co¬ 
vered a multitude of fins. 

OzoRo Esther, in t]^ deepeft concei^, had attended her 
fon from the moment of his arrival, had fecn his 
wound drelTed and fwathed up. A large gaping flelh-wound 
(fuch as his was) frightens ignorsait people more than the 
fmall orifice made by a fhot, which breaks bones and en¬ 
dangers life. Such was Qzoro Efther’s apprehenfion ; and 
every minute Ihe inquired of me if! thought it was poifi- 
ble he could recover. I had not quitted him fin'ce he had 
got off his horfe. I advifed him by all means to go in a 
litter to Gondar, either carried by men or naules; but no 
perfuafion, nor confideration, would induce him to go o- 
therwife than on a mule, with his horfe hamefied aiid led 
by Itira. 

Every thing was accordingly prepared, when 1 received a 
meffage from the Ras to wait upon him, I immediately 
went to his tent, and found him with two dwarf boys only, 
who were fanning the flies from his face. ** Ozoro i fther 
wilhes, fays he, that you would fee Confu fafe to Gondar, 
and bring us word to-morrow how he is; andyoumufl flay 
with liim altogether, if he is in. danger,”—If he has no 
fever, faid I, he is in no danger. If the king and you’^He 
then interrupted me,—“ The king, and I, and every one, 
wilhes you to attend Gonfu.” I bowed, and went away with¬ 
out reply. V hen I was got to tlie tloor lit cried after me, 

“ Don’t be afraid, you will be in time enough to fee every 

thing;; 
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thing; neither they nor I wifli an engagement but at Ser- 
braxos.” 

I DID not uriderftand the meaning of the fpeech, but 
went away without reply ftraight to the king’s tent; and I 
was juft going to Ipeak when he ft^t me, by crying, “ Go,^ 
go, for God’s Ozoro Efther fm been hei'e almoft out 

of her fenfes.” I went on this to her tent, where i found her 
fitting by Confu and drowned in tears, which at times w ere 
interrupted by fits of feeming diftraiSirion. He began to feel 
the lofs of blood, which would have made me wilh not to 
move him ; but there was no flaying here for fick people; 
and fo violent a fpirit had fpread through the army, upon 
Nctcho’s fuccefs andConfu’s vidory, that one and all infift- 
ed upon fighting the next day ; and fevcral of my friends, 
who knew where I was going, fhook hands with me at my 
palling them, faying, “ Farewell, Yagoubc ; we are ferry to 
lofe you, but all will be over before you come back.” 

I Kow infifted more than ever upon Confu’s going in a 
Utter, and fetting out'^lmmcdiatcly, which was according¬ 
ly complied wilh. Ozoro Efther had dinner, or ratlier fup- 
per, ready in a moment, and I had great need of it, having 
fcarcely rafted any thing for two days. While I was eating, 
Ozoro Efther could not flop the cfFiifions of her gratitude 
for the care I had again^taken of Confu. I knew, fays 

fliC, you would have refufed mt% if 1 had endeavoured to 
perfuade you to go away from the camp, when there arc 
fuch fair cxpciftations, you may be knocked on the head 
to-morrow ; and therefore 1 applied to the Ras by forte to 
bend that raftx, proud fpirit of yours, which one day will 
be the occafion of your death.”—“ Madam, laid I, you do 
.•? nie 
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me injuftice if you will not believe tkat I hael rather obey 
your commands than thofc of any general upon earth ; 
But, pray, what is the meaning of the Ras’s fpecch to me 
about both armies wifiiing to fight atSerbraxos * ? Where* is 
this Serbraxos r”—Why, fays fhe, here, on a hill juft b)'; 
the Begcmder people have a prophecy, thaf of their go¬ 
vernors is to fight a king at SerbraxoSf'TD'^feai him, and 
flay him there: in his place is to fuccecd another king, 
whofc name is Thcodorus, and in whofe reign all Abyfii- 
nia is to be free from war, or from any trouble, ficknefs, or 
famine; that the Galla, ShangaJla, and Mahometans arc all 
to he deflroyed, and the empire of Abyffinia to be extended 
as far as /erufiilcm.”—“ All this deflriKifion and conqueft 
wiihout war ! I’liat will be curious indeed. I think I could 
Vvifli to fee this TJicodorus,” faid I, laughing. “ See him 
vou will, replied Ozoro Either ; peace, happinels, and plen¬ 
ty will laft all his reign, and a thoufand years afterwards. 
Enoch and Elias will rife again, and will fight and deftioy 
Gog and Magog, and all this without any war.”—“ On 
which 1 again faid, that mud be clev^i|r managed. And 
n ow, why does Has Michael choofe to fight at Serbraxos ? I 
do not think he is defirous to i)ay his court to the king 
Tbrodorus, or any king brought Iiim by Begcmder.”— 

“ Why, fays flie, all the hermits and holy men on our fide, 
that can prophecy, have afllircd him he is to beat the re¬ 
bels this month at Setbraxos ; and a very holy man, a hcy=" 
^nit from Waldubba, cantc to him at Gondar, and obliged 
I'iin to march outagainil his will, by telling him this pro- 
piiecy, vrhich he knows to he true, as the man is not like 
Voi.. iW. 11 common 


Scibtaxos, abbreviulion for Gcrba Chrillos, the Crofs of Chiift. ■ 
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common prophets, but one who never ate any thing but 
roots, or drank other liquor than water, fmce the d^y of his 
nativity. Such a man as this, you know, Yagoube, can¬ 
not lie.” “ And I, fays Ay to Confu, beihg a prophet that hath 
ate beef ^nd drunk bouza ever fmce my nativity, wlienevcr 
I could not^er;»/ine or brandy, and who give my fharc of 
water freely to ihe faints of Waldubba, as a proper reward 
for the lies they tell, I do prophecy, that there are now 
two thoufand men eating their fupper within fight of Ser- 
braxos, who will never fee it nearer, but wHI all be flain in 
a battle fought at this place to-morrow, at which time Ya¬ 
goube fhall be feafting with me at Gondar, without caring 
a fig for king Theodorus and his plenty.”—A blcHcd pro¬ 
phet you!” fays Ozoro Eflher. 

At this inftant the fervants at the door informed us there 
was fcarce light to fee the way down the hill, and \vc got 
our wounded prophet, without much difficulty or com¬ 
plaint, into the litter. A number of men fupporred him 
down the hill^ jlllb about 50 of his own horfc attended. I 
defired him to feel often the bandage if his wound 
bled ; and, finding it did not, 1 rode on horfcback clofc by 
his fide. For fome time, not hearing him fiir or fpeak, I 
thought he was afleep, or had fainted ; on which I ftopt the 
litter, felt his pulfc, and aficed him if he was dofing ? I-Ie 
'feid. No ; he was thinking of all the lies his mother had been 
telling me : but there is one thing fhe did not care to tell 
you, Yagoube, fficTays you laugh at thefe llories ; but there 
is a Ipirit who always appears to Michael and alTures him 
of victory. The devil, faid I, probably; for what good arifes 
from all thefe victories ? are they not the ruin of innocent 
people, .ind of the country ? No, replied Confu, it is St Mi- 
• chad 
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diacl the archangel; he faw him juft before he furprifed 
the mountain Haramat, but neither at Gondar, nor ftnce he 
pallid the 7 ’acazze, and this makes him forrowful. The 
fpirir has been afraid to catch cold, faid I, bj/f wePtin^fiis 
feet in that cold river. I doubt fo, anfweret^bi^u ; but the 
liar of a monk, who my mother fuppg:SK ^Tever eats nor 
drinks, told him he was to fee him at Sniwsfxos. 

At this time we heard the noife of hdrfes, and could dif- 
cern (as we thought) three men that pafled the bridge of 
Mogetch brilkly before us. As they feemed to avoid us, fix or 
C’glit of Confu’s men purfued them at full gallop, but loft 
ilicni in tlie darknefs. They, however, were found to be 
Ihluiers of Kafniati Sanuda, who hearing Woodage Afahel 
had been engaged with AytoConfu, had come out with the 
liuworihy purpofe of collelling fome filthy trophies, by 
mangling the dead or wounded, though thefe niuft have 
been then* own companions, the foldicrs of Ayto Confu, who 
had been flain; for the whole of Woodage Alahel’s men 
had already undergone what Strates .emphatically called 
the opcratiun^ by the knives of Confu’s foldicrs. We now 
arrived at Korcam without any adventure, and Confu was 
laid to repofe, after taking a little food : in obedience to the 
orders of Ozoro Ellher, I lay down by him in the fame apart¬ 
ment. 

Early next morning I was fent for by a fervant of Ozoro 
Efther, to attend Wellcra Selafte, who 1 was told was at the 
point of death. I repaired immediately to the houfe of Ras 
Michael, where flic then was, but found her without polTi- 
bility of recovery, having already loft her fpccch. She ex¬ 
pired a few'^ minutes afterwards, apparently in violent ago- 

R 2 nies. 
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nies. The caufe was never properly known; fome attn^ 
bated it to the jealoufy of Ozoro Edbcr, others allcdged 
that ihe had taken poifon from apprehenhon of falling into 
the'hands offgas Michael: whatever was the truth, her fer- 
vants cerLoiti^'iold me, that Ae h^d con felled ihe had taken 
poifon, and fUjt the pain becime violent, and then Ihc 
turned afraid, woTfl^lfhe confent to have an exprefs fent to 
Ozoro Either, to bring me from the camp. I had unluckily 
left it before to attend Ayto Confu, neither is it probable I 
could have been of any fcrvicc, as the pc ifon flie had taken 
was arfenic. This accident detained me that whole day, fo 
that, inftead of returning to the army, I went loAyto Clonfu 
at Kofeam, where I found another meflenger in fcarch of 
me. 


The king’s Mahometan was returned from Sennaar, and 
with him Soliman my fervant, wlio brought me anfwers to 
the letters I had written; they had come by Beyla to Ras cl 
Reel, by Sim Sim, and the wcllcrn deferts, the way to Tcawa 
being much infefled by gangs of Arabs, and Ganjar Iiorfc, 
who mm'dercd every body' they found in their w'ay. They 
brought with them only twelve horfes, eighteen coats of 
mail, and about thirty' libd*; thefe were mc)illy returns made 
i>}' tlic principal members of government to the prefents 
the king had fent them, for c\ ery body at Sennaar now fet 
7()b great a value upfm the armour, and horfes, to part ca- 
iijy witli them, on account of the unfcttlcd flare of the 
times, the hillory of which wc lhall give afterwards. 


My 
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My letters informed me that the whole kingdom of 
Sennaar was in arms, that Naffer (who had depofed his fa- 
thef by the help of two great brothers, Mahomet Ahou Ca- 
lec, and Adclan) was upon the point of truRj^ig and 

kingdom to the event of a battle with jiiefc tw<s'officers. 

I was, moreover, conjured, with all '?Tc tSrncdnefs, as 1 
thougJit, of a truly honeft man, that f would by no means 
undertake the journey I intended ; that to come from Ras 
cl Feel to Sennaar, was, for a white man like me, next to 
an abfolute impofllbility, conne<ffing the dangerbf the way 
vvitli the great hardftiips from the excellive heat of the cli¬ 
mate, and want of food and water; that even arrived at 
Sennaar, I fliould be in the utmofl daiigcr from the foldicry, 
and the king’s flaves, under no fubordination or govern¬ 
ment ; and that, even if I was happy enough to efcape 
tlicic, the worft Rill remained, and no human power could 
convoy or proteiR me, in my remaining journey to Egvp: 
through the great defert. I was therefore begged to lay 
all I nch intention afidc as impofliblc, and cither Ray vvlicre 
1 was, or return by-Tigre, Mafuah, and Arabia, the \va\ by 
whicli I fii R entered Abyilinia. This was the fcvcrcR c.f 
all blows to me, and threw me for fomc time into the Knv- 
cil defpondcncy, but it did not change my refolutioJi, who h 
was already taken, not to turn to the right or the left, but 
either complcat my journey to Syene, the lioiuicr of 
F.gypt, by Sennaar, and Kubia, or periih in the aticmp;.— 

I NOW rcfolved to proceed immediately to die camp, ta¬ 
king twenty horfc fVvOm Sanuda, and twi'niy f rom Confu, 
to effort the coats of mail and horfes from Sennaar. I fet 
out that evening with Maltomct tlie king’s fervant, by the 
road of Serna Confu, and arrived about uj.c oMoek in the 

cam]),. 
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camp, without any adventure, bringing the news of Wcl- 
leta Selafle’s death, which feemed to caufe neither furprife 
nor forrow, and was never after fpoken of either by the Ras 
or OZJ^jo ; but very great rejoicings were made at the 

good accounts m^AytoConfu, with very kind expreflions of 
me, both from the X^s and Ozoro Eflhcr. 

Before he went to bed, the king had examined Mahomet, 
and drawn from him the true Rate of the kingdom of Sen- 
naar; he then fent for me, and ordered me to deliver him 
my letters, which I did, interpreting them to him, word for 
word. He faid, however, but little at this time, as he 
thought that that door, being focfl'etftually fliut againllmc, 
Icfs coxild be urged againft the fafer, and more known I'oatl 
through Tigre, which, of courfe, it was prefumed I lliould 
more eagerly embrace ; he kept my letters, and ordered me 
to choofe two of the horfes for myfelf, which I did, one of 
them near feventeen hands high, I fuppofc one of the molt 
powerful horfes in the world. The reft he diftributed a- 
mong the black troops ; the fame he did with the coats of 
mail. I found the army in great fpiiits, but ftill the ftory 
of fighting only at Serbraxos fccracd to be obftinatcly per- 
fifled in. I alked Ozoro Ellhcr if St Michael hatl ) ct appear¬ 
ed to the Ras; £hc anfwcrcd, “ Idufir ! for God’s fake, don’t 
make a joke of this, one word of this kind repeated to him 
v«*uld prevent your ever receiving a favour from Michael. 

It happened that, the day after 1 had attended Ayto Con- 
fu to Gondar, Ras Michael fent ftmie lolditrs into Dcmbea 
to forage, thefe had been intercepted by a parry polled on 
pmpofc by Kafmati Ayabdar and Guflio, conllfting of Ed- 
jow Galla, Vr'ith fome horfefrom Feggora and Amharu. An 
3 engagement 
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engagement happened pretty much in the fame place and 
manner as that with Woodage Afahel and Ayto Confu, ia 
full view of the camp, and afliftance was fent on both fidcs 
to the refpe< 5 tive parties. The troops comm-r^.^ed bvf-Aylo, 
brother of Engedan, and Guebra Mafcai, wcre be back 
almofl clofe to the camp, by the horfe lod by the Edjow Gal- 
la, though brave and veteran foltUers, while Ras Michael 
ordered Yaline and his 200 from Ras cl Feel, (all with their 
libds on) to charge the Galla, now advanced very near. 
Each horfe had a number of brafs bells at his neck, and 
they no fooncr appeared than the whole cavalry of the ene¬ 
my, darting at the hideous figure and noil’c, fell into con- 
fufion, and, being clofely prefled with violent blows of their 
great fwords, no longer difputed the ground, but left the 
field on the gallop. A beautiful grey horfe of Guflio’s, fu- 
perbly ornamented with gold and filver, and having a very 
rich broad-fword hanging at his faddle, and a pole-ax on 
the otlu’rlidc under the furcinglc, was taken by fome foi- 
clicrs of Ras cl Fed, who fpread the report inj^antly that 
Guflio was llain. Immediately on this, orders v/cre given 
for tlic whole army to defeend into the plain, which they 
did with great alacrity, forming in order of battle, tliougli 
neither the king nor Ras Michael left the camp, nor did 
any adverfary appear; and the troops, content with this 

bravado, returned again in great fpirits to the camp, 

* 

This is the account I heard of that day’s fl-Kirmifli, for I 
was not prefent there, being at Gondar witli Ayto Ctnifu. 
In the evening of that very day arrived a inellcngcr fj tnn 
Guflio, telling Ras Michael, that a young boy, a nephew of 
his, had, wiiliout his knowledge, gone to fee the engage¬ 
ment, and had taken with him his favourite horfe, who, 

bein'.' 
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Lcing frightened at the Arabs with tlieir libds, had thrown 
him, after which he had run olT and left the horfe among 
the enemy. He begged to have his horfe reftored at any 
pricev^f tljff s^n that had taken him was allowed to fell 
him. tl^t&ime time fent a prefent of a large quan¬ 

tity of fruit^Send fifli from the lake. The meficnger 
was a pried well kn<^u by Ras Michael, and warmly at¬ 
tached to the king, and it was thought came with an er¬ 
rand of more confequence than either about the horfe or 
the dfh. The Ras fent him for his anfwcr to the King, who 
told him, the horfe being taken by the troops of Ras cl 
Teel, belonged to me, and with me he mud make his bar¬ 
gain : that 1 was at Gondar, and my return uncertain ; but 
that the next day he might have my anfwcr. This was the 
better to conceal the pricll’s real buftnefs, for the King and 
Ras knew how they were to difpolb of the horfe ; at lead 
they certainly knew I was not to return him withotit their 
orders. 

The morning after my arrival this fame pried came to 
me with a nicdage from Gufho, ddlring I would fend him 
his horfe, as a proof of the friciidlliip which he faid had al¬ 
ways fubfxflcd between us, at the fame time od'ering me any 
fum of money that I might have proniifcd to content the 
foldicrs who took him. As 1 had before obtained leave 
frcmi Ras Michael to redofe the horfe, fo I did it with the 
very bed grace polliblc, fending Yafme himfclf, chief of the 
troops of Ras cl Feci, with the ruelTage to Guflio, that 1 rec¬ 
koned inyfelf cMceciiingty happy in having ihat opportunity 
of obliging h.in!, and of Ihcwing the value 1 had cverfet 
upon liis fricndiliip ; that lie very well knew the little re¬ 
gard I Iiad for money, and that the foldier who took the 

horJe 
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horfc was my fcrvant, and had already been abundantly fa- 
tisfied. I dcfircd Yafinc to add, that I hoped, in order to a 
continuation of that fricndlhip, he would avoid, in his own 
particular command, or in that of his relations, .**^faclfiug 
where the king was in perfon, bccaufe it was my inr: ,pen- 
fible duty to be there, and that his nephew might not efcape 
with the lofs of a horfe, if he again happened to be engaged 
Avith the Moorifh troops, who, though under my command, 
were Mahometans, ftrangers to the language, and to whom 
it was impofliblc for me to convey any diftindlion of perfons. 
Guflio was exceedingly fcnftble of this civil return of the 
horfc; he cloathed Yafme magnificently, made him a pre- 
fent of another horfe, and fent a very flattering meflage by 
him to me. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Michael attempts to enter Begemder-^Ftr^ Battle of Serhraxes—The 
Rebels (ffer Battle to the King in the Plain—Armiis feparated by a 
pioknt Storm, . ■ • ' 

Y A SIN E had fcatcely returned to the camp when all the 
tents were %uck, apd the army on its march. The Ras 
and, Giiehra Mafcal led the van, the king and Guebra Chrif- 
tps the' center, Kafinati Kefla Yafous the rear j Netcho the 
Fit-Auraris being about half an hour’s march before us, 
we proceeded along the plain without interruption; Ay to 
Engedan, with a fmall body of horfe, was covering the king’s 
right flank at feme diftance. The church of Serbraxos was 
on our left upon the fide of a hill, and we expefted to fee 
the Fit-Auraris take up his ground for encamping there, as 
it was the field of action determined upon by both parties. 
The Fit-Auraris, however, firft, and then Ras Michael with 
the van, paired below Serbraxos at fo brillc a pace that we 
in the center found it difficult to keep up with them. 

4 - A LONG 
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A LONG valley, having the mountains of Begemder on the 
fbuth, or fartheft end, was what the Ras had now entered, 
and he flattered himfelf, by a forced march, to arrive at thofc 
mountains. When once in Begemder, he knew that he not on¬ 
ly fhould occafion a revolt among the troops of Powuflen, 
(many of whom had followed him by force rather than in¬ 
clination) but likewife he was aflltrcd that he fhould be met 
by many powerful noblemen and friends to the king, both 
of Lafla and Begemder, whom Powuflen dared not force to 
follow him, and who had Raid at home; by this means, 
he conceived his army would be fb much increafed that he 
foon fliould bring the rebels to reafon. 

The river Mariam runs along the weft fide of this valley* 
fliallow, but brifk and clear, and the water excellent, while 
a linall brook, called Deg-Ohha, (that is, the water of ho¬ 
nour, or of worth) falling from the mountains on the eaft, 
runs clofe by the bottom of the hill of Serbraxos, where it 
joins the Mariam. The center of the army was juft en¬ 
tering from the plain into the valley, and the king’s horfe 
palling Deg-Ohha, when we heard a firing in the front, 
which we guefled to be from the Fit-Auraris; foon after fol-^ 
lowed a repeated firing from the van, engaged about a fhort 
two miles diftance, though a long even hill in the midft 
of the valley, and its windings, Jiindcred us from feeing 
the- 

Guebra Christos immediately made his difpofition; lie 
placed his horfe, and foot in the intervals of the horfe, in the 
ipidc . of the valley ; his mufquetry on die right and left, 
the former upon the fkirts of the hill already mentioned, to 
run aloiig the valley ; the latter up the fkirts of the liill of 

S 2 Serbraxosi 
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Scrbraxos. Orders very foon arrived from Ras Micliael, 
which did not alter the difpolition^ and* Refla Yafous with 
the rear arriving at the fame time, }uft joined and doubled 
die feveral ports as they had been taken; our pofition was 
to the utmoll of our wifli; but it had not been, fo with. 
Michael, for he no fooner had got into the plain, where he 
had the hills no longer citljer on his- right or left, than he 
was attacked by Powuffen, with the whole force of Begem^ 
der, who cut off the troops of his Fit-Auraxis to a man, he, 
and two or three common foldiers, only efcaping. This was 
owing to Michael’s retreating' inftead of fupporting him;. 
for he had fcarcely given time for Powufien to come up 
with his horfe, who fought more defperately than was their 
ufuaheuftom, than he himfelf again took pofleflion of the 
entrance of the valley, and lined the hill on both fidcs 
with fire-arms. A very general and Iharp fire from Gue* 
bra Mafcal, and the mufquetry, (wlto had occupied the 
Ibuth end of the long hill) foon obliged Powufien to leave 
Michael’s cavalry, which he would elfc have inevitably de-- 
llroyed, and fhelter himfelf in the plain from the violent 
effecT of the Ihot, which rained upon him alternately from. 
the hills on each fide of the valley.. 

At this time we were in the greatert anxiety, from the 
report of the mufquets always coming nearer us, tliough, 
by the contrary winds, the I'moke was carried from us. The 
day was far advanced, and exceflively hot: the foot foldiers 
were bufy in giving our horfes drink out of our own hel¬ 
mets, which they filled from Deg-Ohha.^ All the troops 
were impatient, however, to come to, an a<51:k>n upon that 
ground. At this time an officer from Michael came to 
Kefla Yafous,^ who was .on .horfeback near the king, order¬ 
ing 
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ing him to fend a body of frefli horfc to fupport the caval¬ 
ry' of his dh'ifion, with an intention, if poflible, to bring on 
a general engagement. In the mean time he ordered Kcf- 
la Yafous to keep firm, as he then was, in the poft of Se»- 
braxos, and not to advance till he was fiire that Giiflio 
and Ayabdar had left their ground^ joined Powuflen, and 
were engaged with him qit the fouth end of-the valley.. 
Thefe inllrudtions were peiredlly underftood by that faga- 
cious and'veteran general; He detached 30 o- 8 hoa, with 
near the fame number of horfe belonging to Engedan, and 
commanded by him, and thefe, joined to the cavalry already 
in the van, again attempting to pafs the plain, were at¬ 
tacked by PowuflTen and the troops of Begemder, who had 
been likewife reinforced, and after an obfiinate engage¬ 
ment they had retired into the mouth of tlic valley, not 
from being actually beaten, but by dirc<5lion of Ras Mi¬ 
chael, in order to bring the enemy purfuing them undei' 
the fire of the mufquctry, on each fide of the entrance of 
the valley;. 

I WAS exceedingly curious to have fecn this engagement,. 
and I begged Kefla Yafous to fpcak to the king to permit me 
to go fingly with Engedan. To this, however, 1 had a flat 
refufal, not without fome marks of. pee villi nefs and difplea- 
fure, which Kefla Yafous qualified by faying, “Don’t be dif- 
mayed, you lhall feeand in that inllant the word was 
given to march to the right, whilll the troops left the valley 
between the long hill and the mountains, and took poll on 
the fide of the river Mariam, with their faces fronting the 
well. The mufquetry was placed upon the eminences to the 
nonh and fouth, as if to defend the ford of the river, thro* 
which the entrance was, to the north end of the valley. Mi¬ 
chael,., 
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chad, in the mean time, had, by the feigned retreat of his 
cavalry, decoyed the Begcmder troops within reach of the 
mufquetry, and they were again put in diforder by the dif- 
charge on each fide of the hill, without being able to ad¬ 
vance a ftcp further; after which he ordered fome tents to 
be pitched upon the hill on his right, as if intending to en¬ 
camp there, 

Kasmati Ayabdar, who commanded the left wing of the 
rebels, imagining that the whole army had advanced to the 
fouth of the valley with Ras Michael, thought this was an 
opportunity of furrounding the king's troops, and cutting 
them off from their camp and ftrong poft upon the hill of 
Serbraxos ; with this intention he advanced rapidly to the 
ford of the river Mariam, thinking to take poll on the hill 
which was to our rear, being that of Serbraxos. When he 
advanced, however, near that river, and faw the king and 
his cavalry drawn up on the banks of it, his heart failed him, 
and he halted within a fliort quarter of a mile of our troops. 
In order to decoy and make him more confident, Kefla Ya- 
fous ordered the horfc to retreat and crofs the river as fall 
as they could, with an appearance of confufion, that he might 
draw their horfe within reach of our mufquetry planted up¬ 
on every eminence. The king (hewed great relu(5lance at 
this manoeuvre, however, wife. He repeated very peevhhly. 
What is this! What is this ! Am I retiring before rebels?— 
Neither did this llratagcm fucceed but in part, for Ayabdar, 
either diftrufting the trap laid for him, or afraid to enter in¬ 
to an engagement with the king, advanced but a few paces, 
and again lialted, apparently not decided what he was to 
do. 


Thb 
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The Edjow Galla alone advanced to the very brink of the 
river, and when the mufquetry began to be fired at them, 
which would probably quickly have put them into confu^ 
hon, the king, lohng all patience, ordered the black horfe, 
and all the heavy-armed troops, to charge them, which 
was inftantly executed with the greateft fpeed; the Gal¬ 
la yrere all borne down, with little or no reliftance, by 
the length of our pikes, and the fuperior weight of our 
horfes, and thofe that were not llain were fcattered over the 
plain. But a greater misfortune befel us from our friends 
than from our enemies, as a volley of fliot was poured up¬ 
on us from Serbraxos hill, on the right hand, which killed 
feveii men, notwithllanding their coats of mail. The king 
himfelf was in great danger, being in the middle of the en¬ 
gagement, and unarmed; young prince George, who 
fought by his fide, was foot in the thumb of his left 
hand. Kefla Yafous, who faw the danger the king was in, 
riding about, holding out his hand and crying not to fire, 
was foot through the hair, the ball juft grazing his head 
above the ear, and another wounding his horfe juft above 
his thigh, but fo flightly, that it was afterwards extracted 
by a feivant’s fingers, 

Ayabdar, after the lofs of his Edjow Galla, retreated to 
the camp, amidft the curfes and imprecations of the army, 
who, not informed of the king’s ftsength, thought the war 
might have been ended by a proper exertion and perfeve- 
rance in his part that day. Gufoo his nephew, who had 
ftaid to guard the camp, but who had reinforced Powuften 
and Ayabdar each of them with a part of his troops, fpoke 
of his uncle in the bittereft terms of reproach, continually 
calling him dotard and coward, and declaring him incapa¬ 
ble 
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ble of command or fervice. Whether this was really his 
opinion, or only faicl with a view of forwarding a fcheme 
already laid, I will not fay; but certainly it was the foun¬ 
dation of a quarrel which, by its confequences, did greatly 
weaken the rebels, and contributed much afterwards to 
maintain the king upon the throne ; for Guiho, who, upon 
the defeat of Ras Michael, was defined by all parties to t^e 
the lead, was as laviQi in praifes ofFowuHen for his beha¬ 
viour that day, as he was bitter in condemning his uncle, 
\Vhich created a violent mifunderflaiiding between thefe 
two chiefs, infomuch that Afaliel Woodage, with his troops 
of Maitlha, left Ayabdar, and joined Powuflen. Confu, 
moreover, fon of Baflia Eufebius, and brother to Guebra 
Mehedin, w’ho had-fruftratcd my firft attempt to difcover 
the fource of the Nile, endeavouring to promote a revolt a- 
mong the troops of Foggora, to which he belonged, was 
put in-irons by Ayabdar, from which he was but too foon 
releafed to meet, a few days afterwards, a fate that put an 
end to his profligacy and follies. 

PowussEN in this conflidt had retreated, if not beaten, 
with a confidcrable lofs; nine hundred of his beft troops 
were faid to have been flain that day, and a great many 
more wounded, moft of whom (thofe I mean that had gun- 
fliot wounds) died from the want of furgeons, and the igno¬ 
rance of thofe who undertook to cure them. On the part 
of Michael about 300 men, all of the cavalry, were faid to ' 
have periflied that day, including the troops of Netcho the 
Fit-Auraris. Of the king’s divifion about twenty*three were 
killed, feven of thefe being his guards, I believe moftly by 
the unfortunate fire of his troops, arifing from his own im¬ 
patience in attacking the Galla tmadvifedly, of whom about 
* fixty 
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lixty were left upon the field, all llain in the attack, for they 
were not purfued, but joined their main body immediate¬ 
ly. 

Ras Michael fell back upon the army, which had en¬ 
camped on the hill of Serbraxos ; and it now was believed 
more than before, that the fate of the empire was to be 
determined on that fpot. Another thing, however, appear¬ 
ed plain, that whatever belief Michael pretended in die 
prophecy, he would not have preferred fighting at Serbrax- 
os, if he could by any means have given the rebels the 
flip, and marched his army into Begemder. The king was 
exceedingly pleafed at the part he had taken that day; it was 
the firft time he was engaged in perfon, nor did any body 
venture to condemn it; he Ihewed, indeed, very little con¬ 
cern at his brother’s wound, which was only a flight one 
in the flefliy part of his thumb, nor did the young prince 
trouble himfclf much about it; on the contrary, when I 
went to drefs and bind it up, he faid to me, I wifli, Yagoube, 
the fliot had carried the thumb off altogether, it would have 
made me incapable of fucceeding to the throne, and they 
would not then fend me to the hill of Weehn^. The king, 
upon hearing this, faid with a fmile, George forgets that 
Hatze Hannes, my father and his, was called to the throne 
many years after his whole hand had been cut off. Every 
one agreed that Ras Michael had \hat day fliewn a degree 
of intrepidity and military fkill fuperior to any thing which 
had appeared- in many former engagements in which he 
had commanded. No fooner had he refreflied himfelf 
with a meal, than he called a council of his officers, which 
lafted great part of the evening, notwithftanding the fa^ 
tigue he had undergone throughout the day. 

Vox.. IV. T 


This 
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which he bud tubbed Lucca Murium, This wretch was a 
native of a very barbarous nation near Shoa, S. £. of Go* 
The namc of t^ir coun|ry fe .Gura|[u6. They are 
T^glo4ytes« and all robbers: their conftant occupation i$ 
attending the Abyilinian camps, and ftealing hories, mules,, 
or lyhatever they can get, which they do in a very ilhgular: 
mann^. 

^, They all wear their hair very lhoct,ilrip themfetves ilarll** 
n^ed, and befmear themfelves from head to foot with but> 
ter, or Ibme fort of greafe, whilil, along the outfide of their 
arm, they tye a long, ftraight, two-edged, fharp-pointed 
knife, the handle reaching into the palm of their hand, 
and about fbm inches of the blade above the knob of their 
elbow, fo that the whole blade is iafe and inoffeniive when 
the arm is extended, but when it is bent, about four inches 
proje<^, a^ is bare iK^nd the elbow joint; this being 
ah prepared, they take a leafy faggot, fuch as the gatherers 
of fuel bring to the camp, which they fallen to their middle 
by a firing or withy, fpreading it over to conceal or cover 
all their back, and then drawing in their legs, they lie 
jdpwn, in all appearance, as a faggot, and in the part of the 
^mp they intend to rob, crawling llowly in the dark when 
they .think theyv are. unperceived, and lying Hill when there 
is any noife or movement near them: In cafe they find 
diep::^felves t|ifcDvered, they flip the faggot and run; and 

you fetze efcapes your fingers by 
reafpn cf greai^* If you endeavour to clafp them, how- 
i^ver, >vhich is the only way left, the Guragu^ bends his 
jflbow and ftrikes you with his knife, and you are mor- 
wounded,,:^ was the cafe with Laeca Mariam. 


This 
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This aHkiUn wa,s no fooner fecured and dUkrmed^ than 
anoofCf ^^th a ivnnihg dipi^round hia heci^ 

and his bands tied behind his back, in whkfi niahtier<fi^ 
was carried before Ris liliChael, wHo/laf lipbn a 
ibme diftaxice from tent, aftdf e^rj^'jjart bf it had’bbii^ 
fearclie^ ' The fellow at fiill refufed fo fpbak,'but,:biin^ 
threatened with, torture, anfwered, in his language^ 


which 1 did not undeifland. He was aiked, who h^. 
ployed him to a.ttem|>t that aiiai&nation i He faid. The re¬ 
bels; and named^'Ciifho and Tdwuflbi: he then varied, 
and faid the Itegfi^ ei^iploted him. Before he was fcnt a- 
way he contradided- this, and declared, that Magos, hii^ 
brother, had eniploy^hum ; and that he was then adbaat 
Ly in the caihp, with four others. Who were d^tcrmined tb 
murder the Ras and Giiebta Mafcal,.whatever it.db.ouMcoft. 
them.. 


A SEARCH was on this orderecTthrough all the camp, hot: 
no flranger found, excepting one of the fame nation, who 
had planted himfelf and his faggot hear the tent of the A- 
buna; and who being feized, examined, and promifed par¬ 
don, declared himfelf abfolutely ignorant of any feheme 
but robbing, for which purpofe three of them, he faid, had 
come into the camp, togetherone of them had ftolen two 
mules the night before, and gone off, and that he was that 
night intendmg to take away tWOy of the Abuna’s mules; 
and he fuppbfed his companion had the'&me intention 
with regard, to the Ras; but as tb murder, or an^ other plot, 
he knew nothing of it. Being put flighll'y to'^lhe tbrture, 
he perlifted in his declaration; and when interrogated, de¬ 
clared, that they all three had come from Gurague wHh 
Amha Yafous, to load and unload his baggage, and tike c^c 

of 
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of his bcafts; that none of them had been at Gondar be¬ 
fore the attempt/except die afikjQin, who had formerly lived 
there fbmd years, but whether with Hagos, or any other, 
he did not know, tttk*' did he ever hear him pronounce tlie 
name of Hagos, nor fee any llranger, whom he did not 
know, converfe With hijm; that they all three had lain the 
laft night at the church of Sefbraxos: but hfc further -de- 
dared, that dife' perfon apprehended fpoke the Amharic lan¬ 
guage as Well as his own, contrary to what the villain had 
all dlong pretended. 

This declaration, which I heard from the king’s fecrctary, 
•word for word as it was given, threw all the coimcil into 
great' confulion, the more fo, that, beln^ gently talked to, and 
food given him after his examination,at night theajCfelTmhad 
again repeated what he before faid about Gufbo, and that 
Fahl, too, was acceilbry to the attempt. And what made 
this labyrinth of lies fiill more intricate was, that it was 
eertainiy known that Hagos, jbls brother, had conftantly 
lived with Coque Abou Barea, in Kuara, from the time Ras 
Michael had put his brother to death at Gondar. It was 
intended therefore to try the efled of further torture in the 
iboroing, to make him confefs the truth. His guard, how¬ 
ever, having fallen alleep, or gone out of the tent, he was 
found ilrangled by the running noofe that was left round 
Ills neck; nor was any further light ever thrown upon this 
aflbir at any time after; l?ut it was generally believed the 
attehipt 'hid been made at the inftigation of fome conncc- 
tidn 6f the Ttegh<^, and there were fome who went fo far 
as to name Welleta Ifracl. 

. • • I 
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Eauly in the morning fome priefts cam? from Powif* 
fen, Ayabdar, and Giiiho, to take ?lic mod lolemn oaths be-* 
fore the Abuna, that they never h^ the fmatieft k.now}edge 
of what the ailaiEn had laid to their charge^ and they 
took upon themfelves fentence of excommunication, which 
the Abuna then pronounced conditionally, if they had di- 
re(5lly, or indiredlly, been principal or acceflbry, or known, 
or been confuLed^ in any manner whatever, as to the de* 
figns of that aflalEn. Several principal officers of the rebels, 
moreover, who had kft, Goadar and gone over to Fahl, and 
who were there in Guiho*s camp, came over to congratu¬ 
late with Ras Michael upon his efcape, fo tliac, for a mo¬ 
ment, one would have thought the whole country interefted 
in faving him whom all were a<5tua}ly in arms at that in- 
(lant to deftroy. What furprifed me mofl, of all, probable 
as the thing might feem to be, not one man in the camp, 
from the Ras and King downward, feemed to fliink that 
tliis attempt of the Guragu^ had been in any fhape the 
plot of the rebels; and yet, in old times, murder by treafon 
muft have been very frequent in his kingdom, as appears 
by their cuftoms preferved to this day ; no peribn, be their 
Ration, connexion, or friendffiip what it will, can offer any 
one meat or drink without taRing it before them. 

Proposals of peace followed this friendly intercourfe, 
but the condidon being always that Michael ffiould depart 
to Tigr^, which he thought was but in other terms a pro- 
pofal to deftroy him, thefe friendly overtures ended .In de- 
ftance and proteftation, 'fhat to him alone was owing the 
effufion of human blood, and the irqin of his country, which; 
was immediately to follow. 
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It was the i/th of May, at night, the attempt had been 
made on the Ras's life; and the iSth was fpent in excom¬ 
munication before the Abuna; and, in the evening, Michael 
received intelligence, that Ayto Tesfos, from the mountains 
of Samen, and Heraclius and Samuel Mammo, from Wal- 
kayt and Tzegadc, were both preparing to join the rebels 
with a confiderable force. We were now arrived at the fa¬ 
tal field of Serbraxos, as we had endeavoured to pafs it, but 
in vain; nothing now remained but to try to which fide 
the devil (the father of lies) had been forced to tell the 
truth, or whether he had yet told it to either. Darion, a 
principal man of Beleffen, and Guigarr of Lalla, joined the 
Ras’s army about noon, bringing with them 1200 men, chief¬ 
ly horfemen, good troops, and they were joyfully received, 

A couKciL was held with all the great oflicers that eve¬ 
ning, and Ihc order of battle fixed upon for next day. Kcf- 
ia Yafous, with the heft of the foot from Tigre, witli the 
king’s houfehold troops, the Shoa horfe, and the Moors of Ras 
el Feel, with their libds, (in all not amounting to 10,000 
men, but the flower of the army) compofed the left wing, 
in the center of which was the king in perfon, the heavy- 
armed black horfe before him, and the officers and nobi¬ 
lity furrounding him: Guebra Chrillos,and Kafmati Tesfos 
of Sire, commanded the center, in which was Darion and 
Guigarr’s cavaln’', for the Lafta men, though of different 
fides, couhl never be prevailed upon to fight againfl one 
another, fb inflead of being with the king againfl Begcmder 
and Lafla, they were placed in the center againfl Gufho and 
Amhara. The right of the king’s army was commanded 
by Wellera Michael and Billetana Gucta TeeJa, oppofed to 
the left wing of the rebels under Kafmati Ayabdar, who 
4 had 
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the left wing of the rebels, under KafaiMi Ay^bdsr, who 
hud lutely received large reinforcements fir&m Gq^m, fjy' 
means of th,c who well kn^ him to be an invete^ 

rate enemy to Ras Michael, and one who would nevet 
make peace with him. 

I HAVE often heard it obferved by officer* of Ikill and ex¬ 
perience, that nothing is more difficult to defcribe than a 
battle, and that asmany defcriptions ar are given of it, they 
generally dlfagree, and fcem as'^any different battles. To 
this I Ihall add, that I find as great difficulty in giving an 
idea of the ground on which a battle was fought, which 
perhaps is not the cafe with pipfeifianal men; and though 
I defcribe nothing but what I faw, and what my horfe paffi 
ed over,ftill I very much doubt if 1 can make myfelf intel¬ 
ligible to my readers. The hill of Serbraxos was neither 
very high nor fteep, unlefs on the north and eaft, where it 
was almoft a precipice. It wa*not a mountain joined with 
others, as the bed of a torrent, that ran very rapidly from 
Beleffen fouth of Mariam-Ohha, divided it from thefe 
mountains. The weft fide of it Hoped gently to a large 
plain, which extended to the, brink of the lake Tzana, and 
upon tills our rear was encamped. The S. W. fide of this 
hill was like the former, and about half a mile from it 
came an elbow of the river Marbm., fi? called Ifom a church 
in the plain; on this fide of the hill'oiir center was encamp¬ 
ed with the king, Abuna, and the princefles ; whilft on the 
fouth face (which looked down a valley) was Ras Midbael 
and the van of the army : the hill here was confiderably 
ftceper, and I have already laid ended with the precipice on 
the north. Along the bottom of this fouth face of thd hill 
lay the fraall ftream called Deg-Ohha, which ftood in pools, 
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ind was the fafeft and: itadieft iupply for the army,, aa 
being pcrfe^y under command ^ our. muiqiiets, where 
Qur horfes could watef,^thoutdang«r t immediately fouth 
from this, ran a vkley. foil, half a mile broady which, ended 
in a large plain about two miks.odOf... 

The: valley where Michael and the van firft engaged, waS'< 
formed by the hilte of Beleflen on theeaH, andthe river Ma* 
riam on the weft, and near the middle of the valley there 
was a low and flat-topt h^ll, not ahove 30 yards in height, 
which did not join with the hill of - Serbraxos. Between 
them there was an opening of about too yards< through 
which ran Deg-Ohha».ta\tiw, ford oi the river Mariam, from 
which you afeended in a dire( 5 lion nearly N. W. up into the 
plain which reached CO the. lake Tssana. On the fouth end 
of this hill, as I have faid, which, might have been about 
two miles in length,- the banks 6£the Mariam are very 
high, and the river ftands in large deep pools, with banks 
of fand between, them. Where this hill ends to the right 
is another foid of the river Mariam,, where a deep and nar¬ 
row fandy road goes winding up the banks, in a diredion 
N. W, like the former, and. leads to. the fame plain border¬ 
ing on the lake Tzana: fo that. the plain of the valley 
where the Mariam rxmsy which is bordered by the foot of 
the mountains of Beleften, and continues along the plain 
fouth to Tangom^, is near : 200 feet lower than tlie plain 
that extends on the fide of the lake Tzana. Nor is there a 
convenient accefii from the plain to the valley, at leaft that 
1 faw, by reafon of the.heighi and fteepnefs of the banks of 
the Mariam, excepting thefe two already mentioned ; one 
between the extremity of the long even hill, and Hope of 
mauntain on the north, and the other. on the fouth, 

through 
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through the winding fandy road up the fteep banks of the 
river, by the fouth end of that low hill, as I have already 
faid. At thefe two places arc the two fords of the river, 
which continue paiJable even in the ramy feafon, and the 
water at that time ftan^s in pools below it, till fcveral miles 
further it joins the Zingetcli Gomara, a larger ftream than 
itfclf, whofe banks are low, and where the ftream is 
fordable alfo; but the banks of the river Mariam continuie 
fteep, and run in a fouthern diretftion. In this valley, at the 
fouth end of this hill near the ford was the engagement be¬ 
tween Michael with the van, and the Begemder troops, on 
the i6th; at the ford on the north end of this hill, in the 
fame valley, was the fight between the light troops and Kaf- 
mati Ayabdar, and the king in perfon, the very fame day; fo 
that the valley Was perfe^ly known by the enemy, and as 
they had few or no mufquetry, was wifely confidcred as not 
fit ground for their piirpofcs being narrow and commanded 
by hills everywhere. . 

On the 19th of May, word was brought that the wTiole 
rebel army was in motion, and before eight o’clock (reck¬ 
oned in Abyffinia an early hour for fuch bufinefs) a great 
cloud of dull was feen rifmg on the right of tlic rebels to¬ 
wards Korreva, and this was the moment the Begemder 
troops got on horfeback in the dufty plain ; foon after we 
heard their kettle-drums,'and about nine o^clock we faw 
the whole troops of Begemder appear, drawn upat.fuch 
a diftance in the plain, above the road up the fteep bank 
of the Mariam, as to leave great room for us to form with 
the road on our left, and a little on our rear ; Michael eafi- 
ly divined Powuflen’s intention, which was to beat us back 
by a fuperior force of horfe, and then making a .num- 

U 2 bcf 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


ber of troops glide below anfcen, along tbe river in the 
valley, take poSellion of Ae round hill, at the north ford of 
Mariana, and eut off Ofar retreat to our camp at Serbraxos ; 
the Ras immediately^difpatched feme ilngle horfemen to 
take a view of th? enemy more nearly, and report what 
their numbers were, and where Oufho and Ayabdar were 
polled, for we could diflinguiCh the colour of the horfes, 
and all the mov^ents of the Begemdcr troops, not being 
much above three miles difta,nce, yet we did not know whe¬ 
ther they were alone, or whether one more of the other ge¬ 
nerals were with them; we faw indeed Powuffen’s flandards, 
but they were fo weather-beaten and faded, that we could not 
diftioguifh their real colour which were blue and yellow. 

The king’s whole army was defesnding into the valley, 
and palling over the ford of the Mariam, to the plain above 
where Kefla Yafous ww vriding to and fro with great ear- 
neftnefs, encouraging his troops. In a very Ihort time the 
left was formed ; the Ras, having given all his orders, and 
taken to himfelf the charge of the camp and the referve, fat 
d^n, as was ufual,t9 play at drafts with the black fervants. 
The sumy was now all in the plain, when the fcouts arriv¬ 
ed, and brought word that Gulho and Ayabdar had both 
taken their ground, not direflly in a llraight line from Po- 
wuden, fquare with the lake, but as it were diagonally de¬ 
clining more to the foufhward, fo that the moll advanced, or 
ncareft to us, were the troops of Begemder; and this was 
probably done, in order that, our backs being more turned 
to the lake, we might be ealier cut off from our camp, and 
furrounded in the plain, l^tween their army and the Tzana, 
if PowulTcn was lb fortunate as to beat the king and the 
left; but tliis difpolition, of thefe troops was out of our 
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fight, being down nearer the lake.' Nor is it to be imder- 
ftood that I mean here to give any account of their move¬ 
ments, or of any other, unlefs thofe of the left wing, m^cr 
the king, where I was myfelf engaged. , 

Severai. fpies came into Ras Michael at this time, and- 
they, and the horfemen that had been fent on the fervice, 
all agreed, that in the center of the Begemder horfc a large 
red ftandard was difplayed, with a number of kettle drums 
beating before it, whidi the Ras no fooner heard, than gi¬ 
ving his draft-board a kick with his foot, he overturned 
the whole game, and afforded, at leaft, a bad omen of 
the future engagement. He then called for Kefla Yafous,, 
and Guebra Mafcal, and having coirferred with them both,, 
he detatched Guebra Mafcal with five hundred mufqueteers 
to take pofleflion of the hill in the valley below, and 
coaft along the left flank of our left without appearing im 
fight. 

The day had been exceeding clofe, feemihg to threaten 
violent thunder, and we were now come fo- near as to fee 
diftinftly the large red flandard, which being pointed- out 
to the king, he faid, fmiling with a very chearful coun¬ 
tenance, “ Aye, aye, now we fhall foon fee what mira¬ 
cle king Theodor us will work.” The clouds had been ga¬ 
thering ever fince we went down the hill, and fome big 
drops of rain had fallen. The foldiers were now- covering 
their lighted matches, for fear of more, when firft a- moft 
violent ftorm of thunder, lightening, and rain began,.then 
a tempeft of rain and wind, andlafl a dead calm, with fuch. 
a heavy fhower that I fcarce ever faw the like even.in the: 
rainy fcafon,. • 
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Had 1 been commander of the Begemder troops that daf," 
this (howcr diouJd have' been the fignzl of charging; for 
all the kind’s fire-arms were ufelcft, and the matches wet; 
but the ]^gem<kr horfe feemed moll uneafy under tlie tall 
of rain; they began to be unmanageable, and turn tail to the 
wind, which now arofe and was diredly in their faces, and 
in a few minutes they wheeled about, and retired to their 
camp. The king halted on the ground where he was, or¬ 
dered the kettle-drums to beat, and the trumpets to found; 
and having continued half an hour till the heavy fht)wer 
began, he fell back as did the whole army, and retired to 
the camp. When he got up the hill, and paflfed the brow 
where Ras Michael was fitting with fome flaves, who held 
up a piece of fail-cloth over his head to keep off the rain, 
the fervants raifed the Ras upon his feet; without any pre¬ 
vious falutation, he then alked the king what he had done 
with king Theodorus? and was tinfwered, “ Begemder 
brought him, and Begemder took him away, we faw no¬ 
thing but his flag.” Lafta carried his flag, fays one of the 
nobility. He is a peaceable prince, fays the king; yet he 
begins with fighting, but he will make amends afterwards, 

he governs this country in peace a thoufand years. If 
he does that, fays the Ras, Powuffen is to die at the next 
battle, for the thoufand years peace will never begin, as 
dong as he is alive. 


CHAP. 
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King offers Battle tS the Rebels in the Plain—Defeription of the Second'' 
Battle of Serbraxos—Rcfh Conducty and narrow Efcape of the ICinff' 
—•Both Armies keep the Ground.. 

whole evening of the igtii of May was fpent in^ 
i "'feftivity and joy; a prophet from fome part in Dera- 
bea had foretold the defeat of king Theodorus, and what 
was much more interefting, two large droves of cattle, the 
one from Beleflcn, near Mariam-Ohha, the other from Dem- - 
bea, were driven that day into the camp.’ Ras Michael,, 
who knew the value of to-raorrew, fpared nothing that 
might refrcfli the troops this day. The king and he, Ozo- 
ro Efther, and Ozoro Altafli, Kefla Yafous, and the Abiina - 
himfelfjgave each of them entertainments to the principal! 
officers of the army, and all thofeuwho were likely to bear, 
the burden of the enfuing C9nfli«5t. The foldiers were in. 
great fpirit, but it was now very generally known that the 
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officers were moAly difaJTe^tedf engaged in private treadeSp 
and in daily expectation of peace. 

A VERY Ihort council was held at the king’s tent; all 
that could be refolved upon had been already fixed the 
day before, and little had happened fince to occafion any 
alteration. All the young nobility were, as ufual, at Ozoro 
Efther’s. It was with infinite pity I heard them thought- 
lefsly praying for a warm and fair day to-morrow, the eve¬ 
ning of which many of them were never to fee. 

Besides the ftores that Ozoro Efther always was provid¬ 
ed with, the king had fent her two live cattle, wine, bran¬ 
dy, and hydroracl; and what was a very unufual conde- 
feenfion, the Ras, immediately after council, came into the 
tent, and brought with him a frelh fupply. He was very 
gracious and affable, faid a number of kind things to eve¬ 
rybody, and allced me particularly how we drank in Eng¬ 
land? 

I EXPLAINED to him as well as I could the nature of our 
toafts, and drinking to the health of our millrclles by their 
names in bumpers ; that our foldicrs toafts on fuch a night 
as that, if the general honoured them as he did us now 
with his company, would be, A fair morning, and fpcedy 
fight of our enemy. He comprehended it all very eafily, 
and when I faw he did fo, I afkcd if I fliould give my toatt ? 
and he and all the company joining in a loud cry of appro¬ 
bation, I filled a horn with wine, and ftanding up, for he 
had forced us all to be feated, I drank. Long life to the king, 
health, happinefs, and vidlory, to you. Sir, and a fpeedy fight 
of l^ing Theodorus. A violent fliout of appiaufc followed. 

3 He 
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He himfelf (the fobereR of men) would drink his horn full, 
which he did, with many interruptions from immoderate 
fits of laughter ; the horn went quickly round, and 1 ven¬ 
tured to prophecy, that, in the thoufand years he is to reign, 
Thcodorus will never again be fo chearfully toafted. 

The Ras then turning to me faid, I wiilx 1 had 5000 of your 
countrymen, Yagoube, to-morrow, fuch as you are, or fuch 
as you have deferibed them. I anfwered. Would you had 
one thoufand, and I had twenty lives llakcd upon the illuc. 
Ayto Engcdan upon this got up, and palling acrofs the tent 
in a very graceful manner, killed the Ras’s hand, faying, Do 
not make us think you undervalue, ordillrull yourchildren, 
by forming fuch a willi: Yagoube is one of us, he is our 
brother, and he lliall fee and judge to-morrow, if we, your 
own foils, are not able to fight your battle without the aid 
of any foreigners. Tears, on this, came into the old man’s 
eyes, who took Engcdan in his arms, and kilTcd him; then 
recommending to us not to lit up late, he withdrew. A great 
deal of buffoonery followed about toalls, and foon after 
ari'ivcd two oHicers from tlie king, dellring to know wliat 
was the reafon of that violent outcry ? by wdiich he meant 
the lliout when wc drank the toall. Ozoro ERhcr anfwered, 
*Wc were all turned traitors, and were drinking the health of 
king Tlieodorus. but it was afterwards thought proper to 
-explain the wliolc mailer before thd melfcngers went back, 
and make them drink the road alfo. 

Tecla Mariam had not fpoken much, her father having 
fent for her at that time to the king. Before die departed, 
1 begged Ozoro Edher to apologife for me, tliat 1 had ab¬ 
sented myfelf, and had not waited upon her in the moin- 
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xng.' I intreatcd her to continue her kind partiality to me the 
next day^and to judge for ever of the efteem I had for her by 
my then behaviour, ^ic promifed to dU £b with the utmoft 
complacency and fweethe&^and departed:. 

Soon after this, a fervant arrived from Ras Michael, with 
a magnificent facMle and bridle as a prefent to Engedan. 
Tliis man toldus that a meflenger had come from Waragna 
Pafil, deling a place might be marked out for him to en¬ 
camp, for he was to join the king early in the morning; but 
nobody gave any credit to this, nor did he, as far as I ever 
heard, advance a foot nearer the camp. The meflenger 
commanded us all, moreover, to go to bed, which we imme¬ 
diately complied with. I only went to the king’s tent, where 
the company was difjperling, and killed; his hand, after which 
I retired. In my way home to my tent, I faw a faggot lying 
in the way, when the ftory of the Guragu^ came prefen tly 
into my mind. I ordered fome foldiers to feparate it with 
their lances ; but it had been brought for fuel, at leaf! no 
Gurague was there. 

I WAS rto fooner laid upon my bed, than 1 fell into a pro¬ 
found fleep, which continued uninterrupted till five o’clock 
in the morning of the aoth. I had fpared myfelf induflri- 
oufly in laft night’s €aroufal,for fear of contributing to a re- 
lapfc into defpondency in the morning; biit I found all with¬ 
in fercnc and comppfed as it flxould be, and entirely re- 
iigned to what was decreed, 1 was perfectly fatisfied, that 
tiiC ucivaiicing or.retarding’the day of my death was not in- 
the power of the army of Rcgcmder. 1 then vifited ah the. 
horfos and >he black foldiers, and ordered two or three of 
fhem, v/Iio were’not perfectly rcccvered from ihcir huns, 

to 
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to flay in tlie camp. I afterwards went to the king’s tent, 
who was not yet up; and the very inftant after, the Ras’s 
lirft drum beat, and the king role ; foon after which, the 
fccond drum was heartl for the foldiers to go to breakfaft. 
I went into the king's tent to kifs his hand, and receive his 
orders. He told me they were fpcedily then going to break- 
faft within, to which meal I was engaged at Ozoro Eflher’s. 
He anfwcrcd. Make hafte then, for I am refolvcd to be on 
the field before king Thcodorus to-day. I am his fenior, 
and fliould Ihew him the example. He feemed more than 
ordinary gay and in fpirits. 

1 FINISHED my breakfaft in a few minutes, and took a 
grateful, but chcarful leave of Ozoro Either, and received 
many acknowledgements, and kind expreflions, both from 
her and 'lecla Mariam, who did not fail to be there accord¬ 
ing to appointment. The day was clear, the fun warm, and 
the army defeended into the plain with great alacrity, in 
the fame; order as the day before. Guebra Mafcal, with his 
iiiurqueteers, rook poilellion of the long hill in the valley, 
and coailed tlie left flank of our left wing, the river Ma¬ 
riam and its high banks being only betwxcn us. 'I’heking 
look his poll, with the winding road aforementioned (up 
the fieep banks of the Mariam} clofc on his left. Cuelira 
Mafcal having come to tlie fourli end of the hill below, 
marched brilkly up the road, and then advanced about 200 
yards, making his men lye down at the brink of the hill 
next the plain, among bent grafs, and thin tall llu'iibs like 
Spanilli broom, fo as to be perfectly out of fight ;• his line 
was at right angles with our front, fo that his fire mufl; 
cafilade the whole front of Our line. 
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If not very ufeful, yet it may, however, be thought cuk 
rious, to know the difpofition of a barbarous army ready to 
engage in a pitched battle as this was. Kefla Yafous,who 
commanded the left-wing under the king, placed his Ca¬ 
valry in a line to the opening of the road down into the val-- 
ley; between every two mufquets were men armed with 
lances and fhields; then, at a particular diftance, dole be¬ 
fore this line of horfe, was a body of lances, and mufquets, 
or fometimes either of them, in feveral lines, or, as they ap¬ 
peared, a round body of foldiers, ftanding together without 
any order at all; then another line of horfe, with men be¬ 
tween, alternately as*before ; then another round corps of 
lances and mufquets, advanced juft before the line of horfe,. 
and fo on tetthe end of the divifion. 

I KNOW nothing of the difpofitiori of the reft of the ar¬ 
my, nor the ground they were engaged on; that where we 
ftood was as perfeft a plain as that commonly chofen to 
run races upon, and fo I believe was the reft, only floping 
more to the lake Tzana. 

The king’s infantry was drawn up in one line, having a 
mufqu'eteer between every two men, with lances and fliields. 
Immediately in the center was the black horfe, and the 
Moors of Ras el Feel, with their libds, difpofed on each of 
their flanks. Immediately behind thefe was the king in 
perfon, with a large body of young nobility and great of¬ 
ficers of ftatc, about him. On the right and left flank of the 
line, a little in the rear, were all the reft; of the king’s horfci 
divided into two large bodies, Guebra Mafcal hid in the bank 
on our left at right angles with the line, enfilading, as 1 have 
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already feid, the whole line of our infantry; this will be 
eafily underllood by confulting the plan where H H, 
G G, F, and I» reprefent the difpofition that I have now def- 
cribcd. 

It was full half an hour after the king had formed be¬ 
fore the army of Begemder mad# any motion. The Ras 
firft faw them from the hill, and made a lignal, by beating 
his drums and blowing his trumpets ; this was immediately 
anfwercd by all the drums and trumpets of the left wing, 
and for the fpace of a minute, a thick cloud of dull (like the 
fmoke of a large city on fire) appeared on the fide of Korreva, 
occafioned, as the day before, by the Begemder troops mount¬ 
ing on horfeback ; the ground where they were encamped 
being trodden into powder, by fuch a number of men and 
liorfe palling over it fo often, and now raifed by the mo¬ 
tion of the horfes feet, was whirled round by a very moder¬ 
ate breeze, that blew fteadily; it every minute increafed 
in darknefs, and alTumed various fliapes and forms, of towers 
caftles, and battlements, as fancy fuggelled. In the middle, 
of this great cloud we began to perceive indillindly part of 
the horfemcn, then a much greater number, and the figure 
of the horfes more accurately defined, which came moving 
majellically upon u«, fometimes partially feen, at other times 
concealed by being wrapt up in clouds and darknefs; the 
whole made a moll extraordinary; but truly picturcfquc ap¬ 
pearance. 

I WAS fo ftruck with this, that T could not help faying 
to Billcrana Gueta Ammonios, who commanded the horle 
under me, Is not that a glorious fight Ammenios ! who,, 

that 
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that was a king, would not be fond of war? David, however, 
curfes tho/e that delight in war, fays Ammonios. Therefore, 
replied I, there muft be pleafure in it, or elle no body would 
fall into a ftn that was difagreeablein irfelf, and at the lame 
time forbidden by God. Well, well, replied Ammonios, this is 
not a time for argument, fee what a glorious Ipeftacle' we 
ihall all be before funUt 

"N 

At this time Powuflen’s whole army was diftindly feen; 
they came riding backwards and forwards with great vio¬ 
lence, more as if they were diverting themfelves, than ad¬ 
vancing to attack an enemy, of our confequence, that was 
waiting them. They feemed like two wings, and a main bo¬ 
dy, each nearly equal in numbers, as far as 1 could guefs, and 
are deferibed in the plan by the letters L L, but they were 
fometimes all in one croud together, and in fuch perpetual 
motion, that it was impodible to alcertain their precife 
form. 

Tour men, upon urfruly, high-mettled, or at leall ill- 
hroke horfes, rode galloping a fmall fpace before, conver- 
fng together, as if making their obfervations' upon us: 
they were now arrived at about lix hundred yards diftance, 
but it was not a time to make accurate calculation ; they 
then made a ftop, and began extending the left of their 
line to the weftwstrd, as deferibed by M M. I fuppofe, too, 
their horfes needed to breathe a little, after they had fo 
imprudently blown them to no purpofe. 

In the middle of their cavalry, or rather a little more 
towards their right, than oppofite to the place where the 
king was, a large red flag was feen to rife, and was faluted 
I by 
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hy the drums and trumpets of their whole army. An ac¬ 
cident happened at this moment, which endangered the 
difcovery of the hidden part of our difpofition, and which 
would thereby have deftroyed the fanguinc hopes we had 
of vi( 51 :ory, and endangered the fafety of the wh de army. 
Upon difplaying the red flag, two mufquets were fired from 
the poll in the face of the hill where Guchra Mafcal lay in 
ambufli. Luckily, at that very inftant, all the king’s drums 
beat, and trumpets founded, a kind of mock alarm, (fuch 
as the pofture - mailers and mountebanks ufe,) in ridi¬ 
cule of king Theodorus, and his red flag then flying before 
us. 


Immediately upon this, as on a fignal for battle, the 
whole army of Begemder fet out full gallop, to charge, as 
at N N, and a long hundred yards before they joined, they 
received, through the very depth of their fquadron, a clofe 
well-diredted fire from the whole mufquctry of Guebra 
Mafcal, and from the king’s line an inftant after, which 
put them into the utmoll confulion, fo that they in part 
came reeling down upon our line, half wheeled about to 
the left, as men that had loft their way, with their right, 
that is, their naked fides expofed as they turned, their 
lliields being in their left. The fire from Guebra Mafcal was 
the fignal for outline to-charge, and the heavy-armed horfe- 
men, with their pikes, broke tliro’ them withlittle rcfiftancc,. 
the line in the mean whilei with horfe and foot, clofed with 
them, after the mufquets had giv^m them their fire, and; 
then ftaid behind to recharge. Part of their left did not 
engage at all, but wlieeled about, and fled fouthward over- 
thc.plain. 


While 
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While their army was thus feparated into two divifionSy 
hoth in great confufion, the king, with his refervc, fell fu- 
rioufly upon them ; and being followed by all the reft of 
the horfe, they puflied the right divifion (where Powuflen 
was in perfon) along the plain, but thefe retired, fighting ve¬ 
ry obftinately, and often rallying. Kefla Yafous faw the great 
danger to which the king would quickly be expofed by pur- 
fuing the troops of Begemder fo far at a diftance from his 
foot, and that they would foon turn upon and overpower 
him with numbers, and then furround him. He therefore, 
with great prefence of mind, provided for his retreat. He 
drew up the heavy-armed horfe which could not gallop, 
the Moors of Ras el Feel, and the foot which were left be¬ 
hind, and which had now recharged their firelocks before 
the narrow road, and ordered G.uebra Mafcal to refume his 
ftation. He then twice, with great earneftnefs, cried in a 
loud voice to the foldiers. The king’s fafety depends upon 
you,—Stand firm, or all is loft. After which, he galloped, with 
a fmall body of horfe, to join the king, clofely engaged at 
a confiderable diftance; The foot that had purfued, or 
were fcattercd, now came in by tens and twelves, and joined 
the heavy-armed horfe, fo that we began again to Ihew a 
very' good countenance. Among thefe, a common foldier 
of the king’s houfehold, bufied in the vile pradlice of mang¬ 
ling and fpoiling the dead, found the red colours of king 
Theodoras lying upon the field, which he delivered me, up¬ 
on promife of a reward, and which I gave a fervant of 
my own to keep till after the engagement. 

* f 

At this inftf nt Guebra Mafcal came up from below the 
bank, leaping and flourifliing his gun about his head, and 
crying, juft before my horfe, “JNowj Yagoube^ftand firm, if 

I you 
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you are a man.” “ Look at me, you drunken flave, faid L 
armed, or unarmed, and fay, it is not a boaft if I count 
myfelf at all times a better man than you. Away to your 
hiding - hole again, and for your life appear within my 
reach. Away! you are not now, as the other day, before the 
king.” The man cried out in a tranfport of impatience, ** By 
G—d, you don’t know what I mean; but here they all come, 
Rand firm, if you are menand faying this, he ran nimbly 
off, and hid himfelf below the bank, with his lighted 
match in one hand, and all ready. 

It is proper, for connedlion’s fake, though 1 did not my¬ 
felf fee it, to relate what had happened to the king, who had 
purfued the Bcgemder horfe to a very confiderable diftance, 
and was then at, S S in the plan, when the whole army of 
the rebels that had not engaged, obferving the reiiftancc 
made by Powuffen, and part of the divifion which they had 
left, turned fuddenly back from their flight, and at R R 
nearly furrounded the king and his cavalry, whom they 
had now driven to the very edge of the fleepcfl part of the 
bank of the Mariam. Kefla Yafous’s arrival, indeed, and 
his exerting himfelf to the -utmoft, fighting with his own 
hand like any common foldicr, had brought fome relief; 
yet as frefti horfe came in, there can be little doubt at the 
end, that the king miift have been either llain or taken 
prifoner, if Sertza Denghel, a youn^ man of Amhara, a re¬ 
lation of Gufho, and who bad a finall poll in the palace, 
had not difmounted, and offered to lead the king’s horfe 
down the lleepell of the banks into the river. To this, how¬ 
ever, he received an abfolute refufal. “ I lhall die here this 
day, fays the king, but while I have a man left, will never 
turn my back upoivthe febfels.” Sertza Denghel hearing 
VoL. iv. y thia 
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this vain difcourfe, and feeing no time was to be loft, took 
hold of the bridle by force, at T, and happily led the horfe 
along one of the Iheep-paths, flanting down the declivity of 
the bank. The king having in vain threatened di/pJeafure, 
and even death, with the butt*end of his lance, in defpair, 
ftruck Sertza Denghel in the month, and beat out all his 
fore-teeth. A bank of gravel, like a bridge, feparated two 
deep pools, in the river Mariam, over which the king efca- 
ped, .though with dijB 5 cuity,- the ground being foul with 
quick fand. 

All the foot that had remained about the king ran 
down the bank, where the Begemder horie could not pur- 
fue them, and joined him in the valley, where he made the 
beft of hi’s way towards the fouth fide of the long low hill, 
by the winding road, on the fide of which, and juft above 
him, was placed Guebra Mafcal. Ras Michael, who faw the 
dangerous fituation and efcape of the king, and who had 
kept AytoEngedan near forfome fuch purpofes, difpatchcd 
him with a confiderable body of horfe, along the low hill, 
ordering him immediately to join the king, and cover his 
retreat; he likewife detached a confiderable body of muf- 
quetcers, and mounted for the greater fpeed upon njtdes, 
who were dire<?ted to take poll upon the fouth end of the 
round hill, below the winding road, while another party 
poflefled themfelves of fome rocky ground on the fouth fide 
of the valley. This command was as foon executed as 
given. Ayto Engedan joined the king, who had loft all his 
kettle-drilms but one, now beating before him, and upon 
his arrival at the entrance of the valley, the king, at V, turn¬ 
ed his face to the enemy, having the mufquetry, at X and Y, 
newly arrived from the camp on his right and left. 


Kefla 
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Kefla Yasoits was immediately acquainted with the 
king’s efcape, and, knowing the confcquence of protrafting 
time, renewed the engagement with fomuch vigour, that he 
puQied the hbrfe of Begemder to fome fmall diAance back 
into the plain. PowuITeriy whofe only view was to take the 
king prifoner, and wreft the poflelhon of his perfon, and 
with that his authority from Ras Michael, was much dif- 
concerted at the unexpefted way by which the king ef- 
caped ; he after this halted a little for council, then divid¬ 
ed his troops, with one part of which he refolved to go 
down the winding road, and with the other to pafs at the 
jun< 5 lion of the rivers,4 9.nd enter the valley in that direc¬ 
tion, in order to overtake the king, and intercept him in his 
way to the camp, in cafe any thing obftrudled his paffing 
the winding road. Kefla Yafous took advantage of this 
movement, and with his horfc made his way to join the 
heavy-armed troops, and thofe who had joined the line, 
Handing clofely and firmly where they were ftationed. 

The firft perfon that appeared was Kefla Yafous, and the 
horfe with him, ftretching out his hand, (his face being all 
befmeared with blood, for I c was wounded in his forehead) 
he cried as loud as he could. Stand firm, the king is fafe in 
the valley.. He had fcarce faced about, and joined the 
line, when the enemy approached at a brifk gallop. The 
Begemder horfe were clpfcr than ulual, and deeper than the 
front was broad; they refemblcd therefore an oblong fquare, 
if they refembled any thing; but the truth is, they were all 
in diforder, and their figure, never regular, changed every 
moment; the right of their front (which was not equal to < 
ours) was finally placed againfl the road, being clofe by 
Cuebra MafeaFs poll, whofe men were much increafed in 

Y a number; 
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number; they received the difeharge of his whole mul^ue- 
try in two vollies, fo near that I fcarce believe there was one 
fhot that did not take place oh man pr horfe. A great cry 
from the bank at the fame time added to their panic, which 
was anfwered by the king’s troops, who immediately char¬ 
ged them as before^ as they wheeled half round to the left. 
They were purfued, for a fmall didance, by feme of the 
troops that had not engaged in the morning, and it was 
eafy to perceive their diforder was real, and that they were 
not likely to rally. By this laft difeharge, Powuflen was 
flightly wounded, and his men were plainly feen hurrying 
him ofl'the field. * In the very inftant the rebels turned their 
backs, Kefia Yafous ordered all the troops, horfe and foot, to 
file olF down the narrow road into the valley, behind the 
heavy-armed horfe, who kept their ground before the road,, 
and there to join the king. 

For my part, I thought the affair was over, when, lafi of 
all, we, too, with our heavy horfes, descended the road,, 
where we found Guebra Mafcal, (whofe adlivity was 
above all praife) drawn up on our right along the foot of 
the bank, (with a large pool of water in his front) flanking 
the valley, the king drawn up in the narroweft part of it, 
and juft engaged with the troojj's of Lafta and Begemder, 
that had gone round by the jundfion of the rivers. Thefe 
had loft, as we afterwards heard, much time in giving their 
horfes water. They were, however, the more refrefhed. 
when they did come, and though they had received a fire 
from the troops on the round hill, and from thofe pofted 
•;bn the rocky ground, on the other fide of the valley, they 
had beat the king and Engedan back, and wounded him 
in the thigh. 

Ax. 
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At this time the Koccob horfe, and Yafine with his Moora 
(who had the charge of the road above till all the troops 
were gone) arrived, being as it were fhut out from the ar¬ 
my, who were engaged at the other fide of the hill. Kefla 
Yafous, after defcending through the winding road into the 
valley, ordered Guebra Mafcal to pafs the pool, and Hand 
at the bottom of the winding road, for fear the enemy 
fhoiild enter at the valley on the king’s right, where the 
river ran, and fo cut us off from our camp;, 

This fpace he was then occupying when Yafine, firft, and- 
afterwards, our black horfe, arrived. Hc; had, it feems, cried 
out to me before from the fide of the pool, but I had not 
then heard him. He now, however, repeated. Where arc 
you going, Yagoube ? To die, faid I, furlily; it is the bufinefs 
of the day. He then added, Kefla Yafous has crofled over 
behind Baflia Hezekias, and fallen into the king’s rear. 
You know well, faid I, our poll is in his front. Then follow 
me, cried Mafcal, for by G--d I fay you lhall not take one 
ftep to-day, but I will go five before you. So faying, he ad¬ 
vanced veiy hallily, and when he faw the Begemder co¬ 
lours retreating before the king, he poured in a volley, 
which, though at a conliderable diftance, turned all to a 
perfcifl flight. 

We entered' upon the fmofcc, juft before the Shoa 
horfe, with no lofs, and very little refinance, and came 
juft into the place which we occupied in the morning. 
Though the flight of the rebels was apparently real, Kefla 
Yafous would not fufler a purfuit into the plain, but ad¬ 
vancing f ngly before us, began to form immediately; the 
mufquetry were planted on each fide of the valley as far 

up. 
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up the hill as to be out of reach of the horfe, and the reft 
of the infantry in the plain; Baflia Hezekias was on the round 
hill juft behind the center, where the king had placed him- 
felf, and Guebra Mafcal nearly where he ftood before. 

The army now made an appearance of a large fe<ftion of 
an amphitheatre. I obferved the king had pulled off the 
diadem, or white fillet he wears for diftindtion, and,.was 
very intent upon renewing the engagement; the Begemder 
troops were forming, with great alertnefs, about half a mile 
below, being reinforced from time to time. The king order¬ 
ed his drums to beat, and his trumpets to found, to inform 
the enemy he was ready; but they did not anfwer, or advance: 
foon after (it being near three o’clock) the weather became 
overCaft, and cold, on which the troops of Begemder beat a re¬ 
treat ; the king, very foon after, did the fame, and returned 
to the camp without further moleftation; only that coming 
near a rock which projedted into the valley, (not far diftant 
from the camp) a multitude of pcafants belonging to Ma- 
riam-Ohha, threw down a fliower of ftones from their hands 
and flings, which hurt feveral. The king ordered them- to 
be fired at, though they were a great diftance off, and paffed 
on: but Guebra Mafcal commanding about fifty men to 
run briflely up the hill, on each fide of the rock, gave them 
two difeharges at a lefs diftance, v/hich killed or wounded 
many, and made the reft difappear in a moment. 

I DOUBT that my reader will be more than fufliciently 
tired with the detail of this fecond battle of Serbraxos ; but, 
as it was a very remarkable incident in my life, 1 could not 
omit it as far as I faw it my felf, and fupprefling any one part 
of it would have involved the reft in a confufion, with which 
3 1 fear 



I fear it may be ftill too juflly charged. I therefore lhall 
only fay for connection’s fake, that Gulh.o and Guebra Ciiri- 
ftos, in the center, were but partially engaged, and Kafniati 
Tesfos of Sire, fecond commander for the king, in that di- 
vifion, wounded, and taken prifoner. Guebra Chriftos, the 
king’s uncle, was llain, (as it was believed) by afhotof his 
own men; few other lives of note were loll on cither fide, 
in that divifion. The king’s troops fell back under the hill 
of Serbraxos, where Michael wa.*., and, though follovyed bj 
Gu£ho, were no further attacked by him. But on the right, 
Billetana Gucta l ecla, and Welleta Michael, after a very ob- 
flinate and bloody engagement, were beaten by Kafmaii 
Ayabdar, and forced acrofs the river Mogetch, where, ha¬ 
ving rallied and polled themfelves llrongly, it was not 
thought proper to attempt to force them, and they all join¬ 
ed the camp foon after the king, but with very great lofs. 

This battle, though it was rather a victory than a defeat, 
had, however, upon the king’s aflairs, all the bad conic- 
quences of the latter, nor was there any thinking man who 
had confidence in them from that day forward. Kear 
3000 men perilhed on the king’s fide, a great proportion of 
whom was of the left wing, which he commanded; near 
180 young men, of the grcatell hopes and nobleft famiiic.s 
in the kingdom, were among that number; Guebra 
Chriftos was in all refpeCts a truly national lofs. Kcfia Ya- 
fous was twice wounded, but not dangeroufiy, befides a 
multitude of others of the firft rank, among whom was Ayto 
Engedan, who by proper care foon recovered alfo, but in 
the mean time was fent to Gondar, to his coufin Ayto Cor¬ 
fu. On our fide, too, a fon of Lika Netcho, and a fon of Nc- 
brit Tecla, were both llain.—Providence feemed now to have 

begun 
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begun to require fatisfac^lioii for the blood of the Ijtte king 
Joas, in the iheddlng of which thefc two were particularly 
concerned. Among the flain were our friends the Bahama- » 
and his fon, who died Valiantly fighting'before the’ 
king at the time he eficaped down the hank into the val- 
iey. 

But what ferved as comfort to the king, was the ftill 
^eavicr lofs fuftaiiied by the enemy, who, by their own ac¬ 
counts that day, loft above 9000 men, feven rhoufand of 
whom were from the troops of Begemder and Lafta, with 
which the king was engaged. For my own part, 1 cannot 
believe,'but that both thefe accounts are much exaggerated; 
the great proportion that died of thofe that were wounded 
muft have greatly fwelled the lofs of the rebels, bccaufe 
moft gun-fliot wounds, efpecially if bones are broken, mor¬ 
tify, and prove mortal. Among the flain, on the part of Be¬ 
gemder, were two chiefs of Lafta, and two relations of Po- 
wuflen, (a brother-in-law and his Ton) they were both Ihot, 
bearing the banner of king Theodorus. The unworthy 
Confu, brother to Guebra Mehedin, and nephew to the Ite- 
gh^, whom I have often mentioned, had cfcaped, indeed, 
from Kafmati Ayahdar, who had given orders to confine him, 
to die a rebel this day among the troops of Begemder. 

The king being waftied and drelTcd, and having dined, 
received a compliment from Ras Michael, who fent him a 
prefent of fruit, and a thoufand ounces of gold. There be¬ 
gan then the filthieft of all ceremonies that ever difgraced 
any nation Ailing tlwmfclvcs Chriftians; a ceremony that 
icannotbc put in terms fufiiciently decent for modeft ears, 
without adapting the chafte language of feripture, which, 
j2 when 
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when neceffity obliges to treat, of grofs fubjedbs, always 
makes choice of the leaft oSenfive language. 

All thofe, whether women or men, who have fiefs of the 
crown, are obliged to fumilh certain numbers of horfe and 
foot. The women were feldom obliged to perfonal atten¬ 
dance, till Ras Michael made it a rule, in order to compofe 
a court or company for Ozoro Either. At the end of a day 
of battle each chief * is obliged to fit at the door of his tent, 
and each of his followers, who has fiain a man, prefents 
himfelf in his turn, armed as in fight, with the bloody 
forelkin of the man whom he has llain hanging upon the 
wrift of his right hand. In this, too, he holds his lance, 
brandifliing it over his mailer, or miftrefs, as if he intended 
to ftrike; and repeating in a feeming rage, a rant of non- 
fenfe, which admits of no variation, “ I am John the fon of 
George, the fon of William, the fon of Thomas ; I am the 
rider upon the brown horfe ; I faved your father’s life^at 
fuch a battle; where would you have been if I had hot 
fought for you to-day ? you give me no encouragement, no 
cloaths, nor money; you do not deferve fuch a fervant as I j’* 
and with that he throws his bloody fpoils upon the ground 
before his fuperior. Another comes afterwards, in his turn, 
and does the fame; and, if he has l^ed more tlian one man, 
lb many more times he returns, always repeating the fame 
nonfenfc, with the fame gellures.’ I believe there was a 
heap of above 400 that day, before Ozoro Either; and it was 
monftrous to fee the young and beautiful Tecla Mariam 
fitting upon a llool prefiding at fo filthy a ceremony; nor 
was Ihe without furprife, fuch is the force of cullom, that 
no compliment of that kind was paid on my part; ^d Hill 
VoL. IV. Z more 
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more ib, chat I could not be even prefmc at fo horrid anit 
bloody an exhdhMoii 

Ttes ibpenors thistime with dieir heads covered 

before their va&ls; their momh,cbo, xs hid, and nothing 
ia fieen but dieir eyes: this doet hot {seoceed from modefty,, 
but i«^a token of fuperiority, of which, covering or 
uncovering the head is a very fpeciai demonftration. After 
this ceremony is over each man takes his bloody conqueft, 
and xetlrci to prepare it in the fame manner the Indians do- 
their &alps. To conclude this beaflly account, the whc»le 
army, on their return to Gondar, oh a particular day of re~ 
view, throws them before the king, and leaves them at the 
^tc of the palace. It is in. fearch of thefe, and the unburi.^ 
ed bodies of criminals, that the hyaenas come in fuch num«^ 
bers to the ftreets, where it is dangerous, even when armed, 

to walk after dark. 

' ♦ 

This inhuman ceremony beihg over, alfo the care of 
the wounded, which indeed precedes every thing, the king 
received all thofc of the nobility wlto had diftinguifhed 
thcmfelves that day; the tent was crowded, and he was in 
great fpirits at the flaughter that had been made, which 
unbecoming plcafure he never could difguife. He men¬ 
tioned the death of his uncle Guebra Chriftos with a degree 
of chearfuinefs, prefuming, that when fuch a man died on 
his fide, many of that rank and merit muft have fallen on 
the other. Villages, appointments, and promotions, gold, 
promifes, and prefents of every kind, had been liberally 
beftowed upon thofe who had prefented themfelves, and 
who hall merited reward that day by their behaviour. The 
king had. been fiurnifited with means from the Ras, and ac¬ 
cording. 
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cording to his natural inclination (e^ped^Uy towards foL 
diers) he had bellowed them liberally, and I believe ini* 
partially. Guebra Malcal Jb?d ^t appeared^ he yvas wait* 
ing upoja his uncle Ras Michael, loohh^ aito!' liis own ifh- 
tereft, to which no Abyflinia» Is fefind, andeapohng thdfe 
bloody fpoils, which 1 have Juft meniioned, to the Jlas, his 
uncle and general. 

I HAD been abfent from another motive, the attendance 
on my friend Engedan, to whofc tent I had removed mf 
bed, as he complained of great pain in his wound, and 
I had likewife obtained leave of the Ras to Ihift my tent 
near that of his, and leave the care of the king’s horfe 
Laeca Mariam, an old Have and confidential fervant of the 
king. 

As thefe men were the king’s menial fervants in his pa* 
lace, a number of them (about a fourth) ftaid at Gondaf 
with the horfes, and few more than loo to 120 could now 
be inuftered, from about 200 or 264 which they at firft were t 
the arranging of this, attendance upon Ayto Engedan,and le* 
veral delays in getting accefs to the Ras, who had all his 
troops of Tigre round him, made it pall eight o’clock in the 
evening before I could fee the. king after he entered the 
camp ; he had many times fent in •fearch of Sertza Deng* 
hel, but no fuch perfon could be found; he had been feen 
bravely fighting by Engedan’s fide in the entrance of the 
valley, -when that young nobleman was wounded, and he 
had retired with him from the field, but nobody could give 
any account of him, and the king, by his repeated inquiries 
after him, lliewed more anxiety, from the fiippofuion he 
was loft, than he had done for Guebra Chriftos his uncle, 

Z 3 or 
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or all the men that bad I^len that day; I had feen him in 
Ayto Engedan’s tent, fitting behind his bed, in the darkt II 
place of it; both his Ups, nofe, and chin were violently cur, 
his whole fore teeth beat out, and both his cheeks greatly 
fuelled. I had given him what relief 1 could, nor was 
there any thing dangerous in l\is wounds; but the airrt)nt 
of receiving the blow from the king, when he was doing 
a moll meritorious aft of duty, (the faving him from death, 
or the hands of the rebels), had made fuch an imprefiion 
upon a noble mind, that as foon as he arrived in Engcdan’i 
^ent, he had ordered his hair to be cut ofiT, put a white 
cap, or monk’s cowl upon his head, and by a vow dedicated 
himfelf to a monafiic life. In vain the king flattered, re¬ 
warded, and threatened him afteiwards, and went fo far as 
to make the Abuna menace him with excommunication 
if he perllftcd in his refolution any longer. After this I 
carried him, as we fhall fee, by the king's defire, to Guflio, 
in his camp, and intcrefted him alfo to perfuade Sertza Deng- 
hel to renounce his ralh vow; no confideration could how¬ 
ever prevail, for, like a private monk, he lived at liomc in 
the village which belonged to him in patrimony, and, tho’ 
he often came to court, never flept or ate in the palace, 
the excufe being, when defired to flay dinner, that he liad 
no teeth. He conftantly flept.at my houfe, fometimes chcar- 
ful, but very feldom fo.‘ He was a young man of excellent 
underftanding, and particularly turned to the fludy of reli.* 
gion ; he was well read in all the books of his own country, 
and very defirous of being inflrufted in ours; he had the 
very wotft opinion of his own priefls, and his principal de¬ 
fire (if it had been poflible) was to go with me to die, and 
to be buried in Jerufalem. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

King rewards his Officers^Tbe uiutbor again perfecuted by Cuelra 
Me^cat-—Ureat Dijpleafure of the King-—The Author and Gueltret 
Mfcal are reconciled and rewarded—Third Battle of Kerbraxos, 

A fter the engagement, as every body had accefs to the' 
king’s prefence, I did not choofe to force my way' 
through the crowd, but vent round through the more pri¬ 
vate entry, by the bed-chamber, when I placed myfelf be¬ 
hind the king’s chair. As foon as he faw me, he faid, with 
great benignity, “ I have not inquired nor fent for you, be- 
oaufe I knew you would be neeellarily bufied among thofe of 
your friends, who have been wounded to-day; you are your- 
feJf, belides, hurt: how are you?” lanfwered, “that I was 
not hurt to-day, but, though often in danger, had cfca]>cd 
wirh'jur any other, harm than exceffive fatigue occafionctF 
by heat and weight of my coat of mail, and that one of. 
my hories was killed under Ammonios.” 
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I THEN took the red cplours from the fervant behind me, 
and going to the carpet fpi^ad before the king, laid them 
at hia feet, faying, “ So may all your majelly’s enemies fall, 
as this arch rebel (the bearer erf this) -has fallen to-daya 
great murmur was immediately raifjsd upon feeing thefe 
colours, and the king cried out with the utmoft impatience. 
Has he fallen intQ your hands, Vagoube ? who was he, 
where did you meet him, gr where did you flay him?” “ Sir, 
faid I, it was hot my fortune to meet him to-day, nor did 
I flay him. I am.no king killer; it is a fin, I thank God, 
from which my anceftors are all free; yet, had Providence 
thrown in my way a king like this, 1 believe 1 might have 
overcome my fcruples. He was killed, as 1 fuppofe,by a fliot 
of Guebra Mafcai, on the flank of our line; a foldierpicked up 
the colours on the field, and brought them to me in hopes 
of reward, while you was engaged with the troops of Begem- 
der, near the bank; but the merit of his death is with Gue¬ 
bra Mafcai. do-him this jullice, the rather becaufe he is 
the only man in your majelly’s army who bears me ill-will, 
or has been my conftant enemy, for what reafon I know 
not; but God forbid, that on this, or any perfonal account, 
I fhould ;noi bear witnefs to the truth: this day, my for¬ 
tune has been to be near him during the whole of it, and I 
fay it from certain infpedUon, that to the bravery and ac¬ 
tivity of Guebra Mafcai every man in your left wing owes 
his life or liberty.”—^“Heis a fliame and difgrace to his 
family, fays the king’s fecretary, who was ftanding by him, 
if after this he can be your enemy.”—It mull beamiflake, 
fays the king’s prieft (Kiis Hatze), for this fliould atone for 
it, though Yagoube had flain his brother.” 




While 
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While this conv«rfarion was going on, an extraordinary 
buftle. was obfervcd in the crowd^ arid this unquiet genius 
pufliing through it -with great violence, his goat’s fkin upon 
his flioulders, and covered with tfuft and fweat, in the fame 
manner he came from the field; he had heard J was gone 
to the king’s tent with the red flag, and not d oubting I was 
to complain of him,or praife myfelfat his expence, had di- 
re(5tly followed me, without givinghimfelf time to make the 
leaft inquiry. He threw himfelf fuddenly, with his face to 
the groifnd, before the throne, and riling as quickly, and in 
violent agitation, he faid to the king, or rather bellowed, 
very indecently, “It is a lie Yagoube is telling; he does not 
fay the truth; I meant him no harm but good to day, and 
he did not underftand my language, i don’t fay Yagoul>e is 
not as good a man as any of us, but it is a lie he has been 
telling now, and I will prove it.”' 

A OFN&RAL filence followed this wild rliapfbdy; the king 
was furprifed, and very gravely faid, 1 am forry, for your 
fake, if it is a lie; for my part, I was rafli enough to believe 
it was true. Guebra Maf'cal was dill going to make bad 
worfe, by fome abfurd repiy, when the fecretary, and one or 
two of his friends, hauled him out behind the throne to 
one of the apartments within, not without fome refiftance, 
every one fuppofing, and many fayjng, he was drunk; the 
king was fllent, but appeared cxceeditigly difple^^fod, whch 
I fell upon the ground before him, (a form of alkiog leave 
to fpeak upon any particular fubjetft) and rifing faid. Sir, 
With great fubmiflion, it is not, I apprehend, true, that Gue¬ 
bra Mafcal IS drunk, as fome have i-afhly faid now in your 
prefence; we have all ate and drank, and changed our 
cloathing fince the battle ; but this man, wlio has been on 
4 foot 
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foot iince five in the morning and engaged all day, has 
jiot, I believe, ate or drank as yet; certainly he has not 
waihed himfelfj or changed jhts habit,, but has been taking 
care of his woun^^ men, and has prefented himfelf now 
as he came fromiij^e fiel^ under the unjuft fufpicion I 
was doing him wrbng. I then repeated what had hap¬ 
pened at the bank when the king was purfuing the troops 
of Begemdcr. Now 1 underftand him, fays the king, but 
ftili he is wrong, and this i$, not the firft inftance I have 
feen, when there was no fuch miftake. At this time a mcf- 
fenger came to call me from within. 

The king divined the reafon of fending, and faid, No, he 
fhall not go to Guebra Mafcal; I will not fuffer this. Go, 
fays he to one of his fervants that ftood near him, defire 
the Ras to call Guebra Mafcal, and alk him what this bru¬ 
tality means ? I have feen two inftances of his milbehavi- 
our already, and wifti not to be provoked by a third. At 
this inftant came Kefla Yafous, with his left hand bound 
up, and a broad leaf like that of a plane upon his fore¬ 
head. After the ufual falutation, and a kind of joke of 
the king’s on his being wounded, I alked him if he would 
retire and let me drefs his forehead ? which he Ihcwing 
inclinatiois^ to do, the king faid. Aye, go, and alk Guebra 
Mafcal why he quarrels with his beft friends, and prevents 
me from rewarding him as he otherwife would have de- 
ferved. I went out with Kefla Yafous, being very defi- 
rous this affair fhould not go to the Ras, and we found 
Guebra Mafcal in appearance in extreme agony and de- 
fpair. 
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The whole ftory was told diftin(5lly to Kefla Yifous, who 
took it tip in the mod judicious manner. He (aid he had 
been detained at his tent, but had come to the kingh pi e- 
fence exprefsly to give Guebra Mafcal tlie jull preii'e he 
deferved for his behaviour that day: that he was very hap 
py that I, who was near him all the action, and was a R: o,;- 
gcr, and unprejudiced (as he might he though: not to be) h id 
done it fo juftly and fo hand Comely. At the fame time iie 
could not help faying, thattlic quarrel with Yagouhe in the 
palace, the taunting fpecch made without provocation in. 
the king’s prefcncc on the march, his apoftrophe in the field, 
and the abrupt manner in which he ignorantly broke in 
upon the converfation before the king, interrupting and 
coniradieRing bis own commendations, fliewed a dillcm- 
pcivd mind, and that lie aAcd from a bad motive, which, if 
in(|nircd into, would inevitably ruin him, both with King 
anri Ras; and he had heard indeed it already had done with 
the former. 

Guebra Mascal, now crying like a child, condemned 
himlelf for a malicious madman in the two firft inftanccs : 
but fwore, that on the field ne had no intention but to fave 
me, if occafion threw it in his v/ay ; for which purpofe alone 
it was he had cried out to me to Rand firm, for the troops 
of Ik'gcmdcr were coming upon us, but that I did not uii- 
dci'Rand his meaning. C>uebra Mafcal advances nothing 
but truth, faid I, to Kefla Yafous ; 1 did not pcrfevftly iindcr- 
Rand him to-day in the field, as he fpoke in his own lan¬ 
guage of Tigre, and Rammers greatly, nor did I diflincRly 
comprehend wliat he laid acrofs the pool, for the fame 
rcafon, and the confufioa we were in : I lliall however moft 
readily confefs my obligation to him, for the opportunity 
VoL. IV. A a he 
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he gave me to join the king. I am a ftranger, and liable 
to err, whilft, for the fame reafon, I am entitled to all your 
protections and forgivennefs. I am, moreover, the king’s 
ftrangcr, and as fuch, entitled to fomerhing more as long as 
I couduifl myfelf with propriety to every one. I have never 
fpoken a word but in Guebra Mafcal’s praife, and in this I 
have done him no more than judice; .his impatience per¬ 
verted what 1 had faitl; but the real truth, as I fpoke it, re¬ 
mains in the ears of the king and of. thofc that were by-- 
flanders, to whom I appeal.. 

Every thing went after this in the manner that was to 
be wiflied. Guebra Mal'cal and I vowed eternal friciuHLip to 
each other, of which Kefla Yafoiis profeflcd liimfclf the 
guarantee. All this pafled while I was binding up hh head; 
he went again to the king, For my own parr, tired to 
death, low in fpirits, and curling the hour that brought me to 
fuch a country, I almoll regretted 1 had not died that day in 
the field of Serbraxos. I went to bed, in Ayto Engedan’s tent, 
refufing to go to Ozoro Fifihcr, who had lent for me. I could 
not help lamenting how well my apprehenfions had been 
verified, that fomc of our companions at lall night’s fupper, 
fo anxious for the appearance of morning, Ihould never 
fee its evening. Four of them, all young men, and of great 
hopes, were then lying dead and mangled on the field ; two 
others bcfidcs Engedan had been alfo wounded. I had, how¬ 
ever, a found and refrelliing deep. I think madnefs would 
have been the confequcncc, if this neccllary refrelhmcnt 
had failed me; fuch was the horror I had conceived of my 
prefeiit fituation. 


On 
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On the aid, Engedan was conveyed in a litter to Gondar; 
and early in the morning of that day arrived an officer from 
PowulTcn, together with three or four priefts. He brought 
with him twenty or thirty kettle-drums belonging to the 
king, with their mules, and as many of the drummers as 
were alive. The errand was lham propofals of peace, as ufual, 
and great profeffions of allegiance to the king. As Powtif- 
fen’s attack, however, that day, had fomething very perfoii- 
al in it, and that the ftory of Theodbrus was founded ui on 
a fuppofition that the king was to be flain on the liel<‘ of 
Sei br.ixos, little anfwcr was returned, on^y the red flag was 
font back with a meflage, That perhaps, from the good for¬ 
tune that had attended it, Powiifl'en might wiffi to keep it 
for r'heodorus his fuccedbr, but it was never after fecn or 
heard of. 

Gu.sno likewife, and Ayabdar, font a kind of embaffy to 
inquire after the king’s health and I'atery ; they wilhed Iiini, 
in terms of the grcatcil: refpceT, not to expofe himlelf in the 
field as he had done in the lad battle,or at lead, if hechofc 
to c ommand his troops in perfoti, rltat he ffiould didinguifli 
him felt by I'omc horle, or d ef ^, ai his predccelli)rs nfed to 
do; and they concluded with llvcie rellev^lions on Michael, 
as not i'ufficiently attentive to the fafvry of his fovereign. 
Craciotis mcflagcs were returned to theft* two, and they all 
were difmifred with the ufual prefents of clothes and 
money. 

About eleven o'clock in the forenoon I received an or¬ 
der fiom the Ras to attend him, and, as I thought it was 
about the aflair of Guchia Mafral, I went very unwillingly. 
I was confirmed in this by feeing him wailing wdth many 

A a 2 of 
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of his friends without the tent, and flill more fo upon our 
being called in together: the Ras'was converling low to two 
priefts, who by their drefs feemed to have come lately from 
Gondar; he paid little regard to either of us, but nodded, rf(id 
afleed in Tigre how wc did ? Three or four fervanrs, how¬ 
ever, brought out new fine cotton clothes, which they put 
upon us both ; and, upon another nod, feveral officers and 
prieffs, and a number of other people, condiuSled us to the 
king, though ftill, as the Ras had fcarcely fpoken to us, I 
wondered how this fliould end. After flaying a little we 
were both introduced; the Likaontes, or judges, Ibmc pricfls, 
and my friend the fccretary, flood about the king, who fat 
in the middle of his tent upon the ffool Giiangoul had fat 
down upon ; the fccretary held fomething in his lap, and, 
upon Cuebra Alafcal’s firfl kneeling, bound a white 
fillet like a ribband round his forehead, upon which wxrc 
written in black and red ink. Mo amhojjii am AUzr/ti Suhmou am 
“ The lion of the tribe of Judah of the race of 
f olonion has overcome.” The fccretary then declared his 
inveftirure ; the king had given him in fief, or for military 
fcrvicc for ever, three large villages in Denibca, which he 
namcvl, and this Avas proclaimed afterwards by beat of drum 
at the door of the tcuc. The king then likewife prefented 
him wit!) a gold knife, upon which he killed the ground, 
and arofe. 

r 

It v/as my turn next to kneel before the king. Whe¬ 
ther there was any thing particular iii my countenance, or 
what fancy came into Ins head I know nor, l)ut when I 
looked hiinin the face he coojd fcarce rcha-n fVcin laugh¬ 
ing. lie hud a large clt-.b.n tT’ gold, with vci y nnify links, 
which he doubled twice, and then pu: it over my neck, 

while 
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while the fccretary faid, “ Yagoube, the king docs you thisf 
great honour, not as payment of paft ferviecs, but as a pledge 
that he will reward them if you will put it in his power.” 
Upon this I killed the ground, and we were both rccon- 
du 6 led to the Ras, with ourinlignia ; and, having killed the 
ground before him, and then his hands, w’c hot h had leave 
to retire. He feemed very bufy with people arrived from 
\vithout; he only lifted up his head, Imiled, and faid, Well, 
arc voii friends now ? Wc both bowed without anfwcr, and 
left the tent. 

The chain confilled of 184 links, each of them weighing 
3 .'-.dwts of line gold. It was with the urmoll rcludancc 
that, being in want of every thing, 1 fold great part of this 
honourable dlllindtion at Seniiaar in ray return home; the 
remaining part is Hill in my poHLUion. It is hoped my 
fucceilbrs will never have the fame cxcufc I had, for fur- 
iltcr diniinilliing this honourable monument which I have 
left them.. 

About a few hours after this, a much more intcrclling 
fpcclacle appeared befure ilic whole camp. Ayto Tesfos, go- 
vcrni'" of Samen under jnas, had never laid dowm his anus, 
nor paid any allegiance to the prefent king or his fatlrcr, 
but i'tad conllantl) treated them as ufarpers, and the Ras 
•TS a rgbel and parricide. He had contintied in friendlhlp 
with Falil, but never would co-operate or join with him, 
not even wlicn he xvas at Condar as Ras. He lived in the 
inaccellible rock, (called the Jew's Rock) one of the higheft 
of the mountains of Sanicn, where he maintained a large 
number c-f troops, with w'hichhe ovcraw'ed the whole neigh- 
bounngcountry, andmadepdrpetuul inroads iiitol’igrd. Enc- 

mv 
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my as he was to Ras Michael, he woul3 not venture to 
take an aiflive part againft him, till the king’s affairs were 
plainly going to ruin. I have already mentioned, that the 
lad thing Michael did was to fend Kefla Yafous, Baflia He- 
zekias,and Welleta Michael, to difpoflefs him of his rtrong- 
hold if pofftble, and in this they had failed. But now that 
Tesfos faw there was no probability that Michael iliould 
be abl'» to retreat to Tigre, he came at lad to join G’u/lio, 
bl inking with him only about a tlioufand men, having left 
all his pods guarded againll /urprife, and llrong enough to 
cut off all recruits arriving from Tigre. Nothing that had yet 
happened ever had fo bad effed upon Mici. .d’:. men as 
this appearance of Tesfos. It was a little lx fore niitl-day 
when his army appeared, and from the hills above march- 
.ed down towards the valley below us, not two mufquct- 
jQiot from our camp. ^ 

Though Samen is really on the wcA of the Tacazzc, and 
'Confcqucntly in ihe Aniharic divilion of this country, yet, 
on account of its vicinity to Tigre, the language and cuf- 
toms arc moflly the lame with thofe of that province. 
There is a march peculiar to the troops of Tigre, which, 
when the drums of Tesfos beat at jiaffing, a dcl'pondency 
feemed to fall on all the Tigran foldiers, greater than if 
ten thoui'arul men of Amliara had joined the rebels. It 
was a fine day, and the troops, fpread abroad upon tlm face 
of the hill, lujt only fltewcd more in number than they 
really were, but allb morcfecurity than they were, in point 
of prudence, warranted to do, when at fo fmall abillance 
from fuch an army as ours. 


Tiisros 
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Tesfos took a poft very likely to dillrefs us, as he had 
more than 300 mufiiuetry with him. He fat down with 
horfc and foot in the middle of the valley before us, with 
part of his mufquetry polled upon the Ikirts of the moun¬ 
tain Bcleflen on one lide, and part on the top of that long, 
even hill, dividing the valley from the river Mariam. 
Over his camp, like a citadel, is the rock that projeds into 
the valley, from which the peafants of Mariam-Ohha had 
thrown the Hones when we were returning to our camp 
after the lall battle. Upon this rock Tesfos had placed a 
multirude of women and feiwants, who began to build llraw- 
huts for themfclves, as if they intended to flay there for 
fomc time, tliough there was flill plenty of the female fex be¬ 
low with tiic camp. Indeed, 1 never remember to have feen fo - 
many women in proportion to any array whatever, no not. 
even in our own. 

If Tesfos had been long in coming, he was refolvcd, now 
he was come, to make up for his loft time, as he was not 
a mile and a half from our camp, and could fee our ItoiTcs 
go down to water, either at Deg-Qhha or Mariam ; that 
fame day at two o’clock, liis boric attacked our men at wa¬ 
tering, killed fome fervants, and took fevcral horfes. This 
behaviour of Tesfos was taken as a defiance to Kcfla Ya- 
fous in particular, and to the army in general. . 

There was no perfon in the whole army, of any rank 
whatever, fo generally beloved as Kefla Yafous; he was 
looked upon by the foldiers as their father. He was named 
by the Ras to the government of Samcn, but had failed, as 
we have already flated, in difpollclling Ayto Tesfos, whofe 
diforderly march at broad mid-day, fo near our army, the 
2 . ofleiitatioui. 
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oftentatious beating of the Tigran march upon his kettle¬ 
drum as he pafTecl, and his taking poft fo near, were all con- 
fidered as meriting chaftifement. That general, however, 
though very fenfible of this bravado, did not venture to 
fuggeft any thing in the prefent fituation of the army, but 
all his friends propofed it to him, that fome reproof flioiild 
be given to Tesfos, if it was only to raife the drooping 
fpirits of the troops of Tigre. Accordingly 400 horfe, and 
about 500 foot, armed with lances and fhields only, without 
mufquetry for fear of alarm, were ordered to be ready 
as foon as it was perfectly dark, that is, between feven and 
eight o’clock, 

Tesfos having waited the coming of his baggage, and 
arranged his little camp to his liking, was feen to mount, 
with about ,-^00 horfe, to go to the camp of Gufho or Powuf- 
fen a'little before fun-fet, at which time Kefta Yafoiis was 
diftributing plenty of meat to the foldiers. About eight 
o’clock they defeended the hill unperceived even by part of 
our camp. Kefla Yafous was governor of Temben (a pro- 
rince on the S. W. of Tigre) immediately joining to Samcn, 
and the language and dialctff was the fame. The foot were 
ordered to take the lead, fcattered in a manner not to give 
alarm, and the horfe were to pafs by the back of the low, 
even hill, in the other valley, along the banks of the river 
Mariam, clofe to the water, in order to cut off the retreat to 
the plain. A great part of the Samen ftddicrs were afleep, 
whilft a number of the mules that had been loaded were 
ftraggling up and down, and fome of them returning to the 
camp. I’he Temben troops had now infmuated thcmfclvcs 
among the tents, cfpecially on the fide of the hill. 
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The firft circumftance that gave alarm was the appear¬ 
ance of the horfe, but they were not taken for an enemy, 
but for Ay to Tesfos returning. Kefla Yafous now gave 
the fignal to charge, by beating a kettle-drum, and every 
foldier fell upon the enemy nearefl: him. It is impoITible 
to defcribe the confufion that followed, nor was it eafy to 
diftinguifh enemies from friends, efpecially for us on horfe- 
back; only thofe that fled were reckoned enemies. The 
greateft execution done by the horfe was breaking the jars 
of honey, butter, beer, wine, and flour, and gathering as 
many mules together as poflible to drive them away. Few 
of the enemy came our way towards tlie plain, but moft 
fled up the hill: in an inftant the ftraw huts upon the 
rock were fet on lire, and Kefla Yafous had ordered rather 
to deflroy the provifions than tlie men, flnee tlicrc was no 
rcflflancc. I pafTed a large tent, which I judged to be that 
of Ayto Tesfos, whicli our people immediately cut open ; 
but, inllead of an officer of confequence, we faw, by the 
light of a lamp, three or four naked men and women, to¬ 
tally overpowered with drink and fleep, lying helplefs, like 
fo many hogs, upon the ground, utterly unconfeious of 
what was palling about 'hem. Upon a large tin platter, 
on a bench, lay one of the large horns, perfedfly drain¬ 
ed of the fpirits tliar it had contained ; it was one of 
the moll !)cautiful, for fliape and colour, I ever had fecn, 
though not one of the largeft. ' This horn was all my 
booty that night. Upon my return to Britain, it was alk- 
cd of me by Sir Thomas Dundas of Carfe, to ferve for a 
bugle-horn to the Fauconberg regiment, to which, as being 
partmn/anguine, it was very properly adapted. That regiment 
being dilbanded foon after, I know not further what came 
VoL. IV. • B b of 
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of it; it is probably placed in fome public colleAion, or 
at lead ought to be. 

The fire increafing on the hill, and feveral mufqiiets ha¬ 
ving been heard, it was plain the enemy, in all the camps, 
were alarmed, and our further ftay became every moment 
more dangerous. Kefla Yafous now beat a retreat, and 
fent the horfemen all round to force the foot to make the 
beft of their way back, ordering alfo all mules taken to be 
ham-ftringed and left, not to retard our return. Trumpets 
and drums were heard from our camp, to warn us not to 
ftay, as it was not doubted but mifehief would follow, and 
accordingly we were fcarce arrived within the limits of 
our camp when we heard the found of horfc in the val*- 
ley., 

Michael, always watchful upon every accident, no 
fooncr faw the fires lighted on the hill, than he or¬ 
dered Guebra Mafcal to place a good body of muf- 
quetcers about half way down the hill, as near as pof- 
fible to the ford of Mariam, thinking it probable that the 
enemy would enter at both ends of the long hill, in order 
to furround thofe who were deftroying their cam]i, which 
they accordingly did, whilft thofe of our people, who had 
taken to drinking, fell into the hands of the rroojis th.at 
came by the lower road, and were all put to death. Thofe 
that reached the upper ford ferved to aflbrd us a fevere re¬ 
venge, for Guebra Mafcal, after having feen them pafs be¬ 
tween him and the river, though it was a dark and very 
windy night, guefted very luckily their pofition, aiid gave 
them fo happy a fire, that moft of thofe who were not 

fiain. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


*95 


flain returned back without feeing Ayto Tesfos’s camp, 
being afraid that fome other trap might ftill be. in their 
way. 

In the morning of the ead, we found that the flain were 
men of Begemder and Lafta. I'csfos, it feems, had been in 
PowufTen’s camp when he faw the fire lighted on the hill, 
and thence had provided an additional nuni!)er of troops to 
arrack Kefla Yafous before he had done his bufinefi, but in 
this he mifearried. Tesfos’s parry was thus totally deflro3"ed 
and difperfed, his mules flauglirercd, and his provifions 
fpoiled. About thirty of Kefla Yafous’s infantry, however, 
loll their lives by fla) ing beliind, and intoxicating tliemfclvcs 
with liquor, uf the horfe, not a man was either killed or 
wounded. I was the only unfortunate perfon ; and Provi¬ 
dence had feemed to warn me of my danger the day before, 
for palling then that rock which projeeled into the valley, 
the fire giv ing perfted; light, the multitude aflembled above, 
and prepared for tliai purpole, poured down upon us fuch a 
fhow'er of arrows. Hones, billets of wood, and broken jars, as 
is not to be imagined. Of rhefe a flone gave me a very 
violent blow' upon my left arm, while a fmall fragment 
of the bottom of a jar, or pitcher, ftriick me on the cicft of 
my helmet, and oceafioned fuch a concullion as to deprive 
me for a time of all rccollecLion, fo that, when lying in my 
tent at no great diftance, I did not remember to have heard 
Guebra Mafeal’s difeharge. I certainly had fomc prefaging 
that mifehief was to happen me, for palling that rock, juft 
before w'e entered Tesfos’s camp, I defired I'ecla, when 1 re¬ 
turned, to allow fifty men to proceed up the hill and 
cut thofc people in pieces who had flationed themfelves fo 
incoifvenieiitly ; but he would not confent, being defirous 
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to return without lofs of time, and before the enemy knew 
the calamity that had befallen them, 

Ayto Tzsfos now became a little more humble, retreated 
to the fouth end of the long hill, till being joined, next day 
the 23d, by his neighbours, Samuel Mammo of Tzegad( 5 , 
and Heraclius of Walkayt, who had a very large force, 
he again removed nearer us, about half a mile farther 
than his lirft polition, and extended his camp quite acrofs 
the valley, from the foot of the hill to the river Mariam, 
keeping his head-quarters on the top of the long, even hill, 
fo often mentioned. Mammo and Heraclius had palled by 
Gondar, and, being much fuperior in number, had taken 
Sanuda, Ayto Confu, and Ayto Engcdan prifoners, and, 
though the two lall were wounded, carried them to Gulho’s 
camp. 

I NEED not trouble the reader with the attention Ihcwcd 
me upon my accident; all that was great and noble at court, 
from the king downwards, fecnicd to be as fenfible of it as 
if it had happened to one of their own family; the Ras 
very particularly fo; and I mull own, above all, Guebra Maf- 
cal fhewed himfclf a fmcere convert, by a concern and 
fricndfliip that had every mark of lincerity. Ozoro Ellher 
was fcveral times the next day at my tent, and with her 
the beautiful Tecla Mariam, whole fympathy and kindnefs 
would more than have conipenfated a greater misfortune ; 
for, faving that it had occalioned an inflammation in my 
eyes, the hurt was of the flightefl; kind. 

Many people came to-day from the feveral camps with 
propofals of peace, which ended in nothing, though it was 
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vifible enough to every one that a treaty of fome kind was 
not only on foot, but already far advanced. In the evening 
a party of 400 foot and 50 horfe, which went to Dembea 
to forage for the king, was furprifed by Coque Abou I 3 area, 
and cut to pieces ; after which that general encamped with 
Guflio, and brought with him about 3000 men. 

Provisions were now become fcarce in the camp, and 
there was a profpecSt that they would be every day fcarccr ; 
and, what was Hill worfe, Deg-Ohha, which long had flood 
in pools, was now almoft dry, and, from the frequent ufe 
made of it by the number of beafls, began to have both an 
ofTenflve fmell and taftc; whilfl, every time we attempted 
to water at the Mariam river, a battle was to be fought with 
Tesfos’s horfe in the valley. On the other hand, an epide¬ 
mical fever raged in the rebels camp on the plain, efpecial- 
ly in that of Guflio and Ayabdar. The rain, moreover, was 
now coming on daily, and fomething dccifivc became nc- 
ceflary for all parties. 

On the 24th, in the morning, a meflage arrived from Gu¬ 
flio to the king, defiring I might have liberty to come and 
bring medicines with me, for his whole family were ill 
of the fever. The king anfwered, that I had been wound¬ 
ed in the head, and was ill ; nor did he believe I could be 
able 10 come; but, if I was, he fliouldfend me in the morn¬ 
ing. 

A LITTLE before noon the drums in the plain bear to 
arms. Heraclius, Manimo, and Tesfos on the lide of the 
valley, Coque Abou Barea and Afahcl Woodage on the flde 
of the plain, with frcfli troops, had obtained leave from 
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Guflio and PowufTen to try to llorm our camp, without any 
affiftancc from the main army, in order to bring the whole 
to a fpcedy conclufion. There had been a time when fuch 
an undertaking would not have been thought a prudent one 
to much better men titan any of thofe who now were par¬ 
ties in it; but our fpirits were greatly fallen, our number, 
too, much decreafed ; above all, a relaxation of difeipline 
(and defertion, the confcquence of it) began to prevail a- 
mong us to an alarming degree. This was generally faid 
to be owing to the dcfpondcncy of the Tigre troo])s upon 
the arrival of Tesfos ; but it required little penetration to 
difeern, that all forts of men were weary of conftant light¬ 
ing and hardlliips, for no other end but unjullly maintain¬ 
ing Michael in a poll in which he governed at difcrciion, 
to the terror of tJie whole kingdom, and ruin of the conili- 
tution. 

The hill of Serbraxos, when we firll took poll on it, was 
rugged and uneven, full of acacia and other ill-thriving 
trees and various Humps of ihefe had been broken by the 
wind, or undermined by the torrents. Tlic great need the 
foldiers had of fuel to rcall the miferable pittance of bar¬ 
ley, (which was all their food) had cleared away thefc in¬ 
cumbrances from the fide of the hill, and the conllant re¬ 
fort of men going up i^nd down, had rendered the lurface 
perfectly fmooth and llippcry ; fo that our camp did not 
appear as placed fo high, nor nearly fo inaccellible as it 
was at firft. For this reafon, Ras Michael had ordered the 
foldiers to gather all the Hones on the hill, and range them 
in fmall walls, at proper places, in a kind of zig-zag, under 
which the foldiers lay concealed, and with their fire-arms 
proiedled the nmies which went down to drink, Michael 
4 had 
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had lined all thefe lirrl? forrificarions with mufquetry, from 
the 'tfom of the hill to tac door of his tent and the 
kii>g’s. 

About noon the hill was aflaiilted on all fidcs that were 
acccilihic, and the ancient fpirit of the troops I'eemed to 
revive upon feeing the enemy were the aggrelT(:)rs. With¬ 
out any aid of muftiuctry, the king's foot repulfcd Coque 
Abou Barca, and drove him from the hill into the plain, 
without any eonfiderable llaud on his pa'T : the fame fuc- 
ccls followed againil Mammo and Heratiius; they were 
chafed tlown rite hill, and fcvcral of their men purfued and 
flam on the plain ; bur a large reinforcement coming from 
tltc camp, the king’s trtiops were driven up the hill again, 
and Tesfos, with his mufljuctry, had made a lodgment in 
a pit on the low fidt of one of rhefe flonc-walJs Ras Michael 
had built for his tnvn defence, from which he flred with 
great efl'cH, and (he king’s troops were obliged to fall back 
to the brow of the hill immediately below the tent, and 
that of the Ifas’s. In a moment appeared Woodage Afahel, 
with a large body of liorfc, rup[>ortcd likewifc with a con- 
fidcrablc number of foot. This was the moil aceeflihle 
j>arL of the hill, and under the cover of Tesfos’s continued 
lire : they mounted it with great gallantry, the troops above 
expending tliem with their Irons fixed at a proper elevation 
in the ground ; for it niuil be here explained, that no A- 
byllinian foklier in battle rclls bis gun upon Jus hand, as 
every one is provided with a flick about four feet long, 
which hath hooks, or rclls, on alternate intervals on each 
fide, and which lie flicks in the grountl btfore him, and 
rclls the muz/dc of his gun upon it, accoiding to the height 
of the objeifl he is to aim at ; and here is difeovered the fa- 
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tal and moft nnreafonablc eileifl of fear in thefe troops, who 
have not the knowledge or practice of fire-arms, and are a- 
bout to charge, for as foon as they hear this noife of planting 
the fticks, (which is Ibmcwhat louder than that of our men 
cocking their mufquets) they halt immediately, and give the 
faired; opportunity to their enemies to take aim ; and, after 
thus fufi’ering from a wcll-dire< 5 led fire, they fall into confu- 
fion, and run, leaving the murquetry time to re-charge. 1 his 
is as if they voluntarily devoted themfeivcs to deftruftion ; 
for if, either upon hearing the noife of fetting the fticks 
in the ground, or before or after tltey have received the 
fire, the liorfe were to charge thefe mufqucteers, having no 
bayonets, at the gallop, tliey rauft be cut to pieces every 
time they were attacked by cavalry ; the contrary of which 
is always the cafe. 

WopDAGE Asaiiel had now adv^anced within about thir¬ 
ty yards of the mufquetry that were cxpecTling him, when 
unluckily the hill became more fteep, and Ayto Tesfos (for 
fomc reafon not then known) ccafed firing. I’lie king was 
now clofc to the very brow of the hill, nor could any one 
perfuade him to keep at a greater diftancc. I was not far 
from him, and liad no fort of doubt but that I fhoulcl pre- 
fently fee the whole body of the enemy deftroyed by the 
lire awaiting them, and blown into the air. Woodage Afa- 
licl was very confpicuous by a red fillet, r)r bandage, wrapt 
about his head, the two ends hanging over his cars, whilft 
he was waving with his hands for the troops below to fol¬ 
low brifltly, and fupport thofe near him, who were impe¬ 
ded by the roughnefs and mofly quality of the ground. At 
this inftant the king’s troops fired, and I cxped;ed to fee the 
enemy ftrewed dead along the face of the hill. Indeed we 
3 
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law them fpeedily difappear, bur like living men, ri¬ 
ding and running down the declivity fo as even to ex¬ 
cite laughter. Woodage Afaliel, With two men only, 
bravely gained the top of the mountain, and, as he 
pafTcd the king’s tent, pulled off his red fillet, making a 
as of faluting it, and then galloped through the middle of 
the camp. He was now defeending unhurt upon the left, 
where Abou Barca had been engaged and beaten, when 
Sebaffos, a Greek, the king’s cook, feveniy-livc yeax's of age, 
of whom I have already fpoken in the campaign of Mait- 
ilia, lying behind a done, with his gun in his hand, fee¬ 
ing the troops engage below, fired at him as he palled: 
the ball took place in the left fide of his belly. He was 
fecn Hooping forward upon die tore of his faddle, with fomc 
men fupporcing him on each fide, in his way to his tent, 
where he died in the evening, having, by his behaviour that 
day, deferved a better fate. Seballos reported this feat of 
Kis to the king, but it was not believed, till a confirmation 
of the fatff came in the evening, when Seballos was cloathed, 
and received a reward from die king. 

Tesfos had beenobferved not to fire fince Woodage Afa- 
hcl gained the llecp part of the hill, and it was thought it 
was from fear of galling his friends ; but it was foon known 
to be owing to anothcrjcatile. Kcfla Yafous had ordered two 
ef his nephews to take a body of troops, with lances and 
Ihields only, and thefe were to go round the Ras’s tent, and 
down the fide of the hill, till they were even with Tesfos 
behind the fereen where he lay. Thcfc two young men, 
proud of the foie command which they had then received 
for the firll time, executed it with great alacrity ; and tho’ 
dicy were ordered by their uncle to watch the time when 
VoL. IV. C c Tesfop 
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Tcsfos had fired, and then to run in upon him, they difdain- 
cd that precaution, but coming fpeedily upon him, part of 
them threw down the flones under wliicfi he was con¬ 
cealed, and part attacked him in the hollow, and, while 
much intent upon the fuccefs of Woodage Afalicl, he 
was in a moment overpowered and diflodgcdi and, being 
twice wounded, with great difficulty he cfcaped. Se¬ 
venteen of his match-locks were brought into the camp, 
and with them a man of great family in Samen, a relation 
or friend of Kcfla Yafous. This perfon, after having been 
regaled with the bcR that was in the camp, and cloath- 
ed anew after their cuflom, was fent back the fame 
night to Ayto Tesfos, with this fhort meffiage, “ Tesfos had 
“ better be upon his rock again, if my boys can beat him. 
‘‘ upon the plain at broad noon-day.” 

CoQUE Abou Barea, after having attempted fevcral times 
to afeend the hill, was beaten back as often, and obliged ro 
dcflft. On the king’s fide only eleven men were killed. The 
lofs of the enemy was variouily reported. Sixty-three men 
only, and fcveral horfes of thofc with Voodage Afahel, were- 
left upon the fide of the hill, after tlie fire of near looo muf- 
quets—fo contemptible is the moil dangerous weapon in an 
ignorant and timid hand.. That night the body of mufquc- 
teers called Lalla, part of the king’s houfchold, (in number 
about 300 men) deferted in a body. One of the word con- 
feciuences of that day’s engagement was, that the enemy, 
when in poffi*ffion of the foot of the hill, had thrown a 
great number of dead bodies, both of men and beads, 
into Deg-Ohha, wluch therefore now was abandoned alto¬ 
gether by our troops. To make up for this, Ras Michael,, 
that very evening, advanced 20Q0 men upon the end of the. 

long 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 205 

long hill, immediately below him, which poll was never 
moie/ted after, fo that our bcafts had water in greater plen¬ 
ty and fafety than when they were at a lefs confiderablc 
diilance. 

Below the north-weft fide of the hill, where it was a 
fteep precipice, two or three pools of water were found re¬ 
taining all their original purity, out of the reach or know¬ 
ledge of the enemy, in the bed of the torrent which fur- 
rounded the north fide of the mountain; the defeent was 
very diflicult for beafts, but thither I wcnt.fcveral times on 
foot, and bathed myfelf, efpecially my head, in very cold 
water, which greatly ftrengthened my eyes, much weaken¬ 
ed from the blow I had received. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Interview with Gujbo in bis Tent — Conver/ation and interejiing hteltt- 
gence tbere~—Return to the Camp-^King's Army returns to Condar^ 
Great Confufion in that Nigbis March, . 

O N the 25th of May, early in the morning, I went to 
Guflio. When I arrived near his tent I difmoiinied 
my mule, and, as the king had commanded me, bared my- 
felf to below the breads, the fign of being bearer of the 
king’s orders. Four men were now fent from the tent, 
who, two and two, fupported eaeh arm, and introduced me 
in this date immediately to Gullio. He was fitting on a kind 
of bed, covered with fcariet cloth, and edged with a deep 
gold fringe. As foon as I came near him, I began, “ Hear 
what the king fays to you.” Pi a moment he rofc, and, 
dripping himfelf bare to the waid, he bowed with his 
forehead on the fcariet cloth, but did not, as was his duty, 
fland on the ground, and touch it with his forehead, tho* 

there 
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there was a good Pei-fian carper, as pride and newly-ac¬ 
quired independence had rcleafed him from thofe forms* 
in the obiervance of whicli he had been brought up from 
his childhood. 

On feeing him attentive, I continued, “ The king fends 
you word by me, and I declare to you from my own Ikill as 
a phyfician, that the fever now amongft you will foon be¬ 
come mortal; as the rains increafe, you will die; confe- 
qiienily, being out of your allegiance, God only knows 
what will happen to you afterwards. The king therefore 
wiihes you to preferve your health, by going home to Am- 
hara, taking Powullen, and all the reft alcmg with you who 
are ill like wife, and the fooner the better, as he heartily 
withes to be rid of you all at once, without your leaving any 
of your friends behind you.” It was with difliculty I kept 
iny gravity in the couiTc of my harangue ; it did not feem 
to be lefs fo on his part, as at the end he broke out in a 
great fit of laughter. “ Aye, Aye, Yagoube, fays he, I lee 
you arc Hill the old man ; but tell the king from me, that if 
1 were to do what you juft now defirc of me, it was then I 
fhould be afraid to die, it was then 1 Ihould be out of my 
duty ; afturc the king, continued Guftio, I will do him bet¬ 
ter fervdee. Were I to go home and leave Michael with him, 
I, who am no phyfician, declare, the. Ras would prove in the 
end a much more dangerous difeafe to him than all the fc-' 
vers in Dembca.” 

I THEN introduced his relation,Tecla Mariam, who flood 
with the people behind ; and, as he had on his monk’s drefs, 
Gullio at firil did not know him. He had been well inform^ 
ed, Jiowever, of his having laved the king, and of the blow 
that he had received from him. He faid every thing in 
a commendation - 
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commendation of rlic young man, and his honourable ac¬ 
tion, adding, that the prefervation of kings was a gift of 
Providence particularly referved for the people of Amhara. 
He then ordered new cloaths to be brought and put upon 
Tecia Mariam, who fcrupled to take off his cowl; on which 
Gudio violently tore it from his head, dallied it on the floor, 
flamped twice on it with his .foot, and then threw it behind 
the back of the fofa. At parting, Guflio ordered him live 
ounces of gold, a large prefent for one that loved money as 
Guflio did, commanding him ftrielly to return to his duty 
and profeflion, and ordering me to carry him to the king, 
and fee him reinftated in his oftice in the palace. 

I THEN defired his permiflion to vifit the fick, and left 
ipecacuanha and bark with Antonio, (his Greek fervant,) 
and direeflions how to adminifter them. One of his ne¬ 
phews, (Ayio Adereflbn) the young man whohad loftGuflio’s 
horfe, had the fmall pox, upon which I warned Guflio 
ferioufly of the danger to which he expofed all his army 
if that difeafe broke out amongfl; them, and advifed him to 
fend his nephew forthwith to the church of Mariam, under 
the care of the priefls, which he did accordingly. 

The tent being cleared, he afleed me if I had feen Wcllcta 
Selaffe ; if I was with her when flic died ; and who was faid 
to have poifoned her, Ras Michael or herfelf, or if I had ever 
heard that it was Ozoro Efther? I told him her friends 
had fent for me from the camp, but miffed me, not know¬ 
ing I was at Kofeam with Ayto Confu, who had been 
wounded ; but that I could have been of little fervice to 
her if they had found me fooher; That flie had fcarce 
any figns of life wdien I entered her room, and died foon 
- ... nr’T.,..* /!i,^ raken arfenic herfelf, and 
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named a black fervant of hers, a Mahomecan, from whom 
flie had bouglit it; and the reafon was, her fears that her 
grandfather, Ras Michael, whom (lie liad always looked up¬ 
on as the murderer of her father, fliould force her when he 
returned to Gondar. He feemed exceedingly attentive to 
all I faid, and mufed for a couple of minutes after 1 had 
done fpeaking. 

A PLENTiruL breakfafl was then brouglit us, and many 
of his officers fat down to it. I obferved likewife Ibme peo¬ 
ple of Gondar, who had formerly fled to Falil at Michael’s 
lirjd coming. He faid he wiflxed me to bleed him before I 
went away, wliich 1 affiircd him I would by no means do, 
for if he was well, as I then faw he was, the unnecedary 
bleeding him might occalion ficknefs; and, if he was dan- 
gcroully ill, he might die, when the blame would be laid 
upon me, and expofe me to mifehief afterwards. “ No, fays 
he, 1 could certainly truft you, nor would any of my people 
believe any harm of you ; but 1 am glad to fee you fo pru¬ 
dent, and that you have a care of my life, for the reafon I 
lhall give you afterwards.” I bowed, and he made me then 
tell him all tlxat palled in my vilit to Fafil, which I did, 
without concealing any circumftancc. All tlxe company 
laughed, and he more than any, only facing, “ Fafl, Falil, 
thou wall born a Galla, anti a Galla thou lhalt die.” 

• 

Breakfast being over, the tent was cleared, and we 
were again left alone, when he put on a very ferious coun¬ 
tenance. “ You know, fays he, you arc my old acquain¬ 
tance. I faw )'Ou with Michael after the battle of Fagitta, 
as alfo the prefents you brought, and beard the letters 
read, both thole that came from Metical Aga, and tliofe of 
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Ali Bey from Cairo. All the Greeks here who have confi- 
clerable polls, and arc proud and vain em)u^h, have yet de¬ 
clared to us feveral times, (as Antonio my fervant did to 
me laft night) that, in their own country, the bell of them 
arc not higher in rank than your fervants; and that thofe 
who hitherto have come into this country were no better. 
We know then, and the king is fenfible, that in your own 
country you arc equal to the bed of us, and perhaps fu- 
perior, and as fuch, even in thefe bad times, you have been 
treated. Now, this being the cafe, you arc wrong to cx- 
pofe yourfclf like a common foldier. We all know, and 
have feen, that you are a better horfeman, and Ihoot better 
than we ; your gun carries farther, becaufe you ufe leaden 
bullets; fo far is well; but then you ftiould manage this 
fo as never to aft alone, or from any thing that can have 
the appearance of a private motive “ Sir, faid I, you 
know that when I firft came recommended, as you fay, 
into this countrj% Ayto Aylo, the moft peaceable, as well 
as the wifeft man in it, the Ras, and 1 believe yourfelf, 
but certainly many able and conftderable men who were 
fo good as to patronize me, did then advife the putting me 
into the king’s fervice and houfchold, as the only means 
of keeping me from robbery and infult. You faid that I 
could not be fafe one inRant after the king left Gondar, 
being a fingle man, who was fuppofed to have brought 
money with him; that therefore I muR conneft myfclf 
with young noblemen, officers of confequence about court, 
whofc authority and friendfhip would keep ill-difpoled 
people in awe. The king obferving in me a facility of 

managing 
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managing my horfc and arms, wirh which, until that 
time, he had been unacquainted, placed me about his per- 
fon, both in the palace and in the field, for his own amufe- 
ment, and 1 may fay infiriKfVion, and for my fafety; and 
this advice has proved fo good, that 1 have never once de¬ 
viated from it but my life has been in danger. The firll 
attempt I made to go to the cataract, Guebra Mchedin 
vva) -laid and intended to murder me. When the king was 
in Tigre, Woodage Afaliel defigned to do me the fame fa¬ 
vour by the Galla he fent from Samfeen; and fo did Cocjuc 
Abou Barea at DegwalFa, by the hands of Wclleta Selalfe. 
No fafety, therefore, then remained to me but in adhering 
clofely to the king, as I have ever fince done, and was ad- 
vifed from ilic firll to do, which indifpcnfibly brought me 
to ^crbraxos, or wherever he was in perfon. Yoti cannot 
think it is from a motive of choice that a white man like 
m) fclf runs the rilk of lollng his life, or limbs, fo far from 
home, and wlierc there is fo little medical alhllancc, in a 
war where he has no motive that can concern liim.” 

“ Do not mifiake me, Yagoubc, fays Guflio, your bcira- 
viour at Sebraxos does ) ou honour, and will never make 
YOU an encmv, lb docs the like alfair with Kcfia Yafous; 
tlierc is no man can fc projicrly coimecT. yourfclf wttii 
as Kell.i Yafous ; all 1 wanted to ohferve to )OU i.i, that it is 
iitid Woodage Afahel wovtid have cfcaped fafcly from iiic 
juGuntain if you had not fliot him, and that yonra was fiic 
o];!y mufquct that was fired at him ; whicli is tlioiight 
invidious in you, being a llraiigcr, as he is the Itcacl of 
theEdjowGalla, the late king’s guards i they may yee return 
foGondar, and will lc'c»k upon you as their enemy, becaufe 
VoL. IV. Dd. a leaden 
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a leaden bullet was found in Woodage Afahel's body fired at 
him by you.”—“ Sir,faid I, it is very feldom a uuia id luch 
a cafe as this can have the power of vindicatij^g himilft to 
convic^tion, but that I now happily cun do. All the Greeks 
in the king’s army, their fons and families, all Maliometans, 
who have been in Arabia, India, or Egypt, ufc leaden bul¬ 
lets. The man who fhot Woodage Aiahel is well km)wn 
to you. He is the king’s old cook, Seballos, a man pa/1 /c- 
ventv, who could not be able to kill a flieep till I’omcbocly 
firil tied its legs. He himfelf informed the king of what 
he had done, and brought witnefles in the ulual form, 
claiming a reward for his adtion, which he obtained. It 
was faid that I, too, killed the man who carried the red 
flag of I'heodorus at Serbraxos, tliough no leaden bill let, 1 
believe, was found in him. A foldicr picked up this flag 
upon the field, and brought it to me. I paid him, imk*.d, 
for his pains ; and, when I prefenied the flag to rlu’ ku g, 
told him what 1 had feen, that the bearer of ii laid tallt n 
by a/hot from Ciuebra Maieal. 1 had not a gun it- my 
hand all that day at Seibiaxos, nor all iluit <-ihc! da) v. In^n 
Woodage Afahcl was /lain. 1 law him pais wiibin !< fs 
than ten yards where 1 was fiamling behind tlic king, in 
great health and /'pirits^ w'itli tw'o other anendant.s; but, 
fo far fiami fn ing at him, I was very anxious in iiiy ow n 
mind tliat he Ihoidd get as lafily out v^f the camp as l.ebad 
gallantly, rhougli iinpi udcnih , forced himlclf into it. It is 
not a cuftom known in my country for c ilieers to l)e t ni- 
ploycd to pick our dillinguilhed men at fuch advantage, nor 
would it be conlidercd there as much better than minder: 
certainly no honour wc iild accrue from it. But wlu n UiCnns 
are nece/Tary to keep o/ueer's of the enemy at a piopei tid- 
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tance, for confequenccs that might otherwifc follow, there 
are common Ibldicrs chofen for that purpnie, and for which 
they arc not the more cftccracd. This, however, 1 will con- 
fcls to you, that when cither the king’s horfes or mine went 
down to Deg-Ohha to water, and never but then, I fat upon 
the rock above, and did all in my power to proteed tliem, 
and the men who were with them, and to terrify the enemy 
who came to moled them, by (hewing ihc exteniive range of 
our rilic guns ; and that very day when Ayto Tesfos arrived, 
feme of his troops having driven off the mules, among 
witich were two of mine, I did, I confefs, witit my own 
hand Ihoot four of thenifrotn tlic rock, and at lall obliged 
the red to keep at a greater diilance ; but as for Woodage 
Alahel, 1 tlifown having had arms in my hand the day he 
entered the camp, or having been abfenr, till late in the 
c\ ening, from the king’s perfon.” 

Ntiw, all this is very well, continued Gufho; who killed 
Theodorus, or the man at Serbraxos; who killed A)'to Tes- 
fv> 'srncn, is no object of inejuiry ; Deg-Ohha wais within 
the line of the king’s camp, and they that wanted to deprive 
him of this policilion, or tlie ufe of it, did it at their peril. 
If you had Ihot Aytt) I'esfos himi'elf, attempting to deprive 
you of water for the camp, no man in all Amhara would 
liave faid ) t;u ditl wrong ; hut I api very much pleafed 
V,”th what y^ou tell me of-Woodage Afahel. The Ihort, yel¬ 
low man, who breakfaflcd with y’ou, was one of thofe two 
who accompanied Woodage Afahel when he was fliot, 
and is a friend of mine; he brought word that he was 
killed by a frank, and the leaden bullet fix’d it upon, 
v ou.” 


Dd a 


This 



212 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


This man was now immediately called for. He went 
by the nickname of Goul^ or the Giant^ from his fmall fizc 
and debility of body. “ Is this your man, fays Guflio, who 
fhot Woodage Afahel on the hill ?” “ 0, by no means, fays 
Goul; he was an old man with a long grey beard, and a 
white cloth round his head. This man I know well. I faw 
him with Fafil. This is Yagoube, the king’s friend; he. 
would not do fuch a thing.” “ No, certainly he would nor, 
fays Gufho, and fo mind that you tell Woodage Afahel’s 
friends,” Upon this he withdrew. And now, fays Guflio, 
talk no more upon this affair, I will take the reft upon my- 
felf. There is a fervant of Metical Aga’s now in the camp, 
fent over by defire of your friends and countrymen * at Jid¬ 
da, to know if you are alive and well. He lias alfo a mef- 
fage to the king, and perhaps I may fend him to the camp 
to-morrow, but more probably defer it till wc meet at Gon- 
dar. Mean time, remember my injuntTion to you, to keep 
clofc by the perfon of the king, and then no accident 
can befal yon in the confufion that will foon happen. I 
thanked him for his friendly advice, which 1 promiCed to 
follow. I then aJkcd for Ay to Confu and Engcdan, as alfo 
for Metical Aga’s fervant, but he anfwered, I could not tlien 
fee them. 

He had now in his hand fome fflk paper, in wh’ch tliey 
generally wrap their ingots of gold, -and he was pi’cp u ing 
to flip tfiis into my iiand at parting, in the fame manner 
wc do the fee of a phyiician in Europe. “ Yon forget, 
faid f, wliat you mentioned in the morning, that I am no 

call- 


* Capiab Tl>tr....is Trict of ih; Lyon of iSon.bay, 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


21,5 


caft-away, no Greek nor Armenian fcrvanr, bin perhaps of 
equal rank to yourfelves : if I wanted money. Metical Aga’s 
fervant would procure it for me upon demand. It is your 
wife and two daughters wlio arc ill; and when you lliall 
hereafter be great, and governing every thing at Gondar, 
I will by them put you in mind of any piece of friendlhip 
I may fland in need of at your hand ; and you fliall giant 
it.”—“ You are a good prophet, Yagoube, fays he ; and fo 
I lhall; but remember my advice ; 1 know you are a friend 
of 0/oro Ellher, but Ihe cannot protetft you ; tjzoro Alrafii^' 
may: the bed of all is to keep clofe to the king, to defend 
yourfelf if any body moleds you on your way to Gondar, 
and leave the red to me. 

An odiccr was now appointed to condutd me acrofs tlic 
plain, and feveral fervants laden with filh and I'ruir. About 
a hundred yards from the tent, a man mulllcd up met me, 
wlioni I found to be a fervant of Engedan. “ Your army 
will dilband, fays he to me, in a low tone of voice ; keep 
by the king, or Aylo my madcr’s brother, and he will 
bring you over here.” Having left him, we continued a- 
crofs the plain, and faw feveral fniall panics of horfc pa- 
troling, but they came nor near us. My condu'dor fiid they 
were Cj' alia, wajting for fome opportunity to rlo miichitf. 
He t(dJ me that O/.oro Wclleta liree], an 4 rf lu'= i'on Aylo, 
had ji^incd their arniy that dar yvitii lo.-scc men iroin Go- 
jam, to no purpole at all, continued - .c, but that ef caturg 
up the country. bur your friend the hrghe could net 
fee Ras Michael fall without giving him a ihore, though 
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flic has flaid till the very lad day before fhe ventured, for 
fear of accidents. Guflio’s men fet the fifli down at the 
advanced guard, and returned with the officer who had at¬ 
tended me, while 1 went towards the king’s tent, niuffng 
what all this might mean, what power was to carry us to 
Gondar, dilband the army, depofe Michael, and not hurt 
the king. 

I lOUND the king had not been well, and had taken 
warm water to vomit, a remedy I adviled him fometimes 
to make nf'e of, not choofmg to venture on all occaffons to 
give him medicines, and he was then quiet. I therefore 
went to Ras Michael, v/ho was alone, and fecmingly much 
chagrined. He interrogated me ffriclly as to wliat paffed 
between me and Gulho. I told him the difcouife about 
Woodage Afaliel’s death, and about Faffl; then about the 
fick family I had fecn, the offer of money, the fflh, &c. 
1 he fame I repeated when I went back to the king, but 
nothing about our meeting at Gondar. I begged, however, 
as he ftill complained a little of his head, that lie vrould fee 
nobody that night, but lie down and compol'c himfclf, al¬ 
lowing me to wait in the feci etar) ’s apai tment till he flioiild 
awake. I thought he embraced this propofal willingly, 
Ozoro Eff-hcr having had a long conference, with him the 
night before, ^do not imagine tlic ffate of the realm had 
much fhare in their converfati-'n. After he was laid down, 
1 went and found Azage Kyrillos, and with him the beau¬ 
tiful daughter of Tccla Mariam, who was juil drelTed to go 
to Ozoro Ellhcr’s. She faid flic would cither take me along 
with her to Ozoro Effher’s, or ffay, and the king would fend 
us fupper at her father’s. I exeufed mylclf from cither, 
on account of the king’s indifpoiition, and my bulinefs with 
3 iici' 
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her father, wh'), gue^in^ by mv coinrcaance I had fome- 
thing material to comiiiuaicatc, lent tier on her vilir, and lb 
we were left alone. 

As he was a man with whom T harl alwavs liv'cd in the 
moH confidential tViend h;p, and k>ic,v the ,.i ne itih ', led 
between Iiim and the king, I made no (criip! ■ t > re*! hioi, 
word for w )rd, wli if 1 tirul heartl fr j u ein:ho aod ; n se¬ 
dan’s fervanr. He 'aid, vi'irliour any I’ecmin^.; impi ife, W'.'ie, 
we are all woro o;it, bur date all this to tJi ‘ king. Soon 
after, came in tJic dive who had tne c largc of i le king’s 
bed-eharnber, and told the fecrerar) tliat the king found 
hi-nfelf well, only wanted to know wliar lie diould dri k. 
I ordered him I'omc water, with fome ripe ramarii d,, a li¬ 
quor he ufuall)' rook in rime of Lent. See him and advile 
him youiielf, lavs the fecretary. I according!) wem in, 
a:.d lold t!ic king ilic whole dory. lie feemcil to lie in 
great agitati n, ivjiearing heqiu ntl)-, “ O Crod! O God ! O 
Gimbra Memus Eedu.-^'-!”—“ Wlio is this Guebra Meijfus 
K.'dii , r” faiil I alieiAi arils to Tecla Maidam, win) in his 
lie irt br liex eu .n !iim no more than 1 did. “ Why, anl 'i er- 
ed he graveh, he is a great laint, who iic\cr ate or drank 
from his m aher''' womh till his death, faid inal's ar (e; i;r:>- 
1cm eveio' day, and came liomc at night in form of a floik." 
—“ Biu a had re .dm- n liis, I'aiil 1,1'c/r Inch violent e.Nercn'c.” 
— 'i’hat is noi al!, taws Tecla Mariam, he fought with the 
devil once in 1 igre, and ilircw him over the rock Amba Sa- 
1am, and killed Inm.’'—“1 wilh you joy, faid J, this is good 
news indeed.” All this converfation had paded in lialf a 

whiipcr. 
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whifper. The king was quiet; but, hearing me fay the 
laft words, he ftarted, and cried, “ What joy, what good 
news, Yagoubc ?”—“ Why, faid I, Sir, it is only Tecia Ma¬ 
riam infornaing me that the devil is dead, which is gt>od 
news, at Iqad to me, who always dreaded falling into his 
clutches.”—“ Aye, fays the king, the monks lay fo ; it 
mud have been long ago; but the faint was lurely a holy 
man.” 

Though the king was violently agitated, yet he neither 
faid that he did or did not underftand what was meant by 
Gufho and Kngedan, but only ordered me home imme¬ 
diately, faying, “ As you value your life, open not your 
mouth to man or woman, nor feem to take particular care 
about any thing, more than you did before; trull all in the 
hands of the Virgin Mary, and Guebra Menfus Kedus.” 

I NEEDrn no incitement to go to my tent, where I went 
immediately to bed. I cannot fay but I had a ray of hope 
that Providence had begun the means which were to extri¬ 
cate me out of the diflicultics of my prefent Cruarion, bet¬ 
ter and fooner than I had before imagined; I therefore fell 
fotui into a profound fleep, farisfied thatl fhould be quickly 
called if any thing ailed the king. The lights were now 
all put our, and, except the cry of the guards going their 
rounds, very little noife in the camp, confdcring the vail 
number of people it ct)ntaincd, I was in a profound deep 
when Francifeo, a Greek ferc'ant of the Ras, a brave and 
veteran loldier, but given a little to drink, came bawling in¬ 
to my tent, “ It is madnefs to deep at this time.”—“I am fure, 
faid 1. very calmly, I fliould be mad if 1 was not to deep. 
Why, when would you have me to take my left? and what 

’is 
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i^the matter “ Get up, cries he, quickly, for we fliall all 
l^e cut to pieces in a minute,”—“ Then hang me, faid I, if 
I don’t lie ftill, for if I have no longer to live, it is not wortk 
while to drefii.”—“ Fafil {continued he) has furpriled the 
camp, and gives no quarter.”—Fafil ! faid I, impoflible t 
hut go to the guard commanded by Laeca Mariam, and if 
<be has a horfc ready faddled bring him to me,” 

On this Francifeo catched*up a lance and fliield that were 
in my tent, for fear of danger in the way, and ran off. In 
a minute he returned to alk the Tvort/. “ Googue, faid J, i.-; 
the parole, (it fignifies Owl.) A curfe upon his father, lays, 
he, (meaning the owl’s father), and a curfe upon their 
fathers who gave fuch unlucky words for the parole at 
night; no wonder misfortunes happen, fays he, in Greek; 
he then returned to the guard under Laeca Mariam. In 
the mean rime, furveying the camp around, I could not 
help doubting the truth of this alarm; tor not a foul was 
ftirring about Kcfla Yalbus’s tent, and the light fcai cti> burn¬ 
ing. Un the other hand, however, there feemed Icvcral in the 
tent of the Ras, and people moving about it, though the 
Tigre guard around were quiet, who, I knew well, would 
Iiave been alarmed by the motion of a moufe. 

There was, however, ftill a light, and an unufual noife in 
the upper end of the camp to the N. F. Francifeo now re¬ 
turned from the king’s tent, and, without my fpeaking to 
hiin, faid, in a great paftion, “ Thofc black fellows arc all 
become,mad ; you don’t keep them in any fort of order.” 

“ lias Lacca Mariam got ready a horfe for me, faid 1; where 
is he ?”—“ When I delivered your orders, replied Francifeo, 
t ) have a horfe ready for you, he faid there were fifty, but 
did not fuppofe you intended galloping to-night,” Fran- 
VoL. IV. E e -eifeo 
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cifco continued, “ I toid. him Falil was i» the camp ; at 
which he laughed outright, faid I was drunfc, aad wonder¬ 
ed you had given • me the parole with a curfc upon its fe- 
ther; a great catch this word, to be fore, it will make me 
rich.” ** 1 am afraid, faid 1 , friend, Laeca Mariam hath Ra¬ 
ted the truth; at ieaft I never heard of an army cut to 
pieces fo very quietly as ours is.” While 1 was fpcaking, the 
Rambeaux at the Ras’s tent were all fuddenly lighted, which 
was likewife done by Keiia Yafous, all the general officers,, 
and laftly from the king’s tent. This is a kind of torch, or 
flambeau, ufed by the janizary Aga, at Cairo and ConRan- 
tinople, when he patroles the Rrects ; in the night-time 
it is lighted, but the fire does not appear till you whirl 
it three or four times roxind your head, and then it burfts 
out into a bright flame. Michael had fixteen always on the 
guard,, ever fincc the attempt upon his life by the Gurague. 
In a moment all the camp was lighted, and the people 
awakened, whilft, as nobody knew the I'cafori, the tumult 
increafed. Francifeo, with great exultation, upon feeing 
the Ras’s torches lighted, cried, “ See who is drunk now ; 
wlicrc arc your jokes ? this will be a fine night, and no¬ 
body is ariaed.” “ Sir, faid I, you faw i.acca Mariam and 
his guard armed ; fo is every other guard in the camp as 
much as ever ; and you may ihunk God you have my fer- 
vant’s laucc and Ihicid, fo you arc armcil. I may drink 
CfUFcc, tliougli I very much fear liicrc liiay be fomc embroil 
on foot, of which, you may be yourfclf part of the occafion. 
Go, howevci', to the Ras’s tent, and afk if he has any orders 
for me.” 

Ik lliorr, we foon after found that the caufc of all this 
diH-urbance v;as, that fome part of Fesfos’s men had come 
to the back of the camp and attempted to recover the mules 

which 
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ij^hich had been taken from them; and they had fucceeded 
in part, when they were difeovered, purfued, and ibme of 
the mules retaken. At the light of armed men running up 
and down the hill, an alarm Ipread that nobody knew the 
occafion of, till the Ras caufed the muIc-keeper to be baf- 
tinado’d in the morning. That day, the 26th, we received 
advice, that the Edjow Galla, and fome other horfe of the 
fame diftridl, had madacred all the people they met on their 
way to and from Gondar, and that a body of troops had 
marched into the town, which threatened to fet it on fire if 
any more provifions were fent to the camp. 

We were now without food or water; a great council 
was therefore held, in which it was agreed to decamp the 
a 8th in the night, and return to Gondar on the 29th, in the 
morning. A prefent of frclh provifions had been fent to 
Ras Michael, and, in one of the balkets, a number of torch¬ 
es. A meflage was alfo delivered from Gufilio, “ That as 
he was informed the Ras intended travelling in the night, 
that therefore he had font him ftore of torches, left he 
fliould miftake his way to Gondar by having burnt all he 
•had by him in the laft night’s alarm about Fafil.” He de¬ 
clared, moreover, in name of all the Confederates, that it 
was their refolution not to molefl him in his march; that 
the whole kingdom was in alliance with them to fave the 
efTufion of blood, now abfolutely unnecellary, and to meet 
and treat with him at Gondar. 

Upon receipt of this meflage, wdth the torches, the Ras 
flew into a mofl. furious paflion. He called for Kcfla Ya- 
fous and Guebra Mafcal, and lharply upbraided them with 
having betrayed him to liis enemies. He gave orders to 

Lea * the 





T R A V E L S T O S. C a VmtCr 


the troops to refrefh themfelves,. for he was that day reibU - 
ved to try the fortune 6f another hattlc. . To this^ however,. 
it was replied by all the principal officers. That the army 
was ftarving, therefore a refrefhmenr at this time was out 
of the queJtion, and that fighting was as much fo ; for Gu^ 
Iho, having fent to the Abuna and to the King, had folemn- 
ly excommunicated his . whole army if any harm was of¬ 
fered to them in perfon or baggage, if they marched direiff- 
ly back to Gondar that night, as they had of their own accord 
before intended .; and that tlie army was refolved, therefore, 
as one man, to return; and, if the Ras did not agree 
to it, there was great fear they would difband in the night, 
and leave him in the hands of the enemy; without terms. 
The Kas was now obliged to make a virtue of neceffity; and 
it was given in orders, that the army fhould be ready to de¬ 
camp at eight in the evening, but nobody fhould ftrike 
their tent before that hour on pain of death. The old ge¬ 
neral was afl:iamed to.be feen for the firll time flying be¬ 
fore his enemies. , 

It was plain to be read in everybody’s countenance, 
that this refolution was agreeable to them alL I confefsi 
however, that I thought the meafure a very dangerous one, 
confidering how much blood the king’s army had fo lately 
fpilt, and the ordinary prejudices univerfally adopted in 
that country, allowing to every individual the right of re¬ 
taliation. Before I ftruck my tent,, i called. Yafine to me, 
and told him that Ayto Confu, being wounded and a pri- 
foner, myfelf neceffarily obliged to attend the * king, and 
the event of that night’s retreat unknown to any body, I 
thought he could do neither himfelf nor me any further 
fervice by flaying, where he was ; that therefore, fo long as 
* the 
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the road to Azazo was open to him,' he fhduld march thro’ 
I^mbea, as if ^ing taFalil, then turn on the right behind 
the hills of Kofcam, and make the beft of his,way to Ras 
d Feel, in which government he fhould maintain the ftric- 
teft difcipline, and be particularly careful of the intrigues 
of Abd el Jeleel, the former governor, whofe application d 
Ihould defeat if I had any intereft, or if tho king remain¬ 
ed, both which I thought very improbable. 1 annexed, 
moreover, this condition, that on his part he Ihould be ac¬ 
tive and unwearied in procuring information concerning 
the propereft way of my attempting to reach Sennaar; I en¬ 
joined him alfo to be very circumftantial in all the advices 
which he fent to me at Gondar; that they Ihould be writ¬ 
ten in Arabic, and font diretflly to me by my black fervant 
Soliman,who was with him^ and told him that I myfelf Ihould 
join him as foon as poflible, Yafine, with tears in his eyes, 
protefted againft leaving me in the dangerous Jfituarion of 
that night; he faid we Ihould be all cut to pieces as foon as 
we were in the plain, and that there was not a man of the 
troops under him who would not rather die with me, than 
abandon me to be murdered by the hands of thefe faithlcfs 
Chriftian dogs, who never were to be bound by oath or pro- 
mife. He faid, it would be incomparably fafer, as ihey 
were all under my command, that I Ihould pm myfelf at 
their head, and continue my march to Ras el Feel, where, 
if I was once arrived, Ayto Confu’s troops, being behind 
me at Tcherkin, (that is, between me and Gondar), I . 
might, at my own leifure, folicit a fafe condudl to Sen-r- 
naar. 

I CONFESS this propofalat fifil ftruckme as extremely fca- 
hble; but re^t^ing on my folemn promife to the king, not 
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to leave him without Iiis direA penniflion, that Guiho had 
alTurcd me of fafety if I kept clofe to his perfon, that it 
would be a breach of truft to leave my Greek fervant un¬ 
provided at Gondar, and that forfaking my inftrumcnts 
would have the cffedl of making my return through the de- 
fert imperfe<5l,—I rcje<5led this propofal, anddifmilTed Yallne, 
with orders to adhere inviolably to the inftruffions I had 
given him. 

As for the king himfclf, his countenance was not chan¬ 
ged, nor did he fay to me one word that day in confidence, 
whether he did or did not intend to return to Gondar, 

As no body knew what conditions were made, or whether 
any were really made at all, fear kept the common foldiers 
under obedience till it was night. The firft who began to 
file off, it being near dark, were the women, who carried 
the mills, jars, and the heavy burdens ; thefe were in great 
numbers. Soon after, the foldiers were in motion, and the 
Ras and the King’s tents were ftruck juft as it was night; 
darknefs freed the whole army from obedience to orders, 
and a confufion, never to be forgot or deferibed, prefently 
followed, every body making the bell of their way to get 
fafe down the hill. At firft fetting out I kept clofe by the 
king; but, without trea^ding upon, or riding over a number 
of people, I could not keep my place. I was now, for the 
firft time, on one of the ftrong black horfes that came laft 
from Sennaar, given me by the king, and he was fo impa¬ 
tient and fretful at being prefled on by the crowd of,men 
and bcafts, that, there was no keeping him within any fort 
of bounds. The defeent of the hill had become very llip- 
4 peryi 
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pery, and men, horfes, and mules were rolling promifcuouf- 
I7 over one another. 

I RESOLVED to try for myfelf fome other way that might 
he leis thronged. I went to the place where Woodage A- 
£ahel defcended when he was foot by Sebaftos; but the 
ground there was more uneven, and fully as much crowd¬ 
ed. I then eroded the road to the eaftward, where the Ras’s 
tent flood, and where Kefla Yafous’s two nephews had gone 
round to diilodge Ayto Tesfos: there was a confidcrable 
number of people even here, but it was not a croud, and 
they were mollly women. I determined to attempt it, and 
got into a fmall flanting road, which I hoped would con- 
dutfl me to the bed of the torrent; but I found, upon going 
half way down the hill, that, in place of a road, it had been 
a hollow made by a torrent, which ended on a precipice, 
and below, and on each fide of this, the hill was exceedingly 
fleep, the fmall diftance 1 could fee. 

In Abyffinia, the camp-ovens for making their bread are 
in form of two tea-laucers joined bottom to bottom, and are 
fomerhing Icfs than three feet in diameter, being made of 
a light, beautiful potter’s ware, which, although red when 
firft made, turns to a glofl’y black colour after being greafed 
with buucr. Tliis being placed upright, a jui’c of charcoal 
is pur under the hoitom-pan ; ilfc bread, made like pan¬ 
cakes, is palled all within the iiclc ■ t tlie upper cavity, or 
b('*wl, over which is laid a cover ot the lame lorm or ihapc. 
It is in form of a brotnl wheel, and a woman cat ties one of 
thefc upon her hack for baking bread in the camp. It hap¬ 
pened tliat, jull as I was deiihcranr.g whether to pro¬ 
ceed or return, a woman had rolled one of thefc down the 
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tball on purpofe, or let it fall by chance: whichever was tfie 
cafe, it came bounding,and jull paft behind my horfe. Whe¬ 
ther it touched him or not I cannot tell; but it determined 
him, without funher deliberation, to fpum all controul of 
hh rider. On the iirft leap that he made it was with the in- 
xnoil difficulty I avoided going over his head: I will not 
pretend to fay what followed. I was deprived of all lenfe 
or refle< 5 tion, till ftumbling often, and Hiding down upon 
his haunches oftener, 1 found myfelf at the bottom of the 
hill, perfee'tly ftupified with fear, but fafe and found in body^ 
, though my faddle was lying upon the horfe’s neck. 

Soon after, I faw a fire lighted on the top of the hill above 
where Ras Michael’s tent flood, and I did not doubt but 
that it was the work of fome traitor, as a fignal to the re¬ 
bels that we were now in the plain in the greateft confu- 
fion. 1 made all hafte theretnre to go round and join the 
king, pafled Deg-Ohha incumbered with carcafes of men 
and beatts, from which, as well as tnnn the bottom of the 
hill, a terrible flench arofe, which nmft loon have forced us 
out of the camp if we had not rcfolved, of our own accord, 
to remove. A little further in the opening to the river Ma¬ 
riam, I found myfelf in the middle of,about twenty perfons, 
three or four of whom were upon mules, in long clean 
white clothes, as if in peace, the reft apparently foldiers-; 
this was Engedan’s brother, Aylo, whom 1 was paffing with¬ 
out recollecting him, when he cried, Where do you come 
from, Yagoube ? tliis is tiot a night for white men like you 
to be alone; come witli me, and I will carry you to your 
friend Engedan. My horfe, replied I, found a new way for 
itfeif down the hill, and I confefs I would rather be alone 
than with fo much company; pur colour by tliis liglitfccms 
.2 jto 
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to be pretty much the fame. Remember me to Engeckm. I 
am feeking to join the king. 

Immediately after, I got into the crowd: though tliey 
were now in the plain, they ftill kept in a line clofe to the 
foot of the mountain, as in fear of the enemy’s horfe. I 
pafled on at as brilk a walk as my horfe could go; nor was 
I fo tender of thofe who were before me in the plain as I 
had been on the fide of the hill. Among thofe that were 
ftill in the crowd, that had not got yet down the hill, I 
heard the Abuna’s fervant faying they had loft their mules, 
and denouncing excommunication and curfes againft thofe 
who had ftolen his baggage. I could not reffein from a fit 
of laughter at the ftupidiry of that pried, to think any man 
of fiich a nation would pay attention to his anathemas iif 
fuch a fccne. Soon after, however, I overtook the Abuna 
himfclf, with Ozoro Altafti. He alkcd me in Arabic, and 
in a very mournful tone of voice, what 1 thought they were 
going to do ? I anfwcred, in the fame language, “ Pray for 
them, father, for they know not what to do.” Ozoro Altafti 
now told me the king was a great way before them, with 
Ras ^lichacl, and atlvifed me to ftay and accompany her. 
As ftie fpokc this confidently, and it was part of the advice 
Cuftio had given me if 1 niillcd the king, I was deliberating 
what courie 1 lliould purine, when a gicat node of hone 
and men was heard on the fide of the plain, and prefenriy 
the Abuna and Ozoro Altalh were furrouncled by a large 
body of horfemen, w’hofe cries and language I did not un- 
tlei Hand, and whom therefore I took forGalla. As 1 found 
mv horlc ftrong and willing, and being alone, and unincum¬ 
bered with baggage, I thought it was better to keep free, 
.and nor'truft to who tlicfc ftrangers might be. I therefore 
VOL. IV. P f got 



226 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

got out of the line of the troops towards the plain, fpurred 
my horfe, and arrived at the body of cavalry where the 
king was. 

As I had a white turban upon my head, (having (haved 
the fore part of it after the blow I had received from the 
Hone) I was employed taking this off before I prefented 
myfelf to the king, when fomebody faid out loud, Ozoro 
Efther is taken prifoner. Ras Michael anfwered. That is im.. 
poflible; Ozoro Efther is here. It is Ozoro Altafh and the 
Abuiia, faid I, from behind; I came juft now from them. 
By whom are they taken ? fays the king. By the Galla, I 
believe, anfwered I; at leaft by men whofe language I did 
not underftand, though indeed I took no time to confider, 
but they are clofc in our rear, and I fuppofe they will be 
here prefently. Here! fays the Ras, what will they do 
here ? It muft be Powufien, and the troops of Lafta, to re¬ 
cover his mother-in-law, that flie may not go to Gondar 
and it is the Tcheratz Agow language that Yagoube has 
taken for Galla. It is fo, fays another horfeman ; the people 
of Lafta have carried her off, but without hurting any body. 
This I thought a good ftgn, and that they were under or¬ 
ders, for a bloodier or more cruel race was not in the army, 
the Galla not excepted ; and they had met witli their defcris, 
and had fuifered coniiderably in the courfe of this Iliort 
campaign. ‘ • 

The whole road was now as fmooth as a carpet; and wc 
had fcarce done fpeifking when Ras Michael’s mule fell 
flat on the ground, and threw him upon his face in a I'maJl 
puddle of water. He was quickly lifted up unhurt, and fet 
'upon his mule again. We palTed the Mogetch, and at about 
4 200 
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200 yards from tlie bridge, upon ground equally plain 
as the former, the mule fell again, and threw the Ras ano¬ 
ther time in the dirt, on which a general murmur and 
groan was heard from all his attendants, for every body 
interpreted this as an omen that his power and fortune 
were gone from him for ever. Another mule was fpeedily 
brought, but he refufed to mount it, and wc palTcd on by 
the Mahometan town, and up to Confu’s houfe, by Aylo 
Mcidan. I could not, however, help reilcdling howjuilly 
the Ras was now puniflicd for the murder of the fingers in 
that very fpot, when he returned from Mariam-Ohha and 
entered Gondar. The king went direcflly to the palace, the 
Ras to his own houfe, and, by the fecretary’s advice, 1 went 
with him to that of the Abuna, where I left my Greek fer- 
vants with my gold cliain, and fomc trifles I wanted to pre- 
ferve, together with my' inftruments. I then drefifed myfelf 
in the habit of peace, and returned to the palace, where, re¬ 
membering the advice of Guiho, I refolved to expe^ft my fate 
with the king. Upon feeing me with the fore part of my 
head (haven, and remembering the caufc, as his firft mark 
of favour he ordered me to cover my head, a thing other- 
wife not permitted in the king’s prcfcnce to any of his 
houfchold. 

The king’s fen'ants brought me a bull’s hide for my' bed; 
and although many a night I have wanted reft upon Icfs r 
dangerous occafions, I fcarcely' ever flept more foundly, till 
I heard the cracking of the whips of the Serach Maflery, 
about five o’clock in the morning of the 29 th. He performs 
this fundfion nmcli louder .than a French poftilion upon 
fini/liing a poll, it being tJic fignal for the king to rife. There 
was, indeed, no occafion for this cuftom, now there was 110 
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court, nor judgment of caufes civil or criminal. The palace 
was quite defected; even the king’s flaves, of both fexes, 
(fearing to be carried off to Begemder and Amhara) had 
hid themfelves among the monks, and in the houfes of 
private friends, fo that the king was left with very few at¬ 
tendants. 
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CHAP. X. 

Rebel Army tnvejis Gondar^—Kin£s ^Troops deliver up their Arms — 7hc 
Murderers of Joas aJfaJ/inated—-GuJbo made Ras—Ras Michael car-~ 
ried away Prifoner by Powujfen—Iteghe s return to Kofcani—Fafil 
arrives at Condar—King acknowledged by all Parties—Bad ConduEl 
of Gtfbo—Obliged to fy^ but is taken and put in Irons, 

A bout eight o’clock in the morning of the 29th of 
May, the day immediately following the night of our 
retreat, came Guflxo’s Fit-Auraris, and marked out the camp 
for his mafter between the Mahometan town and the church 
of Ledeta, on the very fpot where'Michael had encamped 
after his late return from Tigrfe; Coque Abcm Barca from 
Ledeta to Kofeam; Aylo and Ayabdar on rlie other fide of 
the Kahha, in a line palling by Kedus Raphael, the Abuna’s 
houfe at the foot of the mountain, above Debra Bcrhan ; 
Ayio Tesfos in the valley below, by the fide of the Angrab ; 
on the road from Woggora to Gondar, and all along tite 
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Angrab, till it joined the Kahha, and Kafmati Gufho’s camp, 
were Powuflen and the reft of the confederate army; fo 
that by nine o’clock the town was completely invefted, as if 
a wall had been built round it. The water being all in 
polTeftion of the enemy, centinels were by them placed a- 
long the banks of each river, with orders to fuffer every 
townfman to fill fingle jars, fuch as one man or woman 
could carry, and to break any fupernumerary jars, that 
might be brought by way of fecuring a larger provifion*. 
All the people of confequence who had property in and a- 
bout Gondar, who had fled to Fafil and to the provinces, 
from fear of Ras Michael when he returned from Tigrc, 
had gone back upon Guflio’s word, each man to his houfe; 
Gondar was full of men in arms. In Guftio’s and Ayabdar’s 
army, and depending on them, was the property of all 
Gondar. Ras Woodage, Guflio’s father, and brother 
to Ayabdar, had been Ras in Yafous’ time, till he died, 
univeri'ally beloved and regretted; Ayto Engcdan and Ay- 
lo, fons of Kafmati Eflite, (by a fiftcr of king Yafous) had 
the property of near one half of the town. Though Engc¬ 
dan was prifoner, and Aylo had married Ras Michael’s 
daughter, they were, by intereft and inclination, united to 
Guflio, and had ferved Michael only through fear, from at¬ 
tachment to the kijig, fo that Guftio and Ayabdar were the 
only citizens in whom the inhabitants of Gondar confided. 
PowulTen, and the reft, were looked upon as frec-booters in 
their inclinations, at lead by the townsmen ; very little bet¬ 
ter than Michael, or his troops of Tigrc. 

From 
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From the moment the town was invefted, and indeed in 
the field, before Gulho had taken the lead, and though 
neither Ayabdar nor PowulTen were his friends, all Gon- 
dar was at his command ; and in it an army infinitely fu- 
perior in number and ricjies, now they had got fuch a 
chieftain, to all the Confederates put together, and Michael’s 
army added to them. Guftio, a man of great underftand- 
ing, born and bred in Gondar, knew this perfectly well* 
and that he alone was looked up to as the father of his coun¬ 
try. He knew, moreover, that he could not ruin Michael 
fo elFedtually as to lodge him fafely in Gondar, amidll a 
multitude of enemies, and blockade him there before he 
had time for rcfourccs. He therefore detached Ayto Tes- 
fos, the very day he arrived before the town, after Darien, 
Bafha of Belefiin, whom Ras Michael had fent before him 
into Woggora to cffe<fl a paflage through that province in¬ 
to Tigrc by fair means, promifes, and prefents. Tesfos. 
came up with Darien before he had time to enter upon his^ 
commiffion, and, having beaten and taken him prifoner, 
raifed all Woggora in arms againft Michael, fo that not a 
man could longer pafs between Tigre and Gondar. 

No perfon from the rebel army had yet entered Gondar. 
The king’s I'ccretary, Azage Kyrillos, a relation of Gullio, 
had gone to his camp the day of his arrival. The fame 
day tlie kettle-drums were brought to the brink of Kah- 
ha, and a proclamatitm made. That all foldiers of the pro¬ 
vince of Tigre, or who had bore arms under Ras Michael, 
Ihould, on the morrow before mid-day, bring their arms, 
offcnfive and defenfive, and deliver them on a fpot fixed up¬ 
on near the church of Lcdeta, to commiilaries appointed 
for the purpofe of receiving them ; with further intimation 
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to the inhabitants of Gondar, That any arms found in any 
houfc in that town, after noon of the day of proclama¬ 
tion, Ihould fubjedt the owner of fuch houfe and arms to 
death, and the houfc, or houfes, to be razed to their foun¬ 
dation. 

The firll of the Tigrd troops who fet this example was 
Guebra Mafcal; he carried down to the place appointed, 
and furrendered, about 6000 mufquets, belonging to the 
Ras and his family; all the reft of the principal officers 
followed, for the inhabitants of Gondar were willing inqui- 
fitors, fo that the whole arms were delivered before the 
hour appointed, and locked up in the church of Ledeta, un¬ 
der a ftrong guard both without and within die church. The 
Tigrib foldiers, after furrendering their arms, were not fuf- 
fered to depart, but a fpacc was affigned between Gulho’s 
tent and the town, where they were difpofcd that night, 
and centincls placed upon them, that they might not dif- 
perfe. This indeed was needlefs; for they were every day 
furrounded with troops and enemies, fo that all their wealth 
remained with their landlords in Gondar, which home they 
were not fuflered again to enter, a meafure which greatly 
added to Gufho’s popularity in the town. A great number 
of flour facks were brought down to Guflio’s camp, and 
many mules, loaded therewith, were delivered to the dif- 
armed army, fuflicienr to carry them by fpeedy marches 
to their own country, for which they had orders tc fee out 
the next morning. 

Kefla Yasous alone, with about 400 men, had fhut 
himfclf up in the church of Debra Berhan, where there 
was water, and he had carried in fufllcient provillons for 
I fevcral 
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feveral days. He refiifcd therefore to furrender upon the 
general fummons ; on which Powuilen, who was encamped 
immediately below him, lent an officer to require him to 
fubmit, which he not only peremptorily refufed, but told 
the oflicer, that, unlcfs he iallantly retired, he would give 
orders to lire upon him, as he had a treaty with Gulho, and, 
till that was ratiiicd by Cfullio hinilelf, he would uot furren- 
der, nor fufl'er any other jierl'on to approach his poll; at any 
rate, that he did not inte ul to furrender to a man of Powuf- 
fen’s low birth, howcu'cr high his ^ relent pod had railed 
Iiim, which he no longer acknowledged, being the mere 
gift t)f Michael, one complaint againll whom was that of 
levelling and confounding the nobility witli their infe¬ 
riors. 


Cusiii) accfirdingiv font an oHiccr, a man of great cha- 
raed-ir, and a relatio'.i of the ki :g, with a toniirma'u.n of 
liis j'>rouni‘e ; wiiereupon Kella Yaious liniendered, and 
lent down his foldiers, with what ami', lie pieal'ed, to Gu¬ 
ild’s canqi, carrying the rcll privately to his own houl’c, to 
which he retired that very evening. Keila Yaious was 
mucli beloved by the iuhabiiauts of Gondar, though a Ti¬ 
gran, and perhaps in neither parry was tlierc a man fo uni- 
verfally cflccmed. He had done the townlincn often great 
fervice, having always flood between Michael anti them in 
thole moments of wrath and vengeance when no one clfe 
dared to Ipeak ; and, in jiarticular, he had faved the town 
from burning that morning the Ras had retired with the 
king to Tigre, wlien warned, as lie laid, by an apparition of 
Michael the archangel, or more probably of the devil, to put 
the inl.abitarits of Gondar to the fv'ord, and let the city ofrj, 
fire; a mcafurc that was I'uppoited by Nebrit Tecla, and 
Voi.. IV. G g feveral 
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fcvcral other leading men among the Tigrans. If the devil 
can fpcak true, here furely was one example of it, Gondar 
that very day had proved fatal to the Ras ; and Kcfla Ya- 
fous himfelf told me, long after Michael was gone, and all 
was peace, that having vifitcd him that very evening he left 
Debra Rerhan, Michael had privately upbraided him with 
having prevented his burning the town, and told him, that 
his gtiardian fpirit. Saint Michael the archangel, or the tlc- 
vil, or whatever we may pleafe to call it, had left him, and 
never appeared to him again fince he liad palled the river 
Tacazze on his return to Gondar ; and to this he attribu¬ 
ted his prefeut misfortunes. 

Are the king’s arms were furrendered with the red, and 
Kefla Yafous was the only man that remained unfubdued, 
a diftine'fion due to his fupcrlativc merit, and preferved to 
him by his enemies themfelves in the very heat cd’ con- 
queft. 

As for the Ras, he had continued in the houfe belonging 
to his tiflicc, vilitcd only by ibmc private friends, bin had 
fent Ozoro Eflhcr to the Iteghe’s at Kofeam, as loon as he 
entered Gondar. He ate, drank, and llcpt as ufual, and rca- 
foned upon the event that had happened with great equa¬ 
nimity and feeming imhlT’crence. There was no a]';pcaianee 
of guards fet upon him; but every motion anti look were 
privately, but ilrietly watched. 'J he next day, wlicn he 
heard how ill his tlifarmed men were treated b)' the 
laee, when they were difmilTcd to'i'igre, he burll into tears, 
and cried out in great agony. Had 1 died before this I had 
l)- i n happy. He played no more at drafts, by whic^i game 
formerly he pretended to divine the ill'uc of every ailair of 
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confcqucncc, but gave his draft-board and men to a private 
friend ; at tlie lame time renouncing his pretended divina¬ 
tions, as deceitful and finful, by the confidence he had pla¬ 
ced in them. 

Tin: king behaved with the grcatcR firmnefs and compo- 
Jute ; he was indeed graver thanul'ual, and talked lefs, but 
was not at all dejected. Scarce any body came near him 
thiC frit day, or even the fccond, cxcejning tlie pricRs, fome 
of the judges, and old inliabitants of the town, who had 
taken no pair. Some of the priefs and monks, as is their 
cuiltan, idl'd certain lih-erties, and mixed a confdcrable de¬ 
gree of impertinence in their converfations, hinting it as 
doubtful, wiiether he would remain on the ilirone, and men¬ 
tioning It, as on the p.artof the p.eople, tliat he Inid imbibed 
frcin, Miihacl a iiropenfiy tc-ovards eruclty and bloodihcd, 
v.'iiat fome monrli', ago no man in C-'ondar dared to liavcfur- 
niiil'd tor In') life. TJiei'e lie only aufwercd with, a very Icvcrc 
lof'k, btii fiid) nn'tlting. One of thefc Ipecebes being report¬ 
ed 0) idm'Jio, not as a eon;plaint from the king, but through 
a]y)'iknidcr wlu^ licard it, that nobleman ordered tlie of eii- 
tler (.: piieil I'fllrba Tcnfa, a ciuireli in ,^\’ogg(n•a) to be 
ilri})t naked to Ids wadi, and wdiiju \.'ith tliongs three times 
round Aylo Aicidan, till his back was bloody, for this vio¬ 
lation of the majclly of the fovereign : and this example, 
whieli met witli ilx: public approbation of all panics, the 
clergy only cxccjitcd, very mueh Icfi'cncd tltac inlolcnco 
which the king’s misfortunes had excited. 

Hr; had ate nothing the fr!l day but a fmall piece of 
wheat-loaf, dividing the rcll among the few fervants that 

C g 7 . attended 



236 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

atrcndctl him, who had all fared better, than he, amorTg- 
their friends in town, though they did . not own it. The 
feepnd day began in the i'arae llilc, and laded till noon, 
witliout any appearance of provifions. After the fiirrcn* 
dry of the arms, however, came great plenty, both from the 
town and tlic camp, and fo continued ever after ; but he ate 
very iparingly,though he had generally a very good appetite, 
and ordered the reddue to be given to his fervams, <-r the 
poor about the gates of the palace, many of whom, 
he faid, mull darve by the long day of fo large an aimy. 
He fecnied to he totally forgotten. About three o’clock of 
the I'econd day came his fecretary from Guflao, daid about 
an hour, and returned immediately ; but wliat had palled 
I did not hear, at lead at that time. There was no alteration 
in his looks or behaviour. He went early to bed, and had not 
yet changed the deaths in which he came from the camp.. 

The next day the unfortunate troops of Tigrc, loaded 
with curfes and opprobrious language, pelted with dones 
and dirt, and a few way-laid and dain for private injuries, 
were conducted tip tire hill above Debra Jierhan, on the 
road through Woggora to Tigre, by a guard, of horfe from 
Gufho’s camp, who proteded them with great humanity 
as far as they were able ; but it was out of the power of 
any force but that of,an army to proted them from the 
enraged populace, over whom they had tyrannifed fo many 
years. Arrived at the river Angrab, in the rear of Powuf- 
fen’s army, they were confjgned to him, and he delivered 
them to Ayto Tesfos, who was to efcort them acrol's theTa- 
cazze. Many of the mob, however, continued to purfue 
them even farther ; but thefe were all to a man difarmed, 
and dript naked, on their return to Gondar, by Tesfos and 
PowudTen’s foldicrs, who judly judged, that in the like 
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fituation they would thenifelves have met with no better 
treatment. 

While every rank of people was intent upon this I\)ec- 
taclc, a body of Galla, belonging to Maitfha, ftolc privately 
into tlic town, ..nd plundered fcvcral houfes : tiicy came 
next into the king’s palace, and into the prcl'encc-chanibcr, 
where he was fitting alone in an alcove, whilll, jtill by his 
lide, but out of figlit, and without the alcove, I and two of 
his fervants were fitting on the lie r. This room, in ihe- 
time of Yafous and tlie Iteghe, (the days of luxury and 
f])lendour of the Aby/Ilnian court), had been magnificently 
hung with mirnirs, brought at great expence from Venice, 
by way ol Arabia and the Red Sea; thefe were very neatly fix¬ 
ed in C(5ppcr-gilr frames by Ibrae Greek filligrane-woikers 
from Cairo; but the mirrors were now mofUy broken by 
various accidents, cfpecially when the: palace was fet on fire, 
in Joas’s time, upon Michael’s coming from the campaign 
of BegeOlder. Thefe favages, though they certainly faw 
the king at the otlier end of the room, attached themfclvcs 
to the glafs nearefl the door, which was a large oblong 
one, and after they had made many grimaces, and a variety 
of antics before it, one of them llriiek it jtdl in the middle 
with the butt-end of his lance, and broke it to fliivers, 
which fell tinkling on the floor. Some of thefe pieces 
they took np, but in the end they were moflly reduced to 
powder with the repeated flrokes of their lances. "1 here 
were three glaflcs in the alcove where the king fat, as al- 
fo one in the wings on each fide witliout the alcove ; tin¬ 
der tltc king’s riglit hand wc three were fitting, and the 
Galla were engaged witli a mirror near the door, at the o- 
ther end of the room, on the left fide, fo that there was 
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but one glafs more to break before they arrived at thofc 
in fJie alcove where the king was fitting. 

I WAS in great fear of the confcqucnces, as they were 
about thirteen or fourteen in number ; nor did we know 
how many more of their companions might be below, or 
in the town, or of w'hat party they were, nor wlicthcr re¬ 
finance on our part was lawful. We three had no arms but 
a Ihort knife at our girdle, nor had the king any, fo that 
we were in the greatcll fear that, if their humour of break¬ 
ing the glades had continued when they came near the 
king, lie would flrikc one of them, and we Ihould be all 
mallacrcd : We all three therefore got up and Hood bcfc/re 
the king, who made a gentle motion with liis hand, as if 
to fay, “Stay a little, or, have patience.” At this inflant, 
d'enfa Chriftos, (a man of confiderable authority in tJondar, 
who was undcrilood by Cunio to be trullcd wiili ilie care 
of the town, though lie had no name or poll, for there was 
yet no form of government fettled,) hearing tlie (lalla liad 
plundered lioufes, and gone into the palace, foliowod tlicm 
ns fail as poHllile, witli about a liundrcd Hoot joung men 
belonging to (.oiuln;, veil-armed. The (hdla Icon law 
tliere was a more ferions occ upation awaiting them, and 
ran our to the great hall of the king’s chamber, called 
Adcrafha, when one of thefe foldiers of (.ondar Hiut the 
door of the room where the king !a:. Tlic Galla at HrH 
made a Hicwof refdlancc; bur two of tlicm being verv muth 
wounded, and feeing th.tmlelves in a licufe where they did 
nor know rheir way, and all aHiibioee from their comrades 
impollible, they furrcnciercd tiwir arms; they then were 
tied two and two, and fent in tliis manner down to GuHio’s 
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camp, who immediately ordered two of them to be hanged, 
and the reft to be whipt and difmiftcd. 

TrNSA Christos, after having done this good fervice, 
came into the room to the king, and killed the ground in 
the ufual manner before him. The king immediately or¬ 
dered him to rife, gave him his hands to kifs, and then per¬ 
mitted him to withdraw', without having laid one word in 
his commendation for having delivered him from fo great 
a danger. That fame day, a little after noon, a party ol 
foldiers was lent into the town, who apprehended Shalaka 
IJecro and his ion ; Nebrit Tecla, and liis two fons ; two fons 
of Lika Netcho a prieft, and another man, whofe name I 
have h'l-got, in all eight perfbns, natives of the province of 
ft'igri', <k’v-iKlants and fervants of Ras Michael, and mur¬ 
derers of the late king Joas. 'I’hefe being brought to the 
;i;.M i.v. i ]d.'e(', vvere delivered into the hands of the Edjow 
:.!) iicrly joas's guard, heero and his fon were hesvn 
I > j v..s\\i;li knives; Nebrit 'reela’s fons, t!ie eldeft liril, 
ar,d i’len tlie voungell, were thrui'l tiirough w'ith lances; 
aiid their father being then brought to tiiem where they 
Lo,, and deiired to fa\- if he knew W’!u) they were, and an- 
fwering in the negative, he was immediately cut to pieces, 
as were the others, with great circumllanees of cniel- 
tv, and ilicir mangled be'dies tin-own about the ilrcets. 
7hei'e were all the executions which followed this great 
and fudden revolution ; a jtroof of very exemplary mode¬ 
ration in the conquerot s, ecuifidering tlic nundter of people 
coneeriietl iti tlte jiarrieide firll,and tlie C(.'nlequeniial re tyel- 
]ion after, J.ika Netcho, iti partic’ular, liilly as ginlty his 
fons, was nevcriliclefs fitarecl, bccaufc he had married one 
of the kin relations. 

L.J 
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As yet none of the chiefs of the rebels had entered Gon- 
dar. MefiTages had palled, but not frequently, between the 
king and CJulho; fewer dill between him aixl Towullen ; 
as for the red, they feemed to take no lead at all. 

On the id of June, Gudio and rowuden came both ta 
the houfe of the Ras, where they interrogated him very 
roughly as to all his pad condiud. Till the execution of 
Joas’s murderers, he had condantly dredi d himfclf in his 
very bed apparel, with all the infignia of command. As 
foon as this was told him, he cloithed himfelf plainly, and 
condantly in white, with a cowl of the lame colour on his 
head, like the monks, a fign he had retired from the world. 
It demed as if this veas done through a fondnd's for life, 
for by that adt he devoted the remainder of his days to ob- 
feurity and penitence. Nothing remarkable happened at 
this interview, at lead as far as was known. From thence 
Gufho and PowulTen went to the king’s palace, where they 
'did homage, and took the oaths of allegiance. 

It was there rcfolvcd that Gudio diould be Ras, and 
the other places were all difpofed of. From this time for¬ 
ward the king began to have a lliew of government, no 
party havingtedified any fort of difeontent with him; on 
the contrary, cacli of the rebel chiefs now waited upon him 
fcparately, and had long conferences with him; bur,what 
bade faired to re-cdablidt his autltority cntiicly was, the dif- 
feniions that evidently reigned among the leaders of the re¬ 
bels rhemlelves, whom we, however, iJiall no longer conlider 
as fuch, not becaufe their treafon had profpered, hut .hc- 
•caufc they were now returned to their duty. It was drong- 
3y fulpeded that a treaty was ou*foot between Gufho and 
2 Micliacl, 
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IVIichael, by which the latter, in conllderatron of a large 
fum, was to put the former again in poflelHon of the pro¬ 
vince of Tigre; others again faid, that Kefla Yafous, at 
Has Michael’s deCre, was to be made governor of Tigre, 
and to have a large fum of gold, which Michael was fup- 
pofed to have concealed there, and which he was to remit 
to Guflio, whihl he and Michael w'ere to underhand each 
other about the government of the province. 

Be that as it may, PowuiTen, on the 4th of June, without 
^ny previous'notice given to Guflio, marched into Gondat 
with a thoufand horfc, and, without furtlier ceremony, or- 
■dcred Ras Michael to be placed upon a mule, and, joining 
the reh of his army, who had all flruck their tents, march¬ 
ed away fo fuddenly to Bcgcmder, that Ozoro Eflhcr, then 
rcfiding at the queen her mother’s houfe at Kofeam, had 
.fcarccly time to fend her old hufband a frefli mule, and 
fome fupply of ncceflary provifions. All the reh of the 
troops decamped immediately after, the rains beginning 
now to be pretty conhant, and the foldiers defirous to be 
at home. Some of the great men, indeed, remained at 
Gondar, fuch as Ayabdar, Engedan, and others, who had 
view’s of preferment, Guflio took poffeflion of the Ras’s 
houfe and office; the king’s cfliccrs and fervants returned 
to the palace; the places of ihofc tlpt had fallen in battle 
were hlled, and the whole town began to rcfunie an ap¬ 
pearance of peace, which every one who conhdered feared 
would be of a very fliort duration. 

A FEW days after the aniiy of Bcgcmder had left Gondar, 
Bowuflenfent the ufuj per Socin.os, loaded with irons, from 
Agar Salam, a fmall town in Eiegcmdcr, where he had 
Yol. IV. • ah been 
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been kept prifoner. He was brought before the king in 
the fame equipage he arrived, and being interrogated who 
he was, anfwered with great boldnefs, that he wasiSocinios, 
fon to king Yafous, fon of Bacufla ; that he had not fought 
to be made king, but was forced by the Iteghc and Sanuda ; 
this every one knew to be true. Soon after his mother 
was examined; but denying now what Ihe had formerly 
fworn, that fhe ever had any intimate conne< 5 lion with the 
late king Yafous, Socinios was fentenced to death; but being 
in his manners, figure, and converfation pcrfcAly defpica- 
ble, the king directed he fhould ferve as a flave in his kit¬ 
chen, whence he was taken, fomc time afterwards, and hang¬ 
ed for theft. 

On the 21 ft of June, the Iteghc arrived from Gojam, and 
all the people of Gondar flocked to fee her without the 
town. Gufhb had met her at Tedda; and, at the fame time 
that he welcomed her, told her, as from the king, that it 
was his orders that neither Palambaras Mammo, nor Likaba 
Beccho, were to enter the town with her. This Ihc conli- 
dered as a very high affront, and the work of Guflio, not 
the king’s ordeis. She upbraided Gufho with avarice, 
pride, and malice, declared him a greater tyrant than Mi¬ 
chael, without his capacity, forbidding him to appear any 
mbre before her, and with great difficulty could be prevail¬ 
ed to go on to Kofeam inftead of returning to Gojam. It is 
impoflible to conceive the enthufiafm with which the fight 
of the old queen infpired all forts of people. Guflio had no 
troops, the king as few, being Icfc even without a fervant 
in his palace. Then was the feafon for mifehief, had not 
pafil been hovering with his army, without declaring his 
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approbation or difapprobation of any thing that had been 
done, or was doing. 

About the end of June he came at once to Abba Samuel, 
without announcing himfelf before hand, according to his 
ufual cuftom, and he paid his firfl vilit to the Iteghe, then 
a fliort one to tlie king, where I faw him : he was very fa¬ 
cetious w'itli me, and pretended 1 had promifed him my, 
horfc when I returned from Maitiha, which I excufed, by 
obferving the horfc was out of town. Well, well, fays he, 
that lhall not favc you ; tell me where he is and I will fend 
for him, and give you the bell mule in the army in exchange, 
and take my chance of recovering him wherever he is. With 
all my heart, replied I; you will find him perhaps in the 
valley of Serbraxos, at the foot of the hill, oppofitc to the 
fouih ford of the river Mariam. He laughed heartily at 
this, Ibook me by the hand at parting, faying, Well, well, 
for all this you (hill not want your mule. 

TiJE king was exceedingly pleafed at what had pafied, and 
faid, “ I with you would tell me,Yagoube, how you reconcile 
all thefe people to you. It is a fccret which will be of much 
more importance to me than to you. There is Gulho now, 
for example, fo proud of his prefent fortune, that he fcarce- 
ly will fay a civil word to me; and Falil has brought me 
a lifL of his own fervants, whom he wants to make mine 
without alking my leave, (Adera Tacca Georgis, whom he 
named to be Fit-Auraris to the king, as he had done formerly 
when he wanted to quarrel with Socinios, Gubena to be 
Cantiba, and fome others), yet he never fees you come into 
the room but he begins immediately joking and plcafant 
converfation. 


After 
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After thefe appointments, which were not difputed with 
him, though otlicrwife very much againd the king’s incli^ 
nation, Fafil retired with his army to Maitfha. 

In the mean time, Gufho fct every thing to falc, content 
with the money the oiEces produced, and what he could 
fqueeze from people who had crimes, real or allcdgcd, to 
compound for. He did not perceive that heps were taking 
by his enemies which would foon deprive him of all the ad¬ 
vantages he enjoyed. Inftead of attending to this, he aniu- 
fed himfelf with mortifying the Iteghe,whofc daughter,Wei- 
leta Ifracl, he had formerly married, but who had long left 
him by the perfuafion of her mother. He thought it was an 
aiFront to his dignity that the king had pardoned Likaba 
Bcecho, and Palambaras Mammo, the very day after he had 
forbid them to enter tlie town ; and, what was dill llrongcr, 
that the king, without his confenr, had fent an invitation to 
the Iteghe to return to Gondar, and govern, as his mother, 
to the extent flic did in the time of Joas; he rcfolvcd there¬ 
fore to attempt the creating a miCunderftanding between 
the king and queen, a matter not very diilicult in itfelf to. 
bring about. 

Gusuo had confifeated, in the name of the king, all the 
queen’s villages, which made her believe that this oirer of 
the king to bring her to Gondar was an iufidious one. hi- 
order to make the breach the wider, lie had alfo prevailed 
upon the king’s mother to come to Gondar, and infill with 
her fon to be crowned, and take the title and date of Iteghe. 
The king was prevailed upon to gratify his mother, under 
pretence that the Iteglie had refufed to corac uppa his in.^ 
vitation j but this, as it was i i i r tence only, fo it was cx- 
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prefsly a violation of the law of the land, which permits but 
one Iteghc, and never allows the nomination of a new one 
while the former is in life, however dillant a relation fhc 
may be to the then reigning king. In confequence of this 
new coronation, two large villages, Tlhemmera and Tocufla, 
which belonged to the Iteghe as appendages of her royalty, 
of courfcdevolved upon the king’s own mother, newly crown¬ 
ed, who fending her people to take pofleflion, the inhabi¬ 
tants not only refufed to admit her officers, but forcibly drove 
them away, declaring they would acknowledge no other 
miftrefs but their old one, to whom they were bound by the 
laws of the land. 

If Guflio, in this manner, dealt hardly with the queen, 
his behaviour to the king was neither more juft nor gene¬ 
rous : he had not only failed to advance any gold for the 
king’s fubfiftcnce, but had intercepted that part of his re¬ 
venue which he knew was ready to be paid him, and in the 
hands of others of his fubjedts. A ftated daily allowance 
was, indeed, delivered to the king in kind for the mainte¬ 
nance of his houfchold, but even this was fmallcr than had 
been fettled by Ras Michael; bcfides v/hich, 120 jars’ of ho¬ 
ney, being one day font the king from Damor, and at the 
fame time 1000 cotton coats fronr Walkayt, both thefe were 
feized upon by Guflio, without any part being offered to 
the king, who thereupon determined to break with him, as 
did the Iteghe from the former provocation. 

Ay A BOAR, never reconciled to him before the battle of 
Serbraxos, had frcfli rcafon of difference witli him from an. 
unequal diftribution of Ras Michael’s effects, while Knge- 
dan, who had been promifed the province of Kuara, and 

Avhom 
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whom the king very much favoured, follicited that poft in 
vain, unlefs he would advance a thoufand ounces of gold, 
which he politively rcfufed to do. The king fomented 
all thefe complaints by fending a perfon of confcquence to 
Powuflen, who advifed him to arreft Guflio immediately, 
and promifed, if refiftance was made, to be at Gondar in 
three days. Engedan and Ayabdar were trufted with the 
execution of this, but as Gulho was beloved by tlte people 
of Gondar, the fecrct was not fo well kept but that it came 
to Ills ears. 

On the i6th of July, (the fcaft of Saint Michael) Guflio 
pretended he had made a vow to viflt the church of that 
Saint at Azazo, and accordingly, early in the morning, he 
fet out for that village, attended with tliirty horfe and fifty 
mufqueteers; but no fooner had he pafiTcd the church 
than his real intention appeared, and he was purfued by 
Gubeno, Cantiba of Dcmbea; Ayto Adigo, Palambaras; 
and Ayto Engedan. Gubeno alone, being hearty in the 
caufe, camejitp with him firfl, as they had paflbd the river 
Derma, when Guflio, feeing Gubeno’s troops clofe behind 
him, tilrncd quickly upon them, repafl'ed the river, and, 
having killed two of the foremofl: with his oivn hand, and 
repelled the reft, he returned acrofs the river, and faced a- 
bout upon the banks of it. Upon the other troops coming 
up, he called to Engedan,' putting him in mind how late¬ 
ly he had been in his hands, and advifing them all to re¬ 
turn to Gondar, and tell the king he flaould again be with 
him in fifteen days. 

A COUNCIL was thereupon held, and as it was plain, 
from the countenance of the man, that he was rcfolved to 
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refiR. to the t . •'* l oae of the leaders then prCfent thought 
theiufclvts ' . .u’ranted to rifk. the death of a perfon fo no¬ 
ble, an.d fo poweiiitUy related, cfpccially in an obfeure 
flvirr.iifh, fuch as tvas then likely to happen, the motives 
for which were nof publicly known; they accordingly all 
returned to Gondar, leaving the Ras to purfue his way, 
who being now advanced as far as Degwaffa, and think¬ 
ing himfelf out of all danger, was fuddenly furrounded 
by Aclog, governor of a little diftricfl there, and even 
from him he would have cfcaped by his own courage and 
exertion, had not his horfe funk in miry ground whence 
he could not recovei him. After receiving thefe news, the 
king fent his Fit-Auraris, Adcra Tacca Georgis, and Ayto 
Engedan, with a number of troops, to bring Guflio to 
town, when he returned a miferable figure, with his head 
fhaven : he was cloathed in black, and was confined that 
fame day {the firft of Augull) a clofc prifoncr, and in irons, 
in a high, damp, uninhabited tower of the king’s houfe, 
without being pitied by cither party. 

It was now the feafon of the year when this countrv 
ufed to overflow with milk and honey; becaufc, being in all 
the low part of it covered with rain, the horfemcn and 
foldiers, who ufed to obftrinn; the roads, were all retired to 
quarters, and the peafants, bringihg provifions to the mar¬ 
ket, pafled the high grounds in fafety; all forts of people, 
profiting by the plenty which this occafioned, indulged 
themfelves to the greateft excefs in every fort of pleafurc 
to whieh their refpee^five appetites led them. The rains 
had fallen, indeed, as ufual, but had not, however, Hopped 
the uvirch of the armies, and if not a famine, at leall a 
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Captain Thomas Price, of the Lion of Rombay, had 
been obliged, by his bufinefs with the government of Mec¬ 
ca, to continue at Jidda till the fcalbn after 1 went from 
thence to Abyffinia. I had already heard once from him, 
and now a fecond time. He informed me my coun¬ 
trymen had been in the grcatefl pain for me; that feveral 
reports had been current, botli at Jidda and Mocha, of my 
having been alTafTinatcd; fometimes it was faid by the 
Naybe of Mafuah; fometimes that it had happened at 
Gotidar ; by others at Sennaar, in my return home. Cap¬ 
tain Price wrote me in this lafl letter, that, thinking I mull 
be diilrcfTcd for want of money, he liad left orders with 
Ibrahim Serafl', the EngliHi broker at Jidda, to advance me 
1000 crowns, deliring my draft to he fent to Ibraliim, di- 
re<5ted to him or his brother at Bombay, and to make it 
payable to a gentleman of that name who lived in Smith- 
field. I cannot omit mentioning thefe inflances of the philan¬ 
thropy and generofity of Mr Price, to whom I bore no rela¬ 
tion, and who was but a common acquaintance, whom I 
had acquired among my countrymen during my flay at 
Jidda. The onh' tide I had te^ this confideration was, that 
he thought I was probably in diftrefs, and rliat as it was 
in his power alone to relieve me, tliis in itfelf, to a noble 
mind, conllitutcd a fuiileicnt obligation. I do not believe 
Captain Price was ablc.to read a \V('>rd of I.atin, fo that fen- 
timent in Terence, “Homo fum, nihil humani mihi alic- 
“ num cOe puto,” was as much an ^.aiginal in Mr Price’s 
breall as if it had never before been uttered. 

I TOLD Metical Aga’s fervant the bad news I had got 
from Sennaar, and he agreed perfeblly with the contents, 
adding, that the journey was nor practicable ; he declared 
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they were fo inhuman and fo barbarous a race, that he 
would not attempt the journey, Mahometan as he was, 
for half the Indies. I begged him to fay no more on that 
head, but to procure from his mader. Metical Aga at Mecca, 
a letter to any man of coafequence he knew at Sennaar, 

My refolution being therefore taken, and leave obtain¬ 
ed, this will be now the place to refume the account of my 
finances. I have already gone fo far as to mention three 
hundred pounds which I had octafonally borrowed fjom 
a Greek whole name was Petros. This man was originally 
a native of the ifland of Rhodes, which he mull have left 
early, for he was not at this time much pad thirty; he 
had been by trade a fhoemaker. Fvir what reafon lie left 
his own country 1 know not, but he was of a very pleafing 
figure and addrefs, though very timid. Joas and the Iteghc 
very much didinguilhcd him, and the king had made him 
AzclclFa cl Camidia, which anfwers prccifcly to groom of 
tlie dole, or fird lord of the bcd-cliambcr in England. Being 
pliant, civil, anil artful, and always well dreilcd,he had gain¬ 
ed the good graces of the whole couri ; he was alio rich, 
as the king was generous, and his pcrquiiitcs nor incond- 
•dcrable. 

Ai'ter the campaign of Mariam^ Barca, when the dwarf 
w.Ls ihot who was danding before Ras Michael, and the pa¬ 
lace fee on fire in the fray which followed, the crown, which 
was under Petros’s charge, was melted ; the gold, indeed,ihat 
it confided of, v/as afterwards found, burtiierc was faidtoliave 
been on the top of it a pearl, or jewel, of immenfe price and 
li/.c,largcr than a pigeon’segg; and this, whatever it was, had 
difappeared, being in all probability conlumed by the fire. 
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Ras Michael, on the contrary, believed that it had been taken 
out by Petros with a view to fell it, and for this reafon he had 
conftantly refufed him liberty to leave Abyflinia, and had 
kept him always in fear that fomc day or other he would 
ftrip him of all that he had faved. While Michael was be- 
fieging the mountain Haramat, Petros befceched me to take 
L. 300 of him, and give him my firft, fecond, and third bill of 
exchange upon Meflrs Julian and Rofa, my correfpondents 
at Cairo, payable a month after fight, to the Maronite Bi- 
ihop of Mount Sinai, after which he fet out for his own 
country, in form&pauperis^ and thereby efcaped the rapacity of 
both Ras Michael and the Naybe of Mafuah. As for the bill, 
it came duly to hand, and was paid to the bifhop, who would 
very fain have received for each of the duplicates, and was 
near being baftinado'd for infilling upon this before the Bey 
at Cairo. 

A Bill drawn from Gondar is a very great cui iolity when 
arrived in London ; it fliould be now upon tlic file in the 
(hop of my very worthy and lionourablc friends the Mefiis 
Drummond and Company at Charing-Crols. It was the on¬ 
ly piece of writing of any kind which found its way to its 
intended deftination, though many had been written by me 
on different occafions which prefented for Arabia ; fo that 
I will recommend to alltravellers, for the future, to tack bills 
of exchange to their letters of greateft confcqucnce, as a furc 
method of preventing their mifearriage. 

I HAD made a llicw, and with fome degree of oftentation, 
of fending my gold chain to Cairo by the hands of Metical 
Aga’s fervant, declaring always that it was the only piece of 
Abyllinian gold I fliould carry out of the country, which I 
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was to leave, both in fadl and appearance, a paupa-. Mules 
are the only bcafts for carriage commonly ul'cd in Abylhriia, 
though bulls and cows, of a particular kind, arc bought for 
the purpofe by carriers, merchants, and fuch like, in that 
country, cfpecially near the mines or quarries of fait; they 
arc very flow, however, and capable of no great burden, 
though very eafdy maintained. I had abundance of mules 
of my own for carrying my inftruments and baggage, aud 
the king and Iteghe furniflied me with ofhers for my own 
riding. I had, beJides, two favourite horfes, which Tintend¬ 
ed to attempt to carry home, foolilhly enough ; for though I 
thought in my own mind that I was fufiiciently informed 
of, and prepared for all forts of hardlhips, I had not forefeen 
the hundredth part of the difliculties and dangers that were 
then awaiting me. 

Ok the 6th of Angufl; nieflcngcrs came from Fafil, and the 
day ai'icr from Powiiflen, Bcgemder, Gojam, Damot, anti 
Maitlha, which provinces, by tiicir deputies, deflred that Cu- 
Iho might be fet at liberty. This the king agreed to, but 
xipon condition that the Ras fliould inftantly pay him loco 
ounces of gold, and 500 mufiucts, which, on the other fide, 
xvas as pofitively refufed. Upon this Giiflio was put into 
dole confinement, and heavier irons than before : and, 
what was the mofl unjufl, his two fons, who had left their 
own country to allill their father in diftrefs, were conlinccl 
in chains with liim. All thefe violent mcafures were attribu¬ 
ted toAs a'idar, Billctana Gucta Tccla, Ctiebra Mafcal, and 
Baiba Hezekias, oflicers conncflcd with Ras Michael, whom 
the king had permitted to return from Tigre, and very much 
confided in their councils. 
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On the other hand, Adera Tacca Georgis, (the king’s Fit- 
Auraris) and' Guebra Welleta Yafous, principal people in 
Maitlha, and whom Fafil had put about the king, dcfired leave 
to retire to their own country, from which it is probable 
they will never again return to Gondar, unlels as ene¬ 
mies. 

Althottgh the king ftill obflinarely infilled that the Ras 
ihould pay him*his thoufand ounces of gold, and five 
•hundred mufquets, as a price for his being fet at liberty, 
this was refufed by Guflio, in terms that Ihewcd he was 
not now, as formerly, afraid of the king’s power. On the 
other hand, the king proclaimed Kefla Yafous governor of 
the province of Tigre, with the fame extent of command 
as Ras Michael had enjoyed it; and he was already there, 
and had taken upon him the government of that province. 
At the fame time the king fuperfeded Gulho, and deprived 
him of his province of Amhara, which was given to his 
nephew Ayto Adigo, fon of Palambaras Durrie, a man of 
very great intereft and property in the province; after 
which he immediately left Gondar, and took his way thro’ 
Begcmder ; but at the very entrance into Amhara, he va as 
defeated by a fon of Gullio who was cxpedling him; his 
troops were difperfed, and his brother, Ayto Adcrellbn, (the 
man who loft Gulho’s hqrfe at the battle of Tcdda) wound¬ 
ed and taken prifoner. 

Tuhre remained no longer any doubt that, as foon as 
the rains were over, the former feenes of bloodlhed and 
xonfufion were to be atfted over again; for, by appointing 
Kefia Yafous to the government of Tigre, and Ayto Adigo 
■to that of Amhara, and the peaceable pafiage given to this 
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young nobleman through Begcmder, in order to fupplant 
his uncle Gufho, by the great confidence flicwn by the king- 
in the old. officers and relations of Ras Michael, now at- 
Gondar, and the dirmiflion of Fafil’s friends, (Adera Tacca. 
Georgis and Confu Adam) the mof^^ample confclfion pof- 
fible was made, that the king had again thrown himfelf in¬ 
to the arms of the province of Tigre and Begemder united^ 
to which Amhara was to be added, by keeping Gufho pri- 
foncr, till fuch time as his nephew Adigo could gain entire 
polTefiion. 

To counterpoife this, a meflenger arrived from Fafil, de¬ 
manding privately of the king, that Gufho fhould be fet at 
liberty, and return to his province of Amhara; that Lika; 
Netcho, one of the murderers of Joas, (who had been fpared, 
as lK.*ing married to a relation of the king) fliould be im¬ 
mediately put to death, and that all the officers belonging to 
Ras Michael, then at court, fliould be banifhed for ever to 
Tigre, their native country. The king returned a pofitive 
rcfufal, not qualified in any fliape whatever.. 

A DisAGREEMEi^T now happened, which, more than all' 
the reft, was intcrefting, and difiurbed me in particular. 
Pofitive information was brought to the Iteghe, and, I 
believe, very authentic, that the king, weary of the ma¬ 
ny councils held at Kofearn by the fervants and deputies 
of the 1‘everal parties, in the queen’s prefence, (to which fie 
was.not called) had determined to give up the palace of 
Kofeam, in which it was thought there were great riches, to 
be plundered by his foldiers. As the death of the queen by 
her confinement in Ibme difiant defert and unwholefome 
convent, muft have probably been the confequence of fuc- ^ 
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cefs on one part, fo an immediate revolution, and the death 
of the king, was certainly to follow the mifearriage on the 
other, that is, Ihould he be defeated in, or after making 
the attempt. 

Troops, headed by Engedan, Ayto Confu, and by Mam- 
mo, and all the Iteghe’s relations, now crowded into Kofeam, 
into which great plenty of provifions was alfo carried. The 
wall was high and ftrong, the gates lately put into good re¬ 
pair, the tower, or caftle, within in perfedl good order; the 
Iteghc had not furrendered her fire-arms, and all the inha¬ 
bitants around, efpecially the poorer fort, were firmly at¬ 
tached to her, as in times of diftrefs and famine her charity 
afforded them a conftant refuge. 

Since the Iteghc had returned, I always lived at Kof¬ 
eam by her own defire, as her health was very precarious 
fince her'refidence in Gojam. This fuited my intention of 
withdrawing privately, and therefore, not to multiply the 
number of leave-takings, I had feen Gufho but once, and 
that for a moment, and Ayabdar not at all, fo that m/whole 
attendance was now between the king and queen. The 
king had denied publicly his intention of plundering Kof¬ 
eam, but in a manner not at all fatisfadlory to the Iteghc ; 
I ventured therefore to mention it to him one day when he 
was alone, on which he faid, “ I would not do it for your 
fake, Yagoube, were there no other rcafon; but my mother 
(meaning the Itegh^) is ill-advifcd, and worfe informed.” 

On the i3rh of Odtober, Powufitn, with a very confidcr- 
able army, and without any previous intimation, arrived at 
Kofeam, his head-quarters all the laft campaign. He' con- 
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tinned there till the 22d of the £ime month, and titen 
camped, palling by Gondar, without entering it; he camus 
to Ras Guflio’s houfe, under the hill of Kofcam, where he 
had feveral interviews with the king and Itegh^, to what 
purport was never known; but it probably was to endea¬ 
vour fome reconcilement between the king and queen, and 
this was e^Tedted a few days afterwards (at leaft in appear¬ 
ance) by Ayabdar, and fome of the great men at Gondar, 
after which Powuflen returned to Begemder. For my part, 
I neither delired nor obtained an interview; I faw that the 
ftorm was ready to break, and I was taking the moft fpeedy 
and elFedtual way to be out of the fphere of its aflion. 

On the 12th of November, all Gondar was ftruck with 
a panic at the news brought in by the peafants from the 
country, flying for refuge to the capital, deftitiite of every 
thing, and thankful only they had efcaped with life. Fa- 
fil had marched with a confidcrable army from Ibaba, and 
advanced to Dingleber in peace, when he left the main 
body, under the condu< 5 l of Wclleta Yafous, and all his 
baggage, confidering that place as the limits of his govern¬ 
ment. He marched from this, without taking for him- 
felf two changes of raiment, at the head of 700 horfe, the 
moll Avild and defpera-te banditti that ever were introduced 
into any unfortunate country. With thefe he burnt every 
village and every church between Dingleber and Sar-Ohha, 
murdered every male, without diftin< 51 ion of prieft or lay¬ 
man ; killed every woman pad the age of child-bearing, and 
gave the others as Haves to the wild Pagan Galla whom he 
had with him. In Hiort, he jufl indulged that body of men 
in the fame enormities that they themlelves cxcrcife in the 
inroads they make into countries unhappy enough to be 
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their nei^^boiirs in time of war. The whole country of 
Degwafia, the 4 iftri<St which Aclog commanded, was totally 
^ei^ycd; men, women, and children, were entirely extirpa¬ 
ted* without diftindbion of age or fex ; the houfes all razed 
to the ground, and the country about it left as defolate as 
aSfter the deluge. The villages belonging to the king 
^ere as ievtrely treated; an univerfal cry was heard from 
ev^ part, but no one d^red to fuggeft any means of help ; 
ipa^es were fo entirely mixed and confounded, that no 
^ne could fafely enter into any confidence with his neigh¬ 
bour ;• but the common people, who had little to lofe, be¬ 
gan again to cry out for the return and government of Raa 
Michael. 

Fasjl, having given the king this fample of what he 
was capable of doing, halted at Sar-Ohha, and from thence 
fent a peremptory demand that Gulho fhould be at liber¬ 
ty, His meflengejr was a crooked, diminutive dwarf, call- 
c“d Etohho, of whom I have already fpoken. It was a very 
bad lign of a treaty when fuch a one was the manager. 
He upbraided the king in terms fcarcely decent, with the 
prbte<Elion, life, and kingdom the Ras Falil had given him, 
when the contrary was abfolutely in his power. He afk- 
ed the king if he knew who had protected him the night 
of the retreat from the'liill of Serbraxos ? and told him, in 
plain terms, that, being entirely void of the noble princi¬ 
ples of gratitude himfclf, he had forced him, Fafil, to be 
wanting to the next great virtue, that of hofpitality, in fuf- 
fering a man of Giifho’s quality to be made prifoner after 
arriving within the limits of his goverrthaent. He concluded, 
by telling the king plainly, that, unlefs he reftbred Guflio 
lb his liberty and government, without condition, he 

would. 
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^K^ould, in three days, make Gfondar, the metn^li^ aii 
fert and deftitute of inhabitants as he had left the, p^[i^ 
diftridt of Degwafla. ^ - 

The king received all this with great cmnpofure, fpr he 
had as much fortitude, and as little fear as ever fell to the 
fliare of any man ; his misfortune, however, was, tl^^^ 
had no refources in which he could truft; and the, 
officers about him, more imprudent, and fully as fearlefs as 
he, gave him the fame advices they would have done had 
he been at the head of the army. Ras Michael was more¬ 
over gone, and Kefla Yafous was at a dillance; thefe two 
were the men for planning and contriving bufinefs, and 
who faved others the trouble of thinking. The reft, fuch 
as Billetana Gueta Tecla, Guebra Mafcal, and Bafha He- 
zckias, were only fit to be trufted with execution, and 
to proceed according to the letter of ilie orders tliey 
might receive, and the confequences of which they could . 
nor, nor did they wifh to underhand. By being ufed, how¬ 
ever, to conftant fuccefs in executing plans maturely di- 
gcfled by wifer heads, they had acquired a degree pf pre- 
fumption which made them very daqgerous counfellors to 
a young king, in the prefent; cafe, where nothing but the 
greateft prudence, affifted by the manifeft interpofition of 
the hand of Heaven, (many examples of which he had al¬ 
ready proved) could fave him from perdition. 

I WAS not prefent at the audience, being at Kofeam, but 
his fecretary, to whoni I am indebted for every thing that 
paired in private, in this hiftory, and whicJjL otherwife ^as 
beyond The reach of my knowledge, alTured me the Upg 
anfweted thefe threatpnings without any change of coun- 
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traance of lan^jiuage, and in . very few words: ** Tell Kaf- 
maci Ta£l from me» that what 1 am obliged to do by the 
rules of juftice, is not to be meafured either by his inclina¬ 
tion Or power to do wrong. Men have crucified their Sa¬ 
viour V and xnany Rings in this country (better men than 1 
am) have been, in various manners, flain by their deluded 
The race of Solomon, however, God has preferved 
oh the throne, where I am now fitting, while 
'hut the memory of thofe who opprelTed them re¬ 
mains loaded with the ctirfes of mankind. I am king of 
this country,, and have often been acknowledged as fuch 
hy Rafmati Falil. I #ill not give up Guflio, but at my own 
time, if ever; nor can he infill upon it, confiftently with 
the duty of a fubjeft to his fover^ign.” Noble words thefe, 
had he been at the head of an army to enforce them. 

*I%is mrflage was quickly conveyed to Fafil, who was ad- 
vanted to Azazo, where it met him, and he continued his 
jlimth-V^hhout halting till he came to Abba Samuel, about 
two miles from Gondar. It was on-the 13th of November 
that his army made a fhew of encamping at Abba Samuel, 
for thwe was not above fix tents pitched, and next day, the 
14th, by eight in the morning, a drum and trumpet, guard- 
^ by about a hundred horfe, came immediately under, 
the town to the banks of the river Kahha, where Ihe trum¬ 
pet having founded three times, and the kettle-drum beat 
as often, it was proclaimed, That all manner of perfons, of 
what degree foever, whether fervants of the palace, or others, 
fhoiild inllantly leave Gondar as they regarded their lives; 
an4 if siuyRaid, after this warning, their blood (hould be up¬ 
on' their owh^Head< The whole town, therefore,'in an inftant 
was deferrtdj'itiAvefyfew, eveaof hisown fervants,remained 
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with the king. I had already once partaken o£a finniar 
and found it of the moft difagrecable kind; Provacfcnce 
red tne, however, this repetition of k, I was at Kofcam^an^ 

determined to be retired there fo perfedtly, that I did not ftir 
out of my apartment till night, when the gates were locked^ 
and the guards placetL 

On the 15th, the king releafed Ras, Gtdjto fronj his co^ 
finement, who immediately went to the jcantp ta |k£l; and 
next day, at night, he returned, and had an audience at the 
palace with the king, and again retired to deep a^ Abba Sa¬ 
muel. On the 17th, a little before noon, Fahl, came to the 
palace for an audience, but firft took poflcQjon of (wery ave¬ 
nue leading to it; a ilrongguard was alfo placed in the anti¬ 
chamber, and the charge of the door of the king’s prefence- 
chamber was taken from the king’s ordinary black fervants, 
and given to Confu Adam, who mounted guard there with 
about twenty wild Galla. What further pall^ I did not 
ly inquire, being exceedingly diftrefled, by the bad profpeS; 
that prefented itfelf, and firmly refolved to take no furth^x 
part. In general, however, I underftood, that all was humi¬ 
liation ; and Falil having announced to the king that he bad 
given his daughter to Guflio in marriage, to him the king 
gave Gojam, and reftored the province of Amhara. Aclog 
was condemned to find fecurity for 1200 ounces of gold* 
which was faid to be the fum Guiho had with him when 
taken. 

The king was to refiore to the Jteghc the whole of her vil¬ 
lages that file had ever enjoyed* from the time of Bacuffa* 
her bufband, to that prefent moment. TqTaih, were given 
t>ai]io^<Sviaitfi^a,andi^ow, and to Confu A 4 ^, ibaba Aza- 
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; and, for the greater fol^nity, the king and Fafil took 
a formal oath, to ratify all thcfe articles, and to remain in 
friendlh^ for ever. After vhich, the Abuna, in pontificals, 
being called to bje prefent, pronounced a formal curfe and 
of exct^munication, upon whichever of the par¬ 
ries ihould firfi; break the vow they had taken. 

;^ii$'^Ord was mentioned of Tigr^,or Kefla Yafous, or of 
^ fmallefi notice taken of Ras Ayabdar, who 
p^ainedfin liis houfe and office, as if he had not exifted. 

np|>e|ired to me 'the party was again made by one half of 
tjUe Idagdom againft the other; Kefia Yafous and PowulTen 
a^pinfi Fafil and Gufho; as for Ayabdar and Ay to Tesfos of 
Samen, thefe were left, contcmptuoully in medio^ to take any 
fide they pleafed, which, indeed, was of no confequence. 
After this interview,,Fafil never again entered the king’s 
.hotife,. though he went often to Kofeam; but I neither faw 
him £S©r fought to fee him, nor did he ever inquire after 
$n.p, as far as I could learn. 

. ■''9 

Oit the i^h of November Fafil fent orders to the palace, 
that four bodies of the king’s houfehold-troops, Gimja Bet, 
Werk Sacala, Ambafcle, and Edjow, ihould immediately 
join him, which they did, to the number of 1200 men, all 
armed, Thefe he carried, with Gufho his fon-in-law, in 
triumph to Damot, nor was this the only inftance Fafil gave 
of the great regard he had to his late oaths, and to the fa- 
credcharadler of the perfbn that adminiflered them; for the 
muming he marched off, a party of the Galla, meeting the 
Abuna, and a numerous retinue mounted on mules, going 
to the king^a ihbttfe, obliged them all to difmount at 
once^ without dlflmfiion, taking thein mules with them to 
• - 4 the 
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the camp, from whence they.hever returned, and leaving 
the Abuna on foot, to find his way back to his houie, at 
Kedus Raphael, from the top of which, as frona a cattle, hei 
wifely poured out his excommunications, againft an army, 
compofed entirely of Pagans, without pne ChrifUan among 
them. 

It is hcxe a proper period to finith the hifiory of Abytli- 
nia, as I was no further prefent at* or informed-of the puh^ 
lie tranfadlions which followed. My whole attention was 
now taken up in preparations for my return through the 
kingdom of Sennaar and the defert. . Neither thall I take up 
the reader’s time with a long narrative of leave-takings or 
what palTcd between me and tliofe illuftrious perfonages 
with whom I had lived fo long in the moll perfeil and cor¬ 
dial friendfliip. Men of little, and envious minds, would 
perhaps think I was compofmg a paneg)'ric upon myfel^ 
from which, therefore, I moll willingly refrain. But the fe- 
veral marks of goodnefs, friendfliip, and elleem, which I 
received at parting, are confined witliin my own breaft, 
where they never fliall be effaced, but continue to furnilli 
me with the moll agreeable reflecSlions, fince they were the 
fruit alone of perfonal merit, and of lionell, fteady, and up¬ 
right behaviour. All who had attempted the fame journey 
hitherto, had met with difappointm^r, difgrace, or death ; 
for my part, although I underwent every fort of toil, dan¬ 
ger, and all manner of hardlhip, yet thefe were not con¬ 
fined to myfelf. I fuflered always honourably, and in 
common with the reft of the Hate; and when fun-fliiny 
days happened, (for fun-fliiny days there were, and very 
brilliant ones too) of j|iefe I was permitted freely to partake; 
and the ^oft diftinghilhed chara< 5 lers, both at court and in 
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the army, wei« always ready to contribute as far as poflible, 
to promote wh2^ they thought or faw was the objedl of my 
purfuits or entenamxBent. 

I SHALL only here mention what palled at the lall in- 
ter view i. l>ad with the Itegh€, two days before my depar¬ 
ture. Tenfa Chriftos, who was one of the chief priefts of 
Oondar, was a native of Gojam, and confequently of the 
'low church, of a follower of Abba EuHathius, in other 
words, as great in enemy as poilible to the Catholic, or aS 
they will call it* the rel^m of the Frankt, He was, however, re¬ 
puted a perfon of great probity and fandfity of manners, and 
had been on all occalions rather civil and friendly to me 
when we met, though evidently not defirous of any inti¬ 
mate connedfions or fiicndlhip; and as I, on my part, expec¬ 
ted little advantage from connedling myfelf with a man of 
his principles, I very willingly kept at all podlble dillance; 
that I might run no rUk of difobliging him was my only 
aim. 

This prieft came often to the Iteghe’s and Ayto Aylo\ 
With both of whom he was much in favour, and here I 
now happened to meet him, when I was taking my leave 
in the evening. I beg of you, fays he, Yagoube, as a favour, 
to tell me, now you are immediately going away from this 
country, and you can anfwcr me without fear. Are you 
really a Frank, or are you not ? Sir, faid I, I do not know 
what you mean by fear; I fhouid as little decline anfwer- 
ing you any queilion you have to alk had I ten years to 
ftay, as now 1 am to quit this country to-morrow : I came 
recommended, and was well received^y the king and Ras 
Michael: I neither taught nor preached; no miin ever 
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'heard me fay a word about my paiticalai'mode of worilup; 
and as often as my duty has csdled meV t haim 
to attend divine fervice aS it is eftablillied i« e^Orry. 
What is the ground of fcaf that i fhbuld bav^ while under 
the king’s protedtiGn, and when I confo^ in every ihape 
to the laws, religion, and cuftoihs of f True, fay* 

Tenfa Chriftos, I do not fay you fhouid be ';d 4 ^ed; ‘ti%at- 
ever your faith is I would defend you rnyfelF; the Ireghd 
knows I always fpokc wellbf you, but will you gratify an 
old man’s curiofity, in telling me fyhethci; Or not you real¬ 
ly are a Frank, Catholic, or Jefuiti i>-'' 

I HAVE too great a regard, replied I, to retjueft of a man, ib 
truly good and virtuous as you, not to have anfwered you 
the queftion at whatever time you could have aiked me j 
and I do now declare to you, by the word of a Chrifti m, 
that my countrymen and I are more diftant in matters of re¬ 
ligion, from thefe you call Catholics, jfefuits, or Franks, than 
you and your Abyllinians are ; and that a prieft of my reli¬ 
gion, preaching in any country fubjeeft to thole Franks, 
would as certainly be brought to the gallows as if he had 
committed murder, and juft as fpcedily as you would ftonc 
a Catholic prieft preaching here in the midll of Gondar. 
They do precifely by us as you do by them, fo they have 
no rcafon to complain. And, fays he, don’t you do the fame 
to them ? No, replied I; every msfn in our country is al¬ 
lowed to ferve God in his own way; and as long as their 
teachers confine themfelves to what the facred books have 
told them, they cajn teach no ill, and therefore deferve no 
punifhment. No religion, indeed, teaches a man evil, but, 
when forgetting this, they preach againft government, 
curfe she king, abfolve his fubjetfts from'allegiance, or in- 
Vo:^ IV. LI die- 
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d,tc them to rebellion, as being lawful, the fword of the 
civil power cuts them off, without any blame falling up¬ 
on their Religion, becaufe thefe things were done in con- 
tradidtioh to what their priefts, from the feripture, fhould 
have taught them were truly the tenets of that very reli- 
git^ 

T»b Iteghii now interpofed: What do you think, Tenfa 
ChrIRbs, if Yagoube is not a prieft, fhould he not be one ? 
'Madam, fays he, I have one queftion more to inquire of him, 
and that fhall be all, nor would I afk it if he was not going 
away to-morrow. It is an unfair one, then faid I, but out with 
it; I cannot fufferin the opinion of good men, by anfwering 
dire(Stly a queftion which you put to me out of curiofity. 
It feems then, fays he, you are not a frank, but you think 
your own religion a better one than theirs ; you are not of 
our religion,^ however, for you fay we are nearer the Catho¬ 
lics than you ; now what obje<ftion have you to our religion, 
and what is your opinion of it ? 

As far as I am informed, faid I, I think well of it; it is the 
ancient Greek church, under St Athanafius, fucceffor to 
Sc Mark, in the chair of Alexandria. This being the cafe, 
youjcannot have a better, as you have the religion neareft 
to that of the apoftles, and, as I have before faid, no religion 
teaches a man evil, mudh Icfs can your religion give you 
fuch inftrudtion, if you have not corrupted it; and if you 
have, it is no longer the religion of St Athanafius, or the 
Apoftles, therefore liable to error. And now, Tenfa Chriftos, 
let me alk you two queftions ; you are in no fear of anfwer¬ 
ing, neither are you in danger, though not about to leave 
the country. Does ybur religion permit you to mar 
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lifter, to divorce her, and marry the other, and then, keep¬ 
ing the aunt, to marry the niece likewife ? Does St Athana- 
fius teach you to marry one, two, or three wives, and di¬ 
vorce them as often as you pleafe; to marry others, and 
then go back to the former again ? No, replied he. Then 
as you do this daily, anfwered I, you certainly are not liv¬ 
ing in this one inftance according to the religion of St Atha- 
naft is. Now I alk you. If any prieft, truly a Chriftian, 
from our parts, (not a Frank, but agreeing in ever)’- thing 
elfc with you), was to preach againft this, and fome fuch 
like practices, frequently ufed in Abyffinia, could this prieft 
live ji^mongft you, or how would you treat him ? Stone him 
to death, fays Ayto Aylo, who was fitting by; ftone him to 
death like a frank, or a Jefuit; he fhould not live a week. 
Yagoubc is hard upon me, continued Tcnfa Chriftos, tump¬ 
ing to the lteghe,but I am forry to fay with truth, I fear they 
never would abandon the flefli-pots of Egypt, their ancient 
inheritance ; for the teaching of any prieft, however perfedl 
his religion might be, or pure his life, or however corrupt 
their manners. Then Tenfa Chriftos, faid I, do not be over furc 
but thatljiedding the blood of thofc Franks as you call them, 
may be criminal in the fight of God. As their religion has 
fo far ferved them, as to prevent the pradlice of fome horrid 
crimes, that are common here, yours hath not yet had 
that eflTedl upon you ; if you do not want precept, perhaps 
you may want example, thefe Franks are very capable of 
fhewing you this laft, and your own religion inftrutfts you 
to imitate them. 

All this thne there was not the fmalleft noife in the 
room, in which above a hundred people were prefent; but, 
as I d this converfation to go no further, and was 
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afraid of feme quedion about the Virgin Mary, I got up, and,. 
pairing to the other lido of the rootu, I ftoodby Tenfa Chrif. 
tos, faying to him. And now, holy father, I have one, laft fa* 
vonr, to alk you, which is your forgivenefs, if I have at any 
time oficiidcd you ; your blefTing, now that I am immedi* 
ately to depart, if I have not; and your prayers while on my 
long and dangerous journey, through countries of Infidels, 
a^id Pagans. 

Ahum of applaufe Ibunded air throughout the room;. 
The iteghe laid fomething, but what, I did not hear. Ten- 
fa Chriifos was furprifed apparently at my humility, ^hich 
he had not expeeffed, and cried our, with tears in his eyes, 
Is it poffiblc, Yagoube, that you believe my^prayers can do 
you any good ? I fbould not be a Chriftian, as I profefs to be,. 
Father, replied 1 , if 1 had any doubt of the efFe^t of good 
men’s prayers. So faying, I ftooped to kifs his hand, when 
he laid a fmall iron crofs upon my head, and, to my great 
ftirprife, inllcad of a benediction, repeated the Lord’s pray¬ 
er. I was afraid he would have kept me ftooping till he 
fhould add the ten commandments likewife, when he con¬ 
cluded, Gzier y’ Baracuc,” May God blefs you. After 
which, I made my obeifance to the Iteghd, and immediately 
withdrew, it not being the cullom, at public audience, to fa- - 
lute any one in the prefence of the fovereign, 

TwEN-f y greafy monks, however, had pideed themfelves 
in my way as I went our, that they might have the credit of 
giving me the bleffing likewife after Tenfa Chriftos. As I 
had very little faiith in the prayers of thefe drones, fo I had 
feme reluiStance to kifs their greafy hands and fle^ves; how^^ 
ever, in-running this dilagreeable gauntlet, I gavl;,them my 
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blefllng in Englilli,-—Lord fend you all a halter, as he did to 
Abba Salama, (meaning the Acab Saat.) But they, thi^->king 
I was recommending them to the patriaixh Abba SaU.maj 
pronounced at random, with great feeming devotion, their. 
Amen,—So be it. 
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BOOK VIII. 


THE ATTTIIOR RETURNS IJV SENNAAR THROUGH NUBIA AND 
THE GREAT DESERT—ARRIVES AT ALEXANDRIA, AND AFTER 
AT -SJARSIILLES. 


CHAP. I. 

Journey from Gondar to Teberkin. 

« 

T H E palace of Kofeam is fituated upon the foiitli fide 
of Debra Tzai; the name Cgnifies the Mountain of 
the Sun. The palace confifts of a fquare tower of three fto- 
reys, with a Hat parapet roof, or terrace, and battlements a- 
bout it. The court of guard, or head-quarters of the garri- 
fon of Kofeam, is kept here; immediately below this is the 
principal gate or entrance tov/ards Gondar. It is furround- 

cd 










TRAVELS TO DISCOVTH 


-•«7t 

cd'by a high outer-wall, which may have above an Engliih 
mile of circumference. This outer prccinft is all occupied 
.by foldiers, labourers, and out-door fervants; within this 
is another large court inclofed by walls likewife, in this the 
apartments are but of one ftorey, appropriated to the princi¬ 
pal olficers, priefts, and fervants. In this ulfo is the church, 
built by the prefent Itegh^ herfelf, and reckoned the rich- 
eft in Abylllnia. They have large crofles ot gold for their 
proeelfions, and kettle-drums of filver. The altar is all co¬ 
vered with gold plates, all the gift of their magnificent pa- 
tronefs. The priefts, too, were all rich, till Ras Michael 
feized, and applied part of their revenue to his own uic, and 
that of the ftate, and thereby reduced them to a condition 
much more agreeable to the vows of poverty, which from, 
pride they had made, than was their former one. 


The third, or inner court, is rcfcrv'cd for the queen’s own 
apartments, and fuch of the noble women as are her attend¬ 
ants, are unmarried, and make up her court- Behind the 
palace, higher up the hill, are houfes of people of quality, 
chiefly her ovvn relations. Above thefe the mountain rifes 
very regularly, in form of a cone, covered with herbage to 
the very top; on the eaft fide is the road from Walkayt; on 
the well from Kiiara, and Ras el Feel; that is all the low 
country, or norrh of Ahyftinia, bordering upon the Shan- 
ga'Ila, through which lies the roati to Senuaar. 


Tt w'^as the 26th of December 1771, at one o’clock in the 
afternoon, that I left Gondar. 1 had puipofed to fet out early 
in the morning, but w-as detained by tijc importunity of my 
frien().s. "'Ih^ king had delayed my fctiing out, by fevejul 
.piders lent me in the evening each day j andl plainly faw 
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there was feme meaning in this, and that he was wilhing to 
throw difficukies in the way, till fome accident, or fudden 
emergency (never wanting in that country) fliould make it 
abfolutely impofliblc for me to leave AbylTinia. When there¬ 
fore the lad meflage came to Kofeam on the 27th, at night, 
I returned my refpe( 5 lful duty to his majefty, put him in 
mind of his promile, and, fomewhat pccviflily I believe, 
intreated him to leave me to my fortune ; that my fer- 
vants v.’crc already gone, and I was rcfolvcd to fet out next 
morning. 

In the morning early, I was furprifed at the arrival of a 
young nobleman, lately made one of his bed-chamber, 
with fifty light iiorfe. As I was fatisfied that leaving Abyl- 
finia, without parade, as privately as pollible, was the only 
way to pafs through Sennaar, and had therefore infiftcd 
upon none of my friends accompanying me, I begged to de¬ 
cline this cfcort; aligning for my rcafon, that, as the coun¬ 
try between this and Ras cl Feel belonged firfl to the Iteghc, 
and then to Ayto Confii, none of the inhabitants could pof- 
libly injure me in palling. It took a long time to fettle 
this, and it was now, as I have faid, one o’clock before wc 
fet out by the well fide of Debra T/.ai, Iiaving the moun¬ 
tain on our right hand. From the top of that afeenr, we 
faw the plain and flat country bcloyv, black, and, in its ap¬ 
pearance, one thick v/ood, which fome authors Iiavc called 
lately, the Shumetaor Nubian forcll. But of the mean¬ 
ing of Shumeta I profcl's myd’clf entirely ignorant; no 
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fuch word occurring, as far as I know, in any language 
fpoken in thefe countries. 

All the clifafters which I had been threatened with in 
the cotirfe of that journey, which I had thus begun, now 
prefented themfelves to my mind, and made, for a moment, 
a ftrong impreflion upon my fpirits. But it was too late to 
draw back, the dye was caft, for life or for death; home was 
befewe me, however diftant; and if, through the proteclion 
of Providence, I Ihould be fortunate enough to arrive there,, 
1 promifed myfelf both eafe and the applaufe of my country, 
and of all unprejudiced men of fenfe and learning in Eu¬ 
rope, for having, by my own private efforts alone, compleat- 
cd a difeovery, which had, from early ages, defied the ad- 
drefs, induflry, and courage of all the world. 

Having, by thefe reflexions, rather hardened, than com¬ 
forted my heart, I now advanced down the flecp fide of the 
mountain, our courfe nearly N. N. W. through very ftrong 
and rugged ground, torn up by the torrents that fall on 
every fide from above. This is called the JDefeent of Moura 
and though both we and our bcafls were in great health and 
fpirits, we could not, with our utmoft endeavours, advance 
much.more than one mile an hour. Two Greeks, one of 
whom only was my feryant; and a third, nearly blind, fly¬ 
ing from poverty and want; an old janifl'ary, who had come 
to Abyflinia with the Abuna, and a Copht who left us at 
Sennaar; thefe, andfome common men who took charge of 
the beafts, and were to go no further than Tcherkin, were 
my only companions in this long and weary journey. 
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At a quarter paft four we came to the river Toom Aredo, 
which ariling in the country of the Kemmont, (a people in¬ 
habiting the high grounds above to the S. W.) falls into the 
river Mahaanah. The Kemmont were a fe6t once the 
fame as the Falafha, but were baptized in the reign of 
Facilidas, and, ever fince, have continued feparate from 
their ancient brethren. No great pains feem to have been 
to lien with tliem nnee their admiflion to Chriilianity, for 
tliry retain moil of titcir ancient ''uRoms. Tliey eat the 
meat of cattle killed by Chrhlians, but not of thofe that are 
ilaughtcred, cither by Mahometans or Falalha. They hold, 
as a doelrine, that, being once baptized, and having once 
communicated, no fort of prayer, nor other attention to di¬ 
vine worihip, is further nccelFary. They waflithemfelvcsfrom 
Iicad to foot after coming from the market, or any public 
place, Wiierc they may have touched any one of a fedl 
diderent from their own, cfleeming all fiich unclean. They 
ab;l.tin from all forts of work on Saturday, keeping clofe at 
Ivnmc ; but they grind corn, and do many other fuch like 
work's upon Sunday. 

TnrjR women pierce their cars, and apply weights to make 
them hang down, and to enlarge the holes, into which they 
put car-rings almofl; as big as fliackles, in the fame manner 
as do the Bedowis in Syria and Palcllinc. Their language is 
tlte fame as that of the Falaflia, with fomc fmall dificrciicc of 
idiom. They have great abhorrence to f Ih, which tliey not 
only icfrain from earing, but cannot bear the fight of; and 
the reafon they give for this is, that Jonah the prophet 
(from whom they boaft they arc defeended) was fwal- 
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lowed by a whale, or fomc other fuch great fifh. They arc 
hewers of wood, and carriers of water, to Gondar, and are 
held in great deteftation by the Abyllinians. 

We crolTed the river to the miferable village of Door-Mac- 
ary, which is on the eaft fide of it; and there we took up 
our quarters, after a fhort but very fatiguing, day’s journey^ 
The people fhewed great figns of uneafinefs upon our firfl: 
appearance, and much reludtance to admit us under their 
roofs ; and difeovering that we were not any of tliofe that 
had the honour of being defeended from the prophet Jonah, 
they hid all their pots and drinking-veficls, left they fiiould 
be prophaned by our ufing them. From Door-Macary we 
difeovered a high mountainous ridge, with a very rugged 
top, ftrctching from North to South, and toweung up in 
the middle of the foreft, about five miles dillance ; it is call¬ 
ed Badjena. 

On the 28th, a little after mid-day, wcpaftc-d Toom Aredo ; 
and went, firft Eaft, then turned North, into the great road. 
We foot! after paflctl a number of villages; thoi'c on the 
high mountain Badjena on the Eaft, and thofe belonging 
to the church of Kofeara on the Weft. Continuing ftill 
North, inclining very little to the Weft, we came to a fteep 
and rugged defeent, at the foot of wliieh runs the Mcgctc h, 
in a courfe ftraight North ; this defeent is called the yh/J, 
At a quarter pad two we pafled the Mogctch, our diret‘tion 
N. W. It is here a large, fwifr running ftream, pcrfceftly 
clear, and we halted fome time to rcfrcfli ourfclves tipon 
its banks ; remembering how .very diifcrent if was from 
what we had once left it, difcoloured with blood, and c]u)k- 
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ed tip with dead bodies, ai-ter the defeat of the king’s wing 
at the battle ot berbraxos. 

At half part tliree wc refumed our journey. APiarp and 
pyranii iaJ mountain ftands alone in the middle of the 
plain, preCenring its high flaarp top through the trees, and 
m'.iking here a verv piflurciqi-Le and uncommon appearance; 
it 4^ called Clutch, and leemed to be diftant from us about 
hx iiiles ducNo 'th. A few minutes after this we pafled a 
frnall dream called Agam < fhh i, or ilie Brook of Jellamine; 
from a beautiful Cpec es of teat Ihnib, very frequent here, 
and on the lidcs of tne fmall llreams in the province of 
Sue. 

A rrw minutes pa^l four we entered a thick wood, wind¬ 
ing round a hill, in a fouth-eafl. direffion, to get into the 
plain below, where wc were furmunded by a great mul¬ 
titude of men, armed wiili lances, lliiclds, flings, and large 
clubs or flicks, who rained a Ihower of Hones towards us, 
as 1 may fay ; for they were at fuch a diftance, that all of 
them fell greatly fhort of us. Whether this was owing to 
fear, or not, wc did not know ; but fuppofing that it was, 
wc thought it our intereil to keep it upas much as poflible. 
1 therefore ordered two fhots to be fired over their beads ; 
not with any intention to hurt thern, but to let them hear, 
by the balls whirling among the leaves of the trees, thac 
our guns carried farther than any of their flings ; and 
that, diilant as they then were, they were not in fafery, 
if wc had a di'.polition to do them barm. They fetm- 
td t<i undcrftaiid onr meaning, by gliding through atr.c'ng 
tlu hufbes, and ajqicaring at the iop I'f a hill fai'licroiT, 
where they couiuiued hooping and crying, and making 



tyS TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

divers figns, which we could not, neither did we endea¬ 
vour to undcrftand. Another fhot, aimed at the trees a- 
bove them, fhewed they were dill within our reach, upon 
which they difperfed, or fat down among the bufhes, for 
we faw them no more, till pitching our tent upon the 
plain below two of their villages ; it feemcd they were un- 
cafy, for they had difpatched a man naked, and without 
arms, who, ftanding upon the rock, cried out in the lan¬ 
guage of Tigrd, that he wanted to come to us. This I 
abfolutely refufed, that he might not fee the fmallnefs of 
our number, crying out to him to get farther off, or we 
would iriftantly flioot him. There was no occafion to re¬ 
peat the admonition. From the rock where he flood, he 
Hid down like an eel, and appeared again at a confider- 
ablc diftance, flill making a Cgn of wanting to Ipeak with 
us. 


While reding on thebanlcs of the fiver Mogetch, we had 
been overtaken by two men, and two women, who were 
driving two loaded aflcs, and were going to Tcherkin; they 
had defired leave to keep company with us, for fear of dan¬ 
ger on the road. I had two AbyfTinian feiwants, but they 
were not yet come up, attending one of the baggage mules 
that was lame, as they faid; but 1 believe, rather bufied 
with fomc engagements of their own in the villages. We 
were obliged then, to have recourfe to one of thefe llranger 
women, who underflood the language of Tigre, and un¬ 
dertook rdradily to carry our meffage to the flranger, who 
was flill very bufy making figns from behind a tree, with¬ 
out coming one flep nearer. 
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My meflage to them was, that if they (hewed the fmall- 
eft appearance of further infolence, either by approaching 
the tent, or flinging llones that night, the next morning, 
when the horfe I cxpeJVcd were come up, I would burn their 
town, and put every man of them to the fword. A very fub- 
miflive anfwer was fent back, with a heap of lies in excufe 
of what they called their miftake. My two- fervants co^ 
ming foon after, both of whom, hereafter, were to be in the 
fervicc of Ayto Confu, went boldly one to each village, 
to bring two goats, fome jars of bouza, and to prepare fifty 
loaves of bread for next morning. The goats were difpatch- 
cd inflantly, fo was the bouza; but when the morning 
came, the people had all fled from their houfes, without 
preparing any bread. Thcfc villages were called Gimbaar. 
Tlicy were three in number; each lituated upon the top 
of a pointed hill, in a diredion from caft to wefl, and made 
a very beautiful appearance from the plain below. They 
belonged to my great enemies, Guebra Mehedin, and Con¬ 
fu, late fons of Bafha Eufebius.. 

On the other hand, as my fervants told me that a mef- 
fenger of the king had pafl'ed that morning without taking 
an^ notice of us, 1 began to fufped uiat it was fome ftra- 
tagem of his to 'frighten me from purfuing my journey ; 
which, after the letters 1 had received from Sennaar, anti 
which he himfelf had heard read, he never thought I 
would have undertaken. This I ftill believe might be the 
cafe ; for thefe peafants did not (hew any forwardnefs to 
do us harm; however, it turned out as unfortunately for 
them, as if they really purfuedus for. vengeance. 


As 
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As foon as we found the villages deferted, and that there 
were no hopes of a fupply ot bread, we ftruck our tent, and 
proceeded on our journey; the pointed mountain Gutch bore 
north from our tent, at the diftance of about two miles. 

On the 29th, at ten in the forenoon, we left the inhof- 
pitable villages of Gimbaar, not without entertaining feme 
apprehenfions of meeting the inhabitants again in the 
courft of the day. But though we took every precaution 
againft being furprifed, that prudence could didlatc, our 
fears of the encounter did not rife to any great height. I 
■got, indeed, on horfeback, leaving my mule ; and, putting 
on my coat of mail, leaving the fire-arm j under the com¬ 
mand of Hagi Ifmael, the old Turk, 1 rode always about 
a quarter of a mile before the baggage, that they might 
not come fuddcnly upon us, as they had done the night 
.before. 

In afew minutes wc pafled three fmall clear fii-.-ams in a ve¬ 
ry fertile country; the foil was a black Joomy earth; ilu gi afs 
already parched, or rather entirely burnt up by tlie fun. 
Though this country is finely watered, and mult bu’ very 
fertile, yet it is thinly inhabited, and, as wc were infonijcd, 
very unwholcforhe. At tlircc quarters paft ten wc came 
to the river Mahaanah, which fvvallows up tVu.fe three 
brooks, its courfe nearly W. it was (ewn at tiiis dry fea- 
fo» of the year) a conCdc;table fit cam. 

HraE wc reded lialf an hour, and rltcn purfued our 
journey firaight north. Wc pafled a large and deep valley 
called Werk Meiclan, or the country of gold, though there 
is no gold in it. It is full of wood and bufiies. Wc had 
I left 
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left it fix miles, at leil^ on our left hand, ^ the 
'near half a mile behind, when I met two men very 
ly drefled; one mounted on a mule, the other on foa; both 
of them armed with lances and fliields, and both feemed 
furprifed to fee a man on horfeback alone completely arm¬ 
ed. The rider pafled by at a very quick pace, apparent^ 
not defirous of any intercourfe with me. The man on foot 
at palling faluted me with a Salam Ahum ; by whicli I knew 
him to be a Mahometan, and wc were about to enter in¬ 
to converfation, when his neighbour called to him, with 
feeming impatience. He immediately left me, faying otdf 
thefc Ihort fcnrcrn.'cs, “ He there .before is. a Chriftiam- 
a liar; d )n’c be afraid, Ayto Confii will be at Tcherkin as 
foon as you.” . . 

Upon this wc parted, I palTcd on fomeching more than 
a mile further, and at ten minutes after twelve Hopped 
for the baggage. The Mahaanah.is here about a quarter 
of a mile to the N. E. and the fharp-pointed mountain of 
Ctitch lS. E. and by call, diftance about three milci It \vas 
fomc time before our baggage came up, wheq pur qomp^t- 
nionswho cfcortedit cxhibitedfomefmajilmarksof conlt^W.. 

The Turk was blaftering violently in Turkifb, 
ting all at defiance, wilhing to be anacked by a hundnfil 
that minute; the others feemed to be much more -mode¬ 
rate, and not to agree with Hagi IfmacI, either in time o£ 
in number, but were very willing ftp be exempted from at¬ 
tacks altogether. I alkcd them what was thi? :occafion of' 
all this warlike difeourfe from Ifmael, who Scarcely fpsdfec 
Avaoic fo as^ to be underfiood ? I cpuld learn nothing but 
threats againfl; the Chriftians. At lall, the fervants told nw, ’ 
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that the Abyflinians who paflcd had informed them, that, 
at a certain pafs, called Dav-Dohha, which we fhould arrive 
at next day, above a thoufand men, Chriftians, Pagans, and 
Mahometans, all armed, were waiting for us, rciolved to 
cut us to pieces rather than let us pafs: that the Shangalla 
were expedted to burn Tcherkin, and Ayto Cbnfu’s houi'f ; 
and'diathit Billetana Gueta, Amitionios, had come wi:h 
a'mtiftitudeW mules to carry away all that was valuable 
iuHt^ He added, moreover, that Abba Gimbaro, chief of 
Sancaho, was fent for by Ayto Confu, and entrufted with 
the defence of Tcherkin Amba, the hill upon which Ayto 
dibfa’s houft is dniaicd. He then called the Mahometan 
, who fpoke to me, to witnefs the truth of all this, which he 
did with repeated oaths; and concluded, that nothing re- 
niained for us but to return to Gondar. They all, in anxi¬ 
ous expeifhttion; at^ted my reforution. One of the fer- 
vatst* faid, that, by ^ihg otit of the way about half a day, 
we^’ccfiiltl dVbid the ^afs of Dav-Dohha altogether. I told 
theni', this waii neitl^r a time nor place for deliberation ; 
thaf we fhould make the heft of our way to Waalia, where 
wd’Wtill’tio deep thatiii^ht; as that was a town where there 
a dia^ket, and people tame from eveiy part, we fhould 
hear news,’ afte^ which I promifed to tell them my 
We accordingly fet out for Waalia, and at half 
p^four ip the afternoon encamped in the market-place. 

T 

WaauAw a collcdlioU of villages, each placed upon rlic top 
of a hill, and indollng, dV in a circle, an extenfive flat piece 
of ground about three miles over, on which a very wcll-frc- 
quehted market is kept. The name is given it from a fpe- 
ebts of fmall pi^Ons*, with yellow breafis and variegated 

backs. 


'.he atticie Waalia io the Appendix.. 
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backs, the fatteft and bcft of all the pigeon kind. Waalia 
lies due N. W. from Gondar. 

• 

Ha\ ing Eniflicd our dinner, or rather fupper, about feven, 
for wc made but one meal a-day, after taking care pf our 
beafts, we entered into confultation what was next tp bp 
done. 1 told them, the firft ftep wc were to t^akc was to fend 
and call the Shum of one of the vipages, and .after him, an¬ 
other, and if, knowing me to be the king’s feeing 

the Imallnefs of our number, and being informed tlj»nt we 
wcrc’going to Tcherkin, to the houfe of Ayto Confu^ their 
maftcr, the*)' did not tell us there were dangers on the road, 
wc might I/C fui'c the intelligence we had received wa;^^ 
void of foundation. “ Sir, fays one of the llrangeriS that droyc ^ 
the alios, it is a lie. No man but Ayto Confu, not even Ay¬ 
to Confu himfclf, could raife 500 men in this country; na 
not c\ en 300, Pagans,Mahometans, and Chriftiansaltogetjbmci 
Where is he to get his Pagans ? un^fs he means his pwn 
ChriIlian fort, who, indeed, are mote Pagans than^py thipg 
elfe, and capable of every mifehief; but there is not a Ma* 
hometan on this road that does not know who you are, ^d* 
that you was Yaline’s mailer, and ggvehim Ras el Fepli btay 
here but a few days till I fend to Ras el Feel, and to.'lcher-. 
kin, and if you do not take the houfes and wives, and ihar, 

thefe five hundred men have in the world from them, with 
the helpyou may find atWaalia, fplt upon me for a liar, ormy 
name is not Abdullah.” ‘‘ Abdullah* faid I, you are a fenil- 
blc fellow, though I did not know you was fo well 
(juainted with me, nor do T wifh that you fpeak of vp,e in 
that manner publickly. But what convinces me of fhe 
truth of what you fay is, that the man on fopt had no morp^ 
time b\^ to fay to me, in Arabic, while palfing, tlhat his com- 

N n 2 • paaion 
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panion oti the mule was a liar, an 4 tha>t I fliould not be a- 
fraid, for there was no danger on the road, and that Ayto 
Confu would be at Tcherkin as foon as I; fiom which, and 
his faying juft the contrary to you, I do believe the whole is 
a ftratagon of the ting. 

f 

As^, agreed in thU*' Hagi Ifmael mentioned it as a proof 
worthleiIiiej& Chtiftiam, that even their kings 
Iwmi a«‘eoaamon men; and we hadfcarcely 
'aonewithi tthK C0hiWutiQ% and difpelled our fears, when 
txjbfd was brought to the tent, that the chiefs of (Vo of 
dbk principal vhlagek were at the door, defiring to be ad¬ 
mitted, and had with them feveral fen^ants loaded with 
provifions. They were immediately introduced, and they 
l»jefentcd ihs ‘Vith two goats, feyetal jars of bouza, and 
a quantity Bread, which ^ divided among my retinue, 
mmr half Cftiiifhaiia and half Mahometans, neither 

of whom psdath^^d. by the other. 

the firll civilitic^ were over, I alked the governor 
ull the qtyeillons that were needful about the 
ilit df ihd rqads and- the country, and whether the Shan- 
ever made an attempt upon Tcherkin ? They faid, All 
.^^||>eace ; that the people came and went to the market 
'yiMbom being interrupted. They laughed at the queflion 
about the Sliangalla< Ayto (Donfu, they faid, fomctimcs 
W^t dm^and deftroyed many of that people, and brought 
others away as dav^etji'j[ bliMhe Shangalla wcie not men to at- 
Uck^ a plact where there was a number of horfe, nor toclimb 
mountains to doftroy houfes well ftored with fire-arms. 
Have you, faid I, feen ‘ nobody pafs by from Ayto C.onfu 
Weiy ? About four or five days ago, anfwcrcd he, ^fervant 
was here, with orders to have vi< 5 tuals ready for yew; who 

alfo 
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aHbtoldus, that he would come himfelfin four 

days after. I he^ slHb, his fcrvant Amuic^^s had 
gone round Nara to takei pOlfeEion of fonae villagefli,.thc 
king had given Ozoro Filher, and that,he with him 
a number of horfe and foot, and feveral Ozoros^'^i^iing to 
Tcherkin, but they had gone the upper road, coniwquently 
had not come tliis way, 1$ them no 4f#»gcr, 

"psiiVxrx^ Dav-Do^at Why, at Dav-lCtehiiair faifi^he, th^rt 
danger, it is a bad place, nobody paffep it pq horfebadk; bjlt 
I foe your horfes arc fhod witb^^ ^pdjicji^'^^oiie. m„ this 
country are ; however, to avoid all danger, yoti had belter 
lead your horfes and mules,,aad WaUsMEm foot, it is not^ar. 


I couLB not liclp burfting out injto i laughter at 
the fancied danger that attended us at t)>|iv>Dohha; aqd, 
as I faw this difconcerted our informant, and that he thought 
he had laid fomething wrong, I'ltold hitn briefly wha^had 
pafTed at meeting with the two me%uppn the |Uad. ^ lie 
laughed very heartily at this in his turn. “ That mafl did 
not flop here, fay* he, and wfc^ he is 1 know not; hut who¬ 
ever he is, he is a liar, and a beai^ Of the field. the 
people of Dav‘Dohha arc our rf^tioi^i, a^d Aytp,jfcottfp’s 
fervartts; if there had bean-nny ^body atta<^ you, 

would have been found popple to defend you." 
fignities his ordering us tP furrtilh.yOu with, victuals, ifi-Jie 
was to fulfer your throats to be GUt before ^u came to cat 
thcr^i 1 will anfwer for you ’between this and Tcherkiu ; 
after^at, all is wilderncfs, and no thap knows if He is to 
meet triend or foe.” 

I TOLD him then what had jha^ened ta^ps af .Gii||ba|ir, 
at which he feemed exceedingly fufprif(^V4“ ]Chefe^^y^^ 

. ■ %» 
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fays he, do not belong to Ay to Confu, but to his coufins, the 
fons of^Ballia hufebius. They indeed died’in rebellion, but 
our maftcr has taken pofleffion of them for the family, 
left the king fhould give them away to a ftranger. Some 
bad news muft have arrived from Gondar; at any rate, if 
you are afraid, I will aecompany you to-morrow pad Dav- 
Dohha, Wc thanked him for the kind ofler, but cxculed 
ourfelves from accepting it, we fully relied upon his in¬ 
telligence ; and having made him fome trifling prefenf?, 
about the value of what he brought, though m his eyes 
much more conliderable, we took our leave, mutually latif- 
fied with each other, from this I no longer doubted that 
the whole was a projeft of the king to terrify me, and make 
me return. What llruck me, as moft improbable of all, 
was the ftory of that lying wretch who faid that Ay to Con- 
fa had fent a number of mules to carry away his furnitui c, 
and trufted the defence of his place to Abba Gimbaro, chief 
of the Badfa* For, firft, I knew well it did not need many 
mules to ca^f^y awa^ the furniture which Ayto Confu left 
at Tcherkin in time of war, and when he was not there ; 
next, had he known that any perfon whatever, Shangalla 
or Diriftians, had intended to attack Tcherkin, he was not 
a man to fight by proxy or lieutenants; he would have 
beiCn himfelf prefent to meet them, as to a feaft, though he 

had been carried thither in a fick-bed. 

, *1 

On the 30th, at half paft fix in the morning wc fet out 
from Woalia; and, thbugh we were perfcdtly cured of our 
apprehenfions, the company all joined in defiring me to go 
along with them, and not before them. They -wifely added, 
that, in a country like that, where there was no fear of 
God, I could not know what it might be in the power of 
3 tbc 
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the devil to do. I therefore hurig my arms 
horfe, and, taking a gun in my hand, wandered ^ong 
the trees by the road-fide, in purfuit of the doves or pigeoits. 
In a few hours I had fliot feveral fcores of them» efpefialiy 
on the banks of the Mai Lumi, or the River of i^ithons. 
We came to it in about an hour from’Wa,alia, and coafted 
it for fome minutes, as it ran north-eaft parallel to our 
courfe. 

A PRODtGious quantity of fruit loaded jhe ;hfanche^ of 
thefe trees even likely to break them.; and thefe were iri all 
Rages of ripenefs. Multitudes of bloIToms covered the op- 
pofite part of the tree, and fent forth the moft delicious 
odour poflible. We provided ourfclves amply, with this 
fruit. The natives make no ufe of it, but we found it a 
great rcfrefhment to us, both mixed with our Wia^r;* and'as 
faucc to our meat, of which we had now no great variety 
finre out onions had failed us, and.afupply of them was no* 
longer to be procured. 

At fourteen minutes paft feven, ebntinuing nortjvweft, 
we crofled the river Mai Lumi, which here runs weR ; and, 
continuing ftill north-weft, at eight o’clock we came to the 
mouth of the formidable pafs, Dav-Dohha, which we eu- 
tered with good countenance enough, having firft refted 
five minutes to put ourfelves in jordcr, and we found our 
appetites failing us through cxceffive hear. The pafs of 
Dav-Dohha is a very narrow defile, full of ftrata of rocks, 
like fleps of ftairs, bur fo high, that, without,leaping, or 
being,pulled up, no horfe or mule can afeend. Moreover, 
the dcfcenc, though fhorr, is very ftcep, and almoft choked, 
up by huge ftones, which the torrents, after wafliing the 

earth- 
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earth Iroifn about them, had rolled down from the moun¬ 
tain above: Both fides of the defile are covered thick with 
wdpd and bu(he5, efpeciaUy that deteftable thorn the kan- 
tuffa, fo jui^lfisepipbatcd in Abyflinia. 

Having extricated ourfelves fVicccfsfully from this pafs, 
•our fp^its were fo elated* that we began to think our jour¬ 
ney now at an end, not - refleding how many paiTes, full of 
real liangcr, lyteris flail pefore us. At three quarters pad 
eight we came to Y^erldev^, a village of Mahometans. Above 
thisj too, is Annatchiko, a famous hermitage, and around 
it hilts inhabited by a number of monks. Thcfe, and their 
brethren of Magwena, arc capital performers in all difor- 
ders of the ilate; all prophets and diviners, keeping up the 
fpirit of riot, anarchy, and tumult, by their fanatical inven¬ 
tions and pretended vifions. 

t^AviNO refted a few minutes at TabareiWunzc, a wretch¬ 
ed village, compofed of mifcrablc huts, on tlic banks of a 
Cnall brook, at a quarter after two we pafled the Coy, a 
large rivex*, which falls into the Mahaanah. From Mai 
LUmi to this place the country was but indiHercnt in ap¬ 
pearance ; the foil, indeed, exceedingly good, hut a wild- 
neffi and look of dcfolation covered the whole of if. The 
graft was growing higji, the count; y cxicjifivc, and alniofl 
without habitation, whi^the few huts that were to be feen 
feemed more than ftrdinarily mifcrablc, and were hid in rc- 
cefles, or in the edge of valleys overgrown with wood. The 
inhabitants feemed to have come there by Health, with a 
.defire to live concealed and unknown. 


4 


On 
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On the 31ft of Dtcegiljer wejiift otirftatidil 
a difficult pafs caUedl^y ^'^Igtilet, or the ©i^fc^t ^Qf 
Coy, at the foot of which Irtins the river Coy, one of ^le 
larged we had yet feen, but I did not dii^^n any fifhin it. 
Here we reded a little to refrefh ourfclves and. ouri>cad<;. 
after the fatigues we had met with in defeending through 
this pafs- ,, 


At half after eight we carcie to the nf %P‘Germa, 

which winds along the valley, and'fal|sf"l^tQ::f^^ 

After having continued fome titoehy the the Oeri^^ 

and crofl'ed-it going N. W. we, at ten, palled ;he fmall river 
Idol a; imd half an hour after came to i>eher,-a houfe of Ay- 
to Confii, on the top of a mountain, hy the fideof a fmali 
river of tliat name. The country here is partly in wood^ 
and partly in plantations of dora. It is very wiki Watered, 
and leems to produce abundant crops; hut it if not bcftiii. 
tiful; the foil is red earth, and the bottoms ql all the 
vers loft and earthy, the water heavy, and generally ill-tadf^,* 
even in the large I'ivers, fuch as the Coy and the Geriife. I 
imagine there is fOme mineral in the red earth,a 
proportion of which the water is im|>regnated, ‘ 


At Dcbcr, I obferved the following bearings fi-oiii the 
mountains ; Ras cl Feel was wcfl,^cherkin N. N. W. Debra 
Haria, north. We found nobody at©cber that could give 
us the Icaft account of Ay to Confu. We left if, therefore, on 
the morning of the ift of January 1772. At half pad: ten 
o’clock we pafied a fmall Willagc called Denibic;, and about 
mid-day came to the large river Tchema, wh^Ch falls into 
the larger river Dwang, below, to the weflward. About 
an hour after, wc came to the Mogetch, a river not fo large 
Vor. IV. O o as 
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Tclicm^W but wh\<:h, like it, jpinA the Dwang/ Here 
wc nave A view of the ftc^p^jpountaiia Wagwena, where 
tKere is a mpnaRcry of that napae, polTcjScd by a multitude 
di'‘laz^, pjofligai;^, ignorant monks. Magweua, excepting 
one mountain, is a bare, even ri<lge of rocks, which feem^ 
ingly bear nothing, but are black, as if calcined by the fun, 

t tht rainy feafbn it \s faid every fpccics of verdure is heie 
the grtJatctlluxurian^y ; allchc plantations oi- corn about 
Piftier mipjch infej^ea' with a puall, beautiful, green 
a jUmg tail, called Tota. 


1 Betwiin three and four in the afternoon we encamped 
at Eggir Dembic and in the evening wc palkd along the 
fide ot a fmall river running Wvfl, which falls into the Mo- 
gctch. 


I Took advantage of the plcafanteft and latcd hour for 
{hooting tl^ waaha, or tlic yllow-brcalled pigeon, as alfo 
Guinea-fowls, which are here in great abundance among the 
comi in plumage nothing diiTcicnr fann ours, and very cx- 
ccllcut meat. Ihe luu was ju(l icuing, and 1 w.is ictuin- 
ing to my tent, not from wcannefb or faticty of Iport, bun 
from my attendant being incapable of carrying the h^al of 
game I had already killed, when I was met by a man with 
whom 1 was pcrfec^l]^ae$jl^''-iainrcd, am! uho by lus addrcla 
likewife feemed no Ifepngcr tome. I immcdiatch icc'l- 
Icdedhjm to be a fervant of Ozoro Elllier, but tins he de¬ 
nied, and faid he was a fervant of Ay to Confu; ho\vt\er, as 
Confu lived in the fame houfc 'vyiih hh mother at Kofeam, 
the miftake feemed not to be of any moment. lie laid he 
came to meet Ayco Confu, who was cxpcv^lcd at Tclicikin. 

tliat 
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that night, and was fcnt to fearch for tis, aS^ we 
have tarried on th<^ road. He had brought two 
cafe any of Ours had been tired, and propofed t^iat the nett 
morning I fhould fet out with him alone for T^chefkin, 
where I fliould find Ayto Confu, and my bag^gc fiiould 
follow me. I told him that ii was my fixed refolutioii,made. 
at the beginning of my jofirney, and which I fhould ad¬ 
here to till the end, never to feparatc myfelf on the road 
from my fervants and company, who and 

without any other protedion than t^t erf hfeyig Wah' nae. 



Thi man continue'^ to prefs me all that evening very much, 
fo that wc were greatly furprifed at what he could mean, 
and I dill more and more rcfolvcd not to gratify him. tJftcn 
I thought he wanted to communica'c fomethingto me, but 
he refrained, and 1 continued obllinate; and the rather fo, 
CIS there was no certainty that Ayto Ctintii was yet arrived. 
I alki tl him, it Billetana Gucta Ammonios was not at Tcher- 
kin ? lie anfwcrcd, wirlumt the fmallcft alteration in his 
countenance, that he was not. No people on earth dilTcmblc 
h-. ’ the Abyflinians ; this tiicnt is born'with them, and 
*i)ev improve it by continual pratflicc. As we had therc- 
iorc picvioufly rcfolved, wc jiafTcd the evening at f^ggir Dcm- 
bic, and the fervant, finding he could not prevail, left our 
fcnr, and wc all went to bed. lie did hot feem angry, but 
.It going out of the tent, faid, as half to himfclf, “ I cannot 
blam^, ) ou ; in fuch a journey nothing is like firmnefs.” 

Om the 2d of Janiiary, in the morning, by feven o’clock, 
having drefied my hair, and perfumed it according to the 
tud jin of the country, and put on Clean clothes, with no 
otiier aims but my knife, and a pair of piflols at my git die, 

O o 2 I came 
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:of the tent to mount my mule for Tcherkia I 
apir &wConfu’s fervant,'whe^ename >»as Welleta Yafous, 


ladling the Guinea-fowls and pigeons out of the pannier, . 
where my fervants had put them, and fcattering them upon 
the gmunllnad he was faying to thofc who interrupted him, 

“ Throwaway this carrion; you fhall have aJbettcr break- - 
and dinner, tooV^dayand turning to me more than 
tK^inarily pleafed at feeing nie dreiTed, and that I continued 
to A%lfhn8m habit, he jumped upon his mule, and 

’ ^i^>eai^d ili we all fet out at a brilker pace 

. than ufual, .by the aflhiance of the two frefh mules. 


We paired through the inidlVof feveral fmall Villages. At 
half an hour paft ei^t we came to the mountain of Tcher- 
»i^in, which we rounded qnilic weft, and then on the north, 
..!|cepiing the mountain always on our right. At twenty mi- 
twtttes' pa^l ten J pitched niy tent in the market-place at 
Tcherkin, which feemed a beautiful lawn laid out for plea- 
Ihaded with fine old trees, of an enormous height and 
. Eze,"and watered by a fmall but very limpid brook, run¬ 
ning (^r beds ot pebbles as white as fnoWv 
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Reception at ’Tcberkin by Ozoro EJlber^ "idc.—Hunting of the ^ephant^ 

Rbinocercsy and BuJJalo. 

( 

T he impatient Welleta YafoiiS "would only time 

to fee pay quadrant and otheriaftruments lafely flow¬ 
ed, but hurried me through a very narrow and crooked 
path up the fide of the mountain, at every turri of which 
was placed a great rock or ftone, the flation for mufqucts- 
to enfilade the dilTercnt ftages of,the road below, where it 
was ftrait for any ;diftiu^ce* We at laft reached the outer 
court here we found the chamberlain Ammonios, whom 
Wciieta Tafous had fpoken of as being ftill at Gondar; but 
this did not furprife me, as he told me at the tent that Ayto 
Conf u was arrived. I faw here a great many of my old ac- 
qqainiance whom I had known at Ozoi'o Ellher’s houfe at 

Gondar, , 
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Goiidar, and -v^o all welcomed me with the greateft de- 
joy, as if I had'^ome from a long journey. 

rWAS then taken to an inner apartment, where, to my 
great furprife, inftead of Ay to Confu, I faw his mother, (;zo- 
ro Efther, flttllii^ion a lx)uch, and at her feet the fecrerary’s 
t|j|ughter, the beautiful Tecla Mariam ; and, foon after, the 
jCecremry liimfelf, and fe^^^al others belonging to the court. 
Aftfer'^asring ^sfltade a profound dbeifance, “ Ozoro Ellhcr, 
faidl, I cannHW fpeak furprife. What is the meaning of 
yotir having left Gc^idarto conie into this wilderncfs ? As 
for Teehl Mariam, I am not furprifed at feeing her; I know 
fhe at any time would rather die than leave you ; but that 
you have both comehither without Ayto Confu, and in fo 
fhort a time, is wh^c 1 cannot comprehend ”—“ I here is no¬ 
thing fo Grange in this, replied Ozoro fcfther; the troops of 
Beger^er have taken away tny hufband, kas Michael, Cod 
knows where; and, therefore, being now a fingle woiunn, 
I am refolved to go tO Jerufalem to pray for my huroantJ, 
and to 4 i,e there, and be buried in the Holy Sepulchre. You 
would not flay with us, fo wc are going witlx you. is there 
any thing furpriling in all this ?” 

■ jb/j. 

But tell me truly, fays Tecla Mariam, you that know 
every thing, while peeping and poring through thefe long 
gla0es, did not you learn ;i^y the flars that wc were to meet 
you here ?”—Madam, anfwcred I, if there was one liar in 
the firmament that had announced to me fuch agreeable 
news, I fhould have relapfed into the old idolatry of this 
country, and worfliipped that liar for the reft of my life,” 
Breakfaft now came in ; the converfation took a very lively 
• turn, andfipm the fecretary I learned that the matter Rood 

a " thus: 
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thus: The king, rcftoring vills^es laripy^ac- 

cording to the ftipulation of his laft triEatty with MNiilIen, 
thought that he might fo far infringe upon it, from gi^a^i- 
tude to Ras Michael, as to give part of the number to Ozoro, 
Either, the Iteghe’s daughter; and;|tyto.going to 
Tchcrkin to hunt, he took his mother along with him to^: 
put her in polTclIion,; for the l^gh€*s people .were nOt 
lambs, nor did they pay much regard to thbVorders oiF^ the 
king, nor to chat of the Iteghc their.midrefs, at all times,: 
farther than fuited their own convenkt^* ■ 

'y''' 

We now wanted only the prefence of Ayco Confu to 
make our happinefs complete; he came about four, andl 
with him Ay to Engcdan, and a great company. There was 
noiliing but rejoicing on all fides. Seven iadies, iselafions 
and companions of Ozoro Eftht^r, came with Ayto Gbsfeffii; 
and I confcfs this to have been one of the happieft mo¬ 
ments of my life. I quite forgot the difaftrous joUrney I had 
before me, and all the dangers that |^waited me. I bega|ievea 
to regret being fo far in my way to leave Abyflinia feir ever. 
We learned from Ayto Confu, that it had been reported at’ 
Condar that we had been murdered by the pet^faiit^-of Gim- 
haar, but the contrary was foon kimwn. However, Enge- 
dan and he had fet the lefler village on fire in their pafiTage, 
and laid a contribution of eleven 'ounces of gold upon die 
two larger^ 

Ayto Confu’s houfe at Tchcrkin is bhilt on the edge of 
a precipice whicli takes its name from the mountain Amba 
Tchcrkin. It is built all with cane very artificially, the 
outer wall being compofed of fafeines of canes, fo neatly 
joined together as not to be penetrated by rain or wind. 

The 
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fb^uth fiife’bf it, vtry crooked iind diiE- 
cult, ^w'Wy upj^ Tock. On. the call, is a very plentiful 
fprfe^, which farniflies the houfe with excellent water,, 
YClt, alter all,’ t,^is houfe, though inaccclllblc, is not defen- 
fihle,':atiid ver^'little fafciy to its mailer; for the 

Shangalla, %ith flax, or any thing combullible, tied to the 
poiilf*hfmeir arrows, wbuld cafdy fet it on fire if they once 
.apjJr^ched with guns could as 

• cafilj deftroy it, a^^'-on fuBi occafions, they wrap their 
bElf^i in. cotton wti^4-' ' ^ of theftate-rooms were 

■ hung with long flrip^is of carpeting, and the floors covered 
-with the 

Tiiere is grcat|)lcnty of.game of ever}” fort about Tchcr- 
‘km^.'cfephant#, ihinoccrofesi and a great number of buf- 
falo’^5 which differ nothirig in form from rlic builalocs of 
Eurpi^' or of Egypt, but very much in temper and difpofi- 
tion. They are fieffce, rafh, and fearlefs of danger ; and, 
courCi^ tp the prafticb";^ any other a'eaturc not carnivo- 
rptbii attack the traveller and the hunter equally, and 
it require^ addrefs to efcape from them. They feem to be, 
of all Hie creature the moft given to cafe and indul¬ 

gence. They lie under the moft fhady trees, near large 
pools of water, of which they make conftant ufe, and fltcp 
foundly all the day long^' .The flefh of the female is very 
good when fat, but that the male, liard, lean, and clif- 
agreeable. Tiieir horns are ufed in various manners by 
the turners, in which craft the Abyflinians are very expert. 
In the woods there are many civet cats, but they know not 
ithe ufe of them, nor, how to extradl; the civet. T he Maho- 
metans only are poftefled of this art. 


Though 
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Though we were all happy to our wifh i0 
eel mountain, the active fpirit of Ay to Confu could ; 

he was conic to hunt the elephant, and hunt him he wouid* 
All thofe that underRood any thing of this exercife had af- 
fembled from a great didance to meetly to Copifu at I'cher- 
kin. He and F.ngcdan, from the moment they arrived, had 
been overlooking, from the precipice, their fervants training 
and managing tlieir liorfes in the market-place below. 
Great bunches of the fined; canes had been brought from 
Kuara for javelins; anti the whole houfe was employed 
in fitting heads to them in the mod advantageous manner. 
For my part, tho’ 1 Ihould have been very well contented to 
have remained where I was, yet the preparations for fpoi-t of 
fo noble a kind roufed my fpirits, and made me defirous to 
join in it. On the other hand, the ladies all declared, that 
they thought, by leaving them, wc were devoting them to 
death or fiavery, as tltcy did not doubt, if the Shangalla 
milled us, tlicy would come forward to the mountain and 
day them all. But a fudicient garrifon was left imder A- 
zage Kyriilos, and Billctana Gueta Ammonios ; and we were 
well allliivd that the Shangalla, being informed we were 
out, and armed, and knowing our numbers, would take care 
to keep clofe in their thickets far out of our way. 


On the 6th, an hour before day, n/ter a hearty breakfad,, 
wc mounted on horfeback, to the number of about thirty 
belonging to Ayto Confu. But there was another body, both 
of hori'c and foot, which made hunting the elephant their 
particular bufinefs- Thcfe men dwell condaqtly in the 
woods, and know very little the ufc of bread, living en¬ 
tirely upon the dcdi of the beads they kill, chiedy that of 
the elephant or rhinoceros. Th^ arc exceedingly thin, 
VoL. IV. Pp light, 
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light,.ai^ horfeback and foot; ai*(q very fwar- 

thy, tji^gh fw pf them black; none of them woolly-head¬ 
ed, and all of them have European features. They are call¬ 
ed-Agageer, a name of their profellion, not of their nation, 
wh.ich,comes ^ona the word Agar, and fignifies to hough or 
ham-ftring with a lharp weapon. More properly it means, 
indeed, the cutting the tendon of the heel, and is a charac- 
thekta-^uer in whjch they kill the elephant, which 
is ihortly as follows ;-^Two men, abfolutely naked, without 
any,rag or covering at all about them, get on horfeback ; 
this precaution is from fear of being laid hold of by the 
trees or buflies, in making their efcape from a very watch¬ 
ful enemy. One of thefe riders fits upon the back of the 
hprfe, fometimes with a faddlc, and fomecimes withiuir one, 
with only afwitch or Ihort ftick in one hand, carefully ma- 
nalging the bridle with the other ; behind him firs his 
campanion, who has no other arms but a broad-fword, 
fuch as is ufed by the Sclavonians, and which is brought 
from Triefle. His left hand is employed grafping the fword 
by the handle, and about fourteen inches of the blade is 
covered with whip-cord. This part he takes in his right 
hand, without any danger of being hurt by it; and, though 
the edges of the lovyer part of the fword arc as fliarp as a 
razor, he carries it without a fcabbard. 

* 

As foon as the elephant is found feeding, the horfeman 
rides before,him as near his face as pofiible; or, if he flics, 
crofles him in all directions, crying our, “ I am fuch a 
man and fuch a man; this is my horfe, that has fuch a 
name; I killed your father in fuch a place, and your 
grandfi^cr in fuch another place, and I am now come 
to kill you; you are but an afs in comparifon of them.” 

* This 
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This nonfenfc he verily believes the elcphstat 
who, chafed and angry at hearing the noife immeijlftt^ly 
before him, feeks to feize lorn with his trunk or probofeis, 
and, intent upon this, iollows the horfe everywhere, turn¬ 
ing and turning round with him, nejgletflful of making 
his efcape by running flraight forward, in which conlifis 
his only fafety. After having made him turn once or twice 
in purCiut of the horfe, the horfeman rides clofe 'i- 
long-litle of him, and drops his companion jufl behind on 
the off fide ; and while he engages the elephant’s attention 
upon the horfe, the footman behind gives him a drawn 
flrokcjud abo\c tlic heel, or what in man is called the 
tension cd'Achilles. This is the critical moment; the horfe¬ 
man immediately wheels round, and takes his companion 
u]) be hind him, and rides oft full fpeed after the reft of the 
herd, if tlicy have ftaited more than one; and fometimes- 
an expert Agageer will kill three out of one herd. If the 
fword is good, and the man not afraid, the tendon is com¬ 
monly entirely feparated; and if it is not cut through, it is 
generally fo far divided, that the animal, with the ftrefs he 
puts upon it, breaks the Remaining part afunder. In either 
cafe, he remains incapable of advancing a ftcp, till rht horfe- 
niaii returning, or his companions coming up, pierce him 
through with javelins and lances; he then falls to the ground, 
and expires with the lofs of blood. . 

Tur Agageer neareft me prcfently lamed his elephant, 
and left him Handing. Ayto Engedan, Ayto Confti, Guebra 
Mariam, and feveral others, fixed their fpears in the other, 
before the Agageer had cut his tendons. My Agageer, 
hov/ever, having wounded the firft elephant, failed in= the 
purfuit of the fecond, and, being clofe upon him at eiitcr- 

P p a ing 
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ing the wood, he received a violent blow from a branch of 
a tree " which the elephant had bent by his weight, and, 
after palling, allowed it to replace itfelf, when it knocked 
down both the riders, and very much hurt the horfe. This, 
indeed, is the great danger in elepliant-hunting; forfome 
of the trees, that arc dry and fhort, break, by the violent 
preiTure of fo immenfe a body moving fo rapidly, and fall 
upbh the purfuers, or acrofs the roads. But the greateft 
number of thefe trees, being of a fucculcnt quality, they 
behd without breaking, and return quickly to their former 
polition, when they ftrike both horfe and man fo violently, 
that they often beat them to pieces, and fcatter them upon 
the plain. Dextrous, too, as the riders are, the elephant 
fometimes reaches them with his trunk, witli whicli he 
dalhes the horfe againft the ground, and then fets liis feet 
upon him, till he tears him limb from limb with liis pro- 
bofeis; a great many hunters die this way. Bcfides this, 
ihefbil, at this time of the year, is fplit into deep chafms, 
or cavities, by the heat of the fun, fo that nothing can be 
more dangerous than the riding. 

The elephant oncellain, they cut the whole flefli off his 
bones into thongs, like the reins of a bridle, and hang thefe, 
like feiloons, upon the branches of trees, till they become 
pcrfcdlly dry, without ^alr, and they then lay them by for 
their provifion in the feafon of the rains. 

I NEEnfay nothing of the figure of the clcpliant, his form 
is known, and anecdotes of his life and characflcr are to be 
found everywhere. But his defcri])iion, at length, is given, 
with hiifufual accuracy and elegance, by that great mailer 
of natural liillory the Count dc Bullon, my molt venerable, 

learned, 
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learned, and amiable friend, the Pliny of Europe,, and the 
true portrait of what a man of Icarniijg and fafliion ihould 
be. 

I SHALt only take upon me to refolve a diffieulfy which 
he feems to have had,—for what life the teeth of the ele¬ 
phant, and the horns of the rhinoceros, were intended. He, 
withreafon, explodes.the vulgar prejudice, that thefe arms 
were given them by Nature to fight with each other. He 
alks very properly. What can be the ground of that animo- 
fity ? neither of them are carnivorous ; they do not couple 
togetlier, therefore are not rivals in love ; and, as for food, 
the vaft forells they inhabit furnilh tlrem with an abun¬ 
dant and everlafting ftore. 

But neither the elephant nor rhinoceros cat grafs. , The 
flicep, goats, horfes, cattle, and all the beafts of the coun¬ 
try, live upon branches of trees. There are, in every part 
of thefe imrnenfe forells, trees of a loft, fucculcat fubllance, 
full of pith. Thefe are the principal food of the elephant 
and rhinoceros. They firft cat the tops of thefe leaves and 
branches ; they then, with their horns or teeth, begin as 
near to the root as they can, and rip, or cut the more woody 
part, or trunks of thefe, up to where they were eaten be¬ 
fore, till they fall in fo many pliable pieces of the llze of 
laths. After this, they take all thefe in their monllrous 
mouths, and twift them round as we could do the leaves of 
a lettuce. The veftiges of this procefs, in its different llages, 
Ave faw every day throughout the forell; and the horns of 
the rhinoceros, and teeth of the elephant, are often found 
broken, when their gluttony leads them to atficmpt too 
large or firm a trc'c. 


TiirRi 
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TnEftE. now remained but two elephants of thofe that 
had bceh difeovered, which were a flic one with a calf. 
The Agagcer would willingly have let thefe alone, as the 
teeth of the female arc very final], and the young one is of 
no fort of value, even for food, its flefli Ihrinking much 
upon drying. But the hunters would not be limited in 
their fpoit. The people having obferved tlic place of her 
retreat^ thither we eagerly followed. She was very foon 
found, and as foon lamed by the Agageers; but when they 
came to wound her with the darts, as every one did in their 
turn, to our very great furprife, the young one, which had 
been fuffered to efcape unheeded and unpurfued, came out 
from the thicket apparently in great anger, running upon 
the horfes and men with all the violence it was mailer of. 
I was amazed; and as much as ever I was,upon fuch an 
occafion, afllidled, at feeing the great ajQFedtion of the little, 
animal defending its wounded mother, liecdlefs of its own 
life or fafety. 1 therefore cried to them, for God’s fake to 
fpare the mother, tho’ it was then too late ; and the calf had 
made fcveral rude attacks upon me, which I avoided with¬ 
out difficulty ; but I am happy, to this day, in the reflcdlion 
that I did not ftrike it. At laft, making one of its attacks 
upon Ayto Engedan, it hurt him a little on the leg ; upon 
which he thrull it through with his lance, as others did 

after, and it then fell dead before its wounded mother, whom 

« 

it had fo affciSlionately defended. It was about the fize of 
an- afs, but round, big-bellied, and heavily made ; and was 
fo furiotisj and unruly, that it would eafily have broken the 
leg either of man or horfe, could it have overtaken them, 
and joffled againft them properly. 

■ ’i 


Here 
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Here is an example of a bcaft (a young one too) pofTeffing 
abftradtcd feiitimcnts ro a very high degree. By its flight on 
the firft appearance of the hunters, it is plain it apprehended 
danger to itfelf, it alfo rcfled:cd upon that of iis mother, 
which was the caufc of its return to her afliftancc. i his 
afl'ecftion or duty, or let us call it any thing we pleafe, ex¬ 
cept inflinifi, was ilronger than the fear of danger; and it 
mull have conquered that fear by rcflctSlion before it re¬ 
turned, when it refolvcd to make its beft and laft efibrts, 
for it never attempted to fly afterwards. I freely forgive 
that part of my readers, who know me and themfeJves fo 
little, as to think I believe it worth my while to play the 
mountebank, for the great honour of diverting them ; an 
honour far from being of the firfl rate in my eileem. If 
tliey fliould flicw, in this place, a degree of doubt, that, 
for once, 1 am making ufe of the privilege of travellers, and 
dealing a little in the marvellous, it would be much more 
tn the credit of their difeernmenr, than their prodigious 
fcruplcs about the reality or poflibility of eating raw llcfli; 
a tiling that has been recorded by the united teflimony of 
all that ever vifltcd Ah} fllnia for thefe two hundred ycars^, 
has nothing unrcafonable in itfelf, though contrary to our 
prafticc in other cafes ; and can only be called in queflion 
now, through weaknefs, ignorance, or an intemperate dc*- 
fire to find fault, by thofe that believed that a man could 
get into a quart bottle. 

What I relate of the young elephant contains difficulties 
of another kind ; though I am very well perfuaded fome 
will I'wallow it cafily, who cannot digeft the raw flefli. In 
both inflanccs I adhere firiiflly to the truth; and I beg leave 
to afliire thofe fcrupulous readers, that if they knew their 

author,. 
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autUkOP, they would think that his having invented a lie, 
fdlcly for <he plcafure of diverting them, was much more 
improbable than either of the two foregoing fadfs. He 
places his merit in having accomplilhed thefc travels in ge¬ 
neral* not in being prefent at any one incident during the 
colirfc of them; the believing of which can refledl no 
partic?jlar honour upon himfelf, nor the difbelieving it 
any fort of difgracc in the minds of liberal and unpreju¬ 
diced men. It is for thefc only he would wifli to write, 
4^ thefc are the only perfons who can profit from his nar- 

/ 

t 

T^iC Agtgeers having procured as much meat as would 
maintain them along time, could not beperfuaded tocon- 
•eifitie the hunting any longer. Part of them remained 
;; with the £he*€lephant, which fcemed to be the fattcll; tho* 
the one they killed firft was by much the moft valuable, on 
^ account of its long teeth. It was ftill alive, nor did it feem 
an eafy operation to kill it, without the alliftance of our 
Agageer?, cY.en though it was totally helplcfs, except with 
its trunk. 

*' We fought about fordhebuffaloes and rhinocerofes ; but 
though there was plenty of both in tlic neighbourhood, 
live could not find them; our noife and fliooting in the 
mOftiing having probably feared them away. One rhino¬ 
ceros only vyas feen by a fervant. We returned in the 
#venit)g^ a' grcat lire, and lay all night under the lhadc 
of trees. Here we faw them feparate the great teeth of 
^ / the ‘elcphlnt from the head, by roafting the jaw-bones on 
'' till the lower, thin, and hollow part of the teeth 

' 4 were 
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were nearly cenfumed ; and then they come out cafily, the 
thin part bein j of no value. 

The next morning we were on horfeback by the dawn 
of day in fcarch of the rhinoceros, many of wltich we had 
heard make a very deep groan and cry as the morning ap¬ 
proached ; fevcral of the Agageers then joined us, and after 
we had fearched about an hour in the very thickeft part 
of the -wood, one of them ruflied out with great violence, 
eroding the plain towards a wood of canes that was about 
two miles diftance. But though he ran, or rather trotted, 
w’ith furprifing fpeed, conCdering his bulk, he was, in a 
verv little time, transfixed with thirty or forty javelins; which 
fo confounded him, that he left his purpofe of going to the 
wood, and ran into a deep hole, ditch, or ravine, a c»/ defac^ 
without outlet, breaking above a dozen of the avelins as 
he entered. Here wc thought he was caught .,s in a trap, 
for he had fcarce room to turn ; when a fervant, who had 
a gun, Handing dirc(5tly over him, fired at his head, and 
tltc animal fell immediately, to all appearance dead. Ail 
thofe on foot now jumped in with their knives to cut 
him up, and they had fcarce begun, when the animal 
recovered fo far as to rife upon his knees ; happy then was 
the ina!\ that cfcapcd fiiil ; and had not one of the Aga¬ 
geers, who was hiinfclf engaged in thc'ravinc, cut the finew 
of the liin.’-lcg as he was retreating, there would have been 
a very iorrowful accourit of the foot-hunters that day. 

Ai mt having difp.itchcd him, I was curious to fee what 
wound 'he fiiot had giveti, whicli had operated fo violently 
upon fo huge att aninia.l ; and i doubted not it Was in the 
brain. But it had (Iruck him nowhere but upon ihcpcintof 
VoL. IV, (i^(2 the 
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the foremoft horn, of which ir harl carried off above an 
inch; and this occafioned a c')acMiIi.>n tliat had ftunned 
him for a ijiinutc, fill the blc. rKug had recovered him. I 
preferved the horn from curioli,)’, and have it now by 
me I faw evidently the ball had touched no other part 
of the beaft. 

While we were bufy with the rhinoceros, Ammonios 
joined us. A meffigc from the king had carried away 
Azage Kyrillos the fccretary. Two other meirengcrs had 
arrived from the queen, one to Ayto Confu, and another to 
Ozoro Either; and it was Ozoro Eflher’s commands to hcri 
fon, to leave the hunting and return. There was no reme¬ 
dy but? to obey; Ammonios, however, wanted to have his 
parr of the hunting; and the country people told us, that 
multitudes of bufTalocs were to be found a little to the 
weflward, where there were large trees and Handing pools 
of water. We agreed then to hunt homeward, without be¬ 
ing over-felicitous about returning early. 

We had not gone far before a wild boar arofe between 
me and Ayto Engcdan, which I immediately killed with my 
javelin. Before he, on his horfe, came up to it, another of 
it.i companions fliarcd the fame fare about a quarter of an 
hour after. 7 Itis wis the fport I had been many years ufed 
to in Barbary, and was infinitely more dextrous at it than 
any of the prefent company; this put me more upon a par 
with my companions, who had not failed to laugh at me, 
upon my horfe’s refufal to carry me near cither to the ele¬ 
phant 


See the ;‘iliele Rluuoceio* in the ndix. 
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pliant or rhinoceros. Nobody would touch the carcafe of 
the boar after it was dead, being an animal which is con- 
fidered as unclean.' 

Ammonios was a man of approved courage and condudt, 
and had been in all the wars of Ras Michael, and was pla¬ 
ced about Ayto Confu, to lead the troops, curb the prefump- 
tion, and check the impetuolity of that youthful warrior. He 
was tall, and aukwardly made; flow In fpeech and motion, 
fo much as even to excite ridicule; about fixty years of age, 
and more corpulent than the Abyflinians generally are ; in 
a woi'd, as pedantic and grave in his manner as it is pof- 
llble to exprefs. He Ipcnr his whole leifure time in reading 
the Icripture, nor did he willingly difeourfe of any thing 
cHe. He Inul been bred a foot-foldier; and, though he 
r-de as well as many of the Abyiilnians, yet, liaving long 
flirrti]) h.alicrs, wish iron rings at the end of th.em, into 
wide?! lie pur his naked toe only, iiiflcad of flirrups, he 
had no flrcni;th <>i agdlii v on bor(ebaek, nor was his bridle 
Inch as could command ui^ horfe to flop, or wind and turn 
Ibarplv aiuvng trees, timu.gii he might make a tolerable 
li',;urc on a plain. 

A Ro.ir, roufed on our riplir, had wounded a horie and 
a fi.otinan of Ayto Cl-'uru, and tijcn ebi^aped. .Two bufralocs 
were toundhy thofc .;n the rigJir, or-e of which wounded a 
Itori'e likewiie. duo Cknfu, Engecl.in, (iuebra Mariam, 
and myrelf, kllKai tl'c other with equal lhare of merit, with¬ 
out l>eing in any ibrr <if danger. Ail this wus in little more 
than an hour, when oor {port feemed to at tlic befl; 
f.-ur lua'fts weie coid.dcrably blown, ne;t tired, and though 
w.c were beating homewards, Hill we w.cre looking very 

2 keenly 
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keenly for more game. Ammonios was on the left among 
the bufhes, and fome large, beautiful, tall fpreading-trees, 
clofe on the banks of the river Bedowi, which Hands there 
in pools. Whether the bullalo found Ammonios, or Am¬ 
monios the buffalo, is what we could never get him to ex¬ 
plain to us ; but he had wounded the beall flightly in tlie 
buttock, which, in return, had gored his horfc, and thrown 
both him and it to the ground. Luckily, however, his 
cloak had fallen off, which the buffalo tore in pieces, and 
employed himfclf for a minute with that and w'ith the 
horfc, but then left them, and followed the man as foon as 
he faw him rife and run. Ammonios got behind one large 
tree, and from that to another Hill larger. The buffalo 
turncfl very aukwardly, but kept clofe in purfuit; and there 
was no doubt he would have worn our friend out, who was 
not ufed to fuch quick motion. Ay to t'ngedan, w^ho was 
near him, and might have affdted him, was laughing, ready 
to die at the droll figure a man of Amnionios’s grave car¬ 
riage made, running and fkipping about naked, wdth a 
fv/iftnefs he had never pratftifed all liis life before ; and En- 
gedan continued calling to Confu to partake of the divea^ 
fion. 

The moment I heard his repeated cries, I galloped out 
cf the bullies to the .place w here he w^as, and could not 
help laughing at the ridiculous figure of our friend, very 
attentive to the beaffs motions, which feemed to dodge with 
great addrefs, and keep to his adverfary wdth the utmoll 
obftinacy. As foon as Engcdan faw me, he cried, “ Yagouber 
for the love of Chrill! for the love of the blcllcd Virgin! 
don’t interfere till Confu comes up.” Confu immcdiaicly 
arrived, and laughed more than Lngedun, but did not of¬ 
fer 
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fcr to interfere; on the contrary, he clapped his hands, 
and cried, “ Well done, Ammonios,” fwearing he never faw 
fo equal.a, match in his life. The unfortunate Ammo¬ 
nios had been driven from tree to tree, till he had got be¬ 
hind one within a few yards of the water ; but the brufh- 
wood upon the banks, and his attention to the buffalo, 
hindered him from feeing how far it was below him. No¬ 
thing could be more ridiculous than to fee him holding 
the tree with both his hands, peeping firll one way, and 
then another, to fee by which the bead would turn. And 
well he might be on his guard ; for the animal was abfo- 
lutely mad, toHing up the ground with his feet botli be¬ 
fore and behind. “ Sir, faid I, to Ayto Confu, this will be 
blit an ugly joke to-night, if we bring home that man’s 
corpfe, killed in the very midfl of us, while we were 
looking on.” Saying this, I parted at a canter behind the 
trees, crying to Ammonios to throw himfelf into the 
warci', when I fliould llrike the bead; and feeing the 
buffalo's head turned from me, at full ipeed I ran the 
fpear into the lower part of his belly, through his whole 
intedints, till it came out above a foot on the other fide, 
and there I left it, with a view to hinder the buffalo from 
turning. It was a fpear which, though fmall in the head, 
had a llrong, rough, feafoncdlhaft, which did not break by 
flriking it againll the trees and bullies, and it pained and 
impeded the animal’s motions, till Ammonios quitting the 
tree, daffied through the bullies with ftmic difficulty, and 
threw himfelf into the river. But here a danger occurred 
that I had not forcfccn. The pool was veiy deep, and 
Ammonios could not fwim; fo that though he cfcaped 
from the buffalo, he would infallibly have been drowned, 

I had 
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had he not caught hold of ionic flrong roots of a tree flinot¬ 
ing out of the bank; and there he lay in perhai fafery from 
the enemy, till our fervants went round, and brought him 
out of the pool on the further fide. 

In the mean time, the buffalo, mortally wounded, feeing 
his enemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent upon us, who 
were about forty yards from him, walking backwards to¬ 
wards us, with intent to turn fuddenly upon the ncarcfl 
liorfc; when Ayto Confu ordered two men with guns to 
fhoot him through the head, and he inllanrly fell. The two 
we firft killed were females ; this lall was a bull, and one 
of the largcfl, confeffcdly, that had ever been fccn. Though 
not fat, I guefs he weighed nearer fifty than forty Hone. His 
h(U'ns from the root, following the line of their curve, were 
about fifty-two inches, and nearly nine where thickeil in 
tlic circumference. They were flat, not round. Ay to Con¬ 
fu ordered the head to be cut off, and cleared of its flefh, fo 
that the horns and ikelcton of the head only remained ; this 
he hung up in his great hall among the probofccs of ele¬ 
phants, and horns of rhinoccrofes, with this infeription in 
Ills own language, “ } ogoube the Kipt killed this upr,n ibe Bedowi,'* 

We were now within fight of home, to which we went 
flraight without further Inmring. Neither the ridicule nor 
the condolence of the young men could force one word 
from Ammonios; only when 1 afked him whether or not 
he was hurt, he anfwcrcd from the feripture, “ lie tlrar lo- 
“ verb danger fliall pcrifli in it.” But at night Ozoro EUher, 
either really or fcigncdly, exprefling htrfclf as difpleafed 
with her foti Ayto Cionfu, Ammonios, who loved the young 
man fincercly, could not bear to be the occafiou of this; lb 

that 
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that all refolved itfeif into mirth and joke. What a Idt d to tlic 
merriment was, that the mcirengers from th : Iteglicln'oughc 
a large increafe to our Hock of brandy ; but broagiit aifo 
pofitive orders, both from her and the king, to Ozan) iulhor, 
to determine me, by all pollible means, to return to Goudar, 
or clfc to repair thither inllantly herfelf. 

The evening of the day whereon we fet out to hunt, 
fomc men arrived from Ras el Feel, fent by YaQnc, with 
cruicls for our baggage, nothing but mules being ufed at 
Tehcrkin. They brought word, that the Shangalla were 
down near the Tacazze, fo that now was the time to pafs 
without fear; that Abd el Jeleel, the former Shum of Ras el- 
Fcel, Yafme’s mortal enemy, had been feen lurking in the 
countiy near Sancaho; but as he had only four men, and 
was himfelf a known coward, it was nor probable he woukl; 
attempt any thing againft us, though it would be always 
better that we keep on our guard. 

Tchfrkin has a market on Saturdays, in wdiich raw cot¬ 
ton, cattle, honey, and coarfe cotton cloths are fold. The 
Shangalla formerly molelled Tcherkin greatly, but for thir¬ 
ty years pall they had done little damage. The fmall-pox 
raged fo violently for a number of years among them, that 
it has greatly diminifhed their numbers, and confequently 
their power of troubling their neighbours. At Iclicrkin 
we faw a prodigious quantity of black fcorpi(jns, of a very 
fmall kind, fcldom in the houfes,' but chiefly hid under 
Rones ; feveral of our people were flung by them, but no 
other mifehief followed, but a fmall fwclling, and a com¬ 
plaint of cold in the part, which went away in a few 
hours. 


Frojt 
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From the defcent of Moura, after leaving Debra Tzai, and 
Kofcam, all was thick woods till we arrived at Tcherkin ; 
the roads very rugged and broken, but the weather was 
exceedingly pleafant; for though the thermometer was 
fometimes at 115“, it was always cool in the fliade; and 
by the fide of every river there was a frefli gentle breeze 
from N. E. efpecially at mid-day. The mornings were al¬ 
ways calm, or with little wind at N. E. It regularly chan¬ 
ged about nine to N. W. and then fell calm. About four in 
the afternoon it generally was at weft or near it; but two 
currents wx’rc coiiftantly diftinguiflied at night; the lower 
N. E. veering eafterly towards morning; while the white 
fmall clouds very thin and high, coming very rapidly from 
the S. W. flicwcd the direction and ftrength of the higher 
current. The mornings and nights w'erc cloudy from the 
the lirft of January, but the days perfectly ferenc. 

On Wednefday the eighth of January, having retflified my 
quadrant with great attention, 1 foimd the latitude of Tthcr- 
kin, by a meridian altitude of the fun, to be 13" 7' 30" N.; 
and taking a mean bcLwcen that-and the meridian altitude 
of eleven diftcrent flats, the following night, I found the true 
latitude of Tcherkin Amba to be 13" 7' 35" north. But though 
from that time I was ready to depart, I could trot poftibly 
get difengaged from my fiicnds, but by a compofition, which 
was, that 1 fhoyld flay till the 151]!, the day before Ozoro 
Eft her and her company were to fet out on their return to 
Oontlar ; and that they, on their part, fhould fuft’er me to 
depart on that day, without further perfwaCon, or throwing 
any obllaclc \vharcvcr in my way. The king had recom¬ 
mended to them this fort of agreement, if 1 was obftinate, 
and tins being fettled, wc abandoned ourfelvcs to mirth and 
/eflivity. 
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CHAP. III. 

■Troni Tchcrkln to Ilor-Cacamoot^ in Ras el Reel—^Account of it—’Trarf 

aElions there, 

O N the 15th of January, at a quarter paft eight in the 
morning, we left Tcherkin, and entered immediately 
into thick woods ; but proceeded very flowly, the road 
being bad and unknown, if it could be called a road, and 
our camels overloaded About an hour afterwards we palled 
a fmall village of elephant hunters on our right, and our 
courfe was Itraight north, through’dark thick woods, over¬ 
grown with long grafs, till at half an hour pad ten we 
came to another fmall village clofe on our right. We then 
turned N. W. and continued in that diretflion, palling feve- 
ral villages, all of elephant hunters, and moftly Mahome¬ 
tans. At three quarters after twelve we came to a fmall 
river wliich runs W. N. \V. and falls into the Germa ; here 
VoL. IV. R r we 
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we refted. At ten minutes pafl one we fet out again, thro’ 
the thickeft and moll impenetrable woods I ever faw ; and 
at half pad four we encamped about two miles well of Am- 
ba Daid, a fmall village of elephant hunters, often dell toy¬ 
ed by the Shangalla, but now lately rebuilt, and drcngtli- 
ened by Agageers and their families under protcolion of 
Ayto Confu^ We went not to the village, for the fak.3 of a 
fmall brook which we had found here, running north, and, 
falling into the Angrab. 

On the i6th, at half after feven in the morning we re- 
fiimcd our journey, going wellward ; about an hour and a 
half afterwards we arrived at the Gcrma, a large river which 
runs N. N. W. and falls into the Angrab ; and a quarter 
after nine we palled the Germa, and going N. W. through 
the very thickeft woods, came to Dabdo, a hill almoll de- 
ferted, its inhabitants having been fo frequently deftroyed, 
by the Pagan Shangalla. 

At twenty minutes part ten, ftill going through the 
thickeft woods, and ground all opened by the heat of the 
fun, we found, in a grafty marfli, a pretty abundant fpring 
of foul water. I’his is the refort of the hunters of the 
elephant, as alfo of their rivals and enemies the Shangalla; 
and here much human blood has been Ihcd by people 
whofe occupation and intention, when they went f^oni 
home, were that of Haying the wild bcafts only. The Baafa 
or Dobena Shangalla, pollefs the country which lies about 
four days journey N. E. from this,. 

At a quarter paft eleven wc came to the river Terkwa; 
which, after running N. W. falls into the Angrab; it then 

ftood. 
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Rood in large deep pooE ; ilic bank's were covered with tall 
green grafs ; the taftc of the water foul, and earthy. At 
twelve we pafl'ed the river Terkwa; and going north, about 
an hour after we came tothe Dongola,runningealland weft; 
and an hour after that to Jibbel Myrat river, which, running 
call and weft, was once the boundary between Sennaar and 
Abyflinia. Hiftory does not tell us when thefe boundaries 
were altered, or upon what occallon. It was probably upon 
the firft invafion that new ones were fettled. It lliould feem 
that the Abyllinians had then the better of Nubia; for a 
large acccfllon of territory was ceded by the latter to 
the former. A few minutes after we came to the river 
Woodo, larger than the laft. It has a rocky bottom, and 
is full of fmall fifli of a brownifli and fdver colour. Where 
we crofted, it runs from weft to call, and falls into the An- 
grab. There we paffed the night, not without alarms, as 
frclli foot-fteps in the fand were very plainly difeovered, 
which, by the length of the foot, and the largencfs of the 
heels, our people pronounced were furely Shangalla ; but 
nothing difaftrous appeared all night. 

On the 17th, before feven in the morning we were again 
upon our journey, our dirceHiion N. and N. W. winding to 
due Weft. Andoval mountain ftood W. N. W. diftant from 
us four miles. At forty minutes pall eight, going due weft, 
Andoval mountain lay to the north of us; and.Awalla 
mountains to the fouth. This is a ridge which, coming from 
the north, ftretches fouth to Dabda, and Abra Amba. An¬ 
doval mountain is a fmall pointed peck, which conftitutes 
the north end of them. We halted here a few minutes, 
and refumed our route to the weftward, and N. W. till we 

R r a 


came 
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came to Sancaho, at half an hour paft one, and there we. 
rcx'icd, 

Sancaho is an old frontier territory of AbyTinia. The 
town may coahd of ah)Ut ‘^oo huts or houfes, tieatly built 
of caoes, and cut ioudy thatched with leaves of the fame. 
It riles in the inirhl of a plain, and refembles in IhapeTcher- 
kia Aniba, thou^fi much larger; a confulerable dillriiTt all 
aronnd tv .iongs to it, of wilds and woods, if fuch as thefe, 
aband -ned entirely to wibl beads, can be faid to belong to 
any man. d'Jic ead end dopes with rather a deep defeent 
into the plain; and through that is a narrow winding road, 
fccmingly the w'oric of art, being obftrttdled at turns by 
huge (h)nes, and at different ftages, for the purpofe of de¬ 
fence by guns or arrows ; all the other ddcs of the rock arc 
perpenclieular precipices. The inhabitants of the town arc 
Baala, a race of Shangalla, converted to the Mahometan re¬ 
ligion ; it is an abfolute government, has a nagarect or 
kettle-drum for proclamations, yet is underdood to be in- 
ferioi to Ras cl Feel, and dependent on it; and always fub- 
je<ft to that nol>leman, who is Kafmati of Ras cl Feel, fuch 
as Ayto Confu then was, after he had refumed his govern¬ 
ment at my departure, though during my day in Abyflinia. 

it had devolved upon me by his furrendering it.. 

» 

Gimbaro, the Erbab or chief of Sancaho, was the tailed 
and douted man of his nation; about fix feet lix inches 
high, andftrongly made in proportion ; hunted always on 
foot *, and was laid, among his people, to have fingly kill¬ 
ed elephants with one blow of his fpear. The features of 
his face might well be called hideous ; he paid his part of 
the revenue in buffaloes hides, of which the bed Ihields were.’ 

made j. 
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made; and with elephants teeth, and rhinoceros’s horns, 
ufed for the handles of the crooked knive -, which iht Abyf- 
linians carry at their girdles. All. the Lihahiiants of San- 
caho arc hunters of elej)hants. It is their priiw ijvil food. 
Lrhab Gimbaro came .with Yafine, and brougiit more ihan 
a hundred of the Shangalla to the king’s avniy au Sei >.s, 
where the Moors alledged he did not any way dhlingunh 
hirnlclf. I had, however, taken confiderable notice of iiim;, 
and at his earneil delire carried him into the teat, and lliew- 
ed him the king. 

We encamped at the bottom of the hill on the fouth-well 
fide of the town, on the banks of the river, which rifes in 
the mountains fix miles off to the fouth, and encompaffes 
the half of the hill where Sancaho Hands; after which it 
turns northward, but was now moHly dry. While we were 
piiching our tent, 1 fenr one of Yafine’s men to order Gim¬ 
baro to fend us the ufual quantity of provifion forourlelves 
and camels, and told him alfo, that my camels were few in 
number, and weak ; defiring he would fend two, or one at 
Icall, which fliould be Hated in his defeat, or account of 
rent, for that year. 1 was aHoniOied to fee Yalinc’s men 
return, bringing with them only a woolly-headed black, 
the Erbab’s fon, as it feemed, who, with great freedom and 
pertnefs, and in very good Amharic, faid, “ My father fa- 
lutcs you; if yc eat what he eats, yc fhall be very welcome.” 

I afkcd him, What that was ?—He faid, “ Elephant killed yef- 
terday; and as for camels ye demand, he tells you he has 
none; elephants are his camels, and rhinocerofes are his 
mules.” 


AytO' 
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Ayto Confu’s fervants, who heard this meflage deliver¬ 
ed, and who were as defirous of getting over this journey 
to Ras cl Feci as I was, advii'ed me to go with him up the 
hill to the town, and expoftulate with the Erbab, who, he 
faid, would be afhamed to refufe. Accordingly, I armed 
myfelf with a pair of piftols at my girdle, with a fuiil and 
bayonet in my hand ; and took with me two fervants with 
their piftols alfo, each carrying a large fhip-blunderbufs. 
We mounted the hill with great difficulty, being fevcral 
times obliged to pull up one another by the hands, and en¬ 
tered into a large room about fifty feet long. It was all 
hung round with elephants heads and trunks, with Ikcle- 
tons of the heads of fome rhinocerofes, and of monftrous 
hippopotami, as alfo fevcral heads of the giraffa. Some 
large lion fkins were thrown on feveral parts of the room, 
like carpets .; and Gimbaro flood upright at one end of it, 
naked, only a fmall cloth about his middle; the largcft 
man I ever remembered to have fecn, perfedlly black, flat- 
nofed, thick-lipped, and woolly-headed; and feemed to be 
a perfect picture of thofe Cannibal giants which we read of 
as inhabiting enchanted caftlcs in fairy talcs. 

He did not feem to take notice at my firfl entering the 
room, nor till 1 was very near him. He then came auk- 
wardly forward, bowing, endeavouring to kifs my hand, 
which I withdrew from him, and faid in a firm voice, “ I 
apprehend, Sir, you do not know me.” He bowed and faid 
he did, but did not conceive, at the time, it was me that en¬ 
camped at the brook. “ You did know. Sir, when ycni fent 
your fon with Yafine’s fervant, and )ou know iliat you are 
coufiderahly in my debt. Befide:, if vou lui.l any gratitude, 
you would remember the arrears 1 remitted )ou, and the nre- 

fents 
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irfits 1 made you when at Scrhraxos, even though you mif- 
behaved tlicrc. Your meflage to me while below at the ri¬ 
ver was the language of a rebel. Are you willing to be 
declircd in rebellion?” He faid, “By no means; he had 
alv/ays been a faithful fervant to Ayto Confu, Ras Michael, 
and the king, and had come to Serbraxos upon re reiving the 
firft order, and would obey whatever I flrould command.” 

“ Then pay me tlic mccry you owe me, and begin firfl by 
bringing two camels.” “ He faid, he never refufed the ca¬ 
mels, and the meffage he fent was but in fport.” “ And was 
it fp'-rt too, Sir, laid I, when you faid you would fend me 
the lle b. oF e 1 cj)ha')ts to cat? Hid you ever know a Chrillian 
eat any fort 01 ilelh that a Mahometan killed ?” He anfwer- 
cd. No ; and begging my pardon, promifed he would fend 
me bie.i(l and honey, and the camels fliould be ready in the 
morning.” They mull be ready to-night, faid I, and before 
night loo; for I am to difpatcha fervant this evening to Ay¬ 
to Confu to complain of your behaviour, as 1 do not know 
what you may meditate againft us in our way to Ras el 
Feel.” He begged now, in the moll carneft. manner, I would 
not complain; and faid, he would have all his fpies out to 
the eallward, that not a Shangalla ihould pafs to moleft us, 
without our being informed of tlicm. Some of his princi¬ 
pal people now interfering, 1 confmted to forget and for¬ 
give what had palled. We then ate'brcad, and drank beer,, 
to Blow the reconciliation was lincerc, and fo the affair 
ended. 

AijottT fix in the evening came two llrong camels, and 
about thirty loaves of bread made of Dora; two large wheat , 
loaves for me, as alfo a jar of wild honey, of excellent 11a- 
■vour, and with thefe a prefent to Ayto Confu’s fervant. 

4 ’ On 
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On the i8th, about fix in the morning, Erbab Gimbaroi 
coming down to our tent, brougiit thirty loaves of Dora as 
before, and four of wheat, for the journey ; and we had al¬ 
ready enough of honey, upon which we breakfafted with 
the Erbab, who, to confirm the friendlhip, took two or three 
glalfes of ftrong fpirits, which put him into excellent hu¬ 
mour. His fon, too, that he might atone for his lall night’s 
mifbehaviour, brought a better camel than any we had feen, 
and exchanged it for one of thofc that came yefierday in 
the evening. I, on the other hand, gave him a cotton cloth, 
and fonic trifles, which made him perfectly happy; and we 
parted in the moft cordial friendfliip poflible, after having 
made a promife that, at my return, I fhould flay a week at 
Sancaho to hunt the elephant and rhinoceros. 

Before leaving Sancaho, I had an opportunity of verify¬ 
ing a fatfl hitherto doubtful in natural hiftory. Mr f aflel- 
quill, the Swedilh traveller, when at Cairo, faw the ikins of 
two giraffos fluffed, which came from Sennaar. He gives 
as minute a description as polliblc he could from feeing the 
(kins only; but fays nothing about the horns, becaufe I 
fuppofe he did not fee them; on which account the doubt 
remained undecided, whether the giraffo’s horns were folid 
as the deer’s, and cafl every year; or whether they were 
hollow, attached to a tore, or bone, like thofe of fheep, and 
confequently permanent. 7 ’hc Couirt de Buffon conjetSlurcs 
them to be of this lad kind, and fo I found them. They 
are twilled m all refpccds like the horns of an antelope. 

At ten minutes pad eight we fet out from Sancaho; but 
pf'^ple took it into their heads, that, notwithdanding the 
ii behaviour of Erbab Gimbaro, he intended to lay fome 
3 ambufh 
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ambufli to cut us off, and rob us on the way. For my part, 
I was very well fatisllcd of the contrary ; but this did not hin¬ 
der them from forfttking the accultomcd road, and getting 
among a thick wood of canes; wc were obliged to cut our 
Svay out of them when our diretftion was well, or to the 
fouthward of weft. They were aifo afraid of Abd eljileel. 

At ten minutes part eleven wc crolTed the Bedowi, 
which we had palled twice before ; at half pall eleven we 
crolTed it again, travelling fouthward; and a quarter 
after twelve wc were fo entangled with woods, and fo fa¬ 
tigued with cutting the way for our camels, that \ve thought 
we Ibould get no further. We had, however, continued 
rill three quarters pad one in a direction fouth-cad, at which 
time wc were nor above five miles from Sancaho; and, at 
half pad two, had turned Ibuth-wcd on the banks of the 
large river Tokoor-Ohha, which fignifics the Black River. 
It comes from the mountains of Awada on the fouth-cad, 
and, after winding confiderably, it falls into the Guangue, 
about eight miles from Guanjook. 

Tokook-Ohiia is a river famous for the number of buf¬ 
faloes that arc upon its banks, which arc covered with large 
beautiful fliady-trces, all of a hard red wood, called Den- 
gui Sibber, or Breaker of Stones. 1 hey had neither fruit 
nor dower on them at this time, by which we might judge 
to what tribe they belong; but they arc not ebony, which 
in this country is known by the name of Zope. 

Ov the 19th, at three quarters pad fix we left ourdation 
on Tokoor river, which wc eroded about a quarter of an 
hour after, our diretdion being nearly S, fhe territory 
VoL. Hb S f here 
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here is called Gilmaber, from Gilma, a fmall village a mile 
and a half diftant to the fouthward. Gilmaber is about a 
mile and a half long, full of tall cancs. From the time 
we left Tokoor river, we had been followed by a lion, or, 
rather preceded by one, for it was generally a fmall gun- 
Ihot before us ; and wherever it came to a bare fpot, it 
would fit down and grumble as if it meant to dilpute the 
way with us. Our beads trembled, and were all covered 
with fwcat, and could fcarcely be kept on the road. As 
there feemed to be but one remedy for this difficulty, 1 
took a long Turkiffi rifled gun, and crawling under a bank 
as near as poffiblc, lliot it in the body, fo that it fell from 
the bank on the road before us, quite dead, and even with¬ 
out mufcular motion. It proved to be a large lionefs. All 
the people in this country eat the flefli of lions; as I have 
feen fomc tribes^' in Barbary do likewife. We left the lion¬ 
efs to the inhabitants of the neighbouring village, Ikin 
and all; for we were fo tired with this day’s journey, that 
we could not be at the pains of Ikinning her. 

A FEW minutes aftfer this we pafled the river Gilma, twice, 
which runs to the northward. At half paft nine wc joined 
Dabda road, and a few minutes after crofled the Quartuc- 
ca, a fmall river running north. 

The country here becomes more open, for the thick 
woods have fmall plains between them. In the entrance 
of a wood we found a man that had been murdered, and 
that very lately, as the wild beafts had not yet begun 

to 
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to touch the body; he had been ham-ftrung, and his throat 
cut, a performance probably of the neighbouring Shangal- 
la. At fifty minutes pad ten, our route being weft, we 
pafTcd under a hill a quarter of a mile on our right, upon 
^vhich is a village called Salamgue. At a quarter paft ele¬ 
ven wc crofted the fmall river of Kantis ; and a quarter of an 
hour afterwards we afeended a hill upon which ftands a 
village of that name, inhabited by Mahometan Shangalla 
of the tribe of Baafa. 

On the 20th wc proceeded but a mile and a half; our 
bcafts and ourfclves being equally fatigued, and our cloaths 
torn all to rags. Guanjook is a very delightful fpot by the 
river fide ; fmall woods of very high trees interfperfed with 
very beautiful lawns ; feveral fields alfq cultivated with 
cotton; variety of game (efpccially Guinea fowls, in great 
al)nnf!ancc) and, upon every tree, perroquets, of all the dif- 
f'o cni kinds and colours, compofc the beauties of Guan¬ 
jook. 1 faw no parrots, and fuppofe there were none ; but 
on firing a gun, the firft probably ever heard in thofc 
woods, there was fuch a fereaming of other birds on all 
fidcs, Ibmc Hying to the place when^'e the noife came, and 
fome Hying from it, that it was impoflible to hear di- 
ftineftly any other found. It was at this place that I Ihot 
that curious bird called the Erkooni in Amhara; the 
Abba Guniba, in Tigrc; and here at Guanjook, Tdr ct Nadba, 
or the Bird of Defliny. 

On the 22d, at three quarters paft fix we left Guanjook, 
and a few minutes after pafled a fmall river called Gum- 

S f 2 bacca, 


See the article Eikoom in the Appendix. 
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bacca, and afterwards the river Tokoor. At half an hour 
pad eight we refted there, and three hours after came to 
the Guangue. The Guanguc is the larged river wc had 
fecn in Abyffinia except the Nile and Taccaze. It rifes near / 
Tchclga, or between Tchclga and Nara. It joins the Tacaz- 
zc in the Barabra, in the kingdom of Sennaur. The two 
rivers when joined arc called the Atbara, which gives its 
name to the province. It abounds with hippopotami, and 
crocodiles, chiefly the former, which however we thought 
were moflly fmaller than thofc of the Nile. 

At a quarter after one wc came to Mariam-Ohha, and 
at half pad three arrived at Hor-Cacamoot. Hor in that 
country flgnifles the dry deep bed of a tori'cnt, which has 
ceafed to run ; and Cacamoot, the fliadc of death ; fo that 
Yaflne’s village, where we now took up our quarters, is call¬ 
ed the Valley of the Shadow of Death: A bad omen for 
weak and wandering travellers as we were, furrounded by 
a multitude of dangers, and fo far from home, that there 
feemed to be but one that could bring us thither. We trufl- 
cd in Him, and He did deliver us. 

Hor-Cacamoot is fltuated in a plain in tlic midd of a 
wood, fo much only of which has been cleared away as 
to make room for the mifcrable huts of which it confifts, 
and for the fm-all fpots of ground on wliich they fow ma- 
fhilla, or maize, to furnifli tliem with bread. Their other 
food conflfls entii'cly of tlie flcfli of the elephant and rhino¬ 
ceros, and chiefly of the former; for the trouble of hunt¬ 
ing the elephant is not greater than chafing the rhinoceros, 
and the diflerence of gain is much fuperior. The elephant 
has a greater quantity of better flefli, while his large teeth 
1 arc 
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arc very valuable, and afford a ready price everywhere. The 
inhabitants being little aa[uaintcd with the ufe of fire-arm 
the fmallcr game, of the deer kind, arc not much moldicd, 
unlefs by the wild Shangalla, who make ufe of bows aitd 
arrows, fo tliat thefe animals arc increafed beyond imagh 
nation. 

Ras ri. Feel confified once of thirty-nine villages. All 
the Arabs of Atbara reforted to 'hem with butter, honey, 
horfes, gold, and many other commodities ; and the Shckli 
of Atbara, living upon the frontier of Sennaar, entertained a 
conllant good corrcfpondcnce with the Shekh of Ras cl Feel, 
to whom lie lent }’carly a Dongola liorfe, two razors, and 
two dogs. The Shekh of Ras cl Feel, in return, gave him a 
mule and a female Have; and the effect of tltis intcrcourfe 
was to keep all the intermediate Arabs in their duty. 

Since the expedition of Yafous II. againU Sennaar, no 
peace has ever fubfilled between the two Hates; on ilie con¬ 
trary, all the Arabs that affilled the king, and were defeat¬ 
ed with him, pay tribute no longer to Sennaar, but live on 
the frontiers of Abyflinia, and arc protected there. 'J he 
two chiefs of Atbara, and Ras cl Feel, underftand one ano¬ 
ther perfectly, and give the Arabs no trouble; and, if they 
pay their rent to cither, it is divided between both. It was 
througli the means of thefe Arabs the king of Abj fiinia’s 
army was furniflicd, as wc have feen, with heavy horfes; 
and it was in confcquencc of my depending on tliis friend- 
fliip wiili rlie Shekh of Teawa, that 1 attempted going thro’ 
that province to Sennaar, 
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Sometime before I left Gondar I had been threatened 
with an attack of the dyfentcry. At my arrival at Hor- 
Cacamoot it grew worfc, and had many unpromifing fymp- 
toms, when I was cured by the advice and application of a 
common Shangalla, by means of a Ihrub calledWooginoos*, 
growing very corambn in thofe parts, the manner of uCng 
which he taught me. 

The country, fromTchcrkin to Ras el Feel, orHor-Caca- 
moot, is all a black earth, calledMazaga, which fome authors 
have taken for the name of the province. However, the 
word Mazaga, in the language of the country, fignifics fat, 
loofe, black earth, or mold, fuch as all that ftripe of land 
from 13“ to 16® of latitude is compofed of, at leaf! till you 
reach to the deferts of Atbara, where the rains end. Ras 
el Feel is, I fuppofe, one of the hotteft countries in the 
known world. On the ill day of March, at three o’clock in 
the afternoon, Fahrenheit’s thermometer, in the lhadc, was 
114% which was at 61“ at fun-rife, and 82® at fun-fet. And 
yet this excclTivc heat did not make a proportional impref- 
fion upon our feelings. The evenings, on the contrary, ra¬ 
ther feemed cold, and we could hunt at mid-day. And this 
1 conflantly obferved in this fultry country, that, what was 
hot by the glafs,- never appeared to carry with it any thing 
proportionate in our fenfations. 

Ras el Feel formerly paid 400 ounces of gold, which is 
4000 crowns ; Sancaho paid 100. But trade having dccrea- 
fed, fince the expedition of Yafous II. to Sennaar, without 

the 
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the king's demand being leflened, many people have left if, 
and arc gone to Tcherkin. 

I HAVE feveral times, in the courfe of this work, taken 
notice of a black nation called Shangalla, who furrround 
all the N. N. W. and N. E. of Abyflinia, by a belt fcarcely 
fixty miles broad. This is called by the Abylllnians, Kolia, 
or the Hot Country, which is like wife one of their names 
for hell. Two gaps, or fpaces, made for the fake of com¬ 
merce, in this belt, the one at Tchelga, the ocher at Ras cl 
Feel, have been fettled and poflcfled by flrangers, to keep 
thefe Shangalla in awe; and here the cuflom-houfcs were 
placed, for the mutual intereft of both kingdoms, before all 
intcrcourfe was interrupted by the impolitic expedition of 
Yafous againfl Sennaar. Ras el Feel divides this nation of 
woolly-headed blacks into two, the one wcfl below Kuara, 
and bordering on Fazuclo (part of the kingdom of Sen- 
naar) as alfo on the country of Agows. I'hefe are the 
Shangalla that rraflic in gold, which they find in the earth, 
where torrents have fallen from the mountains ; fur there 
is no fuch thing as mines in any part of their .country nor 
any way of collecTing gold but this ; nor is there any' g^dd 
found in Abyffinia, however confidently this lias been ad¬ 
vanced ; neither is there gold brought into that kingdom 
from any other quarter but this which we arc n(tw fpeak- 
ing of ; notwithflanding all the mifreprefenrations of the 
millionarics to make the attempts to fiibdue this king¬ 
dom appear more lucrative and Icfs ridiculous to Euro¬ 
pean princes. The other nation, on the frontiers of 
Kuara, has Ras el Feel on the eaft, about three day^s 
journey from the Cacamoot. The natives arc called Gan- 
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jar; a very numerous and formidable nation of hunters, 
confiding of fevcral thoufand horfe. The origin of thefc 
is faid to have been, that when the Funge (or blaek nation 
now oecupying Sennaar) difpolTefled the Arabs from that 
part of the country, the black-llaves that were in fervice 
among thefe Arabs, “all lied and took pofl'ellion of the dif- 
triids they now hold-; where they have greatly incrcafed 
in numbers, and continue independent to this day. They 
arc the natural enemies of Ras el Feel, and much blood has 
been flicd between them, from making inroads one upon 
the other, murdering the men and carrying their women 
into llavcry. Yalinc, however, had become too drong for 
them, by the aflidance of Ayto Confu, and they had olfercd 
to adid the king at the campaign of Serbraxos. But they 
were found not lit to be truded, fo were fent away, under 
pretence that they fliould attack Coque Abou Barca govern¬ 
or ofKiiara for the rebels, and hinder him from coming 
to their aflidance; and even this they did not do. 

The title of their chief is Sheba, which fignidcs the Old 
Man. His reddence is called Calhumo, by his own people ; 
and Dendy Kolia, by the Abyflinians of Kuara. Yadne, 
however, was now at peace with tliem, without which our 
journey would fcarce have been pollible. Sheba fent his 
fon to l?e me at Ras el Feel; we thought, at that time, he 
came as a fpy. However, when we departed I gave him a 
fmall prefent; and we fwore mutual frienddhp, that he 
was to be ready always to light againd my enemies, and 
that we were to a^ kindly by each other, though we were 
to meet, horfe to horfe, alone in titc defert. 
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Yasine had done every thing, on his part, to fecure me 
a good reception from Fidcle hliekh of Atbara. tverv af- 
fiirance polhble had been given, and 1 had before travelJ*. d 
fome thoufand miles upon much ilighter promiles, winch 
had, however, been always faithfully kept; fo that I did 
not at all fufpecT: that any thing unfair could be intended 
me at Teawa, where Fidcle redded, But as the lofs of life 
was the confeciuence of being raiilaken, I never did, omit 
any means to double my fecurity. 

Mahomet Gibberti, as we have before obferved, had al¬ 
ready carried a letter of mine fromCondar to his madcrMeri- 
calAga,Scli( 5 tarto the Sherriffe of Mecca in Arabia, requefting 
that he would write to fome man of coulideration in Sennaar, 
and, taking it for granted that I was then arrived at Teawa, 
•dcfire that a fciwant tif the king might be font to give me 
fafe rondne'l from that frontier to the capital. Yafiru' had 
written to the fame dre(ft, dircdly to Sennaar, and lent a 
ftr\ aut of his, who, for fecuritv fake, had notltiug but the 
letter and an old ragged cloth about his waill; and lie li.id 
lc>ag ago arrived at Sennaar, the before-named place of his 
dellination. 

Among the tribes of Arabs that were protct'led by Yafine, 
and fmnilhed with paduie, water,,and a market for their 
cattle, and milk and butter, at Ras cl reel, were tlic Daveina, 
by much tlie moll powerful of all tiic Arabs in Atbara ; but 
they ventured no furtiicr fouthward than Beyla, for fear 
of tlie troops of Sennaar. 

The Shekh of Beyla was a man of very great charadler 
for courage and probity. Plis name was Mahomet; and I 

VoL. IV. T t had 



33® 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


had often correfponded with him upon the fubjedl of hor*. 
fes for the king while I was at Gondar. He was greatly 
tormented with the ftone, and by means of Yaftne I had 
feveraL times fent him foap-pills, and lime, with diretflions 
how to make lime-water. 1 therefore fent a fervant of mine 
with a letter to the Shekh of Beyla, mentioning my inten- 
.tion of coming to Sennaar by the way of Teawa and Bey¬ 
la, and defiring him to forward my fervant to Sennaar, to. 
Hagi Belal my correfpondent there, and, at the fame time,. 
write to fome other friend of his own, to fee that the king’s 
fervant fhould be difpatched to Teawa without delay. This 
fervant, with the letters, I committed to the care of the Shekh 
of the Daveina, who promifed that he would himfelf fee 
him fafe into Beyla; and, by a particular Providence, all thefe 
letters and mefiengers arrived fafe, without mifearriage of 
one, at the places of their deflination, though we were long 
kept in fufpence before they took effcA.. 

I WAS now about to quit Ras el Feel for ever, in a firm 
perfwafion that I had done every thing man could do to 
infure a fafe journey and good reception at Sennaar, till 
one day I received a vifit from Mahomet Shekh of Nile; 
which does not mean Shekh of the river, but of a tribe of 
that name, which is but a divifion of the Daveina. To this 
Shekh I had fliewn a particular attention in fevcral trips Ite 
had made to Gondar, in confcquence of which he was very 
grateful and anxious for my fafety. He told me, that he faw 
I was fetting out perfectly content with the mcafurcs I had 
taken for my fafety at Sennaar, and he owned that they 
were the beft that human prudence could fugged; “ but, fays 
he, in my opinion, you have not yet been cautious enough a- 
boutTcaw^. 1 kqow Fidele well, and I apprehend j^our danger 
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is there, and not at Scnnaar.” He then drew a moft unfa* 
vourable pifture of that Shekh, whom he affirmed to have 
been a murderer and a thief all his days, and the fon of a 
father no better than himfelf; that he was of no religion, 
neither Mahometan, Chriftian, nor Pagan, but abfolutely 
without fear of God; he faid, however, he believed him to 
be a great coward; and therefore the whole of my fafety re* 
duced itfelf to this. Was he really afraid of Yafine, or not? 
If he was, that became the bed handle we could lay hold 
on ; but if, on the contrary, he was not afraid of Yafine, or 
was perfuaded, as he very well might be by wicked people 
about him, that, when once I was out of the country, Ya- 
finc took no further charge of me, he doubted very much 
I Ihould never pafs Teawa, or, at leaft, without fuffering 
fome lieavy affront or ill-ufage, the extent of which it was 
irapollible to determine. 

These fenfible fuggeftions made a very ftrong imprellion 
on Yafine and me ; Yafine’s firft pofition was, that Fidele was 
certainly afraid to difoblige him ; but, allowing the pofli- 
bility he was not, he owned he had not fubftituted any fe- 
cond meafure to which I could truft. We all regretted that 
our friends the Daveina had been fuffered to depart without 
taking me with them by Sim-Sim and Beyla ; but it was now 
too late, as the Daveina had for fome days arrived at the 
Ration the neareft Beyla and the farthefl from us. It was 
then agreed, that Nile Ihould fend a relation of his, who was 
married to one of the tribes of jehaina Arabs, encamped upon 
Jibbel Ifriff near to Teawa, with whom Fidele was at that 
liuie making peace, left they Iliould burn the crop about 
the town. This man was not to enter the town of Teawa 
with me, but was to come ‘there the next day, as if from his 
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friends at Jihbcl TfrifF; and, if I then informed him there 
was danger, fhonld return to the Jehainr, mount a hajan 
or dromedary, and give Yafine information with all poflible 
fpeed. All this being now fettled, I prepared for my jour¬ 
ney, having firfl, bv many obfervations by night and day, 
fixed the latitude of Hor-Cacamoot to be 13” 1' 33" nortlu. 
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CHAP. IV. 

From Ilor-Cacamooi to Teawa, Capital of Atbara, 

I T was on the \ 7rh of March that wc fee out fromHor-Caca- 
inoot on our journey toTcawa, capital of the province of 
Atbara. Our courfc was N. N. W. through thick brulhwood, 
with a few high trees ; our compr^nions being eleven naked 
men, withafles loaden with fait. V.'e had feveral interrup¬ 
tions on the road. At three in the afternoon we encamped 
at Falaty, the eaft village of Ras el Feel, a little to the north¬ 
ward. A fmall mountain, immediately north from this vil¬ 
lage, the one end of which is thought to rcfcmble the head 
of an elephant, gives the name to the village and the pro¬ 
vince-h This mountain Rretches in a dirc»aion nearly north 

and 
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and fouth, as do the villages, and the fmall river when it 
has water, but it was now apparently dry. However, by 
digging pretty deep in the fand, the water filtering through 
the fides of the holes filled in a certain time with a putrid, 
ill-tafted, unwholefome beverage, which is all this mifer- 
ablc village has for its ufe. The people look fickly and ill- 
coloured. Falaty is three miles and a half diftant from Hor- 
Oacamoot, its name interpreted is Poverty. 

On the i8th, at half after fix in the morning we conti¬ 
nued our journey through thick, and almofl; impenetrable 
woods full of thorns; and in two hours we came to the 
bed of a torrent, though in appearance dry, upon digging 
with our hands in the loofe fand, we found great plenty 
of frefh water exceedingly well tailed, being fheltcr- 
ed by jirojeifling rocks from the adlion of the fun. This is 
called Surf cl Shekh. Here we filled our girbas, for there 
is very little good water to be found between this and 
Teawa. 

A ciRBA is an ox’s Ikin fquared, and the edges fewed to¬ 
gether xexy artificially by a double feam, which does not 
let out water, much refembling that upon the beft Englifii 
cricket-balls. An opening is left in the top of the girba, in 
the fame manner as the bung-hole of a calk. Around this 
the Ikin is gathered to the fize of a large handful, which, 
when the girba is full of water, is tied round with whip¬ 
cord. Thcfe girbas generally contain about fixty gallons 
each, and two of them are the load of a camel. They are 
then all befmeared on the outfide with greafe, as well to 
hinder the water from oozing through, as to prevent its 
(being evaporated by the atftion of the fun upon the girba, 

which 
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which in fa(5l happened to us twice, fo as to put us in im¬ 
minent danger of perifliing with thirft., 

Yasine had provided a camel and two girbas, as well as 
every other provifion necelTary for us, till we fliould arrive 
at Teawa. Surf el Shekh is the boundary of Ras cl Feel; 
Here I took an afl'cc^ionatc leave of my friend Valine, wlio, 
wi*h all Ills attendants, flicwcd, at parting, that love and at¬ 
tachment ilicy had conllantly preferved to me (ince our firll 
acquaintance. 

SolJMA^^ my old and faithful fervant, who had carried 
my firft lei ter to ocmaar, thotigh provided for in tlie king’i 
fervice, inlined uj>on attending me to Sennaar, and dying 
with me if it fhoulti be my fare ; orelfc* gaining the reward 
which had been proiniiecl him, if lie brought back the 
good news of my fare arrival and good reception tlicre. At 
parting, I gate the faithful Vafine one of my horfes and 
my coat of mail, that is my ordinaly one; for the one 
that was given me by Uzoro I,finer had belonged to king 
Yafous, and as it would ha\x been an affront to liave be- 
fiowed it on a cor mon man like Y'afinc, who, befides, was a 
Mahometan, fo l gave it (with Ozovo Efthcr’s confent) to 
Ayto Er ged .n, king Vafous’s granilfon. Before parting, 
Yafinc, like an old traveller, called the whole company to¬ 
gether, and obliged them to repeatahe Fcdtah, the Prayer, 
of Peace. 

At half part feven in the evening wc came to Engaldi, 
a large bafon or cavity, leveral hundred yards in length, 
and about thirty feet deep, made for tlie reception of water 
by the Arabs, who encamp by its fide after tlie rains. Thb 
4 „ water 
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water was almoft exhaufted, and what remainf*d had an trv* 
tolerable flench. However, docks of Guinea fowls, partrid¬ 
ges, and every fort of bird, had crowded thither to drink, 
from the fcarcity of water elfc wherc. I believe, I may cer¬ 
tainly fay, the number amounted to many thoufands. My 
Arabs loaded tlicmfelv’^cs in a very little while, kdling them ' 
with flicks and dories ; but they were peifectly ulelefs, 
being reduced to Ikelctons by hunger and t'oiril. Eor this 
Tcafon, as well as that 1 might not alarmany drolling banditti 
within hearing, I did not fufTer a lliot to be fired at them. 

At eight we came to Eradceba, where is neither village 
nor water, but only a rcding-place about half a mile fquarc, 
■which has been cleared from wood, that travellers, who 
pafs to and from Atbara, might have a fecure fpot whence 
they could fee around them, and guard thcmfelvcs from 
being attacked unawares by the banditti fometimes reforc- 
ing to thofe deferts. 

At a quarter pad eleven we arrived at Quaiclia, a bed of 
a torrent where there was now no water; but the wood 
feetned growing dill thicker, and to be full of wild beads, 
cfpecially lions and hyaTia*-. 1 hefc do not dy from man, 
as thofe did that we had hitherto fecn, but came boluly up, 
cfpecially the hyana, with a rcfulution to attack us. Upon 
our fird lighting a firc^they left us for a time; but towards 
morning they came in greater numbers, than before; a lion 
carried away one of our adcs from among the other beads of 
burden, and ahyama attacked one of the men, tore his cloth 
from h's middle, and wounded liim in his back. As we 
now expedled to be indantly devoured,, the prefent fear over¬ 
came the refolutions we had made, not to ufe our fire arms, 
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imlcfs in the utmoft neceflity. I lircd two guns, and order¬ 
ed my fervants to fire two large fidp-blundcrbufies, which 
prefcntly freed us from our troublefomc guefts. Two hy- 
amas were killed, and a large lion being mortally wounded 
/was difpatched by our men in the morning. They came no 
more near us ; but we heard numbers of them howling at 
a diilance till day-light, either from hunger or the fmarts 
of the wounds they had received, perhaps from both ; for 
each Ihip-blunderbufs had fifty fmall bullets, and the 
wood towards which they were dirctSlcd, at the diftance of 
about twenty yards,feemed to be crowded with thefe animals. 
The rcafon why the hyeena is more fierce here than in any 
parr of barbary, will be given in the natural hifiory of that 
wild bcall in the Appendix. 

‘I'uoroH this, our firfi; day’s journey from Falaty ani‘" 
»:.’s d Fed, ti' Quaicha, was of eleven hours, the diilance we 
Fad gone in that time was not more than ten miles ; for 
^-ur beads were exceedingly loaded, fo that it was with the 
Miinoll didiculty that either wcor they could force ourfelves 
thuaigli thole thick woods, which fcarccly admitted the rays 
of the full. From this fiation, however, wc were entertained 
with a moll magniricent fight. The #iiiounfains at a dif- 
tujK'<; towards the banks of the Tacazzc, all Debra Haria, 
and the mountains towards Kuara, wefe in a violent bright 
fiaine of fire. 

The Arabs feed all their fiocks upon the branches of trees; 
no beall in this country cats grafs. When therefore the 
watet is dried up, and they can no longer ilay, they fet fire 
to the woods, and to the dry grafs below it. The flame 
Juns under the trees, fcorches the leaves and new wood, 
VoL. IV. U ii without 
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without confuming the body of the tree. After the tropical 
rains begin, the vegetation immediately returns ; the fprings 
increafe, the rivers run, and the pools are filled with water. 
All forts of verdure being now in the grcatcll luxiiriancy, 
the Arabs revifit their former ftations. This conflagration 
is performed at two feafons ; the firft, by the Shangalla and 
hunters on the fouthern parts of this woody country, begins 
in the month of Otftober, on the return of the fun, the cir- 
cumftances of which 1 have already mentioned ; the latter, 
which happens in March, and lafts all April, bcfidcs provid¬ 
ing future fuflenance for their flocks, is likewife intended to 
prevent, at leaf! to diminifli, the ravages of the fly ; a plague 
of themoft extraordinary kind, already deferibed. 

We left Quaicha a little before foiu* in the morning 
of the 19 th of March, and at half an hour paft five we came 
to jibbel Achmar, a fmall mountain, or rather mount; for 
it is of a very regular form, and not above 300 feet high, 
but covered with green grafs to the top. What has given 
it the name of Jibbel Achmar, or the Red Mountain, I 
know not. All the countiy is of red earth about it; but 
as it hath much grafs, it fhould be called* the Green 
Mountain, in the middle of the red country ; though there 
is nothing more vague or undetermined than the language 
of the Arabs, when they fpcak of colours. This hill, fur- 
rounded with impenetrable woods, is in the beginning of 
autumn the rendezvous of the Arabs Daveina, when there 
is water; at which time the rhinoceros and many forts of 
bcafts, crov/d hither; tho’ few elephants, but they are thofc 
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of the largeft kind, moftly males ; fo that the Arabs make 
this a favourite Ration, after the grafs is burnt, efpedally 
the young part of them, who are hunters. 

We reached Imferrha at half paft eleven, the water 
being about half a mile diftant to the S. W. The wells 
are litu^ied upon a fmall ridge that runs nearly caft and 
weft. At one extremity of this is a fmall-pointed mountain, 
upon which was formerly a village belonging to the Arabs, 
called Jehaina, now totally deftroyed by the hunting parties 
of the Daveina, the great tyrants of this country, who, to¬ 
gether with the fcarcity of water, arc the principal caul'cs 
that this whole territory is defolate. For though the foil 
is fandy and improper for agriculture, yet it is thickly over¬ 
grown with trees; and were the places where water is 
found fufficicntly ftocked with inhabitants, great numbers 
of cattle might be paftured here, every fpecies t)f which 
live upon the leaves and the young branches of trees, even 
on fpots where grafs is abundant. 

On the 20th, at fix o’clock in the morning we fet out 
from Imferrha, and in two hours arrived at Ralhid, wliere 
we were furprifed to fee the branches of the Ihrubs and 
buftxes all covered with a fhcll of that I'pccies of univalve 
called Turbines, white and red ; feme of them from three 
to four inches long, and not to be diftinguiflied by the niceft: 
eye from thofc fea-fliclls, of the fame fpecies, which are 
brought in great quantities from the Weft India iilands, 
efpecially St Domingo. 

How thefe came fir ft in a fandy defert fo far from the 
fea is a difquifition I lhall not now enter into. There arc 
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of this fifh great numbers in the Red Sea, and in the Indian 
Ocean; how they came upon the bufhes, or at the roots of 
them, appears more the bufmefs of the prcfent narrative. 
To confine myfelf to the matter of fadt, I fliall only fay, that 
throughout this defcrt are many fprings of fait-water; great 
part of the defert is foffilcfalt, which, buried in fomc places 
at difierent depths according to the degree of inclination 
of all minerals to the horizon, does at times in thefe foun¬ 
tains appear very near the furface. Here I fuppofe the feed 
is laid, and, by the addition of the rain-water that falls up¬ 
on the fair during the tropical rains, the quantity of falt- 
water is much incrcafed, and thefe fifties fpread themiclves 
over the plain as in a temporary ocean. The rains dccreafe, 
and the fun returns ; thofe that arc near fprings retire to 
them, and provide for the propagation of future years. 
Thofe that have wandered too far off in the plains retire 
to the bufties as the only llielrer from the fun. The in- 
renfe heat at length deprives them of that fliadc, and they 
pcrifti with the leaves to which they crept for Ihclter, and 
this is the rcafon that w'^e faw fuch a quantity of ftiells un¬ 
der the bufties ; that we found them otherwife alive in the 
very heart of the fprings, we fhall further circumllantiate 
in our Appendix, when we fpeak of muffels fo found in our 
hiftory of the formation of pearls. 

Rashid was once full of villages, all of which are now 
ruined by the Arabs Davcina. There are feven or eight 
wells of good water here, and the place itfelf is beautiful 
beyond defeription. It is a fairy land, in the middle of an 
inhofpitable, uninhabited defert; full of large wide fpread- 
ing trees, loaded with flowers and fruit, and crowded with 
an immenfe number of the deer kind. Among thefe, 

we 
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we faw a large one, like the antelope, his buttocks (a 
confiderablc way up his back) being covered with white, 
which terminated upon his thigh in a black linc% drawn 
from the haunch down very nigh to the joint of his hind 
leg. rhefe we had never feen before. They are called 
Ariel in Arabia, go in large flocks, are exceedingly 
fwift; though, from the neccllity of coming to water, 
and its only being found in particular places, they were 
an eafy vidtim to thofe that watched for them at night. 

Sim Sim is a copious fpring, which fupplics a large ba- 
fon the Arabs have dug for it near thirty feet deep. It lies 
well of Ralliid, or a little to the fouthward of well. It is in 
a fandy defert, in the dircdl way to Beyla and Sennaar, and 
here the Daveina kept their flocks, equally fccurc from 
the fly and the troops of Sennaar, the two great enemies 
they liave to fear; and being in the neighbourhood of Ras 
cl Teel, they keep a large market there, fupplying that 
country amply with proviflons of all kinds, and getting 
from it, in return, what they have not in their own diftridt. 

We were juft two hours in coming to Ralhid, for we 
were flying for our lives ; the or hot-wind, having 

ftruck us not long after we had fet out from Imferrha, and 
our little company, all but myl'elf, fell mortally lick with 
the quantity of poifonous vapour that they had imbibed. I 
apprehend, from Ralhid to Imferrha it is about five miles; 
and though it is one of the mofl dangerous halting-places 
between Ras el Feel and Sennaar, yet we were fo enervated, 
our ftomachs fo weak, and our hcad-achs fo violent, that 
we could not pitch our tent, but each wrapping himfelf in 
his cloak, refigned himfelf immediately to fleep, under 

the 
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the cool (hade of the large trees, invited by the pleafant 
breeze from the north, which feemed to be merely local, 
confined to this fmall grove, created probably by the vici¬ 
nity of the water, and the agitation we had occafioned 
in it. 

In this helplefs ftate to which we were reduced, I alone 
. continued not weakened by the fimoom, nor overcome by 
'fleep. A Ganjar Arab, who drove an afs laden with lalt, took 
this opportunity of Healing one of tlie mules, together with 
a lance and fhield belonging to one of my fervants. Tlie 
■country was fo woody, and he had fo much advantage of 
us in point of time, and we were in fo weak and dil'coura- 
ged a Hate, that it was thought in vain to purliie him one 
Hep. So he got off with his booty, unlefs he wa' intercept¬ 
ed by fome of thofe wild hearts, which he would find eve¬ 
rywhere in his way, whether he returned to Ras cl feel, 
or the frontiers of Kuara, his own country. 

Having refrcflied ourfclves with a little fleep, the next 
i:hing was to fill our girbas, or Ikins, with water. But be¬ 
fore we attempted this, I thought to try an experiment of 
mixing about twenty drops of fpirit of nitre in a horn of 
water about the fize of an ordinary tumbler. This I found 
greatly refrertied me, though my hcadach rtill continued. 
It had a much better cffe<5t upon my fervants, to whom I 
gave it; for they all feemed immediately recovered, and 
their fpirits much more fo, from the reflection that they 
had with them a remedy they could crurt to, if they fhould 
again be fo unfortunate as to meet Uiis poifonous wind or 
vapour. 


On 
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On the 21 ft, we fet out from Raihid at two o’clock in the 
morning, and at a little pall eight arrived at Imhanzara,ha- 
ving gone moftly N. W. to north and by weft. This, too, is 
a ftation of the Arabs Daveina; and there had been here 
large pools of water, the cavities, apparently dug by the hands 
of men, were from twenty to thirty feet deep, and not lefs 
than fixty yards long. The water was juft; then drying up; 
and flood only about half a foot in depth, in the bottom of 
one of the pools. The borders of the bafons were thick fet 
with acacia and jujeb-trecs but the fruit of the latter was 
di'ying upon tlie ftones, and had-fallen fhrivellcd in great 
quantities upon the ground. We gathered about a couple of 
pecks, which was a very great refrcfliment to us. The fruit, 
though retaining a very fharp acid tafte, is mixed with a 
fweernefs not unlike the tamarind ; and which it commu¬ 
nicated to water, upon a handful of the dry fruit being fleep- 
cd therein for half an hour. The ordinary jiyeb in Barba¬ 
ry is obhrng like an olive ; this is perfectly round like the 
cherry, but fomething fmaller. The tree is thorny, and dif¬ 
fers in nothing from the other, but only in the fliape of the 
fruit. When dried, it is of a golden colour ; and is here 
called Nabca, being the principal fuflenance of the Arabs, 
till thefc pools are dry, when they arc obliged to feck other 
food, and other water, at fomc more diflant flation. 

This day, being the fifth of our journey, we had gone 
about five hours very diligently, though, conildciing the 
weak ftatc we were in, I do not think we advanced more 
than feven or eight miles ; and it was to me very vifible, 
tixat all the animals, mules, camels, and horfes,were afFctfted 
as much as we were by the fimoom. They drank repeatedly, 
2 and 
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and for a confiderabte length of time, but they feemed to 
go juft fo much the worfe for it. 

Upon approaching the pool, that had water in it, though 
yet at fomc diftance from it, my fervants fent me word to 
come up fpeedily, and bring fire-arms with me. A lion 
had-killed one of the deer, called Ariel, and had ate a part 
of it, but had retired upon the noife we had made in alight¬ 
ing. .In place of him, five or fix hyaenas had feized the 
carcafe, and feveral others were at the inftant arriving to 
join them, and partake of the prey the lion had abandoned. 
I haftened upon the fummons, carrying with me a muiket 
and bayonet, and a fliip blunderbufs, with about forty fmall 
bullets in it,' I crept through the bufties, and under banks 
as near to them as poflible, for fear of being feen ; but the 
precaution feemed entirely fiiperfluous ; for though they 
obferved me approaching, they did not feem difpofed to 
leave their prey, but in their turn looked at me, raifing tlie 
briftles upon their back, (baking themfelves as a dog does 
when he comes out of water, and giving a fhort but terrible 
grunt. After which they fell to their prey again, as if they 
meant to difpatch their deerfirfi, and then come and fettle 
their affairs with me. I now began to repent having ven¬ 
tured alone fo near ; but knowing, with the fhort weapon 
I had, the execution depended a good deal upon the di¬ 
ftance, I ftill crept a little nearer, till I got as favourable a po- 
fition as Tcould wifix behind the root of a large tree that had 
fallen into the lake. Having fet my mulket at my hand, 
near and ready, I levelled my blunderbufs at the middle of 
thC; group, which were feeding voracioufly like as many 
fwihe, with a confiderable noife, and a civil war with each 
otiier. Two of them fell dead upon the fpot; two more 
3 . died 
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died about twenty yairdfs ditouce; bux All tbe reft tbat c^otild 
efcape fled without looking back, or ihcEwIng any kmd 6£ 
refentment: I then took my mufquet in my hand, and 
flood, prepared with my bayonet, behind the tree, but fired 
no more, not knowing what their humour or difpofition 
might be as to a return upon acccflioii of new compani>* 
ons. 

« 

About twenty fmall foxes, and a Eodk of federal hun¬ 
dred Guinea-fowls, now came up from the inCde of the 
pool. The fowls lighted immediately, and ran ba£k agaiR 
to the water, I’hc foxes retired quickly into the woodlj» 
Whether they had aflembled with a view of getting a (ham 
of the deer, an animal of this kind being generally attendant 
upon the lion, or whether, as is moft likely, they werO 
feeking the Guinea-fowls, I do not know. I fufpeft if 
n\Ts the latter, by their humber; for never more than one 
at a lime is remarked to accompany the lion. 

Wr obferved a variety of traps and cages, fome of them 
very ingenious, which the Daveina, or other Arabs, had fet 
to catch thefe birds, feveral of which we found dead in 
tlicfe fnarcs, and fome of them had not yet been touched 
by beafls; and as there was hut a fmall diftance between 
the traps and the water’s edge, which could only be an- 
fwcrablc to a few days evaporation, we with great rea- 
fon inferred, that the Daveina, or fome other Arabs, had 
been there a very (hort time before. We Found in the xo^vLd^ 
of the pool large green fhell-fnails, with the animals alisveill' 
them; fome of them weighed very near a pound^ m lyK 
tiling, but fize and thicknefs the fhcll, diflerent from 
common garden-fnails, 

VoL. IV. X t, Kot 
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Not a little alarmed af^this dilcovery that the Arabs 
were near us, we left lmhanzara at four o’clock in the eve¬ 
ning of the 2 ift, our journey moftly N. W.; at eight we loft 
our way, and were obliged to halt in a wood. Here we 
were terrified to find, that the water in our girbas was en¬ 
tirely gone ; whether by evaporation of the hot wind, or 
otherwife, I know not; but the fkin had the appearance of 
water in it, tilt its lightnefs in unloading difeovered the 
contrary. Though all the people were fick, the terror of 
being without water gave us fomething like alacrity, and* 
defire to puQi on. We fet out at eleven, but Hill wandered in 
the wood till three o’clock in the morning of the 2 2d, 
when \we were obliged again to alight. I realty then began 
to think we were loft. I ordered the girbas to be examin¬ 
ed : a large one which we had filled at Rafliid was entirely 
empty; and that one which we had partly filled at Imhan- 
aara on account of the badnefs of the water, had not much 
more in it than what kept liquid the mud which had been 
taken up with it. This, however, (bad as it was) was 
greedily guzzled up in a moment. The people who con¬ 
ducted the afics, feeing that we had fkins to contain plen¬ 
ty of water for us, had omitted to fill the fmall goat-lkin 
which each of’•them carried. A general murmur of fear 
and difeontent prevailed through our whole company; for 
we could have no guefs at the nearnefs or fituation of the 
next well, as we had loft our road; and fome of the ca¬ 
ravan even pretended that wc had pafted it. But thougli. 
wc had travelled thirteen hours, 1 cannot compute th» 
diftance to have been above, fourteen milcs^ 

This day, being the fixth from Ras cl Feel, at half af¬ 
ter five in the morning, we fet off in great defpondcncy ; 

and,. 
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and, upon the firft dawn of day, I fet pur route by the com-, 
pafs, and found it north and by eal^ or more easterly. This 
did not feem the probable road to Sennaar, after havings 
gone fo confiderably to the north-weft. But, before I could 
make much refledlion upon the obfervation, one of the ca¬ 
ravan declared he knew the road, and that we had gone 
very little out of it, and were now proceeding ftraight to 
the well. Accordingly, at half paft nine, we reached it; it 
is called Imgellalib *. There is great plenty of water, with . 
a leather-bucket, and a ftraw rope to draw it up, but it is 
very ill-tafted. However, the fear of dying with thirft, more 
than having materially fulFered from it, made every one 
prefs to drink; and the effetn: of this hurry was ygry foon 
f^en. Two Abyffinian Moors, a man and wonian, died after 
drinking; the man inftantly, and the woman a few minutes 
after; for my own part, though thirfty, I was fenfible I could 
hive Jield out a conliderable time without danger; and, 
inched, I did not drink till I had waflied my head, face, 
and neck all over. I then waflied my mouth and throat, 
and, having cooled myfelf, and in great meafure ^uaged 
my thirft, I then drank till I was completely fati&fied, but 
only by fmall draughts. I would have perfuaded all my 
companions to do the fame, but I was not heard; and one 
would have thought, like the camels, they had been drink¬ 
ing once for many days to come. Vet none of them had 
complained of thirft till they heard the girbas were empty4 
and it was not fixtccn hours fince they had drank at Im- 
Jianzara, and but twelve fincc the girbas were found to be 
dry, when we firft loft our way, and flopped in the wood. , 

X*x 2 The' 


• The word iignlfics tlie Well of Caravans ; I fuppolb of thofe which, like outs, biin24 
Cilt into Arbnra, for there is no other trade between the two oatlony. 
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Ths cxtenlive, and Vdry thick foreft, 'which had reached 
without intern^ion all the way from Tchcrkin, ended 
here at ImgellalR>^ The country is perfe<flly flat, and hath 
very little water. The foreft, however, though thick, af¬ 
forded no fort of fliade; the hunters, for the fake of their 
fport, and the Arabs, for deftroying the flies, having fet fire 
to all the dry grafs and flirubs, which, palling with 
great rapidity, in the direction of the wood from eaft to 
weft, though it had not time enough to deftroy the trees^. 
did yet wither, and occaCon every leaf that was upon them 
to fall, unlefs in thofe fpaces where villages had been, and 
where water was. In fuch fpots a number of large fpread- 
ing trees remained full of foliage, which, from their 
great height,- and being cleared of underwood, con¬ 
tinued in full verdure, loaded with large, projeding, and 
exuberant branches. But,even here, the pleafure that their 
lhadc afforded was very temporary, fo as to allow us no 
time for enjoyment. The fun, fo near the zenith, changed 
his azimuth fo rapidly, that every few minutes I was obli¬ 
ged to change the carpet on which I lay round the trunk 
of the tree, to which I had fled for fhelter; and, though 
I lay down to fleep, perfedly Ikrecned by the trunk,, 
or branches, I was prefently awakened by the violent rays 
of a fcorching fun, the fhade having paiTed beyond me;; 
jind this was particularly incommodious, when the trees, 
under which we placed ourfelves, were of the thorny kind,, 
very common in thofe forefts. ' The thorns, being all fcat- 
tered round the trunk upon the ground, made either chan- 
ging*pl»ce, or lying, equally uneafy ; fo that often, how¬ 
ever averfe we were to fatigue, with the effeds of the 
fimoom, we found, that, pitching the head of our tent, and 
fomedmes the whole of it, was the only poffible means of 

fecuring: 



THE SOHECE OF THE KIIE. 


349 


fecuring a permanent protedlion firom the fun’s opprdEye 
heat. In all other places, chough we had travelled con- 
ftantly in forefts, we never met with a tree that could fliade 
us for a rntmient, the fire having deprived them of aEthcie 
leaves. * 

-Late tibig$trgiU rupta- 
Ambitur nigris Meroe fcecunda colonit^ 

Lata conus bebmi j qua quamvis arbore multi: 

Frondeaty ajiatem nvlli fibi mitigat tmbr&^ 

Unea tarn re9um mundi ferit ilia leonenu 

LeCAKr 

Having refrefhed ourfelves for near two hours by th^ 
enjoyment of this water at Imgellalib, and raked a fuffiqient 
quantity of fand over the dead bodies of our two compa¬ 
nions, from piety and decency rather than for ufe, we aban¬ 
doned them to the hyasnas, who had already fmellcd the 
mortality, and were coming, two and three together, at the 
diftance of a long fhot from the well where we were then 
drinking. We fet out at eleven, our road being thro’ a very 
extenfive plain; and, at two in the afternoon, we alighted 
at another well, called Garigana; the water was bad, .and in 
fmall quantity. In this plain is lituated the principal’ 
village of Atbara, called Teawa. The thermometer, Hung 
under the camel,' in the fliade of the girba of water, had 
yet, ncverthelcfl,. varied within thefe three hours from 11 
to I ly-j. 

At five o’clock we left Garigana, our journey being flilt 
to the eaflward of north; and, at a quarter paft fix in the even- 
kig, arrived at the village of that name,whofe inhabitants had 

alt 
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all perifhed with hunger the year before; their wretched 
bones being all xmburied and fcattered upon the furfacc of 
the ground where the village formerly flood. We encamped 
among thebonesjof the dead; no fpace could be found free 
from them ; and on the 23d, at fix in the morning, full; of 
horror at this mlferable fpe< 5 lacle, we fot out]for Teawa: this 
was the feventh day from Ras id Feel. After an hour’s tra¬ 
velling we tcame to a fmall river, which Hill had water 
itanding in fome confiderable pools, although its banks 
were perfe^Uy defUtute of any kind pf ihade. 

At three quarters after feven in the evening we arrived 
at Teawa, the principal village and fefidence of the Shekh 
of Atbara, between three and four miles from the ruins of 
Garigana* The whole diftance, then, from Hor-Cacamoot, 
may be about fixty-five miles to Teawa, as near as I then 
could compute; tliatisj ffoni’Hor^Cacamoot to Rafhid, thir¬ 
ty-two miles,and from Rafhid to Teawa, thirty-three miles; 
but Rafhid from Hor-Cacamoot bears N. W. and by N. and 
the latitudes are• 


Teawa, 

lat. 


2' 4." N. 

Hor-Cacamoot, 


* 3 “ 

* 33 

Difference, 

lat. 

1“ 

0 31 


The difference of longitude is then but five or fix miles ; fo 
that Teawa is very little to the weftward of due north from 
'Hor-Cacamoot, and nearly in the fame meridian with Ras 
el peel, which is four miles weft of Hor-Cacamoot. From 
to Teawa, but e^ecially from ImgelJalib, we 
^ i ' went 
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went always 10 the eaftward of north. From Teawa we 
obferved the following bearings and diftaaces i 

Beyla, W. S. W. about 28 miles at fartheR. 

Hafib, S. and by W. 

Jibbel Imfiddera, S. about 8 miles, where is good water,- 

Mendera, N. 48 miles; indifferent water from deep weljsi 

Rafliid, S. nearly 33 miles; plenty of good water all the 
year. 

Jibbel Ifriff, E, N. E. about three mites ; water. 

Jibbel Attefh and Habharras, W. and by N. between 50 
and 60 miles. 

Sennaar, W. and by N. as far as we could guefs about 70 
miles. 

Guangue River, from 14 to 16 milfes due eafh. 

Derkin,. E. N. E. about 27 miles* 

At Garigana, feveral of our caravan, with their aJTes and* 
loading of fait, left us, either afraid of, entering Teawa, qr 
bccaufc their friends dwelt at Jibbel Ifriff, where the clan 
of Jehaina were then encamped, being afraid of the Arabs 
Daveina, who^ tlie preceding year, had dedroyed all the- 
crops and villages that belonged to them, or ratheififc-eaped 
them for their own advantage.' The whole tribe of Jehaina 
is greatly their inferiors in all refpedls, and as by affem- 
bling upon Jibbel Ifriff, a low though very rugged ridge- 
of hills, abounding in water, where the pits in which they 
hide their grain were, and where, too, they had depofited 
the principal of their effects, they had given this pledge o€ 
mutual afliftance to the inhabitants of Teawa in cafe of an 
attack from thofe great deftroyers the Daveina,. 
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The Davcina being Arabs, who conftantly'live in tents, 
bear a mortal enmity to all who inhabit villages, and, as 
occafion offered, had deftroyed, ftarved, and laid wafte the 
greateft part of Atbara« They had been outlawed by the 
g;overnmem of Sennaar for having joined Yafous U. upon 
.the expedition againft that kingdom. They had ever fincc 
been well-received by the Abyflinians, lived independent, 
and in perpetual defiance of the government of Sennaar.* 
They had often threatened Teawa, but had given the Shekh 
of Beyla an affurance of friendfliip ever fince Yafine had 
married a daughter of that Shekh* 

The ftrength of Teawa was about 25 horfe, of which 
about ten were armed with coats of mail. They had about a 
•dozen of firelocks, very contemptible fromihe order in which 
they were kept, and Hill mcM'e fo from the hands that bore 
them. The reft of the inhabitants might amount to twelve 
hundred men, naked, miferable, and defpkable Arabs, like 
the reft of thofe that live in villages, who are much infe¬ 
rior in courage to the Arabs that dwell in tents : weak as 
its.ftate was, it'was the feat of government, and as fuch a 
certain degree of reverence attended it. Fidele, the Shekh 
of Atb^a, was reputed by his own people a man of courage ; 
this had been doubted at Sennaar. Welled Haflfan, his father, 
had been employed by Naffer the fon, late king of Sennaar, 
In the murder of his father and fovereign Baady, which 
he had perpetrated, as I have already mentioned. Such was 
the ftate of Teawa. Its confequence was only to remain 
till the Daveina lliould refolve to attack it, when its corn¬ 
fields being burnt and deftroyed in a night by a multitude 
of horfemen, the bones of its inhabitants fcattered upon 
4 - the 
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the eanh, would be all its remains, like thofe of the mi- 
ierable village of Garigana. 

I HAVE already obferved, in the beginning of the journey, 
that the Shekh of the Arabs Nile, who refided in Abyllinia, 
near Ras el Feci, lince the expedition of Yafous, had warned 
me, at Hor-Cacamoot, to diflruft the’fair promifes afid 
friendly profcllions of Shekh Fidele, and had, indeed, 
railed fuch doubts in my mind, that, had not the Daveina 
been parted from Sim Sim, (or the confines of Abyllinia) 
though there would have been a rilk, that if, coming with 
that tribe, I lliould have becn-ill received atSennaar, I never- 
thclefs would have travelled with them, rather than by 
Teawa ; but the Daveina were gone. 

The Shekh of Atbara, having no apparent intercR to 
deceive us, had hitherto been a friend as far as words would 
go,and Iiad promifed every thing that remained in his power; 
but, for fear of the worfi, Nile had given us a confidential 
man, who was related to the jehaina and to the principal 
Shekh of that tribe. Tliis man condudled an afs, loaded with 
fait, among the other Arabs of the caravan,and was to fet ofiT 
to Ras el Feel upon the firlt appearance of danger, vraich he 
was to learn by coming once in two days, or oftner, either 
to Teawa, v;hcrc he was no farther known than as being 
one of the Jehaina, or to the river, where my Soliman was 
to meet him at the pools of water; but his fecret was only 
known to Soliman, myfclf, and a Greek fervant, Michael. 
From leaving llor-Cacamoot, he had no perfonal interview 
with me ; but the night, when wc were like to perilli for 
thiril in the wood, he had fent me, by Soliman, privately, 
a horn-full of water, which he had in his goat’s Ikin, and 
VoL. IV. y y . foe 



for which I had rewarded him handfomely in the 
glad of diar opportunity of confirming'him in his duty. 

This man we fet olF to Jibbel IfrilF, as a^ftranger, witlx. 
orders nor to come to us till the third day; for We were 
well-perfuaded, whatever the end was to be, that our firll. 
reccj.'tion wo^ te a* gracious one# Indeed we were all of 
us inclined to believe, that our fufpicions of Fidele Shekh of 
Atbara, and oif his intentions towards us, were rather the- 
efFeds of the fear that Sltekh Nile had infufed into us, than 
any apprehension which we could reafonably form after fo) 
many promifes ;• at the fame time, it was agreed on all. 
hands, that, life being at ftake; we could not be too careful* 
in providing ineans that could,, if the word happened,,at: 
the lead diminiiliour^niL 
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CHAP. V. 

"^JrattfaBions at. Teawa—Attempts of the Shekh to detain the Auibof^ 
there—Adminifter Medicines to him and his Wives--^arious Convet^ 
fations with bim^ and Inftances of bis 'Treacberj, 

A t the pafTage of the fmall river, about a quarter of a 
mile from Teawa, we were met by a man on horfe- 
back, cloathed with a large, loofe gown of red camlet, or 
fome fuch ftulF, with a white muflin turban upon his head, 
and about ao naked, beggarly fervartts on foot, with lanqes, 
but no ihields; two fmall drums were beating, and a pipe 
playing before them. He llopt upon my coming near them, 
and afleded a delicacy in advancing to falute me, he be¬ 
ing on horfcback, and I upon a naule, for my horfe was'led. 
behind, faddled and bridled, with>a loofe blue cloth cover¬ 
ing him. . Soliman, wim firft accofted him, told him it was 
the cuftom of Abylfinia not to mount liorfes but in rime of 

y y a war. 
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war, upon which he immediately difmounted, and, upon^ 
feeing this, I alighted likewife. We faluted one another 
very courteoufly. He was a man about fcventy, with a 
very long beard, and of a very graceful appearance. It was 
with the utmoft difficulty I could'prevail upon him to mount 
his horfe, as he declared his intention was to walk by the 
fide of my mute rill he entered the town of Tcawa. This 
being over-ruled, by an invincible obftinacy on my part, he 
was at laft conftrained to mount on horfeback, which he 
did with an agility only to be expec'led from a young maui 
of twenty.. 

Being mounted, he ffiewed us a variety of paces on horfej 
back. All this, toev, was counted a humiliation and polite- 
nefs on his part, as playing tricks, and prancing on horfe¬ 
back, is never done but by young men before their elders,, 
or by meaner people before their fuperiors. We paFcd by 
a very commodious- houfe, where he ordered my fervants 
to unload my baggage, tliat being the refidence affigned 
for me by the Shekh, He and I, with Soliman on foot by 
the fide of my mule, crofied an open fpace of about five 
hundred yards, where the market is kept; he protefted a 
thoufand times by the way, what a ffiame it was to him to 
appear on horfeback, when a ^reat tnan like me was riding; 
on a mule.. 

A.LITTLE after, having pafied this fquare, we came to the: 
Shekh’s houfe, or rather a collection of houfes, one florey 
high, built with canes ; near the ftreet, at entering, there 
was a, large hall of unbumt brick, to which we afeended 
by four or five fteps. The hall was a very decent one, co¬ 
vered, with ftraw-mats; and there was in the middle of it,, 

a.chair,, 
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X chair*, urdcrftood to be the place of the grand fignior, 
Tlic Shckh I'inifclf was fitting on the grou):d ic;r hiimility^g ■ 
fake, reading the Koran, or pretending to read it. At our' 
entry he fcc ined to be furprifed, and made an attempt as • 
if to rife up, which immediately I prevented him from doing, 
holding him down by the hand, which I killed. 

I SHALL not fatigue the reader with the uninterelllng. 
converfation that, palTcd at this lirft interview. He afTefl-- 
ed to admire my lizc and apparent flrcngth, introduced 
fomc lool'c liints about Abyflinian women; and, in ge¬ 
neral, pretended to blame me for exp.oling myfelf to tra¬ 
vel in I'uch a country. In return, I complained of the ex¬ 
treme fatigue of the journey and heat, the bealls of prey, 
the thick woods without flaadc, the want of water, and, 
above all, the poifonous blafls of the fimoom that had al- 
moh overcome me, the effeds of,,which I was at that in-- 
flant feeling. 

He then blamed himfelf very politely, in a manner na¬ 
tural to the Arabs, for having fulTercd me to come to him 
before I had reppfed myfelf, which he excufed by his dclire 
of feeing fo great a man as me. He faid alfo, that he 
would detain me no longer; bid me repofe a day or two 
in quiet and in fafety ; and, upon*ny riling to go away, he 
got up likewife, and holding me by the hand, faid,The 

greatell 


* It is the cuflom, ia all places where the governor Is invefted with fupfeme, power, tb' 
have an arm-chair left empty in the middle of the hall where Juflice is admiuUleicd,' whick''' 
jcprefcnts the foverelgjp, aad tO Yfilich obelfancc is made. 
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greateft part of the dangers you have pa^d in the way 
are, I believe, as yet unknown to you. Your Moor, Yafihe, 
of Ras el Feel, is a thief worfe than any in Habefli. Se- 
•veral times you efcapcd very narrowly, by Caere chance, 
from being cut off, efpecially at, Rafliid, by the Arabs Da- 
-veina, whoiri Yaiine had polled there to murder you. But 
you have a clean heart, and clean hands. God faw their 
^efigns, and protefted you.; and, I may fay alfo, on mj 
vown part, t was not wanting.” 

Bmaro then on my legs for retiring, I returned no an- 
iwer, biit the ufual one (CJllah Kerim) /. e. God is merciful. 
Soliman, on the other fide, echoed, XJtlab Kerim /” by which 
I fav/ he underftood me. We bodi Went out, and were 
.condudod to the apartment provided ,by the old man in 
the red cloak, who* met us on pur firft arjrival at the river, 
and who now walked before me till we came to the houfe, 
it was a very decent one, confilling only of one large room, 
and Rood clofe upon the river. This fituation was chofen 
with an intention to keep open the cori’efpondcnce with the 
Shekh of Nile’s fervant, whom we had fent to thejehaina, 
and who occafionally was to meet us there ^ but Soliman 
-told the old man, it was heceffary to me, on account of fre¬ 
quent ablutions before prayer, which my religion obliged 
me to perform. This bid man was called Hagi Soliman 
Kaiya, that is, the Shekh^'Lieutenant, He had been at 
Mecca, and had leen Metical Aga, and knew his poll and 
confequence ; hut he was a mtftderer and robber like his 
mailer, a liar and dillcmbier bej^nd all conception. 

We had Icarcc taken polTcilionof our lodging, or thrown 
off our clothes to put ourlelvqs at our eafe, when feveral 
a Haves 
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flave» of both: fexesi brought us a quantity of diflies of 
meat from the Shekh, with many flattering compliments- 
and good' wifhcs. The whole was difpatchcd very fpeedily,, 
and fome of our poor companions of the caravan, Svith the 
lalt, came and,helped us very thankfully, without ceremony,, 
as is the cuflom of the country. When.all was over,.! was 
aftonifhed at one young man, who came and put his mouth, 
clofe to my ear, faying thefe few words in Arabic, “ Seitan 
Eidele ! el Shekh el Atbara Seitan!” i. e. f idelc is a devil! 
the Shekh of Atbara.is the devil himfelf! 

All llrangers were now difmifled, under pretence of our 
going immediately to repofe. We had, indeed,.much need: 
of reft in our prefent fituation, but Hill more of council, for 
which we immediately aflemblcd by (^rfelves, after having, 
fliut the door. I alked Soliman what he thought of tlie* 
Shekh of Atbara, and his difeourfe- He anfwered, without 
hclitation, “ He is a traitor, has deceived. Yafine,.and means- 
you ill.” The wordf^reat fo often applied to me—-the 
abufe beftowed upon Yafine, whom in his letters he had 
called his dear brother—the wondering that I canic that 
way, after, in his letters, and by his fervants, he had fo often 
perfuaded us, while at Ras el Feel, that it was the heft, nay,, 
the only road poflible j.all tliis united together,feemed to leave 
us no doubt but that we had fallen into a trap, from whicbi 
our own.adlivity and refolutions, under the prbtediaon of: 
Providence,..could alone releafe us.. 

It may be remembered that, fome time before our fett-ihg^ 
out from Ras el Feel, I had difpatchcd a fervant with the 
Baveina to Sennaar, whom they wqre to efcort as far as Bey* 
la;, and-they had configned him into the. hands of Maho^ 

met;. 
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met, Shekh of Bey la, who was to forward him to Sennaai-, 
and this he certainly would have done immediately without 
delay, but for a misfortune that happened, and entirely dif- 
concerted the plan. The Daveina, on their way to Beyla, 
had heird that an encampment of Arabs, (who ufually, 
at this time, occupy the banks of the Nile) had come eaft- 
ward towards Atbara. Whether the Daveina intended to 
attack thefe Arabs, or were afraid the Arabs intended to 
fall upon them, I know not; but they returned weftward 
to the left, inflead of coming to Beyla ; they fent my fer- 
vant forward, after fomc lofs of time, and Mahomet, Shekh 
of Beyla, had forwarded him to Sennaar. Here, too, he was 
detained by Shekh Adelan, the firft miniftcr, who happened 
tlien not to be at Sennaar, but levying taxes upon the Arabs. 
This we did not know at that time; fo every moment we 
expeded his arrival. We were difappointed, likewife, ir. not 
finding a fervant of the Shekh of Beyla waiting for us, who 
was to inform us of the fituation of the country about Bey¬ 
la. This we more wondered at, bccaufe, being ill of the 
gravel, he had exprefled himfelf very anxious, in his letter to 
Yafme, to hive fomc lime-water, which his fervant was to 
get from me at Tcawa. Wc did not then know, as we foon 
afterwards did, that this fervant had been vraiting for us at 
Teawa, and that Shekh Indele had informed him that I was 
no longer coming by Atbara, but that Coque Abou Barca had 
fent me, under the care of fomc CJanjar horfe, ilraight down 
the Dcnder from Kuara; fo that the Shekh of Beyla did not 
exped to fee me. 

All this being unknown to us, Wc were in con flan t ex- 
pcebation qf fervahts from Sennaar, and the mclTagc from the 
SUekh of Beyla. But, as we all agreed we were in danger^ 
4 "we 
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we refolved, the next day, at meeting Shekh el Nile’s fervant, 
to difpatch him to Ras el Feel, requiring Yafine to fend 
fome perfon, as from the king or Ay to Confu, to alk the rea- 
foh of our being detained, and to be a witnefs of the Shekh’s 
behaviour and our departure. In the mean time, we de¬ 
termined to make our interviews with him as few as polli- 
blc, till fome afliflancc fhould arrive. Soliman met the 
Shekh el Nile’s fervant, and gave him the letter he was to 
carry to Yafine, explaining himfelf to the Arab by word of 
mouth. 

On the night of the 24th of March, the day after our ar¬ 
rival, our difpatch fet off from Jibbel Ifriff for Ras el Feel; 
where he arrived fafely, but found Yafine was gone to Ay- 
to C'.onfu at Tcherkin, elfe he would certainly have been 
the firft to bring us comfort, for he had executed his com- 
niiffion with great fidelity. This day I had ftaid in the 
houfe, being ill of the fimoom ; but had fent to Fidele, to let 
him know I fhould wait upon him next day, having as yet 
given him no prefent, and being defirous to know what 
effedt that might have. 

On the 25th, at four o’clock I waited upon the Shekh ac¬ 
cordingly, in his own houfe. Soliman the Moor, Hagi 
Ifmael the Turk, who, befides, was a Ihcrriffe, and my Greek 
fervant, were along with me. I gave the Shekh, fbr a pre¬ 
fent, a large piece of blue Indian cotton cloth, with gold 
flowers, a filk and cotton fafli, about two ounces of civet, 
two pounds of nutmegs, and ten pounds of pepper. He 
received the prefents veiy gracioufly to appearance, and laid 
all the articles down befidc him. I defired that he would 
difpatch me as foon as poffible, and, for that end, be pre- 

VoL. IV. Z z paring 
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paring the camels. He anfwered, the camels were fifteea 
days journey off, in the fandy defert, for fear of the flies ; 
but that the want of them fhould not detain us, if he had 
leave from Sennaar, for which he was to write that night. 
He added, that they always were exceedingly tedious at Sen^ 
naar, and both the town and road were, at prefent, in a 
very unfettlcd fl.ate. I told him, I was furprifed at this, as 
Hagi Bclal had written to Yafine and myfelf alfo, in a letter 
(then in my cuftody) that orders were gone both to him 
and the Shckh of Beyla, to receive me kindly, and forward 
me fafely and fpeedily to Sennaar: that he himfelf had con- 
fclTcd this to Yafine in a letter written to him from Teawa,. 
defiring that I would come fpeedily, as he had every thing 
ready, which letter I myfelf had read: Fidcle fcemed in 
the utmoft furprife at this. He lifted up bis hands and 
eyes, as if I had been telling the grcatell of lies. He faid, 
“ he never wrote a letter about me to Yafine in his life ; or, 
at Icaft, not this yearthat it was all a forgery of Yafine, 
knowing that 1 had a quantity of gold with me, to get 
me out into the defert, to rob and murder me there ; tliat I 
might fee he never could receive fuch orders, or clfc it 
would have been as much as his life was worrh, not to 
have prepared to difpatch me immediately; but fo far from 
that, fays he, feek all over, the town, and if you find one 
camel, or any other number, 1 will make you a prefent of 
them all, for this is entirely a forgery of Yafine..” 

SoMMAN could bear this no longer. He told Fidele,. 
“ Tlia,! it was Ire who was a forger and a liar, not Yafine. 
Will you perfuade me that I do not know of your letter co 
Yafine I Have not your fervants Ibrahim and NalTer lived 
with us at Ras el Feel for weeks together as bearers of thefie 

lettersj,. 
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letters, which I have feen in their hands before reading, 
and alfo read them afterwards ? Was I not fpeaking to them 
both this morning abo«t the letters ? and are not they juft 
now wailing without ? If you have a mind to call them in, 
and queftion them, do it now before me. What do you 
think Yaline will fay when he hears of the fine charaiSler 
you give him ?” “ Soliman, replies the Shekh, in a very foft 
tone of voice, I may have forgotten, in the many letters and 
affairs that pafs through my hands in a day; but Yafine is 
my brother, and I will do every thing for him and you 
that you could vvifli: flay only this week, and if my camels 
do not arrive, I will fend and take them from the Arabs, 
wherever they can be found. They are for the king’s bufi- 
Mcfs, and not mine.” He faid this with fuch an air of can¬ 
dour and fincerity, that it was impofSblc to doubt him. 

On the afiih, I went in the foi*enoon to fee the Shekh; I 
iat a few minutes with him, then rofe to go away. He 
then inquired if I had any thing particular to afk t I an- 
fwered, I had notliing but to pay my compliments to him. 
He made me a very civil bow, and I took my leave. Next 
day, the 27th, I flaid in the houfe all day, it being the Shekh’s 
fcitival. In the evening, the old man, who was the Kaiya, 
came to my houfe with compliments from the^hekh. He 
told me Fidclc was often ill with complaints in the llomach, 
and liintctl that it was from exceffive drinking. He wifhed 
that 1 Would give him form medicine to vomit him, and 
rcilore his appetite, which he had perfe( 51 iy loft. The old 
man adiled, that this was the way to make the Shekh do 
wlrat 1 wifhed, fooner than all the prefents in the world. 
I told him, tliat lie might a.ffure Fidele, that I both could, 
and ivould do him that fcrvice, and for that purpofc would 
wait upon him at 6 o'clock next evening, 

Z z 2 Qjf 
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On the 28th, in'the evening I went to the Shah’s houfc 
witli the medicine, and it anfwered all our expedlations. I 
obferved, however, when the cup^with the ipe-cacuanha 
was in his hands, that they trembled, and alfo his under 
lip. He was appJtrently at that time uilder fome apprehen- 
fion, which his conicience fuggefted, of what it was in my 
power to do to him. In thefe countries they have an eme¬ 
tic which they take occalionally, which operates fo violently, 
that it often throws them into convulfions. What it may 
be I know not. Some fay it is the fmall feed of a flower 
like the poppy; fome, the pith of a tree, after it has 
been dried and rubbed into a fine powder by the hand ; 
whatever it may be, it is fo fevere in proportion to the 
ftrongell doze of ipecacuanha, that the latter feemed but 
like a fport in comparifon. The eafe that warm w^ter oc- 
cafioned, which he had never experienced before, was fo 
unexpejftcd, that he could hardly be fatisfied with drinking. 
After this was over, all was thankfulnefs, and promifes of 
doing whatever I fliould defire of him, provided I would 
adminifler two or three dozes more to him, and, if he for¬ 
warded me quickly, leave him fome of the powder, with 
diredtions how to take it in my abfence. This I engaged 
faithfully to do, and we parted apparently the beft friends 
in the world. 

The 29th, early in the morning, before fun-rife, I had a 
meflTage from him again by the Kai^ a, to whom I gave 
coffee at the door while I was drefling. He told me, the 
Shekh was wonderfully well, and never in fuch health and 
fpirits in his life, but defired that I would come to him in the 
evening, for two of his wives were ill of the fame diforder 
that he had. I excufed myfelf, under pretence that it was 

Sunday, 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 365 

Sunday, my feftival, and that I never went out upon any 
bufinefs. 

This excufe pafled as to the Shekh, but at noon a black 
common Have came down with a meflage from her inif- 
treffes, who thought the anfwcr given to the Kaiya was a 
refufal. They faid, they were forry if I had not meat to my 
liking; that they drefled it with tlieir own hands every day 
in the beft manner pollible, but they would alter it in 
any refpedl I chofe, if I would inftrutft them. I foon found 
how neceflary it was to content my benefa<ftrelles. I ex¬ 
plained my anfwer to the Shekh about Sunday ; but afTured 
them, that on Monday evening 1 fhould be with them, to 
vomit them till tliey were perfe< 5 lly fatisfied; in the mean 
time, 1 took a fmall cup, which I filled with civet, and fent 
it by the Have to her miftrelTes; giving likewife, at the 
fame time, two handfuls of pepper for herfelf. 

On the 30th, in the evening I went to the Shekh’s houfe 
accoi'ding to promife, and was carried into a large room, 
where he was fitting alone, fmoaking in an alcove ; I fup- 
pofe meditating future mifehief, for he had no other ap¬ 
parent employment. He was perfectly fober, however, and 
feemed rather thoughtful; was very civil, and thanked me 
in an unufual firain of kindnefs, for the care I had taken 
of his family. I alkcd him if he was recovered ? He declared, 
he had never been fo well in his life as fince I had given 
him the laft vomit; but that he had received very bad news 
from Sennaar, that Mahomet Abou Calec (the firft miniller) 
had taken the greateft part of the horfe and troops, and was 
gone to Kordofan, a very difiant province, furrounded with 
deferts, where he governed independently ; and by his man- 
3 ners 
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aiers and difcourfe fceAied refolved to withdraw Iiimfelf 
from his duty to the king: That Shekh Adclan, his young¬ 
er brothe;:, with the remaining troops» had left Sennaar, 
and was encamped at Aira, a few miles from the town, where 
he too governed defpotically by his own will; it being the 
prerogative of the minifter to have abfolute power as foon 
as he has left the capital, and put himfelf at the head of 
the army, for levying the tax from the Arabs; but that he had 
parted with the king on terms very little fliort of rebellion. 
He then faid, “ Since this is the cafe, that Providence has 
thrown your lot here, that you cannot go forward to Sen- 
naar, nor back to Abyflinia, if you will refolve to flay with 
jne, and turn Mahometan, which is the only true religion, 
I will give you my daughter for your wife, and you fhall 
be fccond man in the government of Teawa ; and as my 
intention'is to go next year to Mecca, you fliall then be 
appointed to the government of Atbara, while I go to Sen- 
jiaar, and procure an office fitter for an old man.” 

ALTH-aucjH I feldom, in my life, was lefs inclined to mer¬ 
riment, I affeiTled to break out into a loud fit or laughter; 
at whii-h he'looked grave, feeming to take it ill, and afking 
me if 1 jaugited at him ? “ Exadlly I’o, faid I, at you ; 1 was 
laughing to think that a man fet over a province to govern 
it, like you, fhould yet know fo little of mankintl as to ima¬ 
gine one like me capable of turning renegado. You may 
deny it for fome purpofe of your own, but I know you are 
well informed of the degree of favour and honour in which 
I was whilfl in Abyflinia, where I had every thing that I 
defiled. Tliey were people of my religion, and yet I never 
could confenteithertoflay with them or marry among them,. 
3 iVhat then could be my inducement to marry here, to 
3 change 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 367 

change my religion, and live in a country where there is 
nothing but poverty, mifery, famine, fear, and dependence?” 
“ Hearken, fays he, you are a fool; this country is a thou- 
fand times healthier and fweeter than Abyflinia; but,fince 
you wont take my advice, 1 fhall fay no more; come and 
fee my Harem*.”—“ With all my heart, replied I, as far as 
that I will go, and fhall be happy to do both you and your 
family all the good 1 can.” 

The Shekh went before me, through fevcralapartments,, 
well proportioned, but very meanly furnifhed, flovenly, and 
in bad order. This was the part of the houfe that belong¬ 
ed to himfclf, and formed one fide of a fquare. We crolled 
the fquare to the oppofite fide, where there were fevcral a- 
partments furnifhed in a much better flyle. The floors 
•were all covered with Turkey carpets. In an alcove fat one 
of his wives upon the ground, with anumberof black flaves 
about her. Her face was uncovered ; the circle made wav 
for me; fo that, firft putting ray hand to my lips, I touched 
th end of her fingers with the end of mine. In the mean 
time, the Shekh had brought a fccond wife from another 
apart ;te)it, and fet her down befide the firft. They were 
both women paft the middle age, feemed to have a great 
many flaves attending them, but never had been hand- 
fomc. One of them, I learned afterwards, was daughter to 
the firft minifter Shekh Adelan. 

t 

I THOUGHT it necefiary to explain myfclf a little with Fi- 
dele. You know, Shekh, faid I, it is not always that you 

andl 


• The houle where they keep their womea. 
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and I agree, and though I have lived many years with peo¬ 
ple of your religion of all ranks, yet I am far from knowing 
what are the manners of Atbara; what will offend you or 
them; or what not; for, as I have no view but your good 
and theirs, I would not expofe myfelf to any ill ufage to 
which a midake of your cuftoms may fubjedt me. In fliort, 

I muft alk thefe ladies a number of queftions, which, if you 
choofe to hear, you may, but no perfon elfe mull, as is the 
cuftom of my country.” “ What has he to do with us and 
our phyfician ? faid the eldell of the two; all his bulinefs is 
to pay you money when you have made us well.” “ What 
would become of him, fays Adelan’s daughter, if wc were 
to be ill ? he would llarve for want of people to make ready 
his meat,”—^Aye, and his drink too, fays the other, which 
he is fonder of than his meat.”—“ No, no, fays Shekh Fidele, 

' in pcrfedl good humour, we know you, Hakim ; you are 
not like us; alk them all the queftions you pleafe, 1 neither 
wifli nor intend to hear them; I hear too much of them 
every day againftmy will, and only wilh to God you would 
cure them or make them dumb altogether, and then they 
will not teaze me with their illnefs any longer; a fick wo¬ 
man is plague fuflicient for a devil.”—“ Then, clear the 
room, faid I, in the lirft place, of all thefe idle womcn-fer- 
vants; only leave two or three of the fteadieft Haves to ferve 
their miftreffes.” He did not feem at a lofs how to do this, 
for he took up a fhort whip, or fwitcli, which lay at hand, 
and happy were they who got firll to the door. I faw among 
thefe a genteel female figure, covered from head to foot, 
whom Fidele pulled in with his hand, after he had pullicd 
the others out of the door, faying, “ Come in, Aifcach and 
immediately after this he went away. 


I WAS 
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I WAS very £enfil:^ tbiit I was playing A far^ Upon which 
a, vciy great deal depended. Though in thefe countries 
the daughters of tuiniilers and great «ien are given to in¬ 
feriors, this is only with a view of having them .provided 
for; they are ipies upon their huihands, and keep up 
the eonfequence of tlieir birth in their husband’s houfe 
even after they are married, and this I underftood was 
precifely the cafe with Adclan’s dat\gKter. Notwithftand- 
ing the bad charadler I had of Fidele, 1 knew he durft 
not rob me, without murdering me alfo; and I was furc 
he did not dare to do either, if it was once known that I 
was arrived in the dominions of Sennaar; and this his 
wife could inform Adelan her father of, whenever fiie plea- 
fed. This was then the firft ftep towards lafety, 

I SHALL not trouble my reader with a repetition of my 
medical inquiries, nor the complaints of ladies, which 
arc properly fccrets with me, though at the diftance of At- 
bara. The ipecacuanha operation gave high fatisfadlibn. 
It was now happily terminated; but, whilft it was admi- 
niilering, I obferved the figure, who till then appeared co¬ 
vered, had unveiled her face and head down to her Ihoul- 
ders ; and foon after one of the flaves, her attendant, as in 
play, pulled off the remaining part of the veil that cover¬ 
ed her. I was aftoniflicd at the fight of fo much beauty. 
Her hair, which was not woolly, but long, and in great 
quantity, was braided and twifled round like a crown up¬ 
on the top of her head, ornamented with beads, and the 
fmall white Guinea-flicUs, commonly known here by the 
name of blackamoor’s teeth, bhe had plain rings of 
gold in her ears, and four rows pf gold chain about her 
neck, to which was hung a number of fequins pierced { 
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the reft of her drefs was a blue Ihift, which hung loofely 
about her, and covered her down to her feet, though it 
was not very rigoroufly nor very clofely difpofed all below 
her neck. She was the talleft of the middle fize, and not yet 
fifteen years of age; her whole features faultlefs; they might 
have ferved alone for the ftudy of a painter all his life, if he 
was in feareh of abfolute beauty. Her mother being an 
Arab of the tribe of Jehaina, her complexion was a dark 
brown. Such was the beautiful Aifcach, daughter of the 
eldeft of the ladles that I was then attending. 

Neither ficknefs nor medicine could prevent thofe whoj 
were prefent from difcovering plainly how exceedingly I 
was difconeertcd. Adelan's daughter faid to me. You will 
think nothing of the women in Atbara, after fo long a ftay 
in Abyffinia; but the women in Europe, they fay, are fo 
white, that they are the handfomeft of all. I never 
was lefs perfuaded of that truth than at prefent, faid I 
and I lee perfe<ftly you obferve it. “ Aye, aye, fays her 
motherj and fo we do; if Aifcach was ill, you would take 
better care of her than of either of us.” “ Pardon me^, 
faid I, Madam; if the beautiful Aifcach was ill, I fcdl I 
fliould myfelf be fo much afteited as not to be able to at¬ 
tend her at all.!’ 

AiscAcn made the moft gracious inclination with her* 
head, to Ihew flie was perfeiftly fenfible of the compliment 
The women laughed out aloud. “ Send for Yafinc and 
your horfe from Ras el Feel, cries a voice behind me laugh¬ 
ing, but fpeaking perfe<fl: good Amharic; take her away, 
and carry her back with you to Abyffinia, I’ll go with you 
with* alt my heart, and.fo wUI lhc, I fwcar to you,” I turn¬ 
ed 
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cd with furprife to the pcrfon that fpoke the language^ 
which I had not heard fpoken of late. “ is a poor 
Chriftian Have, fays the eldeft of Fidele’s wives, taken by 
the Jehaina when the Mek Baady was defeated in his re¬ 
turn to Sennaar; fhe is a foolilh, but merry creature, as you 
fee.” All our diet and regimen being fettled, I took my 
leave, and was attended to the door by the Abyllinian Have 
and Aifcach, who feemed to be very much her friends 
When fhe came to the outer door, fhe covered herfelf again 
with her veil, from head to foot, as before, faying, in a low 
voice. Shall we not fee you to-morrow ? 

•On the 31 ft of March, Fidele again infifted upon under¬ 
going another experiment of the ipecacuanha. I waited up* 
on him at the fame hour as before, curious to know what 
he would fay to me about his wives. Upon my inquiring 
after them, he only anfwcred, that they were well; and 
when coffee was brought, before I went away, told me* 
that he knew perfedtly well, from Ras el Feel, that, when 
I fet out from thence, I had difpofed, in various boxes and 
chefts, (which I pretended were inftruments) 2000 ounces of 
gold, befides variety of cloth of gold, and other valuable 
things for prefents; and as all this was now in his power, 
he could not think me mad enough to refufe him 500 piaf- 
tres, which were only 50 of thefe ounces I carried with 
me ; that, if I gave them to him civilly, he would forwai'd 
me to Sennaar in two days ; if not, I was in his hands, and 
he could cafily take the whole by force, and after difpofe of 
me as he pleafed. 

Well done ! out with it! faid I; this is but what I knew 
long to be in your heart. But let me fet you right; 1 have 
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not three ounces of gold in all my polRlEon. It is of no“» 
ufc to me in my countr}'; take all my cafes and boxes,, 
and fearch them ; the gold that you find there I freely give’ 
you, and without referve. As for the cloth of gold, which 
I have, it is a prefent from the king of Abyffinia to the king 
of Sennaar, to be delivered with his letter. I have likewife a 
prefent to Shekh Adelan, with a letter to him;, and feme 
other trifles for Sennaar, prefents to people in government: 
look at them; if you think they‘are too great, apply to your’ 
CMvn ufe what part of them you pleafe, and account with. 
the king and Adchn for what you take from them, with 
your rcafon for fo doing, The little money I may want at 
Sennaar, Hagi Bclal, Metical Aga’s lervant from Mecca, will 
fiUnifli me with, .and, upon my letter, will take payment for 
the amount'from my countrymen on board the Eafl India 
ihipa at Jidda* As for force, do not deceive yourfclf; if all 
thofeoafos were gold it never would be in yoiu- power to open. 
©ne of them. Do not think that I am a girl or a child ; con- 
fiderthe dangea* and difficulties I have pafTed,under God’s pro- 
t€< 5 tion only, and by my own force and courage: I am well: 
armed, and have bfsrre men about me, fo try your force 
when you pleafe. I dare, fay you will keep yourfclf out of 
danger, to give an account of vour brave exploit to the king 
of Sennaar afterwards.” I then arofe, and faid, “Good: 
evening.” The Shekh called after me to flay. I faid, “ Ano¬ 
ther time and immediately left him. 

VTe had hitherto been fupplied plentifully with provi- 
fions from the Shekh’s houfc once a-day. When I came 
home at night, I found that after Magrib, which is after fun- 
fet, a large llore had been fent by the ladies from the 
Chekh’s houfc, as acknowledgements for the attention I had ; 

paid 
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pafd them; but no particular mellage, except than that 
they had been exceedingly well after they medicines, and 
hoped I would not abandon them, but fee them again. 
Greek fervant of mine, who knew perfccftly their cullomSy. 
had anfwered, that 1 certainly would wait upon them when , 
the Shekli Ihould defire me fo to do.- 

The weather was extremely hot, and people, avoiding Am?* 
fliinc, of tlie day, generally fat up the whole of the night, 
enjoying the otily hours when it was poffible to breathe free- 
I\, It wa-, about clevcii o’clock at night, wlien the old KaiyX^ 
wii-. u'i I never Taw but upon »‘hefc occ*ifions, came to jjoe 
tor cufi'cc, of -1^ hich he drank at lead twenty difhes every 
viiit. He appeared at firil very moderate, and, as he pre- 
' ’ ' frier !. Br: immediately afterwards, being feat- 

i” iv’ a-h n.’ng i -ew kind of air and tone of voice, he 
n p! no ; n.c .ouuthy for my behaviour to the Shekh that 
day. He exu^lled liim highly for his generofity, coiiriige,. 
and his great intereft at Sennaar from his father’s merits,, 
and from his having married Shekh Adclan’s daughter. 
He laid, it was the greateft prefumption, in a fet of infidels 
like us, to behave in the manner we had done toFidele that 
day. Hagi Solu. an, anfwered I, you are an old man ; if 
years have r.ot gi cn you wildom, your journey to Mecca, 
and convorfation with perfons of all nations there, fhould at 
leaft have taught you an appearance of it, which, at this time,. 
you have not. I am here, immediately under the protec¬ 
tion of the fherrifle of Mecca, the chief of your religion, and 
Metical Aga his minider. 1 have letters from the king of 
Abyflinia to your king of Sennaar, requefting only, under 
the faith of nations, to pafs through your country in my 
way to Cairo, to rejoin Ali Bey, whofe ph)'fician I am, and 
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in whofe hands at leaft three thoufand fubjefis of Sennaar, 
and their effedts, are at this moment. I fay to you now, as 
I did to your matter in the morning, that he cannot either 
rob or murder me at Teawa without all your nation being 
refponfible for it, wherever they fhall go. But I am not a 
flieep, or a lamb, to be fpoiled of iny goods, or robbed of 
my life, without defending myfelf to the utmott; and I tell 
you, for your proper inftrudlion, that there are probably 
now at Sennaar, people from the king of Abyffinia, com¬ 
plaining of my being detained here, and demanding ju- 
ftice. 

* 

He feemed to pay no attention to this threat. He did 
not think it poflible that I could have had any communica¬ 
tion with Ras el Feel lince I came to Teawa, but declared, 
that, as my particular friend, he had calmed the Shekh’s 
wrath, and obliged him to promife, that, for 2000 piaftres, 
he would difpatch me in two days to Sennaar. Indeed, 
Hagi Soliman, faid I, I have not 20 piattres in the world to 
give either him or you, nor would I give them if I had 
them. The Shekh may take all that I have by force, and is 
welcome to try the experiment. You, as his friend and fol- 
dier, may command the party, if you pleafe ; but I am re- 
folved, were he willing, never to leave Teawa till I depart 
under the conduft of another man than one of your or of 
Shekh Fidele’s chufing. Upon my faying this, he arofe, 
fhook the bofom of his cloak, and faid, he was forty for it; 
but he waflied his hands of all the confequences. 

Immediately after this we Ihut our doors ; and our fire¬ 
arms being cleaned, loaded, and primed, we refolved to a- 
bide the ifl'ue of this bad affair in the beft manner poflible, 
4 and 
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amd live or die together. One thing, however, diverted us : 
One of the large blunderbufles being accidentally laid acrofs 
the door, this veteran foldier ftarted back at the fight of ir,, 
and, although the muzzle was pointed far from him, would 
not enter till the piece was removed, and placed at a conli- 
derable didance from him. 

As we faw things were growing to a crifiis, we became" 
every hour more impatient for the arrival of relief, either' 
from Kas el Feel or Sennaar. On the ift of April came a fer- 
vant from the Shekh of Beyla, and delivered a meffage tO' 
Fidclc; What it was I know notbut about noon he came; 
to inquire after us, and pay us a viCt. 

Ail this time Fidele had kept our arrival at Teawa a fe^- 
cret from the Shekh of Beyla; but the people, who frequent*-.- 
ed the market of Teawa, having told their governor that- 
they had feen ftrangers there, he all at once fufpcdled the; 
truth, and difpatchcd a confidential fervant to Fidele, under 
a fhew of bufinefs, to inquire whether we were thofe (Iran* 
gers. An explanation immediately followed upon his co¬ 
ming to my houfe, and efpecially concerning the meflage; 
the Shekh of Beyla had received from the Shekh of Atbara^, 
that we were gone by Kuara down the Dendar. He faid,. 
that his mailer either had fent, or intended to fend, advice 
of this to my fervant at Sennaar, who, expedling us no long¬ 
er by Teawa, would neither comehimfelf, nor feek a king’s 
fervant to conduct us from hence, but would feek meafures 
for our fafety the other way, or wait at Sennaar, expe< 5 ling' 
our arrival daily; for the way from Kuara was through a» 
number of outlawed, or banditti Arabs, fo that it was nofr 
in-tlie power of the government of Sennaar, if ever fo well 

inclined,^ 
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inclined,to coaduxft usoneilep in fefoty•tm'tfca.t road tifi 
•we ihould be within two days journey of Sennaar. The 
fervant therefore propofed, that he Ihoiild return inftantly 
to Beyla, (as he did chat night) and that his madier ihould 
■fend a xnefTenger pn a dromedary exprefs to Seimaar, to in¬ 
form Hagi Belal of our fituation, and procure immediate re¬ 
lief. He promifed further, that his matter fhould fend a 
Moullah, (or man of extraordinary holinefs and learning) 
in whofe prefcnee Shekh Fidele would not dare to proceed 
to extremities, as this was a man univerfally efteemed, and 
of great weight and reputation atSennaar, both with Abou 
-Calec and Adelan, as well as throughout Atbara. 

I MUST here obviate a very rcafonable objedlion which 
may he made by my reader:—“ Why, when you knew your 
fafety depended upon the government oef Sennaar, when 
you was arrived at Teawa, dikJ you not take the firft oppor¬ 
tunity of notifying it to Fidele, that you had already fent 
to acquaint your correfpondent at Sennaar that you had fet 
out -for that place ?” 1 anfwcr. That to do this had been 

many times in agitation among us, but was always reject¬ 
ed. It was thought a dangerous meafure to leave a man 
like Fidele, the oply perfon who had feen us, to give us any 
charafber and delcription he pleafed, who, from the con¬ 
nexion and corrcfpondence he mutt have in tliat capital, 
and the confidence necelTarily placed in him, as governor 
of a frontier province, might fo far prejudice the minds of 
that credulous and brutal people, by mifreprefenting us, as 
cither to get orders to cut us off upon our journey, or pro¬ 
cure us a fate £milar to that of M. du koule, the French en¬ 
voy, after our arriving in that capital. It was by the good- 
nefs of Providence alone tliat we were reftrained from 
a adopting 
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adopti^ig that meafure, often cpnfidered as the moR advife- 
able, but which, we fince have certainly known, would have 
ended in our deftrudtion. 

Nothing material paiTed on the 3d of April, their fefti- 
val day; but on the 4th no meat was fent us. However, 
on Sunday the 5 th it was brought rather in larger propor¬ 
tion than before, and we fpent the whole day in conjec¬ 
turing what was become of our fervants, and of the Moul- 
lah whom the Shekh of Beyla’s lervant had promifed us. 
On the 6th the Kaiya came, and, without ceremony, told 
me that the Shekh had heard I wanted to efcape to Beyla, 
in which journey I fhould certainly perifli, and therefore 
he had taken my horfe from me, which was in a liable .at 
fome diftance. From this time vve got our vidluals very 
fparingly. On the 7th he fent me word, that I fhould 
bring him a vomit the day after, which I promifed to com¬ 
ply with. It was very plainly feen Beyla’s fecret was not 
kept, and to this we attributed the delay of the Moullah; 
but nothing could comfort us for the want of an anfwer 
from Ras el Feel. 

On the 8th, in the evening, a little before lix o’clock, 
when I was making ready to go to the Shekh, a melTagc 
came, that he was bufy, and could opt fee me ; with which, 
for a time, I was very well pleafed. About ten, arrived a 
naked, very ill-looking fellow, more like an execution¬ 
er than any other fort of man, with a large broad-fword 
in his hand, and'fccmingly very drunk. He faid he was 
one of the Shekhs of Jehaina, and in a little time became 
extremely infolent. He firll demanded cofi'cc, which was 
given him, then a new coat, then fome civet, and, laft of 
VoL. IV. 3 B all, 
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all, drawing his fword, that we Ihould inflantly provide 
him with a new fcabbard, his own being but a piece of 
common leather, which he threw with a kind of indigna¬ 
tion down upon the floor. Till that time I had been wri¬ 
ting thefe very memoirs, at lead the journal of the day. 1 
was not any way afraid of one drunkard, but laid down 
xny pen, wondering where this infolence was to end. Before 
I had time to fpeak a word, I heard my old Turk, the flier- 
riflc, Hagi Ifmael, fay, “ You are of the Jehaina, are you ? 
then I am of the Daveina and with that he caught the 
ftranger by. the throat, taking his fword from him, which 
he threw out of the houfe, after calling the owner violently 
upon the floor. The fellow crept out upon all-four, and, as 
foon as he had picked up his fword, attempted again to en¬ 
ter the houfe, which Soliman perceiving, fnatched his own 
Ihort, crooked fword, from a pin where it hung, and ran 
readily to meet him, and would very fpeedily have made 
an end of him, had I not cried out, ** For God’s fake, Soli- 
man, don’t hurt him; remember where you arc.” Indeed, 
there was little reafon for the caution ; for when the Arab 
obferved a drawn fword in the Turk’s hand, he prefent- 
ly ran away towards the town, crying, Ullah! Ullah ! 
Ullah ! which was, God ! God ! God ! an exclamation of ter¬ 
ror, and wc faw no more of him whilft,.infl;ead of a new 
fcabbard, he left his old one in the houfe. • Seeing at once 
the cowardice and malice of our enemies, we were now 
appreherillve of fire, things were come to fuch an extre¬ 
mity ; and as our houfe was compofed of nothing but dry 
canes, it feemed the only obvious way of deftroying us. ’ 

On the 9th, in the morning I fent Soliman with the 
fcabbard to Fidcle, and a grievous complaint againft the 

fuppofed 
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fiippofcd Shckh of the Jehaina for his infolence the night 
bcfo e.. Shelch Fidelc pretended to be utterly ignorant of 
the whole, made light of what had pafled, and faid the fel¬ 
low v/is a fool. But a violent altercation took place be¬ 
tween Itim and my fervant black Soliman, who then told 
him all his mind, threatening him with YaCne’s immedi-r 
ate vengeance, and alTuring him he was, before this, fully 
informed of his behaviour. They, however, both cooled be¬ 
fore parting. Fidele only recommended to Soliman to 
pcrfuarle me to give him iooo piaftres, without which he 
fworc I never fliould go alive out of Atbara. Soliman,on the 
other hand, declared, that I was a man that fet no value upon 
money, and therefore carried it not about with me, other- 
wife 1 fliould not refufe what he defired, but warned him ta 
til ink well before he uttered fuch exprelEons as he now 
had done. 

In the coiirfe of converfation, as Soliman told me, the 
Shekh gave him feveral hints, that, if he would agree with 
him, and help to rob and murder me, he fhould lhare the 
booty with him, and it never would be known. But So¬ 
liman pretended not to underfland this, always alluring him, 
that I was not the man he took me for; and that, except 
the king’s prefent, all I had was brafs, iron, and glafs bot¬ 
tles, of no value to any but myfelf, who only knew how 
to ufe them. They then finifhed their difeourfe; and he 
clcfired Soliman to tell me, that he expelled me at the* 
ufual hour of 6 o’clock to-motrow evening, which was 
Friday the loth. 

This feemed to me to be an extraordinary appointment, 
becaufe Friday is their feflival, when they eat and drink 

38* heartily 
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heartiJy, nor did I ever remember any of them take medi¬ 
cine upon that day. But with Fidele all was feftival, not 
even their annual folemn fall of Ramadan did he ever keep, 
but was univerfally known to be an unbeliever, even in 
what was called his own religion. I had Hill this further 
objedlion to wait upon him at night, that he had gone fo 
far as to folicit Soliman to affift him in murdering me. But 
I conlidered at lall, that we could not efcape from his hands; 
and that the only way to avoid the danger was to brave it. 
Providence, indeed, feemed all along to have referved our 
deliverance for our own exertions, under its dire6lion, as 
all the ways we had taken to get relief from others had 
hitherto, in appearance at Icall, mifearried. However, it was 
refolved to go armed, for fear of the worft; but to conceal 
our weapons, fo as to give no umbrage. I had a fmall Brcf- 
cian blunderbufs, about 22 inches in the barrel, which had 
a joint in the Hock, fo that it folded double. It hung by 
an iron hook to a thin belt under my left arm, clofe to 
my fide, quite unpcrceivcd, like a cutlafs. I likewife took a 
pair of piftols in my girdle, and my knife as ufual. All 
theife were perfeftly covered by my burnoofe; fo that, with 
a little attention, when I fat down, it was impollible to dif- 
cover my having any weapons about me. Hagi Ifmacl 
the Turk, Soliman my fervant, and two other Moorilh fer- 
vants, took alfo their fire arms, fmall and great, and fwords, 
alorig with them. We all went to the lioufc of the Shekh 
a little before feven o’clock in the evening. I entered the 
back door into the fquare where tirewomen’s houfe was ; 
but declined going fo far as their apartment without leave, 
turning to the left hand into the fide of the fquare where 
he ufually ftaid. I was furprifed to meet but one fervant, a 
% black 
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black boy, ia the whole houfe, and he carried me to 
the Shekh, my fervants remaining at the outer-door. 

M 

Fidele was fitting in a fpacious room, in an alcove, on a 
large broad fofa like a bed, with India curtains gathered on 
each fide into feftoons. Upon feeing the boy, in a very fur- 
ly tohe he called for a pipe ; and, in much the fame voice, 
faid to me, “ What! alone ?” I faid, “ Yes, what were his 
commands with me?” I faw he cither was, or affcdied to 
be, drunk, and which ever was the cafe, I knew it would lead 
to mifehief; T therefore repented heartily of having come 
into the houfe alone. 

After he had taken two whiffs of his pipe, and the flave 
had left the room, “ Arc you prepared ? fays he ; have you 
brought the needful along with you ?” I wilhed to have occa- 
fion to join Soliman, and anfwered, “ My fervants are at 
tlie outer door, and have the vomit you wanted.” “ D—n 
you and the vomit too, fays he with great paffion, I want 
money, and not poifon. Where are your piaftres ?” “ I 

am a bad perfon, faid I, Fidele, to furnifli you with either. 

I liave neither money nor poifon ; but 1 advife you to drink 
a little warm water to clear your ftomach, ?ool your Itcad, 
and then lie down and compofe yourfelf, I will fee you to¬ 
morrow morning.” I was going out. “Hakim, fays he, 
infidel, or devil, or whatever is your name, hearken to 
what I fay. Confidcr where you are; this is the room where 
Mck Baady, a king, was flain by the hand of my father : 
look at his blood, where it has fiained the floor, which never 
could be waflied ottt. I am informed you have 20,000 piaf- 
ters in gold with you; either give me 2000 before you go 
out of this chamber, or you ihall die; I will put you to death 

with. 
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with my own hand.” Upon tliis he took up his fword, that 
was lying at the head of his fofa, and, drawing it wdth a 
bravado, thros^he fcabbard into the middle of the room ; 
and, tucking the llceve of his Ihirc above his elbow like a 
butcher, faid, “ I wait your anfwcr,” 

I NOW ftept one pace backwards, and dropt the burnoofc 
behind me, holding the little blunderbufs in my hand, with¬ 
out taking it off the belt. I faid, in a firm tone of voice, 
** This is my anfwer; 1 am not a man, as I have told you 

before, to die like a bead by the hand of a drunkard ; on 
your life, I charge you, ftir not from your fofa.” I had no 
need to give this injundlion ; he heard the noife which the 
doling the joint in the flock of the blunderbufs made, and 
thought I had cocked it, and was inflantly to lire. He let 
his fword drop, and threw himfelfonhis back on the fofa, 
crying, ** For God’s fake, Hakim, I was but jelling.” At the 
fame time, with all his might, he cried, Brahim,! Maho¬ 
met ! El coom! El coom*!”—“ If one of your fervants ap¬ 
proach me, faid I, that inflant I blow you to pieces; not 
one of them lhall enter this room till they bring in my fer¬ 
vants with them ; I have a number of them armed at your 
gate, who will fireak in the inflant they hear me fire. 

Th* women had come to the door. My fervants were 
admitted, each having a blunderbufs in his hand and piflols 
at his girdle. We were now greatly an overmatch for 
the Shekh, who fat far back on the fofa, and pretended 
that all he had done was in joke, in which his fervants 

joined. 


* £1 coom, thit i*| all hit ferraats. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 38^ 

joined, and a very confufed, defultor}’^ difcourfc followed, 
till the Turk, flierriffe Ifmael, happened to obferve the 
Shekh’s fcabbard of his fword thrown upon the floor, on 
which he fell into a violent fit of laughter. He fpoke very 
bad Arabic, mixed with Turkifh, as I have often obferved. 
He endeavoured to make the Shekh underftand, that drunk¬ 
ards and cowards had more need of the fcabbard than the 
fword; that he, Fidele, and the other drunkard that came 
to our houfc two or three nights before, who faid he was 
Shekh of the Jehaina, were juft poflefled of the fame por¬ 
tion of courage and infolence. 

As no good could be expedled from this expoftulation, I 
ftopt it, and took my leave, defiring the Shekh to go to bed 
and compofc himfelf, and not try any more of thefe expe¬ 
riments, which would certainly end in his fhame, if not 
in his puniQiiuent. He made no anfwer, only wifhed us 
good night. 




CHAP 
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CHAP. VI. 

TranfaSiions at I’eaiva continued—A MouUdb and Sherriffe arrive 
from Beylct^Ne/ws from Ras el Feel and Scnnaar—~An FcUpfe of 
the MooU’^Leave Teawa. 

W E went to the door, through the feveral apartments, 
very much upon our guard, for there was no per- 
fon to light us out, and we were afraid of fome treachery 
or ambulh in the antichamber and dark palTages ; but we 
met nobody; and were, even at the outer gate, obliged to 
open the door ourfelves. Without the gate there were a- 
bout twenty people gathered together, but none of them 
with arms ; and, by the half words and exprelfions they 
made ufe of, we could judge they were not the Shekh’s 
friends. They followed us for a little, but difperfcd before 
we arrived at our houfe. Soliman, my fervant, told me by 
the way, that the Moullah was arrived, and that the Shekh of 

Beyla’s 
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Bcyla’s fcrvant, who had come with him, had been ?it my 
houfe ever fince I went to Fidele’s. Accordingly we found 
him flill there, and explained to him. what had happened, 
and tlie great diftrefs we had been in from the Moullah’s 
not arriving fooner, as alfo from receiving no meflage cither 
from Sennaar or Ras el Feel. He told us, the rcafon of out 
fervants not joining us was the falfe information his maf- 
ter the Shekh of Beyla had received from Fidcle ; that we 
were coming by the Dcnder, and not by Teawa, as already 
mentioned. He now advifed us to come Up, and Ihew our- 
felves in the morning to the Moullah, who would befitting 
with Shekh Fidele, adminiftering juftice; but to take no parti¬ 
cular notice of him, and only obferve to what his difeourfe 
pointed, and he would bring us word if any thing more was 
neceflary. 

I recommended to this fcrvant of the Shekh of Beyla 
that he fhould tell the Moullah that he was not to ex- 
pc( 5 l I was to open my baggage here, but that I was a 
man who underflood perfeftly the value of a favour done 
me, and fhould not be in his debt longer than arriving at 
Beyla, which I wiflied to reach as foon as poflible; nothing 
can be quicker than thefe people are on the fmalleft hint 
given ; we feparated, fully fatisfied that we were now a 
fuflicient match for the Shekh, even at his own weapons. 

Ever fince the adventure of the Shekh of thejehaina, one 
of us had kept gUard, the door being open every night 
for fear of fire, and it was my turn that night, a poll that 
I never declined, for the fake of good example ; but my 
fpirits were fo exhaufted this day, that I gave the old Turk 
plenty of coflee and tobacco to undertake, as he did with 
VoL. IV. 3 G great 
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great willingnefs, the office of that night for me. I went 
to bed, and fell prefently into a profound fleep, from which 
I was awakenedj a little before midnight, by a mellage 
from the ladies, my patients, in the Shekh’s houfe, fent by 
the black Have that had fpoken in the Abyffinian language 
to me while I was attending her miftrefs. They advifed 
me to be upon my guard, for the Shekh was abfolutely 
refolved to take a fevere revenge upon us all: That after 
■we had left him that evening, an exprefs, arrived from the 
lower part of Atbara, giving him an account that Shekh 
Ibrahim, a great man at Sennaar, and favourite of Adelan 
the prime minifter, while he was employed in gathering 
the taxes from the Arabs, had fought with, the tribe called 
Shukorea, fomewhere call of Sennaarthat he had been 
completely beaten, and many of his people killed.; as alfo,. 
that Shekh Ibrahim and his two fons were wounded ; that 
Shekh Fidele had immediately fent back word, that he had- 
then with him a furgeon and phyfician, meaning me, who 
could, upon occafion, even bring a dead man to life, but that 
I would never confcnt to come to him unlefs I was forced ; 
therefore, if he would difpatch a fufficient number of armed, 
men, to help him to furprife me in the night, he would con,- 
dudl the execution of that fcheme, and would fend me to him 
in irons.. He faid I v,fas an infidel, a white man from Abyf- 
finja, andhad fcveral flout people with me expert in fircr 
arms, (o/ which I had a number,) who would be of great ufc 
to him in fubduing the Arabs. They affured me, however,. 
of their friendfhip, and begged me to confider what I had 
fio do in time, for many wild men would be poured in upr 
©n-.me, who would not fail to kill me if I refilled. 


A. 


I RETURnEn 
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1 RETURNED my mofl humble thanks to my kind infor¬ 
mants ; with a fmall gratification of civet to the two elder 
ladies, and a feparate portion to the beautiful Aifcach, af- 
furing them I lliould not fail to profit by any advice they 
fhould give me. After this I again fell into a found deep, 
which continued till morning ; and, though my affairs had 
not the moft profperous appearance, I felt a calmnefs o£ 
mind to which I had been utterly a llranger ever fmee I 
had left Ras el Feci. My fervants awakened me in the 
morning of the i ith ; I drank coffee, and drefled, and 
took along with me Soliman and Ifmael, without arms in 
our hands, but having knives and piftols in our girdles, to 
{licw that we had lived in fear. 

The Moullah’s name was Welled Meftah, or the fon of 
interprctaitoHy or explanation. He was reputed to have at¬ 
tained fuch a degree of holinefs as to work miracles, and, 
more than once in his life, to have been honoured with 
the converfation of angels and fpirits, and, at times, to have 
called the devil into his prefence, and reproved him. He 
was a man below the middle fizc, of a verj' dark com¬ 
plexion, and thin beard, fcemingly paft fixty, hollow-eyed, 
and very much emaciated. If holy, we could not fay he 
was the beauty of holinefs. I underflood, afterwards, he 
was much additfled to the ufe of opium, to the effecfls of 
which he probably was indebted for his converfation with 
fpirits. He had brought with him another faint, much 
younger and robufler than himfelf, who had been feveral 
times at Mecca, and had feen Metical Aga, but did not 
know him. He had feen likewife the Englifh fhips at Jid¬ 
da, and knew the name of the nation, but nothing more. 
He was a flierriffe, (that is, a defeendant of Mahomet) a de- 

3 C a grec 
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grce of nobility much rcfpeclcd among the Arabs, cliftin- 
g’.hlhed by wearing a green turban. The Davcina, when 
they burnt all the country between Tcawa and Beyla, faved 
this man’s lion fe,efll els,and crop, in veneration of his fantHi- 
ty. Thefc two were fitting on each fide of bhekh Ficlcle, 
and Ix'fore him Rood two black Haves holding each a mon- 
ftroviB long broad*fword. 1 approached thefc powers, cc- 
clefiaftical and civil, with great comppfurc, as if nothing 
had happened; but Ifmacl, the Turk, had almoil fpoiled 
my gravity, for, feeing theTwords in the men’s hands be¬ 
fore Ficlcle, he faid, in his barbarous language, loud enough 
to be heard, “ O, ho, they have got their fcabbards upon 
their fwords to-day.” 

F;dele feemed to have a veiy ferene countenance, till 
we approached ixearer, when, feeing the piftols in our gir¬ 
dles, he appeared rather difeompofed, and probably lie 
thought the blunderbufs was not far ofl-; 1 made him, how¬ 
ever, a bow, and (hook him by the hand; I Hkewife made an¬ 
other bow to their two holinefifcs. As people of that fanc- 
tity fcldom chufe to have, even their deaths, touched by 
unbelievers in public, I made no further advance tow^ards 
them. The fherriffe no fooner faw Ifmael’s turban, than , 
he got up, took him in his arms, and, as he was an older' 
man than himfelf, though all in rags, kilfed his forehead 
with great rcrpcfl. This was returned by Hagi Ifmael, 
firft killing his forehead and tlicn his hand; after which 
the Moullah did the fame, as I thought with rather lefs 
ceremony. Ifmael gave a very fiight falutation of Salatna^. 
to the Slickl), and we all fat down. 

•a “-Brother, 
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” Brother, fays the flierriilc to lfmacl,you fcem a flrangcr 
in tJiis country.” “I am a Turk, anfwcrcd HiviacI, born itt 
Anatolia, a janizary of Ali Bey at Cairo.” “He came, m s 
S hekh Fidelc, to Habefh, with their Kafr, the Abuna or ^it 
priell, and is returning to Cairo with that white maty who 
is phyfician to Ali Bey.” “ Kafr there, or Kalv here, cor.ti- 
nued Ifinael (who did but half underftand what was fiid) 
the greaieft of all Kafrs (that ishhidcl) is, I believe, in'fea- 
wa. I do not think there is one MuIIulman in this curled 
place.” “ Is this the Frank, fays the Moullali, whofe fer- 
vant brought letters to the bhekh of Bey la home weeks 
ago, and was forwarded to Sennaar ?” “ No, fays Fiiiclc, he 
does not know the Shckli of Beyla.” “ 1 ara furc, fays the 
Moullah, that, fueh a day, when I was at Sennaar, there 
was a talk of a man of this kind, whole fervant was at 
Aira with Shekh Adelan, and had orders to come hither 
with a fervant of his, and one from the kitig; and I am 
furc, upon reflection, continued the Moullah, this mull be 
the man.” “ Shekh, fays he, turning to me, (who fat il- 
lent, overjoyed at the train I faw the all air taking) did you 
come Ifom Habelh? have you letters for Sennaar?” “'I 
came from Habelh, replied I, with letters to the king of 
Sennaar ; likewife letters to liim from the llicrri/le of Mec¬ 
ca, and from Ali Bey of Cairo, (you are welcome to fee 
them all,) y&r, contrary to faith, obferved even in Pagan 
nations, I am here detained by Shekh Fidelc, who lafl night 
attempted to murder me in his own houfe, becaufel wouhl 
not pay hirr-, 2000 piaftrCsS.” Shekh Fidele’sface turned pale; 
he could fcarcely urtcr, “Tliat is not true.” “ As that book 
is the word of God, fays Ifmacl, (pointing to the Koran, ly¬ 
ing in tlie HtcrrifTe’s lap) it is every word true. Look upon 
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my turban, (fays he to Fidcle) do you call me a liar?” Fid. 
“ I did not call you a liar, only that Chrillian lied.” Ifm. “ I 
fay, that every word he fpoke is truth, or I am no true be¬ 
liever. Was not your fword drawn, and your fcabbard ly¬ 
ing on the floor, when I entered the room ? Was there any 
one prefent but him and you ? Whom did you draw your 
fword upon ?” Pure merriment for a little amufement, 
fays Fidele, turning to the Moullah, I was diverting myfelf 
with the Chriftian, who came to give me medicines.” “ The 
diverfion, I fancy, was over on your part, fays Soliman, my 
fervant, when you threw away your fword, after drawing it, 
and called upon all your fervants for ailiftance. Were not 
your women at the door upon my entering it?” Fid, “Would 
you have had me fhot in my own houfe by an infidel ? 
Did he not prefent a piftol at me ?” Ifm. “ Lord! Lord 1 he 
was only diverting himfelf, too? Did not you fee that ? You 
fhould have gone on with your merriment:—What ftopt 
you ?” “ Look you, Shekh,*faid I, your inward thoughts are 
feen by me. Did not you fend two meflengers to Shekh 
Ibrahim in Atbara that very night, within thefe twelve 
hours, defiring him to take me by force, while afleep, to 
heal his wounded men ? Was this amufement, too ? Beware 
in time, for every thought in your heart is known to me as 
foon as it is formed.” 

The flierrilFe muttered to himfelf, “ Hakim y’Eref_ he 

is a learned man ; he knows thefe things.” “ Shekh Ibra¬ 
him is returned to Sennaar, fays the Moullah, that is the 
reafon why he fliould make haftc, and all this that has 
paired is very improper. If a man diverts himfelf with 
drawn fwords, is he not likely, when angry, to kill ? this 
ought not to be; fend the man away ; you can get camels 

from 
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from the Jehaina. Men like him have no money. There 
are many of them, at all times and places, wandering over 
the face of the earth, and will be fo till Hagiugc Magiuge * 
come; they are Derviflies, ftudy the herbs and the water, 
and cure difeafes.” “ God blefs the truth ! faid I; there it 
is. I am a Dervifli, a poor, but an innocent man.” The 
Moullah feemed to take credit to himfelf for all this learn¬ 
ing. “ I faw, fays the fherrifTe, a number of his country¬ 
men in large fbips from the Indies, when I was at Jidda ; 
they are called Inglefe.” “ They are brave men, fays lA 
mael, and came firft from Turkey. Their country is called 
Oaz Dangli to this day. I have feen it, and am fure no 
man would hurt Yagoube that knew him/’ “ So, Ya- 

goubc is his name; the firft rime I knew it.” Moul, “ Ya^ 
goubc el Hakim ; now I remember it perfedlly. Ali Tche^ 
Icbi, Mahomet Abou Calec’s faiStor, is ill of-an enchantment 
from an enemy ; his bowels are out of order; he it was 
iKat alked me if fach a man was yet come to Beyla. They 
furely expert that you fhould forward him to Sennaar. 
'I’ruc, Yagoube el Hakim, that Was his name.” Fi//, “ He 
lliall go next week, finoe it is fo, if I can but get camels.” 
I'pon this wc rofe, feeing other people coming in. When 
I took hold of the Shekh’s hand at going away, he alked 
me, in apparent good humour, “ Well, Yagoube, are we 
friends now ?” I anfwercd him, in the moft complaccrrt 
tone of voice poftible, “ Sir, I never was your enemy; fo 
far otherwife, that my only anxiety now is, left your beha¬ 
viour may bring upon you powerful adverfaries, before 
whom you arc not able to ftand. The ill-ufage I have met 

with; 


* By this they mean Gog and Magog;. We lhall alter fee their Ltlief concerning them. 
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with will not be eafily pafTetl over cither in Abyflinia or at 
Senniiar. I am neither Icrvant nor Tnerchant; and it has 
been your ill-luck to try your wicked experiments upou a 
man'like me, who uevor in his life carried much money a- 
•'bour him, becaul'e he never valued it/’ Mvul. You muft 
forget all, and I will be your friend with the Shekh, fincc 
you come from the IherrifFe of Mecca.” “ And 1 , too, fays 
the other, for the kindnefs you have fliewcd our brother 
Ifmael there, in carrying him home from among the Kafrs 
^3f Habeflx; and if Fidcle cannot procure camels, we will 
try and. help him; fo go in peace, and get ready.” 

V 

Wfi had fcar.ee got rid of this real danger, when the ap- 
prehenfion of an imaginary one Itruck us violently. The 
water at Teawa is ftagnant in pools, and exceedingly bad. 
■Either that, or the bou/a, a kind of new beer which they 
ient us with our meat, had given all of us, at -the fame time, 
a violent diarrhoea, and! was tormented with a perpetual 
thirft ever fince we had been overtaken by the fimoom; 
and the bouxa being acid, as not only more agreeable, 
bur, I thought, relieved me more than bad water; in this;, 
therefore, I certainly hud exceeded. When we found we 
were all taken ill at the fame time, it came into our wife 
heads that Shekh Fidcle had given us poifon in our dinner, 
and we wcie very much perplexed what we fliould do the 
nexi day. Nwue of us, therefore, tafted the meat fent us; 
when at nighr, our friend, the black flavc came, and to her 
we frankly told our doubts. The poor creature fell into 
fuch vitdenr fits of laughing, which followed fo clofe the 
one upon the other, and laded fo long, that I'feared Ihe 
would ic'.ve expired upon the fpot. “ It is the water, fays 
flic; it docs fo to all ftrangersand then flic fell into an¬ 
other 
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other great fit of laughter. Child, anfwered I, you 
know the Shekh is not our friend, and there is no eafier 
way to get rid of us than by poifon, as we eat everything 
that comes from you without fear.”—“ And fo you may, 
fays file; the Shekh could do no fuch thing without 
our knowledge, and we would rather all be burnt alive 
than be guilty of fo vile an adtion. Bcfides, fays fhe, this 
is not like Habefh, where both meat and drink, brought to 
you, are tafted by the bearer before you ufe them. There is 
no fuch thing as poifon in Atbara ; the lance and the knife 
in the field, that is the manner in which they kill one an¬ 
other here.” 

We then flic wed her our dinner uneaten, and fhe again 
fell into a violent fit of laughter, and took the meat away 
that file might warm it, and we heard her laughing all the 
way as fhe went by herfelf. She was not long in returning 
with provifions in plenty, and told us, that her miftrelTes 
never were fo diverted in their lives, and that fhe left them 
fiill laughing. The blaek flave then called me to the door, 
and gave me an India green handkerchief, which fhe faid 
Aifcach had pulled froni her head, and fent with her to me, 
with orders to inquire, “ Do the women of your country do 
fuch things, Yagoube, which, for all the fathers and gold 
in the world, Aifcach would not be guilty of? My father 
is indeed a Funge *, but my mother is a jehainaf.” 

Neither the Shekh nor Moullah cxpedled me out on 
^unday, which I told them was my fcHival. I employed 

VoL. IV. 3 D that 


* Which mtans a Have. 


t A noble and free Arab. 
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that day in mounting and recftifying my quadrant, and 
that fame evening had a clear and ditlincfl obfervation of 
Procyon, and fcveral other of the fixed fiats, the largeft and 
fitted for my purpofe. The next day alfo, having a good 
obfervation of the fun in the meridian, all equations adopt¬ 
ed from a mean, I found the latitude of I'eawa, the capital 
of Atbara, to be 14° a' 4." north. With regard to longitude, 
Hor-CAcamoot is about fix miles call of Teawa, which is near¬ 
ly under the fame meridian with Ras el Feel, fo there was 
no occafion for any obfervation on that fubjedt. 

On the 13th of April arrived a naked Arab of the jehaina, 
with intelligence that a caravan belonging to Atbara, which 
had come to Nara in Abyflinia for fait, had been all feized 
by,Ammonios, Ayto Confu’s governor of Nara, their afles 
and fair taken from them, and the men put in clofc pri- 
fon. The Shekh of the Jehaina, an old man of very comely 
prefence, with ten or twelve of his clan on camels, came 
over to Shekh Fidelc that morning before I went out, and 
they found the Moullah fitting with him. The news firuck 
all of them with a panic, but none morefo than our Shekh 
of Atbara. The Shekh of the Jehaina faid he had not heard 
the caufe of it, but fo violent api'ocedure had not happened 
even when Yafous If. invaded Sennaar, for the people of the 
two frontiers had all that time been friends. He begged, 
however, Shekh Fidcle immediately to interfere, and fend 
fome.perfon to Ras cl Feel, to his friend Yafinc. When 
they had fettled thus far, a meflage came for me to attend 
the Shekh. 1 immediately went, leaving my fervants to put 
up my quadrant. I had, indeed, an* inclination to obferve 
the approaching cclipfe ; but as I knew perfectly the fitua- 
tion of Teawa with regard to Ras cl Feel, I thought I 

miglit 
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might fpare myfelf this unneccITary trouble, and only make 
life of the eclipfe to frighten Fidele as part of the punifli- 
ment he fo amply deferved. 

There was a prodigious number of people affembled at 
the Shekh’s door. The Jehaina had all come upon camels; 
two or three of the principal ones were fitting with him and 
the Moullah. One of thefe, whom I did not know, but who 
had fecn me at Ras el Feel, upon my approaching the 
Shekh, got up, took me by the hand, and made a very re- 
fpcdlful falutation. As he was a friend of Yafine, and Shekh 
cl Nile, I never doubted from that minute that this was a 
contrivance of theirs in my favour. 

The Moullah had alledgcd, that probably I haddifpatch- 
ed fome intelligence to Yafine of my being detained, which 
had caufed him to make this reprifal; but Shekh FidcIe 
ailured them that he knew it to be impofiible, and that this 
feizure of the caravan mufl have been occafioned by fome 
ill-ufagc to the people belonging to Tchelga and Nara, the 
frontier villages to the weftward. In this the Shekh of Je¬ 
haina agreed; for he had heard Ammonios mentioned, 
but nothing of Yafine. The Moullah was unconvinced, but 
aiked me, “ Hakim, have you never fqnt a complaint to 
Yailne fi nee you came to Teawa ? tell me truly; no harrn. 
fhall befal you from it.” “ If I were not to tell you truly 
faid 1, Shekh, I would not anfwer you at all, I am under 
no obligation to do it, nor am I under any fear. You arc 
hut .at the beginning of this affair, and many will fuffer 
before 1 do.” “ Truly, fays the Moullah, but have you fent 
intelligence to Ras el Feel ?” “ No, no, fays Fidele, he had 

h not in his power; nor is there a man in Teawa, that 

3 D 2 durft 
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durft go on fuch an errand, it is fome ^ifturbance about 
Tchelga*” 

I EASILY perceived that the Moullah wanted me to con- 
feft, which I likewife faw tlie ufe of myfelf. “ I fent, faid 
I, meflengers from Teawa two feveral times. The firft, 
when Fidek pretended Yafine was to murder me in the 
deleft; the fecond, when he faid he had no camels ; and 
1 alfo mentioned the piaftres, and his intention to murder 
me.’*^ ** Ammonios, fays black Soliman,. and Yafine, Nara, 
and Ras el Feel, all belong to Ayto Confu, and were given 
to Yagoube by him, for his maintenance all the time he 
was at Gondar. Ayto Confu and he are brothers; they 
were together in the camp, dept together in the fame houfe; 
they are brothers and more than brothers,, for they fworc 
to each other, when wc pafled Tcherkin, upon the heart of 
the elephant *. I fwear by our holy faith, that Confu will 
be down Iiere himfelfwhat does he care for a journey of 
two days ?” 

All now with one voice condemned Fidclc, who had' 
not a word to fay, only, that if he knew the perfon who 
^carried that meflage, he would cut off his head, if he was 
his brother. “ But it is impoffiblc, fays the Shekh ; fliould I 
not have known of the meffenger being abfent? impofliblc i” 
.Then turning to his^fervant, faid, “ Is Kutcho cl Hybari 
here ? I have not feen him lately.”—“ Sir, fays he, you know 
you fent Kutcho to Mendera long before the Hakim ar¬ 
rived.” 


* ITiis is a-very horrid oath, full of nonfenfc, and vows of fricndfliip and Icticcy^. 
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rived .”—** True, fays Fidele, then itHwnpoflible.” “ Your 
meflengers and mine, faid I, Shekh, are not of the fame 
fort, nor fliall I afk your leave when I am to fend to 
Ras el Feel or Sennaar, nor fhall you ever cut off the 
head from any one of them. But why are you alarmed at 
thefe afles being taken ? Should you not be afraid of fomc- 
thing fimilar happening at Mecca ? Am not I .under the 
protection of the flierriffe ? When Metical Aga hears this, 
will he not refent it ? Will Youfef Kabil, the Chriftian, the 
flierriffe’s vizir at Jidda, through whbfe hands your people 
pafs, will he be gentler to them upon this account ?”—A 
curfe upon him ! fays the fherriffe ; he gentle! he is a fhark.” 
“ Meloun Ibn Sheitan, fays the Turk Ifmael, /. <r. accurfed 
wretch, child of the devil !”—** Well then, faid I, the difli*- 
culty is only to know if he is informed of this at Mecca. 
Friday the 17th is your feftival. If the afternoon of tliat 
lliall pafs like thofe of common days, I am a worthlefs 
man and an impoftor; but if on that da}'-, before el’affer*, 
a lign be feen in the heavens that ihall be thought by all of 
you unufual and extraordinary, then am I an innocent man*, 
and Fidele’s defigns againft me are known to the world, at 
Sennaar and at Mecca, at Cairo and at Gondar, and every¬ 
where elfe, and will not be pleafing either to God or man.’* 
Yarif el Hakim f, fays the IherriSe; Hakim :j; ! fays the 
Shekh of the jehaina; Ullah Akbar || ! fays the Moullah,, 
lifting his eyes up to heaven, and counting, his beads very 
devoutly.. 

Thb- 


* EI’Kfler is four o’clock, 
t He is indeed wife. 


f The Hakim, or wile mao knows, 
li God is great. 
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The foretellinglfflip^n feemed not at all to pleafe the 
Shekh, who appeared very much difconcerted with the fup- 
pofed invifibility of meflengers. I got up, having pufhcd 
my defign juft far enough. I then fliook hands with the 
Shekh, faying, “ I am glad to fee you don’t want camels, 
alluding to the number I faw come with the Jehaina ; get 
your bouza made, and your provifions ready, you’ll have 
ftrangers with you foon.” He faidonly, “ (Ullah Kerimi”) 
i. e. God is merciful; which was echoed by every mouth in 
the room. I faluted particularly the Shekh of the Jehaina, 
who had feen me at Ras el f eel, and I then went out of the 
room, leaving them all there, and going home very chear- 
ful, began to prepare for leaving Teawa, which we were fa- 
tisfied was now near at hand. 

On the i 4 th, in the morning, the Moullah and flierriftc, 
with the Shekh of Beyla’s fervant, and the old Kaiya Soli- 
man, came to fee our clocks and watches. They fat upon 
benches at the door and drank coffee, not caring to enter 
the hpufe, I fuppofc, for fear of being defiled. As the old 
Kaiya was there, it was almoft impollible to fpcak concern¬ 
ing our affairs, all was about our religion, and the manner 
in which a Dervifli lived. All at once, a fervant behind cried 
out, “ News from Sennaar!” and, prefcntly after, we faw 
three men ; one of whom was my ferv'ant, whom I fent to 
Sennaar with the Daveina, who delivered to me a letter from 
Hagi’JBelal, informing me, that Mahomet Abou Calec, and 
Shekh Adelan, were both at a diftance from Sennaar, at the 
head of armies, and the king in the capital almoft alone, t 
under great apprehcnfioi^s ; but as no mifehief had yet hap¬ 
pened, and the king had no force, it was hoped things might 
be made up. He added, that he thottght it better to wait a 
3 little. 
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little, to get a fervant of Adelan to accompany the king’s, 
than to trull to that one alone. Having communicated the 
contents of my letter to Shekh Fidclc, and received his con¬ 
gratulations, they all left me, and went to the Shekh to hear 
what further news were brought to him. What 1 told him 
was confirmed ; and the Shckli having no longer any. op¬ 
tion, declared lils rcfoliition to obey without further delay, 
anti defired us to get ready for our journey. 

It was told us, however, foon after, that the king’s fer¬ 
vant who had arrived, wdiofe name was Mahomet, was a 
great friend of Shekh Fidele, and the ufual one lent to him 
at Teawa; and tliat he was a great drunkard, and reprobate. 
Oji the contrary, Adelan’s fervant, though young, was a 
very gentle, fober perfon, a Have that had been given to A- 
delan by the Sliekh of Beyla; and he was very urgent for 
us to depart. Wc foon faw the confcqucnce of this differ¬ 
ence of manners; and that Shekh Fidele had not relinquifli- 
cd liis view to the piallres. For having tutored the king’s 
fervant all night, and gained him to his intercll, he had, 
early in the morning of the 15th, declared that he was not 
to fiir from Teawa for a fortnight, and he was ordered to 
get the camels from fomc dillancc in Atbafa, the place I 
do not remember. This difplcafcd Adelan’s fervant much, 
who declared before the afiembly, that he was determined 
to fet out the next dav, that he knew not the orders the 
king had given, but he knew his mailers orders; and that 
if the Shekh did not furnilh hini with camels, or oppofed 
our letting ottr, he would take him with him to Adelan at 
Aira, or, upon his refufal to go, denounce him a rebel, and 
his mailer’s enemy, and leave him to what would be the 
eoafequence. Upon this bold fpecch, every body left the 

Shekh. 
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Shekh, and went away,,whifpcring, two and two together. 
The king’s fervant joined his companion, who told me to be 
ready, and fear nothing, for he would fee me to-morrow 
atJBeyla. 

About half an hour after my return home I was again 
caJied to the Shekh, who had only the Moullah and the old 
Raiya -fitting by him, with two Ihort letters in his hand 
ft-om Yafine, full of reproaches for his behaviour to me, and 
declaring with moft folemn oaths, that if thofe letters found 
me at Teawa, or if I was not gone from thence in peace, he 
would, before a fortnight was elapfedjhc down as an enemy 
upon Teawa; and unlefs the Daveiiiauid engage to burn 
every ftalk of corn between that and Beyla as foon as it 
was in the ear, he would Ihut Abyflinia againll them, and 
that they fliould neither eat bread nor drink water in it as 
long as he was alive and governor of Ras el Feel. Thefe 
letters mentioned a ccmiplaint likewife that had been fent 
to Shekh Adelan at Sennaar, but by whom they did not fay, 
probably from Ayto Confu, complaining of Fidele’s ufage to 
me. Yafine’s men, that brought the letters from Ras el 
Feci to Teawa, were faid to be three in number, mounted on 
camels, or dromedaries, and armed with coats of mail and 
head pieces. They refufed to come into Teawa, to eat of 
Shekh Fidcle’s bread or drink of his water, looking upon 
him as a declared enemy of Yafine, their mailer. Fidele 
with fome difficulty at laft allowed black Soliman to go to 
meet them, to perfuade them to enter the town; but all to 
I no 


* This rcfulai aniocgthe Aiabs is a declaration of the moH deadly enmity. 
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no purpofe, for the only favour he could obtain was, that 
they fhould ftay with the^ehaina at Jibbel Ifriff till they 
heard I was fairly fet out on my journey. 


The next day, the i6th of April, I received a melTage 
from the Moullah, that the camels were all ready, that gir- 
bas for the water were wanting, but girbas ftiould be found 
for me; and he would give me his word they Ihould be 
found filled at the river where 1 direded ; as alfo all forts 
of provifions and neceflTaries to carry me to Beyla, to which 
place I fliould fet out the moment I pleafed; only that I 
mull not go from Tcawa without making peace with the 
Shekh, and proiiil^Tifg to forgive him, and not make any 
complaint againft him at Scimaar or elfewhere, provided he, 
on his pan, gave over all further machinations againft me. 
I anfwered. That however ill-ufed, yet, for his fake, I would 
do any thing he wifhed me to do, and that I was ready 
to pacify Yafine, by writing to him by the return of his 
mefifengers. All was agreed, fo we packed up our baggage 
with the utmoft diligence. 


On the ryth, in the forenoon, I was appointed to meet 
the Shekh at his own houfe, and told the Moullah I expell¬ 
ed he would have the camels ready. As we fiifpefled, our 
girbas were infufficient, and indeed we had found them fo 
when they loflour water in the wood near Imgellalib; we got 
thtee new ones from the Shekh in perfect good condition, 
and gave him our two in exchange, which were fomctliing 
larger than his. Each of thefc flcins are valued at 12 dol¬ 
lars, or about three potinds flcrling. There is great art and 
labour required in making the fcams water-tight; they are 
VoL. IV. ' .3 E all 
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all ditched mod dexteroufly, ftrongly grcafcd, and then laid 
over thick on the outlide with* warm tar, and need conftant 
care and infpcdtion. About nine o’clock we went to the 
Shekh, and entered prcfently upon bufinefs. I engaged to 
pacify yaline, whofe fervants, upon my meflage, came to 
town to fee me depart, and were kindly received and 
cloathed by the Shekh. A large breakfaft was ordered; Fi- 
dele and I, with Yafine’s fervants, ate together of feveral 
very good dilhes. The two holy men, and another ftran- 
ger equally holy, ate together out of a feparatc plate ; af¬ 
ter which we all flood up, and faid the prayer of peace, 
and I t6ok my leave. We all then went out together into 
the market-place, and eight camels were ordered down to 
my houfe, with people to wait upon them. 

The girbas, which lay filled and foaking at the river- 
fide, were ready to be loaded upon our camels. A fervant 
of the Kaiya held my horfc, which had been taken from 
me by Fidele foon after my arriving at Teawa, but which 
was now rellored me. My fervant who came from Sen- 
naar had indeed told me that no horfes would live there; 
that thofe that were necefiary for the troops of the govern¬ 
ment were all kept at a diftance from Sennaar, and main¬ 
tained at Aira, or places in the fand at a fmall diftance, but 
free from the plague of the fly. The Shekh made no ob- 
fervation upon this. I faid. The horfe is a very excellent one, 
and I will now fhew him to you. I fent for a fhort douj^le- 
barrellcd gun, threw off my burnoofe, and mounting the 
horfe, made him do every thing he was capable of, put¬ 
ting him to Iris full fpeed, firing to right and left on each 
■fide of him. 


3 
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They were all llruck with amazement, and with a kind 
of terror. They had never before feen a gun lired on horfe- 
back, much lefs a gun fiird iwicc without charging. I 
did not want to explain die tnatrer to them; and, as far as 
I could perceive, tiic Moullah efpecially was very glad 
when I fent it home, “ This is the way, faid I, that my 
countrymen ride, and the way they light; no people on 
earth underiland fire-arms or horfemanlliip like them. 
For my part, I am a man of peace, a Dervilh, and no fol- 
dier ; it is not my profeflion, and I do the thing aukward- 
ly. If you faw fome of our foldiers ride, it would be a 
fight indeed."’ Fidcle laughed, or counterfeited a laugh, 
but being a foldicr, it was his part to fay fome thing. “ If 
many of your countrymen like you were here, man of 
peace as you are, unlcfs they were friends tons they would 
get all Atbara to thcmfelvcs. If they were friends, fays he, 
( think 1 could do fomething with them ; that horfe feems 
10 liavc the fenfe of a man.”—‘‘ Such as he is, faid I, dif- 
inounting, a prince gave him to me, and fuch as he is I 
now give him to you, as a proof that I am your friend, 
and that I lliould not grudge you a few paltry piafters, if 
I had not been under a vow of poverty ; money is of no 
kind of value to me, and confequcntly not carried a- 
k'out with me.” The horfe was gladly received, though, as 
I was going to Sennaar, where no horfes arc kept, the 
compliment was a cheap one on my part. 

“ How could you, Fidelc, fays the Moullah in great fur- 
prife, have it in your heart to torment fuch a man as this ? 
I told you what he was, our books fpeak of them: they arc 
not Kafrs, but Ipend all their lives in vrandering over the 

3 E 2 face 
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fice of the earth in fearch of wifdom, and are always to* 
do fo till Hagiuge Magiuge come, and then there will be 
an end of the world.” I made a bow of alTcnt to the Moul- 
lah, and all the reft turned up their eyes to heaven in 
wonder of fo much learning, repeating their ufual ejacu¬ 
lation, “ Ullah Akbar!” God is great. I now took my 
leave of them, and was going home, when the younger 
{herrifie called after me, and faid, “ I fuppofe, now you are 
all at peace, we fliall not fee the fign that you foretold us 
was tO' appear in the heavens to-day.” “ I Ihould be 
thought a liar if it did not appear, faid I; do you wilh to 
fee it ?”—” I wifli to fee it, fays he, if it will do no harm.”— 
Then, replied I, you lhall fee it, and it lhall do no harm 
now. I hope it will bring health and happinefs, and a 
good crop to Teawa, and all the kingdom of Sennaar. Go 
home, while I order my affairs. Something more than 
two hours after this I will come to you, and it will then 
appear. They all went away, and, as I thought by their 
looks, they would have been better fatisfied that affair had 
been forgot, the Shekh faying peevifhly to the fherriffe, 
** Let him mind his affairs and his journey ; what is the 
ufe of thefe things now ?” 

I HAD re<flified my watch by obfervation. I knew I 
could not be far wrong, having fecn in the ephemerides 
the hour the cclipfe was to begin. I paffed a corner of 
the Shekh’s houfe, and went in at the back-door. He was 
there with his ufual friends, the Mi;uliah, the Iherriffe, the 
Kaiya, and one or two more. The fherriffe afked me 
where the fign would appear; and the Moullah, if there 
would be any thunder and lightning ? I told them there 
would be nothing difagreeable at all. I went to the door, 

and 
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and faw it was begun. There was to be a total eclipfe 
of the moon. I did not tell them at firft, till it had advanced 
£bme way, and was apparent upon the dilk. “ Now ! look at 
that, faid I; in fome time after this the moon fhall be fo total¬ 
ly fwallowcd up in darknefs, that a fmall light ihall only'be 
feen in the edges.” They were frightened at the denuncia¬ 
tion, rather than at any thing they obferved, till a little be¬ 
fore the eclipfe became total. A violent apprehenlion then 
fell upon them all; and the women from their apartments 
began to howl as they do on all melancholy occafions of 
misfortune, or death. They were in the inner fquare. 
“ Now, continued 1,1 have kept my word ; it will foon be 
clear again, and will do no harm to man or beaft.” 

It was agreed among them that I lhould not go home 
till it was totally at an end. I confented to this; and only 
faid to the Shekh, that I wiflied he would let me fee my pa¬ 
tients before 1 went away, for that one of them was really 
ill, and needed advice. He feemed to take it very kindly, 
and defired me to go in. I was met in the anti-chamber by 
Aifcach, and two or three black-llaves, who cried out in 
great terror, “ O! Hakim! what is this ! what are you going 
to do!” “»I am going to do. Madam, faid I, one of the moll 
difagreeable things I ever did in my life; I am going to 
take leave of you.” I was immediately furrounded with 
a number of women, fome of them crying, fome of them 
with children in their arms. I went into the room where 
the two ladies were, whom I quieted and fatisficd to the 
uimoll of my power. We parted with reciprocal profellions 
of fricndftiip and regret at feparation. I then begged that 
1 might fee their flave, who ufed to bring us meat, with a 
clean <ioth, to wrap up fomething I had for them. They 
4 told 
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told me, Sennaar was but a bad place for white people; but 
promifed to fend recommendations in my favour, both to 
Adelan and the king’s women, by Adelan’s fervant, who 
was to conduct us. 

When I returned to the Shekh, the emerfion was far ad¬ 
vanced, and they all feemed to be regaining their compo- 
fure, though llrong marks of furprife remained in their 
countenances. After a little converfation, turning chiefly 
upon Hagiuge Magiugc, and their fdly ftories about them, 
which I {hall not repeat, I took my leave, and went home, 
renewing my aflurances that all was forgotten. 

At night, the flave came and brought a clean cotton 
cloth. I fent a piece of thin India yellow fatin, andflxhand- 
fomc crirafon and green handkerchiefs, to the beautiful 
Aifcach ; and, to the beft of ray power, difeharged all our 
obligations to thofe that were our friends and had been 
kind to us. 

In a country’ fo defert, and exceedingly poor as Tcawa, 
under fuch a government, it is not to be expelled that trade 
of any kind fhould flourilh ; yet there is a miferable ma- 
nufadlurc of coarfe cotton cloths of the Bze of large towels, 
juft enough to go round the middle, which pafs current, 
like fpccie, all over Atbara; They are called Dimoor, and 
are ufed in place of fmall fllvcr money. The Mahalac, a 
very bad copper coin, pafles for fmaller matters; fo that the 
currency of Teawa ftands thus;— 

20 Mahalac, i Crnfli, 

12 Crufli, 1 Metical, 

4 Metical, i Vakia. 


The 
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The vakia of gold is worth about forty-five fliillings ; but 
the only commerce of Tcawa is carried on by exchange, 
as fait for grain, camels for fait; the value of goods varying 
according to the fcarcity or plenty of one fort of commodi¬ 
ties with refpe( 5 l to the other. 

The reader will, I believe, by this, be as defirous to get 
out of Teawa as I was; and if fo, it is charity in time to 
deliver him. I took leave of the Shekh on the 18 th in the 
morning; but before we could get all ready to depart it was 
five in the afternoon. The day had been immoderately hot, 
and we had rcfolvcd to travel all night, though we did 
not fay fo to the Shekh, who advifed us to fleep at Imge- 
dedema, where there was frcfli water. But we had taken 
a girba of water with us, or rather, in cafe of accident, a 
little in each of the three girbas; and all being ready on 
the livcr-fidc, except the king’s fervant, we fet out, and he 
overtook us in Icfs than two hours afterwards, pretty well 
refreflicd with the Shekh’s bouza, and llrongly prejudiced 
againft us, as we had occafion to difeover afterwards. 
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CHAP. vll. 

Arrival at Beyla—Friendly Reception tbere^ and after^ amon^i the iVe- 

ba—Arrival at Sennaar. 

W HEN we got a few miles into the plain, my fervani 
delivered me a meflage from the Moullah, that he 
would join us the next day at Beyla ; diat we were not to 
truft to the king’s fervant in any thing, hut entirely to that 
of the Shekh Adelan; and if thefe two had any difpute 
together, to take no fliare in it, but leave them to fettle it 
between themfelves ; that, upon no account whatever, we 
fhould fuffer any companions to Join us upon the road to 
Beyla, but drive them off by harlli words, beat them if they 
did not go away, and, if they ftill perfifted, to flioot them, 
and make our way good by force; that between Teawa and 
Teyla was a place, the inhabitants of which had widfelrawn 
themfelves from their allegiance to the king of Sennaar, 

who 
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who could not there proteifl us; therefore we were to truft 
to ourfelvcs, and aclniit of no parley; for if we pafled, we 
Ihould pafs with applaufe, as if the king’s force had con¬ 
duced us; and if we mifearried, the blame would be 
laid upon ourfelves, as having ventured, fo thinly attended, 
through a country laid wafte by rebel Arabs, exprefsiy in 
defiance of government. He added, that he did not believe 
it was in Hhekh Fidel c’s power, from want of rime, to do us 
any injury upon the road ; that the people in Teawa were * 
in general well-afi'eed:cd to us, and afraid we fliould bring 
Yaiine and the Daveina upon them, and fo were the Jehai- 
na ; and as for the pack of gracclefs foldiers that were then 
ab u' t!ic iShekh, their belief thet we had really no money 
with us, and the laft exhibition I had ftiewn them on horfe- 
back, had perfcCly cured them of venturing their lives for 
little, ag.sind people fo much fuperior to them in the ma- 
nagemt’iu of arms j vet he wifiied us to be aCivc and vigi¬ 
lant like men, and trull in nothing till we had feen the 
-Slickh of Ik} ia, and not to lofe a moment on the road. 

Our journey, for the firft feven hours, was through a 
harrcji, bare, and fandy plain, without finding a veftige of 
any living creature, witliout watc:-, and without grafs, a 
country that feenicd iinuer the immediate curfeof Heaven. 
At twelve o’clock at night we turned a little to the eaft- 
ward of foUth, to enter through very broken ground into a 
narrow defile, between two hills of no confidcrable height. 

'1 Iiis pals is called Mattina. (Jne of our camel-drivers de¬ 
clared that he faw two men run into the hnfhes before him, 
upon which our people took all to their flings, throwing 
many ftoncs before them into the buflies,direCcd nearly to 
a man’s height. At their earnefl defirc I ordered Ifmael to 
VoL. IV. 3 F Ere 
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fire our large fhip-blunderbufs, with fifty fmall bullets in itv. 
among the buflies, in the diredion of the. road-fide ; but 
we neither faw nor heard any thing of thofe people there¬ 
after, if there really were any, nor did I, at the time, indeed^ 
believe the camel-driver had feen any one but through the 
medium of his own fears ; for the Arabs never attack you 
till near fun-fet, if they are doubtful of their own fuperio-. 
rity, or at dawn of day, if they think they have the advan-- 
. t.age, tha,t they may have time to purfue you. 

We, however, all continued on foot, from four till the 
grey of the morning of the 19th of April. Indeed, fo vio~ 
lent an inclination to fleep had fallen upon me, that I was 
forced to walk, for fear of breaking my neck by a fall from 
my camel, till eight o’clock, when wc halted in k wood of 
ebony bufhcs, growing like the birch tree in many fhoots 
from the old Hems, which had been cut down for fear of 
harbouring the fly, and totally deprived of tljeir leaves af¬ 
terwards, by the burning of grafs, from the fame reafon.. 
This place is called Abou Jehaarat, and is the limit between 
the government of Teawa and Bey la. After fuch a very fa¬ 
tiguing journey, we refted at Abou Jehaarat till the after¬ 
noon. The fun was very hot,' but fortunately fome fhep- 
herds caves were dug in the bank, and to thefe we fled for 
fhelter from the intenfe heat of the fun, where the ebony 
trees, though in a very thick wood, could aflford us no fiiade,. 
for the reafons already given. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon wc fet out from, 
Abon Jehaarat, in a direction weft, and at eight in the 
evening we arrived at Beyla. There is no water be- 
iwe;n Teawa and Beyla, Once, Imgededema, and a number. 

ofr 
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of villages, were fupplied with water from wells and 
had large crops of Indian corn fown about their pof- 
fellions. Tlie curfe of that country, the Arabs Daveina* 
have deftroyed Imgcdedema, and all the villages about it, 
filled up their wells, burnt their crops, and expofed all the 
inhabitants to die by famine. 

We found Beyla to be in lat. 13“ 42'4''; that is, about 
eleven miles weft of Teawa, and thirty-one and a half miles 
due fouth. We were met by Mahomet, the Shdkh, at the 
very entrance of the town. He faid, he looked upon us as 
rifen from the dead; that we mull be good people, and 
particularly under the care of Providence, to have efcaped 
the many fnarcs the Shekh of Atbara had laid for us. Ma»- 
hornet, the Shekh, had provided every fort of refrefhment 
pofliblc for us; and, thinking we could not live without it^ 
he had ordered fugar for us from Sennaar. Honey for the 
moft part hitherto had been its fubftitute. We had a good 
comfortable fupper; as fine wheat-bread as ever 1 ate in my 
life, brought from Sennaar, as alfo rice; in a word, every¬ 
thing that our kind landlord could contribute to our plen* 
tiful and hofpitable entertainment. 

Our whole company was full of joy, to which the Shekh 
greatly encouraged them ; and if there was an alloy to the 
happinefs, it was the feeing that I did net partake of it. 
Symptoms of an aguifli diforder had been hanging about 
me for fevcral days, ever fince the diarrhcea had left me. I 
found the greateft repugnance, or naufea, at the fmell of 
warm meat; and, having a violent hcadach, I infilled up¬ 
on going to bed fupperlefs, after having drank a quantity 
of warm water by way of emetic. Being exceedingly th 
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re<l, I foon fell found afleep, having firll taken feme drop»> 
of a flrong Ipirituous lindture of the bark which I had 
prepared ar ihnidar, refolving, if I found any remilTion, as 
I then did, to nike fcveral good dozes of the bark in pow¬ 
der on the morrow, beginning at day-break, which 1 ac- 
coidingiy did with its ufual fuccel's. 

On the 20th of April, a little after the dawn of day, the 
Shekh, in great anxiety, came to the place where I was 
lying, upon a tanned buHaloe’s hide, on the giound. His 
forrow was foon turned into joy when he found me quite 
recovered from my illncfsi 1 had taken the bark, and 
exprefied a ddire of eating a hearty breakfafl of rice, which 
was immediately prepared for me^ 

The Shekh of Beyla was an implicit believer in medi¬ 
cine. Seeing me take fome drops of the tindurc before 
coffee, he infilled upon pledging me, and I believe would 
have willingly emptied the whole bottle. After baring 
fuffered great agony with his own complaint, he had 
paired fome fmafl ftones, and was greatly better, as he faid, 
for the foap-pills. I put him in a way to prepare thefe, 
as alfo his lime-water. It was impoffible to have done any 
favour for him equal to this, as his agony had been fo 
great. He told me our Moullah was arrived from Tcawa, 
and had left Shekh Fidele Hill repining at our departure, 
without leaving him the piallres- As for the eclipfe, he 
faid he did not care a draw, nor for what they did or 
knew at Mecca, for he had no intercll there. I underftood 
our friend Mahomet, Shekh of Beyla, had been under great 
’’uneafinefs at the eclipfe, when it advanced in the immer- 
fion, and became total. Some time before this, as he faid, 

there 
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there had been another, but not fo great, on the day the 
Daveina burnt Imgededema, with above thirty other \dllgt- 
gcs, and difperfed or deftroyed about two thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants of Atbara. 

It was now the time to give the Shekh a prefent, and 
I had prepared one for him, fuch as he very well deferved y 
but no intreaty, nor any means I could ufc, could prevail 
upon him to accept of the mereft trifle. On the contrary, 
he folcmnly fwore, that if I importuned him further he 
would get upon his horfe and go into the country. Alt 
that he defircd, and that too as a favour, was, that, when I 
had refled at Sennaar, he might come and confult me fur¬ 
ther as to his complaints, for which he promifed he fliould 
bring a recohipence with him. We then fettled to give his 
prefent to the Moullah, with which he was very well plea- 
fed, and which he took without any of thofe difficul¬ 
ties the Shekh of Beyla had ftarted when it was oflered to 
him. 

All being friend's now, and contented, the day was 
given to repofc and joy. The king’s fervant came and told 
me, by way of fecret, that we could not do Icfs to plcafe the 
Shekh than flay with him a week at Beyla, and I believe 
it would not have difpleafed him ; but after fo much co¬ 
ming apd going, fo much occafion for talk relative to me, 

I was refol'.ed to follow Hagi Belal’s advice, and prefs on to 
Sennaar before afTairs there were in a defperate firuation, or 
fome Ichcrae of mifehief fliould be contrived by Fidcle. 
One thing Shekh Adelan’s fervant told us, that he "had, by 
his mailer’s orders, taken from Fidelc the prefent I had 
given him, thoygh he had already made it up into a gown, 

or 
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or robe, for himfelf. “ He is a poor wretch, fays the Shckh 
of Beyla; he has fpent two years of the king’s revenues 
from Atbara, and nobody has fupported him except Shekh 
Adelan, whofe daughter he married, but he now has 
given him up fince he has fully known him ; and, if our 
troubles do not follow quickly, I fuppofe one of thefe days 
I fhall have him here in his way to Sennaar, never to re¬ 
turn ; for everybody knows now that it was in hatred to 
him, and for the many faithlefs and bad actions he was 
guilty of, that the Arabs have deftroyed all that part of 
the country, though* they have not burnt a ftraw about 
Beyla,” 

We had again a large and plentiful dinner, and a quan- 
.tity of boiiza; venifon of feveral different fpecies of the 
antelope or deer-kind, and Guinea-fowls, boiled with rice, 
the beft part of our fare, for the venifon fniellcd and tail¬ 
ed ftrongly of mufk. This was the provifion made by the 
Shekh’s two fons, boys about fourteen or fifteen years old, 
who had got each of them a gun with a match-lock and 
whofe favour I fecured to a very high degree, by giving 
them fome good gunpowder, and plenty of fmall leadeu 
Bullets. 

In the afternoon we walked out to fee the village, 
which is a very pleafant one, fituated upon the bottom of 
a hill, covered with wood, all the rell flat before it. 
Through this plain there are many large timber trees, 
planted in rows, and joined with high hedges, as in Eu¬ 
rope, forming inclofures for keeping cattle ; but of thefe 
we faw none, as they had been moved to the Dendcr for 
of the flies. There is no water at Beyla but what is 

4 
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got from deep wells. Large plantations of Indian corn 
arc everywhere about the town. The inhabitants are in con¬ 
tinual apprchenfion from the Arabs Daveina at bim Sim^ 
about 40 miles fouth-eaft from them; and from another 
powerful race called Wed abdel Gin,/, Sun of thefaws of 
the Devily who live to the fouth-weft of them, between the 
Dender and the Nile. Beyla is another frontier town of 
Sennaar, on the fide of Sim Sim ; and between Teawa and 
this, on the Sennaar fide, and Ras el Feel, Nara, and Tchelga,.. 
upon the Abyflinian fide, all is defert and wafte, the Arabs 
only fullering the water to remain there without villages' 
near it, that they and their flocks may come at certain 
feafons while the grafs grows, and the pools or fprings fill 
elfcwhere.. 

Although Twent early to bed with full determination' 
to fet out by day-break, yet I found it was impollible to pur 
my defign in execution, or get from the hands of our kind- 
landlord. One of our girbas feemed to fail, and needed to 
be repaired. Nothing good, as he truly faid, could come 
from the Shekh of Atbara. A violent difpute had arifen in 
the evening, after I was gone to bed, over their bouza, be¬ 
tween the king’s fervant and that of Shekh Adelan. It^was 
about dividing their fees which they had received from Sheklv 
Fidcle. This was carried a great length, and it was at laft a- 
greed that it fhould be determined by the Shekh of Beyla in. 
the morning, when both of them, as might be fuppofed, 
fhould have cooler heads. For my part, 1 took no thought- 
or concern about it, as no circumftance of its origin had; 
been notified to me ; but it took up fo much of our time,, 
that it was after dinner before we were ready. 
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On the 21ft of April we left Beyla .at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, our dire<ilion fouth-weft, through a very plca- 
fanr, flat country, but without water ; there had been none 
in our way nearer than the river Rahad. About eleven at 
night we alighted in a wood *. The place is called Baherie, as 
near as we could compute, nine miles from Beyla. 

On the 22d, at half paft five o’clock in the morning we 
left Baherie, ftill continuing weftward, and at nine we 
came to the banks of the Rahad. The ford is called Tchir 
Chaira. . The river itfelf wjis now Handing in pools, the 
J^water foul, {linking, arid covered with a green mantle ; the 
bottom foft and muddy, but there was no choice. The water 
at Beyla was fo bad, that we took only as much as was ab- 
folutely nccellary till we arrived at running water from 
th^ Rahad. We continued half an hour travelling along 
ihe river at N. W. and W. N. W. till three quarters paft ten. 
At noon we again met the river Rahad, v/hich now had 
.turned to the weftward of north, and by its lidcs we pitch¬ 
ed our tents near tl>!C huts of the Arabs, called Cvhala^ a 
ftationary tribe, ihat do not live in tents, but are tributary 
to theMck, and regularlypay all the raxes and exa(flions the 
government of Sennaar lays upon them, and from thefe, 
therefore, we were not under any apprehenfion. 

Ott the 2 3d, at fix o’clock in the morning we left the Co- 
hala, continuing along the river Rahad, wliich here ri ns 
a very little to the eaftward of north. At three o’clock we 
alighted at Kumar, another ftation of the fame Arabs of Co- 
hala, on the river fide. This river, here called Rahad, or 
Thunder, winds the moft of any ftream in Ahyfiinia, It 
•*bcgins not far from,, Tchelga, paiTcs between Kuara and 
2 Sennaar, 



Se^nstar, feparating %olii and 

the river ^Athctr^,;the "Aftil^s or.*rick*zeV'and 
perfedt iflahd,'^fecaf it was daily a ptf^ula. '•i 

feems to iatcrcd^t all tfi^ 'j^^gsthat wotdd-go-^WQ to the 
jniddle of the peniniihLl^jitfoththd h^h coW 
and is probably the reaioii'of the gteafc; "dcirt^^ of 
there. While it is in Abyflinia it is called bhhnfa. .;It hdls 
into the Nile at Habharras, ahoht fhiftyi^eikht inU«j north 
ofSennaar. ' ^ 


The q[uarrel between 6t^ condndtdrs ^ 
made up, that the king’s ieiVhnt wot^ not 
but always weitit half a day 4^^:^ and ^ 
we encamped in the eveaihg.;^*^' We did h^ ' pay h^ the 
compliment of alking hini w^hy he did 
him to take his owh,w^ay, #l!ich he'Ceefn^^nidt^^^W 
fed with, giving inaiiy hina at ni|^t, jj^^VheJh^adj all his^l^^' 
been averfe to the having an^ It^jg 


'•'A .•"’W . , ■■ 

■ ■■■"''f ‘' 

We fet otit at five in the aftef^joh irom dnd 

in the dbfe of the eVehifig fevei^Jmen, o4bt0«fithack 
and on%> 0 t, epmih^'chtf a!indn^ the bn^ies, V^bjen- 
deavoured to cai^V oi^h4f our We inide^ Were 

foracwhat^alarihe^ and wei^ goihg to pr^^te for fcfifti- 
ance. T^ccamel they h^^d taken^^ W^y had on if the king^saad 

t^hgs fdTjPtie.iiii 


tufe need. 



the faihe caih'dv"^4delahJi!''^fe*%hti;;^0%h:;%e.^’B^,;j 
furprifed,' did not lofe his, phiifence mind ? he'fooh kiiew 
thefe Arabs could not be rohbeni^ aad_:.^efi3^ it : Wa 
pie<^ of fhalice of thekmg\lferyantf'|#i^6fc^b^n h%ahd,ex- 
toft money froth‘ US,-id' of&r.tt>p of the 

camel. He therefore fode up to Ond^ the vil^^ irf the 
'Voi. IV. ; '.3 0- 
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^rabs, to aik that had taken awa^' 

our cai^ol 

jt-. on? ^ tl^ limits he king’s fervant regaling 

iijK)nWhkhh^,^i4«CO'3lidm '*1 fuppoft, Mahomet, 
tak,^ charge of* that tamel, and will bring it with 
fldi ^ilStamMX » it ha^ ydtur mofter’s prepenta, and mine 
and he rod^^ofiPto join us, and 

||f^#lhtho<k that-hliPmn the caiu^ who, we were 
this muft follow us. We kept on at a 

IP P^» f?*' o’clock botbre they came 

Pl^ P|^ we egf^fllSped fbr^he night, bring- 

takfn, fHong with them, 
wifth <a|t Axaboi^^ horlbbatf^ph^ded with two on foot, and 
with ihetn the king’s fervahk i did not feem at all to have 
I^|||(MU3 c4 <^y t&t robbers had taken away 

fo eafy upon the Arabs, who 
bttt the king’s fervant, 
a|i4,WtCo wan^d, Iltefor not making them a pre- 

*1^190 iM^r gi^ sa^ drinking their water. At 
^0^ fbrw^jil, ^eiuled to take t)ie camel again upon 

‘ teri|is» iin£ihing th^t the Cohala fhOuId carry h to Sen» 
;aaar; «but, after a^edt,many worde, Idece^ined to make 
^feaneilipon condition they ihould fumiih us with milk, 
y whkttw®^^ bad c^tk, thl we ^^irived at bennaar. This 

wairyory. readily coo^med^to; and ai this aifair probably 
Wks,owing 9> th^ maike O^ fhe king’s fervam, fo it ended’ 

without further thohbk.- ' 

f 

Ok the a^,..W|l4ht (#1, half after five in the morn- 
.Jng, {ever^ fmall villages of Cphala on 

she rig^ i41d oek4mikfV dll at eleven we came to the i> 

vearr 
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verBender, ftandingncw in pools, Wt by the vdfi: wid^ene^ 
of its banks, and the great deepnefs of its bed, all<if whi^ie 
fand, it ihould feepi that in tipe of rain it will contain near«« 
ly as much water as the Nile. The banka are (Everywhere 
thick overgrown with the rack and jujeb tree, efpeciallythe 
latter. The wood, which had continued moftly from S^hk» 
here failed us entirely, and reached no further towards sifenA 
naar. Thefc two flirts of trees, however, were in very great 
beauty, and of a prodigious fize.' Here we found the main 
body of Cphala, with all their cattle, living in perfcdf 16^ 
curity both from Arabs and from the plague of the fly. | 
They were as good as their^ word to'"us in fupplying ui 
plentifully with excellent nulk^t^diich we had fctrcely^r 
tailed lince we left Gondan 


At fix o’clock in the evening of the^a 4 th we fet out 
a lliady place of repofe on the banks of the Bender, throuH 
a large plain, with not a tree before us-;' but we prefentty"’ 
found ourfclves cncompaflcd with a number of villages, 
nearly of a Hze, and placed^at equal diflances in form of a 
fcmi-circle, the roofs of the houfes in fltape of cpnes, as are 
all thole within the rains. The plain w4s all of a red, foipy 
earth, and the com jufl Town. This whole country is in 
perpetual cultivation, and though at this time it had a 
bare look, would no dSubt have a magnificent one whehr 
waving With grain. At nihe we halted' at a village otf* 
Pagan Nuba/ ' Thefe are all fisldiers of the Mek of^SenndktV 
cantoned in thefe villages, which, at the diflanoe of f^ur 
or five miles, furround the whole capital They site either 
purchafed or taken by force frertn Fazudkkt aadthepfovin-. 
CCS to the fouth upon the mpuntaini ilyri and I’egla. Ha^** ^ 
ving fetdements and provifions givtik thola* «al arms 

3 G a put 
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|itit id ihfeir hiindi;’t1i^y ^li^r'syiflh^ to defert, btit 'Hve a 
irtry dOJ^tftic aiid fober life. Many of ^them that I have 
cbnvcrfcd feem a mdch ^ntler fort of negro than 
dhofd ft'om'Bahfc el Aice, thjft « thatt thofc of whom the 
iNngc, or gdyethment of compofed. 


• have fmajl fieamj^ likewife, but arc woolly- 

tfeaded^ilnd flat-nofed, lilu ^cr negrqiU, and fpeak a lan- 
'j|ttitge rather pleafi^^nufonoroue, bur’iudically different 
Ifitom ^aoy I have heard. Though the Mek, and their 
mafters At Sennaar, pretend eo be Mahometans, yet they 
neVer iitenipted to convert ihefe Nuba; on the con¬ 
trary,' tJ»ey entertain^ in^tJ^Ury villas a eei:tain number of 
Pagan'priefts, .latho have foldier^ pay, and affift them in the 
oflit^of their religion. Not Jfnowing their language per- 
ly, «or trieir .cui^mil, it is impoffible to fay any thing 
Ut their religion. Vdry few of the common fort of 
Arabic. A falfc^ account, in thefe cafes, is al- 
wiyi^ yy(^fc than no account at all. I never found one of 
theirwho eould fl>cak iSb much Arabic as to be able 
|4vc sa»y informwioti about the obje<fls of their worfhip 
m mflintSi: aad unCqativocal terms; but this was from my 
unsdttrha’ndihg thetn, and their not Undeiffanding me, 
t|!96ibaaiiy defiieof conccai|incnt, orlhyncfs on their part; 
the contrary, they fttawed alwttyj inclined to agree with 
'i^c, when they did rtottomprehend my meaning, and there 
/lb Ihe danger of being miimfbrmed. 


' Thav pay aderatioh to the moon; and diat their worfhip 
ia and fatisfadlion, is obvious evc- 

^Tf night Vhatilie fnihes. Coming out from the darknefs of 

f i) f • ,% 





|ir;’hiit«v they iky * »v^'^ 

I, teftiiy great' of '■ 


hands, It ^ ^.^ap: 
iaw them pa^.^y 
tmg, adv^i^gjto or:^^ 




&> tke 


ip '€:«^ ^i^'. like>iij%,a‘^ 


far as i coujd learn, mcy 

ftone, tho’ t peycr cou^^d^^t-^at rrce of.itoi« it ilas, 
only that it did nciv^exiit m M Somaar^ but in 


that where they Ivere bcttj;^4^_ 
great induencc bvcr thesd, but thri 
firom affe€tibnw They arc;^l 
bracelets vabout their wJni^^'^'a] 


fometimes twg, about ihtsu'Ip 

■ "S'’-; 

These villages att:ealliemP%eia, 


feemtd’to jha^e: 
l^ar only, tuid not 
by tHpk topper 

tin)^ one,^aad 

'iTv’ -j •■ *“. .'t ’ 


be the fame wofd as Daferabi'^*5^..3^^ 

Kabyles, or people‘dn'Barbaryil(rhftf^?fe:'ih,fixed h\^^^ 
the mauntainsi'^ > But -notmyM€ mUSsst'- 
enough of thecKabyies language wheii, in'Batbaiy|g#nd' 
being tcrfally 0!fi|hat..'^^ihe;'^ub|';:'we;rar^^^^^^ 

fpeaking of, p^fend-. to, puti^-/ ttus^Ae^pablij^- 

farther. They 'are-'lhubtid^^^iy 

maintaint.'grcat her^ ''lihe- 

hogs arebf.a ftUall-itin'd, 

"" c,"¥n 4 >€*a 0 Iy;'ii|f 4 mbUi^'.va 

Scotland. 


white, exceedingly pH 
t^es of f hat 

Nuba are iS%circtim<^ed. 
metans, but •'the-’^ncraSty 

them 'idlaflce higl>e£"-ii^h^ '^'ih 




^s 3^a^hjedio& -I 


fand of chefe near Seunaar,,40 
vThey are very qukt^iand.fcarcely guilty ' 





'?'* ••.'’ “'■— ■ '"'-'.W'" " T" ”''•' r";-r^ ■ 

l|te^|R»j3t}V€r.theiSi. ■"Thl. 
ii/jio inhar 

ftK^gdt4di%I^^Ui. We faw them 

n^rlf- eight fa^ 

HiibtxnB <kef». tt^ibjndate hot as this, there is 

'O^ they any, there 

_ t>f-.«il^ ,^fe^ r^ef€inbligg it, in the coiin- 

we h^d pa0ed the ri- 
ijisr - DteBder^ Hoii|^^<they never eat dheir meat raw 
as iti !t]^^alk of the 46i^ or millet, 

idsil^' ovms '^ndet<''£^6trnd, 
-hlr’^very cleanly, 
the fkins on till 

they;|ii^^piiM^(i33t^^l»ked. ^ nor Heel 

Mr hut t!h it ih a manner 
fmail pi^C^ of flick, and 
tl^y- hold perpendicular, 
fize in an- 
1% lK»lzonfld ;. they 

.dtl^,'''^'a«d;^ii|5etWi|sen their two 

i:he> fathe man- 
tstr tha<;wctiilift;# chi6i^ whimj both fticks 

a iXia^!C|i^c mpOfi 'thO fH^on ; fo 
ptsrfQftly dry a^ prbpiwed l^ 'eve^brng here i the 
;'^\ia^'^»;;9^'iidt};#aiidh^-thiey '^-every yei^ 
lb‘> 




ll|if%ft(imOonl#e’^et out 
intctiSSng to arrive a^Baf- 
J^e jt b\h:we had fcarcely 
we were inclofed, 

hy 
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fry a violent whirlimiuS* ifr«<;;anc)d at fea«jth« 

fpout, The plain wafi ear^» which ^ad been 
ly moiden^d by kihowei; in the nighlrume. Th« uhfbngf 
natc camel that had hige^When-by the Gohih^ to he* 

nearly in t{|ie center of itii';irf|rtex. It wa» lifted and thi?nwA 
down at a confiderablediftance^ and^ feveral^rf its ribs bro¬ 
ken. Although, as far as I could gnefs, I was not neanthe 
center, it whirled me off my il^ee%and threw me down upo|k 
my face, fo as to make my blood, Two 

of the i'ervants likewifc had the fanae&tO/ It p^id^red v» 
all over with mud; altnoll as fmoothly ai cpuld have been 
done with a rrowcL It cook away toy fenfe a$)d breathing 
for an indant, and i;py mouei^|iM|4, vmm fpiIi'C# mud 
when I recovered. 1 gitefs i^e fphere pf,its action to be 
about 200 feet. It demoliihed one half of a as if 

it had been cut through witf^ a knife»aod^^rfe4 
terials all over the plains leaving,the ^ther half ftandittg*^ 

i 

As foon as wc recovered'ourfelves, we took refiigo in a 
village, from fea?: oeJy, fo* we law no veftige of any Other 
whirlwind. It.involved a great tjuantity of rapn, wtuc]| 
the Nuba of the villages told»us waa^ vffy fotannatfrand por« 
tended good luck to ti8,aAti a pcoi^rodi jottmey ^ for they 
raid, that had dull and fand adfen with •the whirl«d]tid, ik 
the fame proportion k'WoulcT ha’'^ dooe.had not the earfh 
been naoillened w« IhtHdd^aU infalUbly have been A|f* 
focated; and they cautioned us* by ifayingii dbae 
pefts were very frequentdn the beginning and end of dto 
rainy and^whW^evef WW? IhouldTeWoni^.of'tSte 

ming, to fall down upon ouy ^f$m, 
ttvthe ground, aadTo pa^ 

^ ” 4 
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hAve power to cany m off 'l^br |det, nor fuSbcate u$, which 
was th« ordinary cftCis* 

i 

Ooa,lcitt4 lailSloi^* the Niiba» us a hearty welcome, 

smd helped us to walh our ciothft# irft, and then tp dry them. 
When I was 'pipped naked, they the blood running 
£rOili py np^, and (aid* they could not have thought that 
nue ib as, me been capable of bleeding. 

Hiey gaVe ua-a hog, which we ate, (except 

Ifmaeland'thelVlalnnhetans^ very much to the fatisfadtlon 
of the Nuh^ On ithe other lu^nd, as our camel was lame, 
1 )^ ordfiSfd 4||np oi^'OUr Mai^mtetan iervants to kill it, and 
takeal^'jU^Ch of it as woii|^4ji^ethetnfdves that night; we 
alfo pcpvked wantil^ ourfelves the next day. The 

reil; w^jgatejamnng our new«ju^uiied acquaintance, the Nu> 
>ch^ who did not'fml to make a £eaft upon it 

dayil after'} and^inrecompeace for our liberality, 
they provided us with a larjpi jir of bouza, not very good, 
iniioed» but better than ihe w^U-water. This I repaid by 
tobacoOi heads, pepper, and lithium, which I faw plain¬ 
ly WM h^itely more than they aapefled. Although we 
4li^ » good deal furpriA;d» .aic the hidden and violent 
e^dls of the whirlwind of that day^ and fevetely felt the 
hriilsaltbad occasioned, yet We paflfedavery focial and 
agreeable evening; thoTe only of the Nuba who had been 
any liint} at Senuaar ]Qp(»tk a bad kind of Arabic, as .well as 
language* I had fcldom* in my life, upon a 
snore comfortable night. I had a very 
neat, cImMbh entire to t^yfelf, and a Qrcek Servant that 
ncaf mq; ' jomelbf theNttha watched for us all night, 
and todq df 0^ Mb and baggage. They fung and 

replied 
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replied to one another alternately, in notes full of pleafftnt 
melody, 


Et cantare pares £if r^ondere parati—— 

ViROlL. 

till I fell fall alleep,'involuntarily, and with regret, for, tho* 
bniifed, we were not fatigued, but rather difeouraged, ha¬ 
ving gone no further than two miles that day. 

The landlord of the hut where I was aileep hiving pre» 
pared for our fafety and that of our baggage, thought hinl«> 
felf bound in duty to go and give immediate infbnhationr’' 
to the prime miniller of the unexpedled guefls that then oc¬ 
cupied his houfe. He found Adelan at flipper, but was im¬ 
mediately admitted, and a variety of queftions aiked him^ 
which he anfwered fully. He deferibed our colour, our 
number, the unufual fize and number of our fire-arms, the 
poornefs of our attire, and, above all, our great chearful* 
nefs, quictnefs, and affability, our being contented with eat¬ 
ing any thing, and in particular mentioned the hogs flefh* 
One man then prefent, teftifying abhorrence to this, Adelan 
faid of me to our landlord, ‘‘ Why, he is a foldier and a Kafr 
like yourfelf. A foldier and a Kafr, when travelling in a 
ftrange country, fhould -eat every thing, and fo does every 
other man that is wife ; has he not a fervant of mine with 
him ?” He anfwered, “ Yes, and a fervant of the king tooy 
but he had left them, and was gone forward to Sennaar.” 
“ Go you with them, fays he, and flay with them at Baf- 
boch till I have time to fend for them to town.” He had. 
returned from Aira long before we arqfe, and told us the 
converfation, which was great comfort to us aH, for we 
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were nQt much pleaft^ with the king’s fervant going be¬ 
fore, as we had every reaTpn to think he was difaffedted to 
wafds us. 

' , 0k the ?Sth,.at fix o’clodc in the morning, we fet out 
f];:om this village of Nuba, keeping fomething to the weft- 
wai^ o£S» W, our way being ftill acrofs this immenfe plain. 
All the morning there were terrible ftorms of thunder and 
lightning, fome rain, ahd one Ihower of fo large drops 
that it wet Us to the ikin in an infiant. It was quite 
calm j and every drop fell perpendicularly upon us. I think 
f never in- my life *^t fo cold a rain, yet it was not difa- 
greeable ; for the day was dole and hot, and we fiiould 
have wHhed every now and then to have had fo moderate 
a refidgeradon; this, however, was rather too abundant. 
The villages of the Nuba were, on all fides, throughout this 
plain. At. nine o’clock, we arrived at Bafboch, which is a 
large colleflion of huts of thefe people, and has the ap¬ 
pearance of n town.. 

The governor, a venerable old man of about feventy, who 
was fo feeble that he could fcarcely walk, received us with 
great complacency, only faying,, when I took him by tlic 
hand, " O Chriftian! what doll thou, at fucli a time, in 
fuch a.country ?” I was furprifed at tlie politenefs of his 
fpeech, when he called me Nazarani, the civil term for 
C^rillian in tlie eall; whereas Infidel is the general term 
among thefe brutilh people j but it feems he had been fc- 
veral times at Cairo. I had here a very clean, and comfort¬ 
able hm to k>dg^ in, though we were fparingly fupplied 
with proyifion^, all the ume we were there, but never were 
fttffer^ to whole day together., 


Basbocu 
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Basboch is on the eaftern bank of the Nile, not a quarter' 
of a mile from the ford below. The river here nms north' 
and fouth ; towards the fides it is fhallow, but deep in the 
middle of the current, and in this part it is much infefted 
with crocodiles. Sennaar is two miles and a half S. S. W. of it. 
We heard the evening drum very diftuuflly, and not vrith-" 
out anxiety, when we refledled to what a brutifli people, ac¬ 
cording to all accounts, we were about to truft ourfelves.' 
The village of Aira, where the vizir Adelan had then 
his quarters, was three miles fouth and by weft. ^ • 

Next morning, the 27th, Shekh Adelan’s fervant left uS' 
to the charge of the Nuba, to give his mafter an adebunt ■. 
of his journey, and our fafe arrival. He found Mahomet, ’ 
the king’s fervant, our other guide, before him there, and’ 
Adelan well informed of all that had paJfTed relating to Fi- 
•dde, though not from Mahomet; for as foon as he began • 
to mention that he had found us atTeawa, Adelan faid in a 
very angiT ftile, “ Will no one fave me the difgrace’of hang¬ 
ing that wretch Adelan fent back his fervant to inform 
ais, that, two days afterwards, we fhould be admitted Ma¬ 
homet, the king’s fervant, too, came back with him, and 
ftaid till the evening; then he returned to Sennaar; but 
lie did not give us the fatisfadtion to tell us,one word of 
what the king had faid to him about us, or how we ^ 
were likely to be received, leaving us altogether, in fuf- 
pence. 

On the 29rh, leave was fent us to enter ^nnstar. It was 
not without fomc difticulty that we got our quadrartt and 
heavy baggage fafely carried down the hill, for th% banks! 
are very fleep to the edge of the watd,' ’the 'mtenuOT 

3 Ha pur 



42 f tRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

our afliftants was to Aide the quadrant down the hill, in its 
cafe, which would have utterly deftroyed it; and as our boat 
was but a very indifferent embarkation, it was obliged tc 
make fcveral turns to and fro before we got all our fevera] 
packages landed on the weftern Ade. This affemblage, and 
the paffage of our camels, feemed to have etcited the appe¬ 
tite, or the curiofity, of the crocodiles. One, in particu¬ 
lar, fwam feveral times backwards and forwards along 
the fide of the boat, without, however, making any attack 
upon any of us ; but, being exceedingly tired of fuch com¬ 
pany, upon his fecond or third venture over, I fired at him 
with a rifle-gun, and fhot him direcflly under his fore flioul- 
der in the belly. Tlie wound was undoubtedly mortal, and 
very few animals could have lived a moment after recei¬ 
ving it. He, Jbiowever, dived to the bottom, leaving the wa¬ 
ter deeply tinged with his blood.. Nor did we fee him again 
sh that time; but the people at the ferry brought him to me 
the day after, having found him perfedlly dead. He was 
about twelve feet long; and tlie boatmen told me that thefc 
are by much the moft dangerous, being more fierce and ac¬ 
tive than the large ones. The people of Sennaar eat the 
crocodile, efpecially the Nuba. 1 never tailed it myfelf, but 
it Looks very much like Congor eeU 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Convcrfathn with the King—With Shekh Addon—Intervietv with th» 

King*t Ladies^ &€. &C.. 

W E were condu<fted by Adelan’s fervant to a very fpaci- 
ous good houfe belonging to the Shekh himfelf^^a- 
ving two ftoreys, a long quarter of a mile from the king’s pa¬ 
lace. He left a mefTage for us to repofcourfelves,.and in a 
day or two to wait upon the king, and that he Ihould 
fend to tell us when we were to come to him. This we re- 
folved to have complied with moft exactly; but the very , 
next morning, the 30th of April, there came a fervant from 
the palace to fummonus to wait upon the king,, which we 
immediately obeyed. I took with me three fervants, black 
Soliman, Ifmael the Turk, and my Greek fervant Michael. 
The palace covers a prodigious deal of*ground. It is all of 
one ftorey, built of clay, and the floors of earth., The cham¬ 
bers through which we pafled were all unfumilhed, and^** 

feemed. 
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feemed as if a great many of them had formerly beeri defi». 
tined as barracks for foldieis^ of whom I did not fee above 
fifty on guard/ Th6 titig 'Was in a fmall room, nor twenty 
feetTqhare, to which we afcended by two Ihort flights of 
naciow’ fteps. tfie' floor of the room was covered with 
broad fquare tiles; over it was laid aPerfian carpet, and the 
walls hung with tap^ftry of the fame country ; the whole 
isery well kept,'and in good order. 

'^THskltig was fitting upon a matrefs, laid on the ground, 
which was likewife covered with a Perfian carpet, and 
round him wai a number of cufliions of Venetian cloth of 
gold; ^is diefs did not cbrrefpond with this magnificence, 
for it Was nothing but a large, loofefliirt of Surat blue cotton 
cloth, Whitfli feemed not to differ from the fame worn by his 
fer^ts, except that, all round the edges of it, the feams 
werc4ouble-lHtched with white filk, and likewife round the 
neck.*^ His head was uncovered: he wore his own Ihort black 

♦ ♦ ' m 

hair, and was as white in colour as an Arab. He feemed 
to 1^ a man abotit thirty-four, his feet were bare, but co¬ 
ver^ by his fhirt. He had a very plebeian countenance, on 
which was ftamped no decided charader; I Ihould rather 
guefs him to be a foft, timid, irrefolute man. At my co¬ 
ming forward and kifiing his hand, he looked at me for a 
minum as if undetermined what to fay. He then afked for 
an Abyfiinian interpreter, as there are many of thefe about 
the palace. I faid to him in Arabic, “ That I apprehended I 
Underllood as much of that language as would enable me 
to anfwer any quefliori he had to put to me.” Upon which 
be turned to thepedple that Were with him, “Downright 
Ai^lfiCjlndeedt You diduot learn jthat language in Habefh?’* 
•jfeid he ta me. 1 anfwercd, “ No; I have been in Egypt, 

Tujkey, 
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•f urkey, and Arabia, where I learned it; but I have likewife 
t)ftcn fpoken it in Abylfinia, where Gr^ek,Turkifh, and fe* 
veral other languages, were ufed.” He faid, Impofflble I 
he did not think they knew any thing of languages, except¬ 
ing their own, in Abyflinia.” 

Thexe were fitting in the fide of the room, oppofite to 
him, four men drefifcd in white cotton fliirts, with a white 
ihaul covering their heads and part of their face, by 
which it was known they were religious men, or men pf 
learning, or of the law. One of thefe anfwered the king’s, 
doubt of tlie Abyflinians knowledge in languages. “ They 
have languages enough; and you know that Habefii is 
called the paradife of afles.” During this converfation, I 
took the flierrilFe of Mecca’s letter, alfo one from the king 
of Abyflinia; I gave hirn the king’s firft, and tlicn the 
fherriffe’s. He took them both as I gave them, but laid 
afide the king’s upon a cufliion, till he had read the flier- 
rifle’s. After this he read the king s, and called immediate¬ 
ly again for an Abyflinian interpreter; upon which I faid no¬ 
thing, fuppofing, perhaps, he might chufe to make hhn de^- , 
liver fome mellage to me in private, which he would not 
have his people hear. But it was pure confuflon and ab- 
fcnce of mind, for he never fpokc a word to him when he 
came. “ You are a phyfician and a foldicr,” fays the king. 

** Both, in time of need,” faid I. “ But the flienifle’s letter 
tells me alfo, that you are a nobleman in the fervice of a. 
^reat king that they call Englife-man, who is mailer 
of all the Indies, and who has Mahometan as well a» - 
Chrillian fubjedls, and allows them all to be governed: , 
by their own laws.”—*‘ Though I never faid fo,to the i^eF- t,L 
xiffB, replied I, yet it is true ; I SLm as noble as any indivi¬ 
dual 
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dual in my nation^ am alio fervant to the greateft: 
iting now reigning upon eanh, of whofe dominions, it is 
likewife truly faid, thefc Indies are but a fmall part.”— 
** The greateft king ^ fays he that fpoke about the aiTes, you 
Ihould not fay that: You forgot the grand ilgnior; 
there are four, Otman, Ferfee, Bornow, and Habclh.”—“ I 
neither forgot the grand, lignior, nor do him wrong, re¬ 
plied I. What I have iaid, I have faid.”—“ -Kafrs and 
Haves! all of them, fays Ifmael; there is the Turk, the 
king of England, and the king of France; what kings are 
Bornow and the reft ?—Kafrs.”—“ How comes it, fays the 
king, you that are fo noble and learned, that you know all 
things, all languages, and fo brave that you fear no dan¬ 
ger, but pais, with two or three old men, into fuch coun¬ 
tries as this and Ilabcfli, where Baady my father periflied 
with an army? how comes it that you do not ftay at 
home and enjoy ypurfelf, eat, drink, take pleafure and reft, 
and not wander like a poor mart, a prey to eyery danger - 
“ You, Sir, I replied, may know fome of this fort of men ; 
certainly you do know them ; for there are in your religion, 
as well as mine, men of learning, and thofe too of great 
rank and nobility, who, on account of iins they have com¬ 
mitted, or vows they have made, renounce the world, its 
riches and. plcafures; They lay down their nobility, and 
become humble and poor, fo as often to be infulted by 
wicked and low men, not having the fear of God before 
their eyes.”—■“ True, thefe are Dervifli,” faid the other three 
men. “ I am then one of thefc Dervifli, faid I, content 
with the bread that is given me, and bound for fome years 
to travel in hardfliips and danger, doing all the good I can 
to poor and rich, ferving every man, and hurting none.” 

Tybe! that is well,” fays the king. “ And how long 
•4 have 
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have you been travelling about ?” adds one of the others. 

“ Near twenty years,” faid L—You muft be very young{^ 
fays the king, to have committed fo many fins, and ^ 
early ; they mufl; all have been with women Part of 
them, 1 fuppofe, were, replied I; but I did not fay that I 
was one of thofe who travelled on account of their fins, 
but that there were fome Dervifties that did fo on account 
of their vows, and fome to learn wifdom.” He now made a 
fign, and a Have brought a cufliion, which 1 would have 
refufed, but he forced me to fit down upon it. 

I FOUND afterwards who the three men were who had 
joined in our converfation ; the firft was Ali Mogrebi, a na¬ 
tive of Morocco, who was Cadi, or chief judge at Sennaar, 
and was then fallen into difgrace with the two brothers, 
Mahomet Abou Kalec, governor of Kordofan,and ShekhAde- 
lan, prime minifter at Sennaar, then encamped at Aira at the 
head of the horfe and Nuba, levying the tax upon the Arabs 
as they went down, out of the limits of the rains, into the 
fandy countries below Atbara to prote(5l their cattle from 
the fly. Another of thefe three was Cadi of Kordofan, in the 
intereft of Mahomet Abou Kalec, and fpy upon the king. 
The third was a faint in the neighbourhood, confervator 
of a large extent of ground, where great crops of dora not 
only grow, but when threflied out are likewife kept in large 
excavations called Matamores; the place they call Shaddly. 
This man was efteemed another Jofeph among the Funge, 
wlio accumulated grain in years of plenty, that he might 
diltribute it at fmall prices among the poor when fcarcity 
came. He was held in very great reverence in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Sennaar. 

Vox.. IV. 3 I 
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Tri'E cadi then aiia^"ine, “ If I knew when Haghige Mai 
'giuge \va3 th come ?” Rett^embering ray old learned friend 
Teawa, I fcarce could forbear laughing, “ 1 have no 
wifti to know any thing about him, faid-1; I hope thofe 
days arc far ofl‘, and will not happ<?n in my time.” What 
do your books fay concerning- him ? (fays he, affe^ling a 
great look of wiltlom) Do they agree with ours ?”■ “ J don’t 
know that* faid I, till I hear what is written in your books.” 
“ Hagiugc Magiuge, fays he, arc little people, not fo big as 
bees,or like the zinab, or- fly of Sennaar, .that come in great 
fwarms out of the earth, aye, in multitudes that cannot be 
counted; two of their chiefs are to ride upon an afs, and eve- 
ry hair of that afe is to be a pipe, and every pipe is to play a 
diflerem kind of mufic, and all that hear and follow them 
are carried to hell,” “ I know them nor, faid 1, and, in the 
name of the Lord, I fear them not j were they twice as little 
as you fay'they are, and'twice as numerous, 1 truft in God 
I ftiall never be fo fond of mufic as to go to hell after an afs 
for all the tunes that he or they can play.” The king 
laughed violently, I rofe to go away, for I was heartily ti¬ 
red of the converfation. I whifpered the Abyfllnian fervant 
in Amharic, to alk wheft I lliould bring a trifle I had to 
offer the king. He faid, Not that night, as I Ihould be tired, 
but defircd that I Ihould now go home, and he would fend 
me notice when to come. I accordingly went away, and 
found a number of people in the fereet, all having feme taurK 
or affironring matter to fay, I palled through the great 
fquare before the palaccj and could not help Ihuddering, 
upon reflection, at what-had happened in that fpot to’the 
unfortunate M. du Roule and his companions, though un¬ 
der a protection which ihould have fecured them from all 
dooger, every part of which I was then unpmvidcd with. 

Tii«; 
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The drum beat a little after Ex c^dock in the evening, 
^e then had a very comfortable dinner fent us, camels ^ 
flefti ftewed with an herb of a vifcous flimy fubftance, called 
Bammia. After having dined, and finilhed the .journal of 
the day, I fell to unpacking my inftruments, the barometer 
and thermometer firft, and, after having hung them up, 
was converfing with Adelan’s fervant when I fliould pay my 
vifit to his mafter. About eight o’clock came a fervant from 
the palace, telling me now was the time to bring .tlie pre- 
fent to the king. I forted the feparate articles with all the 
fpeed I could, and we went dircdlly to the palace. The 
king was then fitting in a large apartment, as far as I could 
guefs, at fome diftance from the former. He was na¬ 
ked, but had feveral clothes lying upon his knee, and about 
him, and a fervant was rubbing him over with very (linking 
butter or greafe, with which his hair was dropping as if 
wet with water. Large as the room was, it could be fmell- 
ed through the whole of it. The king alked me, If ever I 
greafed myfelf as he did ? I faid, Very feldom, but fancied 
it would be very expenfive. He then told me, That it was 
elephants greafe, which made people ftrong, and preferved 
the Ik in very fmooth. 1 faid, 1 thought it very proper, but 
could not bear the fmcll of it, though my fkin (hould turn 
as rough as an elephant’s for the want of it. He faid, “If 
I had ufed it, my hair w'ould not have turned fo red as it 
was, and that it would all become white prefently when 
that rednefs came off. You may fee the Arabs driven in 
here by the Daveina, and all their cattle taken from them, 
becaufe they have no longer any greafe for their hair. The 
fun firft turns it red and then perfectly white ; and you’ll 
know them in the ftreet by their hair being the colour 

'3 I 2 ' q£ 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


43<5 

of yours. As for the, fmell, you will fee that cured pre- 
’fently.” 

Aftih having rubbed him abundantly with greafe,, tliey 
brought a pretty large horn, and in it fomething feent- 
ed, about as liquid as honey. It was plain that civet was 
a great part of the compofition. The king went out 
at the door, I fuppofe into another room, and there two 
men deluged him over with pitchers of cold water, whilft, 
as I imagine, he was ftark-naked. He then returned, and a 
Have anoiattd him with this fweet ointment; after which he 
fat down, as completely drefled, being juft going to his 
women’s apartment where he was to fup. I told him I won¬ 
dered why he did not ufe rofe-water as in AbylRnia, Arabia, 
and Cairo. He faid, he had it often from Cairo, when the 
merchants arrived ; but as it was now long fmee any came, 
his people could not make more, for the rofe would not grow 
in his country, though the women made fomething like it 
of lemon-flower. 

His toilet being finiftied, Ithen produced my prefent which 
I told him the king of Abyftinia had fent to him, hoping 
that, according to the faith and cuftom of nations, he would 
not only protedl me while here, but fend me fafely and 
fpeedily out of his dominions into Egypt. He anfwercd. 
There was a time when he could have done all this, and 
more, but thofe times were changed. Sennaar was in ruin, 
and was not like what it once was. He then ordered fomc 
perfumed forbet to be brought for me to drink in his pre¬ 
fence, which is a pledge that your perfon is in fafety. I there¬ 
upon withdrew, audJ^ went to his ladies,. 
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It was not till the eighth of May I had my audience df 
Shekh Adelan at Aira, which miles and a half from 

Sennaar; we walked out earl^in the morning, for the 
greateft part of the way a.long the fide of the Nile, which 
had no beauty, being totally diverted of trees, the bottom 
foul and muddy, and the edges of the water white with 
fmall concretions of calcarious earth, which, with the bright 
fun upon them, dazzled and affeerted our eyes very much. 

We then rtruck acrofs a large fandy plain without trees 
or bufties, and came to Adelan’s habitation ; two or three, 
very confiderable houfes of one rtorcy occupied the middle 
of a large fquare, each of whofe Izdes was at leart half of an 
Englilh mile. Inrtcad of a wall to inclofe this fquare, was 
a high fence or impalement of ftrong reeds, canes, or rtalks 
of dora, (I do not know which) in fafeines rtrongly joined 
together by Hakes and cords. On the outfide of the 
gate, on each hand, were fix houfes ofaflighter conrtrudlion 
chan the reft; clofe upon the fence were flicds where the fol- 
diers lay, the horfes picqueted before them with heir 
heads turned towards the fheds, and their food laid before 
them on the ground ; above each foldier’s flceping-place, co¬ 
vered only on the top and open in the fides, were hung a 
lance, a fmall oval fhield, and a large broad-fword. fliefe,. 
I underftood, were chiefly quarters for couriers, who being 
Arabs, were not taken into the court or fquare, but £hut out, 
at night. 

Within the gate was a number of horfes, with the foU 
diers barracks behind them; they were all picqueted in 
ranks, their faces to their mafters barracks. It was one of 
the fineft lights 1 ever faw of the kind. They were, all above 

fixteen. 
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fixteen hands high, of the breed of the old Saracen horfes, 
all finely made, and as our coach-horfes, but ex¬ 

ceedingly nimble in thcii^hotkm.; rather thick and fhort 
in th^ forehand, but with the moft beautiful eyes, cars, and 
heads fn the world ; they were moftly black, fome of them 
black and white, fome of them milk-white foaled, fo not 
white by age, with white eyes and white hoofs, not per¬ 
haps great irecommendation. 

A STEEL Ihirt of mail hung upon each man’s quarters 
oppofite to his horfe, and by it an antelope’s fkin made foft 
like fhamoyv with which it was covered ffom the dew of the 
night. A head-piece of copper, without crell or plumage, 
was fufpendcd by a lace above the fhirt of mail, and was 
the moft pidurefque part of the trophy. To thefe was add¬ 
ed an enormous broad-fword in a red leather fcabbard; 
and upon the pummel hung two thick gloves, not divided 
into fingers as ours, but like hedgers gloves, their fingers 
in one poke. They told me, that, within that inclolure at 
Aira, there were 400 horfes, which, with the riders, and ar¬ 
mour complete for each of them, were all the property of 
•Shekh Adclan, every horfeman being his Have, and bought 
with bis money. There were five or fix (I know not which) 
of thefe fquarcs or inclofurcs,noneof themhalfamile from 
the other, which contained the king’s horfes, flaves, and fer- 
vants. Whether they were all in as good order as Adelan’s 
I cannot fay,for I did not go further ; but no body of horfe 
could ever be more magnificently difpofed^under the direc¬ 
tion of any Ghriftian power. 

AD£L.&it was .then fitting upcwi a piece of the trunk of a 
palm-tree, in the front of one of thefe divifions of his hor- 
a fes. 
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fes, which he feemed to be coatem|ilatiag.with pieafure; a» 
Aiinbcr of black people, his owh fcrvants and friends, wete 
Handing around him.- He liad on a long drab-coloured 
camlet gown, lined with yellow fattin, and a camlet cap 
like a head piece, with two Ihort points that covered his 
ears. This, it feems, was his drefs when he rofe early in- 
the morning to vifit his horfes, which he never negletSted. 
The Shekh was a man above fix feet high, and rather cor¬ 
pulent, had a heavy walk, feemingly more from afieftation 
of grandeur than want of agility. He was about fixty, of 
the colour and features of an Arab and not of a Negro, 
but had rather more beard than falls to the lot of people 
in this country; large piercing eyes, and a determined, tho’> 
at the fame time, a very pleafing countenance. Upon my^ 
coming near him he got up, “ You that are a horfeman, . 
(fays he, witltout any falutaiion) what would your king of 
Habcfli give for tlicfc horfes f’—\Vhat king, anfwcrcd 1, in, 
the fame tone, would not give any price for fuch horfes 
if he knew their value?”—“Well, replies he, in a-lower 
voice, to the people about him, if we are forced to go to 
Habcfh (as Baady was) we will can y our horfes along with 
us.” I underftood by this he alluded to ihe ifl'ue of his 
approaching quarrel with the king. 

We then went into a large faloon, hung round'with 
mirrors and fcarler damalk ; in one of the longcft fides, were 
two large fofa’s covered with crimfon 'and yellow damaik,, 
and large cufliions of cloth of gold, like to the king’s. He 
rrow pulled ofF his camlet gown and cap, and remained 
in a crimfon fattin coat reaching down below his knees, . 
which lapped over at the breafi, and was- girt round his 
waifi with a fcarf or fafh, in which he had fiuck a fhort 
dagger in an ivory flicath, mounted Vith gold ; and one of^ 
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the largefi: and moft beautiful amethyfts upon his finger 
that ever I faw, mounted plain, without any diamonds, aniA 
a fmall gold car-ring in one of his ears. 

Why have you come hither, fays he to me, without 
arms, and on foot, and without attendants ?” Yagoube, “ I was 
told that horfes were not kept at Sennaar, and brought none 
with me.” Adelan. “ You fuppofe you have come through 
great dangers, and fo you have. But what do you think of 
me, who am day and night out in the fields, furrounded by 
hundreds and thoufands of Arabs, all of whom would cat 
me alive if they dared ?” I anfwered, “ A brave man, ufed 
to command as you are, does not look to the number of his 
enemies, but to their abilities; a wolf does not fear ten thou- 
fand flieep more than he does one.” Ad, “ True; look out 
at the door; thefe are their chiefs whom I am now taxing, 
and I have brought them hither that they may judge from 
what they fee whether I am ready for them or not.” Tag. 
“ You could not do more properly ; but, as to my own af¬ 
fairs, I wait upon you from the king of Abyllinia, defiring 
fafe condudt through your country into Egypt, with his roy¬ 
al promife, that he is ready to do the like for you again, or 
any other favour you may call upon him for.” He took the 
letter and read it. Ad. “ The king of Abyllinia may be af- 
fured I am always ready to do more for him than this. It 
is true, fince the mad attempt upon Sennaar, and the next 
Hill madder, to replace old Baaidy upon the throne, we have 
had no formal peace, but neither are we at war. We un- 
derltand one andther as good neighbours ought to do ; and 
what elfe is peace?”* Tag. “You know I am a llranger and 
tYavellcr, feeking my way home. I have nothing to do 
with peace or war between nations. All I beg is a fafe con- 
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clu(5l through your kingdom, and the rights of hofpitality 
beftowed in fuch cafes on every common ilrajager ; and one 
of the favours I beg is, your acceptance of a fmall prefent. 
I bring it not from, home ; I have been long abfent from 
thence, or it would have been better.” Ad. “ I’ll not re- 
fufe it, but it is quite unnccellary. 1 have faults like other 
men, but to hurt, or ranfom ftrangers, was never one of 
them. Mahomet Abou Kalec, my brother, is however a 
much better man to ftrangers than I am; you will be lucky 
if you meet him here ; if not, I will do for you what I can 
when once the confufion of thefc Arabs is over. 

I GAVE him the flierriiTe’slettcr, which heopened, looked at, 
and laid by without reading, faying only, “ Aye, Metical 
is a good man, he fometimes takes care of our people 
going to Mecca ; for my part, I never was there, and proba¬ 
bly never ftiall.” I then prefented my letter from Ali Bey 
to him. He placed it upon his knee, and gave a flap upon 
it with his open hand. Ad. “What! do you not know* 
have you not hcard,Mahomet Abou Dahab, hisHafnadar, has 
rebelled againft him, banifhed him out of Cairo, and now 
fits in his place ? But don’t be difconccrted at that, I 
know you to be a man of honour and prudence ; if Maho¬ 
met, my brother, docs not come, as foon as I can get leifure 
I will difpatch you.” The fervant that had condutfted me 
to Sennaar, and was then with us, went forward clofe to 
him, and faid, in a kind of whifper, “ Should he go often 
to the king ?”—When he pleafes ; he may go to fee the 
town, and take a walk, but never alone, and alfo to the pa¬ 
lace, that, when he returns to his own country, he may 
report he faw a king at Sennaar, that neither knows how 
to govern, nor will fuffer others to teach him; "^o knows 
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not how to make war, and yet will not fit in peace.” I 
then took my leave of him, but there was a plentiful break- 
faft in the other room, to which he fent us, and which 
went far to comfort Hagi Ifmael for the misfortune of his 
patron Ali Bey. At going out, I took my leave by killing 
his hand, which he fubmitted to without rcludtance. 

Shekh, faid I, when I pafs thefe Arabs in the fquare, I 
hope it will not difoblige you if I converfc with fome of 
them out of curiofity ?” Ad. “ By no means,*as much as 
you pleafe ; but don’t let them know where they can find 
you at Sennaar, or they will be in your houfe from morn¬ 
ing till niglK, will eat up all your vi<5luals, and then, in 
return, will cut your throat if they can meet you upon 
your journey.” 

I RF.TURNED homc to Sennaar, very well pleafcd with my 
reception at Aira. I had not feen, fince 1 left Gondar, a 
man fo open and frank in his manners, and who Ipoke 
without difgxiifc what apparently he had in his heart; but 
he was exceedingly engaged in bufinefs, and it was of fncli 
extent that it fecnied to me impoffible to be brought to 
an end in a much longer rime than I propofed Haying at 
Sennaar. The diftance, too, between Aira and that town 
was a very great difeouragement to me. The whole way 
was covered with infolenr, brutilh people, fo that every 
man we met between Sennaar and Aira produced fome al¬ 
tercation, fome demand of prefents, gold, cloth, tobacco, 
and a variety of other difagreeable circumftances, which' 
had always the appearance of ending in fomething fe- 
rious. 
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I HAD a long converfation with the Arabs I met with at 
Aira, and from tliein I learned pretty nearly the ficuation 
of the different clans or tribes in Atbara. Thefe were all in 
their way northward to the refpetSlivc countries in the fands 
to the caftward of Mendera and Barbar. Thefe fands, fo 
barren and defolate the reft of the year, were beginning 
now to be crowded with multitudes of cattle and inhabi¬ 
tants. The fly, in the flat and fertile mold which compofes 
all the foil to the fouthward of Sennaar, had forced this 
number of people to migrate, which they very well kncw 
v/as to coft them at leaft one half of their fubftance ; of fuch 
confequcncc is the wcakeft inftrnment in the hand of Provi¬ 
dence. The troops of Sennaar, few in number, but well 
provided with every thing, flood ready to cut thefe people 
t.fl’ from their accefs to the fands, till every chief of a tribe 
had given in a wcJl-vcrificd inventory of his whole flock, 
and made a compolition, at palling, with Sliekh Adclan. 

All fubterfuge was in vain. The fly, in polTcffion of the 
fertile country, inexorably purfued every Angle camel rill he 
took refuge in the fantls, and there he was to flay till the 
rains ceafed ; anti if, in the interim, it was difeovered tliat 
any concealment of number or quality had been made, they 
were again torctuin in the beginning of September to their 
old pafturcs ; and in this fccond paffage, any fraud, whether 
real or allcdgcd, was punilhed with great feverity. Kefift- 
?ince had been ofien tiied, and as olten found incfl'ttflual. 
However great their numbers, encumbered witli families 
and baggage as they were, they had always fallen a facri- 
ficc to thofe troops, w'cll moujited and armed, that aw'aitcd 
them in their W'ay within fight of their own homes. Ar- 
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rived once in the fands, they were quiet during the rains,, 
having paid their paffage northward, and fo they were after¬ 
wards, for the fame reafon,when they came again to their 
ovirn Ration, fouthward, when thofe rains had ceafed.. 

It may be aiked reafonably. What does the government 
of Sennaar do with that immenfe number of camels which 
they receive from all thofe tribes of Arabs in their palTage 
by Sennaar ? To this I anfwer,, Tliat aJl this tribute is not 
paid in kind. The different tribes poffefling fo many ca¬ 
mels, or lb many other cattle, have a quantum laid upon 
them at an average value. This is paid in gold, or in. 
Haves, the reft in kind; fo many for the maintenance of the 
king and government; for there is no flefli commonly ufed 
at Sennaar in the markets but that of camels. The reliclue 
is bought by the merchants of Dongola, and fent into 
Egypt, where they fupply that great confumption of 
thefe animals made every year by the caravans going to 
Mecca. 

One thing had made a very ftrong impreflion on me,, 
which was the contemptuous manner in which Adelan cx- 
prefled himfelf as to his fovereign. I was fatisfied that, 
with fome addrefs, I could keep rayfclf in favour with either 
of them *, but in the terms the^^ then were, or were very 
Jfoon to be, I could not but fear I was likely to fall into trou¬ 
ble between the two.. 

The next morning, after I came home from Aira, I was 
agreeably furprifed by a vifit from Hagi Bclal, to whom I 
had been recommended by Metical Aga, and to whom Ibra- 
hin).Se.raff, the Englifh broker at Jidda, had addrciled me for 
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any money 1 fliould need at Sennaar. He welcomed me 
with great kindnefs, and repeated teftimonics of joy and 
wonder at my fafe arrival. He had been down in Atbara 
at Gcrri, or fome villages near it, with merchandize, and 
had not yet feen the king fmee he came home, but gave 
me the very word defeription polfibleof the country, info- 
much that there feemed to be not a fpot, but the one I then 
flood on, in which I was not in imminent danger of deftruc- 
tion, from a variety of independent caufes, which it feemed. 
not pollibly in my power to avoid. He fent me in the even¬ 
ing fome refrelhments, which I had long been unaccuftom- 
cd to; fome tea, excellent cofTce, fome honey and brown 
fugar, fevcral bottles of rack, likewife nutmegs, cinnamon,, 
.ginger, and fome very good dates of the dry kind which 
he had brought from Atbara. 

Haci Belal was a native of Morocco. He had been at 
Cairo, and alfo at Jidda and Mocha. He knew the Englifh 
well, and profelTed himfelf both obliged and attached to 
them. It was fome days before I ventured to fpcak to him 
upon money bulinefs, or upon any probability of finding 
affiftance here at Sennaar. He gave me little hopes of the 
latter, repeating to me what I very well knew about the dif- 
agreement of the king and Adclan. He feemed to place all 
his expectations, and thofe were but faint ones, in the co¬ 
ming of Shekh Abou Kalec from Kordofan. He faid, no¬ 
thing could be expeded from Shekh Adclan without going; 
to Aira, for that he would never truft himfelf in Sennaar,. 
in this king’s lifetime, but that the minider was abfolute 
the moment he aflemblcd his troops without the town. 
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Onk morning he came to me, after having been with 
the king, when I was myfclf preparing to go to the palace. 
He faid, he had been fent for upon my account, and had 
been queftioned very narrowly what fort of a man I was. 
Having anCwercd very favourably, both of me and my na¬ 
tion, he was afked for Metical Aga’s letters, or any other 
letters he had received concerning me from Jidda ; he faid, 
that he had only flicwn Metical’s letter, wrote in the name 
of the ftierriflfc, as alfo one from himfelf; that there were fe- 
veral great officers of government prefent; and the Cadi 
(whom I had feen the ffrft time I had been with the king) 
liad read the letters aloud to them all: That one of them 
had affeed. How it came that fuch a man as I ventured to 
pafs thefe deferts, with four or five old fervants, and what 
it was I came to fee; that he anfwered, he apprehended 
my chief objeeft at Sennaar was to be forwarded to my own 
country. It was alfo afked. Why I had not fome Englifh- 
men with me, as none of my fervants were of that nation, 
but poor beggarly Kopts, Arabs, and Turks, who were none 
of them of my religion ? Bclal anfwered. That travellers 
through thefe countries muff take up with fuch people as 
they call find going the fame way; however, he believed 
fome Englifh fervants had died in Abyllinia, whieh coun¬ 
try I had left the firff opportunity that had olTered, being 
wearied by the perpetual war which prevailed. Upon which 
the king faid, “ He has chofen well, when he came in¬ 
to this country for peace. You knaw, Hagi Bclal, I can do 
nothing for him ; there is nothing in my hands. I could 
eafier get him back into Abyflinia than forward him into 
Egypt. Who is it now that can pafs into Egypt ?” The Cadi 
then faid, “ Hagi Belal can get him to Suakem, and fo to 
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Jidda to his countrymen.” To which Belal replied, “ The 
king wili find fome way when he thinks farther of it.” 

A FEW days after this I had a meflage from the palace. 
1 found the king fitting alone, apparently much chagrined, 
and in ill-humour. He alked me, in a very peeviOi man¬ 
ner, “ If I was not yet gone ?” To which I anfwcred, “ Your 
Majcfty knows that it is impoflihle for me to go a llcp from 
Sennaar without afliftance from you.” He again aiked me, 
in the fame tone as before, “ How I could think of coming 
that way ?” I faid, nobody imagined in Abyffinia but that 
lie was able to give a ftranger fafe conduifl through his own 
dominions.” He made no reply, but nodded a lign for me 
to depart, which I immediately did^ and fo finilhed this fiiort, 
but difagrceable interview. 

About four o’clock that fame afternoon I was again fent 
for to the palace, when the king told me that feveral of 
his wives were ill, and delircd that I would give them my 
advice, which 1 promifed to do without dilllculty, as all 
acquaintance with the fair fex had hitherto been much to 
my advantage. I muH: confefs, however, that calling thefe 
the fair fex is not preferving a precifion in terms. I was 
adniittcd into a large fquarc apartment very ill lighted, in 
wliich were about fifty women, all perfeJlly black, without 
any covering but a very narrow piece of cotton rag about 
their waills. While 1 was muling whether or not thefe all 
might be queens, or whether there was any (}iiecn among 
them, one of them took me by the hand and led me rudely 
enough into another apartment. This was much bcricr 
lighted than the firll. Upon a large bench, or I'ofa, cover xl 
1 with 
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vrith blue Surat cloth, fat three perfons cloathed from the 
neck to the feet with blue cotton ihirts. 

Ons of thele, who I found was the favourite, was z- 
bout fix feet high, and corpulent beyond all proportion. 
She feemed to me, next to the elephant and rhinoceros, to 
be the largeft living creature I had met with. Her fea¬ 
tures were perfedlly like thofe of a Negro ; a ring of gold 
pafifed through her under lip, and weighed it down, till, 
like a flap, it covered her chin, and left her teeth bare, 
which were very fmall and fine. The infide of her lip Ihc 
had made black with antimony. Her ears reached down 
to her flioulders, and had tne appearance of wings ; flic 
had in each of them a large ring of gold, fcmewhat fmaller 
• than a man’s little finger, and about five inches diameter. 
The weight of thefe nad drawn down the hole where her 
ear was pierced fo much that three fingers might eafily 
pafs above the ring. She had a gold necklace, like what 
we ufed to call Efclavage, of feveral rows, one below an¬ 
other, to which were hung rows of fequins pierced. She 
had on her ancles two manacles of gold, larger than any 
I had ever feen upon the feet of felons, with which I could 
not conceive it was poflible for her to waP'^, hut afterwards I 
found they werehollow. The others wcr*. ii led pretty much 
in the fame manner; only^there was one that had chains 
which came from her ears to the outfide of each noftril, 
where they were fallened. There was alfo a ring p t thro* 
the griftle of her nofe, and which hung down to the open¬ 
ing of her mouth. I think Ihe muft have breathed with 
great difficulty. It had altogether fomething of the ap¬ 
pearance of a horfe’s bridle. Upon my coming near them, 
the eldeft put her hand to her mouth and kifled it, 

4 faying. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


449 


faying, at the fame time, in very vulgar Arabic, “ Kifhalek 
howaja?” (how do you do, merchant). I never in my .life 
was more plcafed with diflant falutations than at this time. 
I anfwered, “ Peace be among you ! I am a phylician, and 
not a merchant.” 

I SHALL not entertain the reader with the multitude of 
their complaints ; being a lady’s phyfician, dil’crction and 
filcnce are my firll duties. It is fufficient to fay, that there 
was not one part of their whole bodies, infide and outfide, 
ill which fome of them had not ailments. The three 
queens infiftcd upon being blooded, wdtich dcfire I complied 
with, as it was an operation ibi.t required diort attendance; 
but, upon producing the lancets, their hearts failed them. 
^J'hcy then all cried out for the Tabange, which, in Arabic, 
means a pillol; but what they meant by this word W'as, the 
cupping inllrimicnt, which goes oil'with a fpring like the 
fnap of a pillol. I had two of thefc with me, but not at 
that time in my pocket. I fenr my frrvant home, however, 
to bring one, and, that fame evening, performed the ope¬ 
ration upon .the three queens with great fuccefs. The 
room tvas overflowed with an cflTulion of royal blood, and 
the whole ended with their infilling upon my giving them 
the inllrument irfelf, which I was obliged to do, after cup¬ 
ping two of their Haves before them, who had no com¬ 
plaints, merely to Ihcw them how the operation was to be 
performed. 

Another night I was obliged to attend them, and gave 
the queens, and two or three of the great ladies, vomits. I 
will I'pare my reader the recital of lb naufeous a feene. 
The ipecacuanha had great elledl, and warm water was 
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drunk very cnpi'nuily. The. patients were numerous, and 
the floor of the room received all the evacuations. It was 
moil prodigioufly hot, and the horrid, black,figures, moan¬ 
ing and groaning with ficknefs all ar^^und me, gave me, I 
think, f in? flight idea of the punifhment in the world be¬ 
low. My mortifications, however, did not flop here. 1 ob- 
lerved that, in coming into their prefence,, the queens, were 
all covered with cotton fliirts ; but no fooner did their 
complaints make part of our converfation,.than, to my u&- 
mofl furprife, each of them, in her turn, flript herfclf entire¬ 
ly naked, laying her cotton fhirt loofely on her lap as fhe 
fat crofs-legged like a tailor. The cuflom of going na¬ 
ked in thefe warm countries abolifhes all delicacy concern¬ 
ing it. I could not but obferve that the breads of each of 
them reached the. length of their knees. 

This exceeding confidence on their part, thqy thought, 
merited fome confideration on mine; and it was not with¬ 
out great aftonifhment that I heard the queen defire to fee 
me in the like difhabille in which fhe had fpontaneoufly 
put herfelf. The whole court of female attendants flocked 
to the fpeiflacle. Refufal/ or refiflance, were in vain. 1 
was furroanded with fifty or fixcy women, all equal in fta- 
ture and flrength to myfelf. The whole of my cloathing 
was, like theirs, a long loofc fhirt of blue Surat cotton 
cloth, reaching from the neck down to the feet. The on¬ 
ly terms I could poflibly, and that with great difficulty^ 
make for myfelf were, that they fhould be contented to 
drip me no farther than the flioulders and brcaft. Upon 
feeing th-e whitenefs of my fkin, they gave all a loud cry 
in token of dillike, and fhuddered, feeming to confider it 
rather the effic<5ls of difeafc.than naturaL. Irhink in my 
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life I never felt fo difagreeably. I have been in more than 
one battle, but furely I would joyfully have taken my 
chance again in any of them to have been freed from that 
examination. I could not help like wife refleefting, that, if 
the king had come in during this exhibition, the confe- 
quence would either have been impaling, or llripping olF 
that fkin whofe colour they were fo curious about; tho’ 

I can folemnly declare there was not an idea in my brcall, 
fince ever I had the honour of feeing thefe royal beauties, 
that could have given his majefty of Sennaar the fmallcit 
reafon for jealoufy; and I believethe fame may be faid of the 
fentiments of theladies inwhafegarded me. Ours was a mu¬ 
tual paflion, but dangerous to no one concerned. I returned 
home with very different fenfations from thofe I had felt 
after an interview with the beautiful ift.ifcach of Tcawa, 
Indeed, it was impoflible to be more chagrined at, or more 
difgufted with, my prefent fituation than I was, and the 
more fo, that my delivery from it appeared to be very dif- 
tant, and the circumftances were more and more unfavour¬ 
able every day. 

An event happened which added to my didrefs. Going 
one evening to wait upon the king, and being already with¬ 
in the palace, palling through a number of rooms that are 
now totally deferted, where the court of guard ufed to be 
kept, I met Mahomet, the king’s fervant, who accompanied 
us from Teawa, Such people, though in reality often 
enough drunk, yet if they happen to be fober at the time of 
their committing a crime, counterfeit drunkennefs, in order 
to avail themfelves of it as an excufe. This fellow, feeing me 
alone, came ftaggering up to me, faying, “ Damn you, Ya- 
geube, I have met you now, pay me for the trouble of go- 
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ing for you to Teawaand with that he put his arm to 
lay hold of me by the breaft. I faid to him, “ Off hands, you 
mfHanand, taking him by the arm, 1 gave him fuch a 
pufli that he had very near fallen backward ; on which he 
cried out, in great fury, “ Give me fifty patakas (about twelve 
guineas) or I’ll ham-ftring you this inftant.” I had always 
piflols in my pocket for an extremity; but I could not con- 
fider this drunkard, though armed, to have reduced me to 
that fituation; 1 therefore immediately clofed upon him, 
and, catching him by the throat, gave him a violent wrench 
backward, which threw him upon the ground. 1 then took 
his fword out of his hand ; and in the inftant my black fer- 
vant Soliman appeared, who had ftaid behind convcrfing 
with fome acquaintance in the ftreer. Several other black 
companions of thy rafcal likewife appeared ; pait feemed 
to defend, and part to intercede for him, but none to con¬ 
demn him. Soliman,however, infifted upon carryingliim be¬ 
fore the king witli his drawn fword in his hand. Rut how 
were we furprifed, when the king’s anfwcr to our complaint 
was, “ That the man was drunk, and that the people in 
that country were not ufed to fee franks, like me, walking 
in the ftreet.” He then gave Soliman a fliarp reproof for 
having the prefumption, as he called it, to difarm one of 
his fervants in his palace, and immediately ordered his 
fword to be reftored him. 

We were retiring full of thoughts what might be the 
occafion of this reception, when we were met by Kittou, 
Adclan’s brother, who was left with the care of the town. 
I told the whole afi’air. He heard me very attentively, and 
with apparent concern. “ It is all the king’s fault; every 
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flavc (Iocs what he plcafcs, faitl he. If I mention this 
to Adclan, he will order the drunkard's head to be Ilruck off 
before the palacc-gatc. But it is better for you that nothing 
of this kind happen while you are here. Mahomet Abou 
Kalcc is daily expected, and all thefe things will be put up¬ 
on another footing. In the mean time, keep at home as 
much as pofllble, and never go out without two or three 
black people along with you, fervants, or others. While 
you are in my brother’s houfe, as you now are, and we alive, 
there is no body dares molell you, and you arc perfedfly at 
liberty to refufe or admit any perfon you pleafe, whether 
they come from the king or not, by only faying, Adelan 
forbids you. I will anfwer for the rcll. The lefs you 
conic here the better, and never venture into the llreet at 
night.” 

O 


At this iridant a melTage from the king called him in. 
I went away, better fatislied than before, betaufe 1 now' 
had learned there was a place in that town where 1 could 
remain in fafety, and I was rcfolved there to await the 
arrival of Abou Kalec, to whom I looked up as to the 
means Providence was to ufc to free me from the dcligns 
the king was apparently meditating againft me. I was 
more confirmed in tlie belief of thefe bad intentions, by a 
converfation he had with Ifagi Belal, to whom he laid. 
That he was very credibly informed 1 had along with 
me above 2000 ounces of gold, bcTidcs a quantity of 
filver, and ricli embroideries from India, from wliicli 
lafl place, and not from Cairo, 1 was come as a merchant, 
and not a phylician. 1 rcfolved, therefore, to keep clofe at 
home, and to put into fomc form the obfervations that 
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I had made upon this extraordinary government; a mo¬ 
narchy that had ftarted up, as it were, in our days, and 
of wliich no traveller has as yet given the fmallcft ac¬ 
count. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Converfations withAcbmet-^-Hillory and Government of Sennaar^Heat-— 
Difeafes-—-Trade of that Country—The Author's diflrefed Situation--^ - 
Leaves Sennaar, 

F rom Salidan’s time, till the couqiieft of Selim empe¬ 
ror of the Turks, who tinifhed the reign of the Ma- 
malukes by the murder of Tomum Bey, that is, from the 
twelfth to the fixteenth century, the Arabs in Nubia and Beja, 
and the feveral countries above Egypt, had been incorpora¬ 
ted with the old indigenous inhabitants of thofe territo¬ 
ries, which were the Shepherds^ and, upon converfion of thefe 
laft to the Mahometan religion, had become one people 
with thofe Saracens who over-ran this country in the Kha¬ 
lifat of Omar. The only diftineflion that remained was, 
that the Arabs continued their old manner of life in tents, 
while the indigenous inhabitants lived in huts, moftly by 
the fides of rivers, and among plantations of date-trees. 

It 
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It niuH; be, however, remembered, that this, though a 
pretty general obfervation, docs not hold without excep¬ 
tion ; I'or the Arabs of Mahomet's own family, the Beni 
Koreifh, mollly lived in towns, fuch as Mecca, Tajef, and 
Medina, efpecially after the cxpulfion of the Jews and the 
cllabliflimcnt of Ixis empire. Many alfo of thefc, who 
c.tmc over to Beja and the eaftern part of Nubia, continued 
their pra6lice of living in fmall towns or villages, and were 
diflinguthied by the name of Jahelecn : This appellation, li¬ 
terally interpreted, fignifies Pagans ; but by extention, the 
ancient races of Arabs converted immcdiatclv from Pa- 
ganifm to the Mahometan faith, by Mahomet himfelf, 
without having ever embraced Chrilliaraty, or any other Pa¬ 
gan fuperflition bcfidcs pure Sabaifm, and this was the old 
religion of Arabia, and of the whole peninfuia of Africa to 
the VVcllern Ocean. Thefc Jahelecn are generally known 
by their name, referring to men of conftderation in the time 
of Mahomet’s life, whom they call their father, or to fomc 
circumilance relating to Mahomet himfelf. An example of 
the fird of the race is, Rabatab, that is, Rabat ivas our father, or, 
“ wc arc the children of Rabat.” An example of the fccond 
is the Macabrab, or, the fpulchre is our father, meaning the 
fepulchre of their prophet at Medina. 

These Jahelecn are, as I have faid, truly noble Arabs of 
the race of Beni Koreifh. Though they live in villages, they 
arc the mod dangerous and mod fanatic wretches a travel¬ 
ler can meet. All this country, though nominally fubjeed 
to Egypt for the fake of trade, had their own prince of the 
race of Beni Koreilh, whofe title was Welled Agecb,5'o7/ of the 
Good, which was his general inauguration name ; and, be- 
lidcs this, he was called Ali, or Mahomet Welled Agccb, 
3 which 
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which is part of his title, or, as it were, his Chriftian name 
added to that of his family. This prince was, neverthelefs, 
but the Shekh of all the Arabs, to whom they paid a tribute 
to enable him to maintain his dignity, and a fufficient 
■ftrength to keep up order and inforce his decrees in public 
matters. As for oeconomical ones, each tribe was under the 
government of its own Shekh, old men, fathers of families 
in each clan. 

The relidence of this Arab prince, called for fhortnefs 
Wed Ageeb, was at Gerri, a town in the very limits of the 
tropical rains, immediately upon the ferry which leads a- 
crofs the Nile to the defert of Bahiouda, and the road to Don- 
gola and Egypt, joining the great defert of Selima. This 
was a very well-chofcn fituation, it being a toll-gate, as it 
were, to catch all the Arabs that had flocks, who, living 
within the rains in the countiy which was all of fat earth, 
were every year, about the month of May, obliged by the 
fly to pafs, as it were, in review, to take up their abode in 
the fandy defert without the tropical rains. By the time 
fair weather returned in the fertile part of the country to 
the fouthward, and freed them from the fly, all forts of ver¬ 
dure had grown up in great luxuriancy, while hunger fla¬ 
red them now in the face among the fands to the north¬ 
ward, where every thing eatable had been confumed by 
the multitudes of cattle that had taken refuge there. The 
Arab chief, with a large army of light, unincumbered horfe, 
flood in the way of their rcLurn to their pafltires, till they 
had paid the uttennoft farthing of tribute, including arrears, 
if any there were. Such was the ftate and government 
of the whole of this vafl country, from the frontiers of 
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Egypt to thofe of Abyflinia, at the beginning of the i6th 
century. 

In the year 1504, a black nation, hitherto unknown, inha^- 
biting the weftem banks of the Bahar el Abiad, in about lati-' 
tude 13% made a defcent, in a multitude of canoes, or boats, 
upon the Arab provinces, and in a battle near Hcrbagi, 
they defeated Wed Ageeb,and forced him to a capitulation, 
by which the Arabs were to pay to their conquerors, in the 
beginning, one half of their flock, and every fubfequent 
year, one-half of the increafe, which was to be levied at the 
time of their palling into the fands to avoid the fly. Upon 
this condition, the Arabs were to enjoy their former pofTcf- 
lions unmolefted, and Wed Ageeb his place and dignity, that 
he always might be ready toaife coercion in favour of the 
conquerors, in cafe any of the diftant Arabs refufed pay¬ 
ment, and he thus became as it were their lieutenant.. 

This race of negroes is, in their own country, called' 
Shillook. They founded Sennaar, lefs advantageoufly fitu- 
ated than Gerri, and removed the feat of government of 
Wed Ageeb to Herbagi, that he might be more immediate¬ 
ly under their own eye. It was the year 1504 of the Chrillian 
a:ra that Amru, fon of Adelani the firfl of their fovereigns 
on the eaUern fide of the Nile, founded this monarchy, and 
built Sennaar, which hath ever Cncc been the capital. From 
this period, till the time when I was at Sennaar, 266 years 
had- elapfed, in which 20 kings had reigned, that is, from 
Amru the firfl, to Ifmain the prefent king. He was about 
34 ^nears of age, and had reigned three years, fo that, not- 
withftanding the long reigns of Amba Rabat the firfl, and 
the two Baadys, the duration of the reigns of the kings of 

Sennaar 
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Sennaar will be but 13 years upon an average; eight of the 
twenty have been depofed, and Ifmain th€ prefent king 
Hands the fairell chance poflible of being very fooii the 
Qth of that number. 

At the cllablifhing of this monarchy, the king, and the 
whole nation of Shillook, were Pagans. They were foon 
after converted to Mahometifm, for the fake of trading 
with Cairo, and took the name of Funge, which they inter¬ 
pret fometimes lords, or conquerors, and, at other times, 
free citizens. All that can be faid with certainty of this 
term, as there is no accefs to the ftiidy of their language, is, 
that it is applicable to thofe only that have been born eaft 
of the Bahar cl Abiad. It docs not fecni to me that they 
fhould pride themfelvcs in being free citizens, becaufe the 
firH title of nobility in this country is that of (lave ; indeed 
there is no other. Upon any appearance of your undervalu¬ 
ing a man at Sennaar, he inftantly afks ) ou if you know who 
he is ? if you don’t know that he is a Have, in the fame idea of 
ariftocratical arrogance, as would be faid in England upon 
an altercation, do you know to whom you arc fpeaking ? do 
you know that I am a peer? All titles and digirftics are un¬ 
dervalued, and precarious, unicfs they are un the hands 
of one who is a Have. Slavery in Sennaar is the only true 
nobility. 

As I do not know that the names of thefe fovereigns are 
to be found any where clfc, I have fet them down here. The 
record from which I drew them is at Icaft as extraordinary 
as any part of their hiftory; it was the hangman’s roll, or 
regifter. It is one of the fingularities which obtains among 
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this bnidfli people, that the king afcends liis throne under 
an admiffion that he may be lawfully put to death by his own 
fubjedls or Haves, upon a council being held by the great of¬ 
ficers, if they decree that it is not for the advantage of the 
fiate that he be fuffered to reign any longer. There is one 
oflicer of his own family, who, alone, can be the inilrument 
of fliedding his fovereign and kinfman’s blood. This of¬ 
ficer is called, Sid cl Coom, mailer of the king’s houfehold, 
or fervanrs, but has no vote in depollng him ; nor is any 
guilt imputed to him, however many of his fovereigns he 
thus regularly murders. Achmet bid el Coom, the prefent 
licenfed parricide, and refideni in Ifmain’s palace, had mur¬ 
dered the late king NalTcr, and two of his fons that were 
well grown, belides a child at his mother’s bread; and he 
was expecting every day to confer the fame favour upon 
Ifmain; though at prefent there was no malice on the one 
part nor jealoufy on the other, and I believe both of them 
had a guefs of w'hat was likely to happen. It was this Ach- 
met, who was very much my friend, that gave me a lid of 
the kings that had reigned, how long their reign laded, 
and whctlier they died a natural death, or were depofed and 
murdered. 

T»is extraordinary officer was one of the very few that 
Ihewed me any attention or civility at bennaar. He had 
been violently tormented with the gravel, but had found 
much eafe from the ufc of foap-pills that I had given him,, 
and this had produced, on his part, no fmall degree of gra¬ 
titude and fiiendlhip ; he was alfo fubjcid: to the cpilepfy, 
but this lie was perfuaded w'as witchcraft, from the machi¬ 
nations of an cnemv who rclidcd far olF. I often (laid at 

his 
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his houfe all night, when he fufFered exceffive pains, and I 
may fay then only I was in fafety. 

AcHMET fcemed, by ftrange accident, to be one of the 
gentleft fpirits of any that it was my misfortune to converfe 
with at Sennaar. He was very little attached to, or convin¬ 
ced of, the truth of the Mahometan religion, and as little 
zealous or inftrucSted in his own. He ufed often to qualify 
his ignorance, or dilbelief, by faying, that any, or no reli¬ 
gion, was better than that of a Chriftian. His place of birth 
was in a village of Fazuclo, and it appeared to me that he 
was Hill a Pagan. He was conftantly attended by Nuban 
prieils, powerful conjurers and forcerers, if you believed 
him. I often converfed with thefe in great freedom, when 
it happened they underftood Arabic, and from them I learn¬ 
ed many particulars concerning the fituation of the inland 
part of the country, efpecially that vaft ridge of mountains, 
Dyre and Tegla, which run into the heart of Africa to the 
weflward, whence they fay. anciently they came, after ha¬ 
ving been preferved there from a deluge. I all*d them 
often, (powerful as they were in charms). Why they did 
not cure Achmet of the gravel, or epilepfy ? Their anfwer 
was. That it was a Chriftian devil, and not fubje<!l: to their 
power. 

Aciimet did not believe that I was a Chriftian, knew I 
was no Mahometan, but thought I was like himfelf, lome- 
thing between the two, nor did I ever undeceive him. I was 
no miftionary, nor had 1 any care of fouls, nor defn e to en¬ 
ter into converfation about religion with a man whofe only 
oflice was to be the deliberate murderer of his fovereign. 
He fpoke good Arabic, was oflended at no queftion, but an- 
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fwered freely, and without referve, whether about the coun¬ 
try, religion, or government, or the poll which he enjoyed, 
if we can term it enjoying an office created for fuch horrid 
crimes. He told me, with great coolnefs, in anfwcr to a 
queftion why he murdered Naffer’s fon in his father’s pre¬ 
fence, that he did not dare to do otherwife from duty to 
NalTer, whofe right it was to fee his fon llain in a regular 
and lawful manner, and this was by cutting his throat with 
a fword, and not by a more ignominious and painful death, 
which, if it had not been done in the father’s fight, the ven¬ 
geance of his enemies might have fuggefted and infli< 5 led. 
He faid, that Naffer was very little concerned at the fpedlacle 
of his fon’s death, but very loth when it came to his turn 
to die himfelf; that he urged him often to fuffer him to 
efcape, but, finding this in vain, he fubmitted without re- 
fiftance, He told me, Ifmain, the prefent king, flood upon 
very precarious ground; that both the brothers, Adelanand 
Abou Kalcc, were at the head of armies in the field ; that 
Kittou had at his difpofal all the forces that were in Sen- 
naar ; and that the king was little cfleemed, and had nei¬ 
ther experience, courage, friends, money, nor troops. 

I ASKED him if he was not afraid, when he entered into 
the king’s prefence, left he, too, might take it into his head 
to fhew him, that to die or be flain was not fo flight a mat¬ 
ter as he made of it. He faid, “By no means,; that it was 
his duty to be with the king the greateft part of the morn¬ 
ing, and neceffarily once very late in the evening; that 
the king knew he had no hand in the wrong that might be 
done to him, nor any way advanced his death ; but, being 
come to the point that he muft die, the reft was only a 
4 matter 
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matter of decency, and it would undoubtedly be the obje<St 
of his choice rather to be flain by the hands of his own re¬ 
lation in private, than thofe of a hired alTallin, an Arab, or 
a Chriftian Have, in public view before the populace.” 
When Baady the king’s father was taken prifoner, and fent 
toTeawato Welled Haflan governor of Atbara, (Shekh Fi- 
dele’s father) Adelan ordered him to be put to death there, 
and Welled Haflan carried that order into execution. The 
king being always armed, was flout, and feemed to be up¬ 
on his guard ; and Welled Haflan found no way of killing 
him but by thrulling him through the back with a lance 
while wafhing his hands. The people murmured againft 
Adelan exceedingly, not on account of the murder itfelf, 
but the manner of it, and Welled HafTan was afterwards 
put to death himfelf, though he adled by exprefs orders, 
becaufe, not being the officer appointed, he had killed the 
king, and next, becaufe he had done it with a lance, where¬ 
as the only lawful inflxument was a fword. 

I HAVE already faid, that it was the year of the Hegira, 
anfwering to 1504 of the Chriftian tera, that this people, call¬ 
ed Shillook, built the town of Sennaar, and eflablifhed 
their monarchy, which has now fubfifted under a fucceffion ^ 
of twenty kings of the fame family. 


LIST 
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Lift of the Kings of Sennaar. 


Amru, fon of Adelan, began his reign in the 
year 1504, and reigned 
Neil, his fon, 

Abdelcader, fon of Amru, 

Amru, fon of Neil, depofed. 

Dekin, fon of Neil, 

Douro, his fon, depofed, 

Tiby, fon of Abdelcader, 

Ounfa, depofed, 

Abdelcader, fon of Ounfa, depofed, 

Adelan, fon of Ounfa, depofed, 

Baady, fon of Abdelcader, 

Rebat, fon of Baady, 

Baady, his fon, 

Ounfa, fon of Naffer fon of Rebat, 

Baady el Achmer, his fon, 

Ounfa, his fon, depofed, 

L’Oul, fon of Baady, 

Baady, his fon, depofed. 

Naffer, his fon, depofed, 

Ifmain, 
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Although thefe kings began with a very remarkable 
conqueft, it does not appear they added much to their 
kingdom afterwards. Ounfa, fon of Naffer, is faid to have 
firft fubducd the province of Fazuclo. I fliall but make 
three obfervations upon this lift, which is undoubtedly au¬ 
thentic. The firft is, that this monarchy having been efta- 
bliftied in the 1504, it muft anfwer to the 9th year of the 
reign of Naod in the Abyffinian annals, as that prince began 
to reign in 1495.—The fecond is, that Tecla Haimanout, the 
fon of Yafous the Great, writing to Baady el Achmer, or the 
White, who was the fon of Ounfa, about the murder of M. 
du Roulc the French Ambaffador, in the beginning of this 
century, fpeaks of the ancient iriendfliip that had fubfifted 
between the kings of Abyflinia and thofe of Scnnaar, ever 
fince the reign of Kim, whom he mentions as one of 
Baady’s remote predeceflbrs on the throne of Sennaar. Now, 
in the whole lift of kings we have juft given, we do not 
find one of the name of Kim,; nor is there one word 
mentioned of a king of Scnnaar, or a treaty with him, 
in the whole annals of Abyflinia, till the beginning of 
Socinios’s reign. I therefore imagine that the Kim 
which Tecla Haimanout informs us his predecefibrs 
correfponded with in ancient times, was a prince, who, 
.under the command of the Caliph of Cairowan, in the 
kingdom of Tunis in Africa, took Cairo and fortified it, 
by furrounding it with a ftrong wall, and who reigned, by 
Jiimfclf and fucceffors, too years, from 998 to iio-i, when 
•Hadcc, the laft prince of that race, was flain by Salidan, firft 
VoL IV. 3 N Suldan 
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Soldan of Egypt, with which Country the Abyflinians at that 
time were in conftant correfpondencc, though I never 
heard they were with Sennaar, which indeed did not exill 
at that time, nor was there either city or kingdom till the 
reign of Naod; fo it was a correfpondence with the fovc- 
reigns of (^airo, Tccla Haimanout miftook for that with Sen¬ 
naar, which monarchy was not then founded.—The third 
obfer\'ation is, that this Baady el Achmer, being the very 
king who murdered M. du Roule in 1704, did, neverthelefs, 
live till the year 1726, having reigned 25 years; whereas 
M. de Maillet* writes to his court, that this prince had 
been defeated and (lain in a battle he had with the Arabs, 
under their Shekh at Hcrbagi in 1705. 

Upon the death of a king of Sennaar, his elded: fon fuc- 
ceeds by right; and immediately afterwards as many of 
the brothers of the reigning prince as can be apprehended 
are put to death by the Sid el Coom, in the manner already 
deferibed. Achmet, one of the fons of Baady, brother of 
Naffer, and Ifmain now on the throne, fled, upon his brother’s 
accellion, to the frontiers of Kuara, and gathering to¬ 
gether about a hundred of the Ganjar horfe, he came to 
Gondar, and was kindly received by the Itcgh^, who perfua- 
ded him to be baptifed. Some time after he returned 
to Kuara, and joined the king’s army a little before the bat¬ 
tle of Serbraxos, with- about the fame number of horfe, 
and there he mifbehaved, taking flight upon the firfl: ap¬ 
pearance 


* V-id, Conful Maillet’!! letter to the Fteoth aaibalTador publifned by Le Grande in 
Hillory of Abyffioia. 
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pearance of the enemy, before a man was killed or wound¬ 
ed on either fide. He was graceful in his perfon and car¬ 
riage, but a liar and drunkard beyond all conception. 

The pradice which obtains at Sennaar of murdering all 
the collaterals of the royal family, feems.to be but t part 
of the fame idea * which prevails in AbylTinia, of confining 
the princes all their lives upon a mountain. The difference 
of treatment, in cafes perfeiHrly parallel, feems to offer a 
juft manner of judging, how much the one people furpaftes 
the other in barbarity of manners and difpofition. In Abyf- 
finia, the princes are confined for life on a mountain, and 
in Sennaar they are murdered in their father’s fight, in the 
palace where they were born. 

As in Abyflinia, fo neither in Sennaar do women fuccecd 
to fovereignty. No hiftorical reafon is given for this exclu- 
fion. It probably was a rule brought from El-aice, their 
own country, before founding their monarchy, for the very 
contrary prevailed among the Shepherds, whom they fub- 
dued in Atbara. The princeffes, however, in Abyftinia, are 
upon a much better footing than thofe of Sennaar. Thefe 
laft have no ftate nor fettled income, and arc regarded very 
little more than the daughters of private individuals. A- 
mong that crowd of women which I faw the two nights I 
was in the palace, there were many princefies, fifters of the 
king, as I was after told. At that time they were not di- 
ftinguiftiable by their manners, nor was any particular 
mark of rcfpedl fhewn them. 

3 N a The 
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The royal family were originally Negtocs, and remain 
fo ftill, when their mothers have been black 1 ike themfclves; 
but when the king has happened to marry an Arab womans 
as he often does, the black colour of the father cedes to the 
white of the mother, and the child is wliite. Such was the 
cafe of Baady, therefore named Achmer; his father Rebat 
was black, but marrying an Arab, his fon who fucceeded 
him was white. The laft Baady who was llain at Teawa 
was a perfect Negro ; and by a flave from his own country 
he had the late king Naffer, who, like his father, was a 
perfect black. By an Arab of the tribe of Daveina he had 
Ifmain the prefent kingy who is white, and. fo it has inva¬ 
riably happened in the royal family, as well as in private 
ones. But what is Hill more extraordinary, though equally 
true, an Arab who is white, marrying a black woman flave, 
has infallibly white children.: I. will not fay that this is fo 
univerfal as that an example of the contrary may not be 
found, but all the inftances I happened to fee confirmed 
this. The Arabs, from choice, cohabit only with Negro 
women in the hot months of. fummer, on account of the 
remarkable coolnefs of their ikins, in which they are faid 
to differ from the Arab women ; but I never faw one black 
Arab in the kingdom of Sennaar, notwitlifl;anding. the gcr 
nerality of this intercourfe. 

There is a conftant mortality among^ the children in 
and about this metropolis, infomuch that, in all appearance^ 
the people would be extindl were they not fupplied by a 
number of flaves brought from all the difierent countries 
to the fouthward. The men, however, are ftrong and re¬ 
markable for fize, but (hort-lived, owing, probably, to 
their indulging themfclves in every fort of excefs fronv 
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cheir very infancy. This being the cafe, this climate muft 
have undergone a ftrange revolution^ as Sennaar is but a 
fmall diftance from where the ancients place the Macrobii, 
a nation fo called from the remarkable length of their 
lives. But perhaps thefe were mountaineers from the fron¬ 
tiers of Kuara, being deferibed as having gold in their tciN. 
ritory, and are the race now called Cuba. It is very re¬ 
markable, that, though they are Mahometans, they are fo 
brutal, not to fay indelicate, with regard to their women, 
that they fell their flaves after having lived with, and even 
had children by them. The king himfelf, it is laid, is often 
guilty of this unnatural practice, utterly unknown in any 
other Mahometan country,. 

Once in his reign the king is obliged, with his own hand, 
to plow and fow a piece of land. From this operation he 
is called Baady, the countryman or pcafant; it is a name 
common to the whole race of kings, as Ccefar was among the 
Romans, though they have generuily anotlier name peculi^ 
ar to each perfon, and this not attended to has occafioned 
confufion in the narrative given by ftrangers writing con¬ 
cerning them.. 

No horfe, mule, afs, or any beaft of burden, will breed, or 
even live at Sennaar, or many miles about it. Poultry does 
not live there. Neither dog nor car, ftieep nor bullock, can 
be prefei^ed a feafon there. They mull go all, every half 
year, to the fands. - Though all pollible care be taken of 
them, they die in every place where the fat earth is about 
die town during the lirll feafon of the rains. Two grey¬ 
hounds which 1 brought from Atbara, and the mules which 
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I brought from Abyfliiiia, lived only a few weeks after I ar¬ 
rived. They feemed to have fome inward complaint, for 
nothing appeared outwardly. The dogs had abundance of 
water, but 1 killed one of them from apprehenfion of mad- 
nefs. Several kings have tried to keep lions, but no care 
could prolong their lives beyond the firft rains. Shekh 
Adelan had two, which were in great health, being kept with 
his horfes at grafs in the fands but three miles from Sennaar: 
neither rofe, nor any fpecies of jeflamin, grow here ; no tree 
but the lemon flowers near the city, that ever I faw; the rofe 
has been often tried, but in vain. 

Sennaar is in lat. 13” 34' 36''^ north, and in long. 33" 30' 30" 
cafl; from the meridian of Greenwich. It is on the weft fide 
of the Nile, and clofe upon the banks of it. The ground 
whereon it Hands rifes juft enough to prevent the river 
from entering the town, even in the height of the inunda¬ 
tion, when it comes to be even with the ftieet. Poncct fays, 
that when he was at this city, his companion, father Bre- 
vedent, a Jefuit, an able mathematician, on the 21ft of 
March 1699, determined the latitude of Sennaar to be 13“ 
4' N. the difference therefore will be about half a degree. 
The reader however may implicitly rely upon the fituation 
I have given it, being the mean refult of above fifty obfer- 
vations, made both night and day, on the moft favourable 
occafions, by a quadrant of three feet radius, and felefcopes 
of two, and fometimes of three feet focal length, both re- 
fledtors and refradtors made by the beft mafters. 

The town of Sennaar is very populous, there being in it 
many good houfes after the fafhion of the country. Poncet 
fays, in his time they were all of one ftorey high ; but now 
3 the 
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the great oflicers have all houfes of two. They have para¬ 
pet roofs, which is a fingular conftruftion; for in other 
places, within the rains, the roofs arc all conical. The houfes 
are all built of clay, with very little ftraw mixed with it, 
which fufficiently Ihews the rains here muft be lefs violent 
than to the fouthward, probably from the diftance of the 
mountains. However, when 1 was there, a week of con- 
ftant rain happened, and on the 30th of July the Nile increa- 
fed violently, after loud thunder, and a great darkiicfs to the 
fouth. The whole llream was covered with wreck of houfes, 
canes, wooden bowls, and platters, living camels and cat¬ 
tle, and feveral dead ones palled Sennaar, hurried along by 
the current with great velocity. A Ityana, endeavouring to 
crofs before the town, was furrounded and killed by the in¬ 
habitants. The water got into the houfes that Hand upon 
its banks, and, by rifmg feveral feet high, the walls melt¬ 
ed, being clay, which occafioned feveral of them to fall. It 
feemed, by the floating wreck of houfes that appeared in 
the ftream, to have deftroyed a great many villages to the 
fouthward towards Fazuclo. 

The foil of Sennaar, as I have already faid, is very unfa¬ 
vourable both to man and bcatt, and particularly adverfe to 
their propagation. This feems to me to be owing to fome 
noxious quality of the fat earth with which it is every way 
furrounded, and nothing may be depended upon more fure- 
ly than the fa< 5 t already mentioned, that no mare, or flie- 
beaft of burden, ever foaled in the town, or in any village 
within feveral miles round it. This remarkable quality 
ceafes upon removing from the fertile country to the fands. 
Aira, between three and four miles from Sennaar, with no 
water near it but the Nile, furrounded with white barren 

fand,, 
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fand, agrees perfectly with all animals, and here are the 
quarters where I faw Shekh Adelan the minifter’s horfe, (as 
I fuppofe, for their numbers) by far the fineft in the world, 
where in fafety he watched the motion of his fovereign, 
who, Ihut up in his capital of Sennaar, could not there main¬ 
tain one horfe to oppofe him. 

But however unfavourable this foil may be for the pro¬ 
pagation of animals, it contributes very abundantly both to 
the nourifliment of man and beaft. It is pofitively faid to 
render three hundred for one, which, however confidently 
advancedjis, I think,both from reafon and appearance, a great 
exaggeration. It is all fown with dora, or millet, the prin¬ 
cipal food of the natives. It produces alfo wheat and rice, 
but thefe at Sennaar are fold by the pound, even in years of 
plenty. The fait made ufe of at Sennaar is all extradled 
from the earth about it, efpecially at Halfaia, fo flrongly is 
the foil impregnated with this ufeful foflile. 

About twelve miles from Sennaar, nearly to the N. W. is 
a colledfion of villages called Shaddly, from a great faint, 
-who in his time directed large pits to be dug, and plaftered 
•clofely within with day, into which a quantity of grain was 
put when it was at the cheapeft, and thefe were covered 
up, and plaflered again at the top, which they call fealing, 
and the hole itfclf matamorc. 1 hefe matamores are in great 
ntimbcr all over the plain, and, on any profped of corn 
growing dearer,'they are opened, and corn fo.d at a low 
price both to the town and country. 

To the north of Shaddly, about twenty-four miles, is a- 
.nothcr foundation of this fort,.called W.edAboud,ftill great- 
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er than Shaddly. Upon thefe two charities the chief Ihb- 
fiftence of the Arabs depends ; for as there is continual war 
among thefe people, and their violence being always di¬ 
rected againft the crops rather than the perfons of their 
enemies, the deftruClion of each tribe would follow the 
lofs of its harveft, was it not for the extraordinary fupplies 
furniflicd at fuch times by thefe granaries. 

The fmall villages of foldicrs are fcattered up and down 
through this immcnfc plain to watch the grain that is fown, 
which is dora only, and it is faid that here the ground will 
produce no other grain. Prodigious excavations are made 
at proper diftances, which fill with water in the rainy fea- 
fon, and are a great relief to the Arabs inUieir paflTage be¬ 
tween the cultivated country and the fands. The fly, that 
inexorable perfecutor of the Arabs, never purfues them to 
the north of Shaddly. The knowledge of this circumftance 
was what, perhaps, determined the firft builders of Sennaar 
to place their capital here ; this too, probably, induced the 
two faints, Shaddly and Wed Aboud, to make here thefe vail 
excavations for corn and water. This is the firft refting- 
place the Arabs find, where, having all things neceflary 
for lubfiftcncc, they can at leifure tranfaCi their affairs with 
government, 

■ - To the weft ward of Shaddly and Aboud, as far as the ri¬ 
ver Abiad, or El-aice, the country is full of trees, which make 
it a favourite ftation for camels. As Shaddly is not above 
three hours ride on horfeback from Sennaar, there could not 
be choicr. a fituation more convenient for levying the tri¬ 
bute ; for though Gcrri, from the favourable fituation of the 
ground, being mountainous and rocky, and juft on the ex- 
VoL. IV. 3 Q tremity 
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tremity of the rains, was a place properly chofen for this 
purpofe by the Arab prince bjefore the conqueft of the 
Funge, (for his troops there cut them off, either from the 
fands, or the fertile country, as he pleafed), yet many of , 
them might have remained behind at Shaddly, and to the 
wellward, free from the terror of the fly, and confequently 
without any ncceflity of advancing fo far north as Gerri,. 
and there fubjedting themfelvcs to contribution. 

In this extenlivc plain, near Shaddly, arife two mountain¬ 
ous diftridls, the one called Jibbel Moia, or the Mountain of 
Water, which is a ridge of conflderable hills nearly of the 
fame height, clofely united; and the other Jibbel Segud, 
or the Cold Mountain, a broken ridge compofed of parts, 
fome high and fome low, without any regular form. Both 
thefe enjoy a fine climate, and are full of inhabitants, but of. 
no conflderable extent.. They ferve for a protedfion to the 
Daheera, or farms of Shaddly and Wed Aboud. They are 
alfo fortreffes in the way of the Arabs, to detain and force 
them to payment in their flight from the cultivated coun¬ 
try and rains to the dry lands of Atbara. Each of thefe dif- 
tridfs is governed by the defeendant of their ancient and na¬ 
tive princes, who long refifted all the power of the Arabs, 
having both horfe and foot. They continued to be Pagans 
till the conqueft of the Funge. Bloody and unnatural fa- 
-criflees were faid to have been in ufc in thefe mountainous, 
ftatesjwith horrid circumftanccs of cruelty,.till Abdclcadcr, 
fbn of Amru, the third of the kings of Sennaar, about the 
year 1554, befieged firft the one and then the other of thefe 
princes in their mountain, and forced them tofunendcr; 
and, having faftened a chain of gold to each of their ears, 

he 
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he expofed them in the public market-place at Scnnaar m 
that Ikuation, and fold them to the higliefl bidder, at the 
vile price of fomething like a farthing each. After this 
degradation, being circumcifcd, and converted to the Maho- 
‘metan religion, they were reftored each to their govern¬ 
ment, as fiaves of Scnnaar, upon very eafy conditions of tri¬ 
bute, and have been faithful ever fincc. 

Nothing is morcpleafantthanthccountry aroundSennaar, 
in the endof Atigull and beginning of September, I mean fo 
far as the eye is concerned; inftcad of that barren, bare wafte, 
which it appeared on our arrival in May, the corn now 
fprung up, and covering the ground, made the whole of 
this immenfe plain appear a level, green land, interfperfed 
with great lakes of water, and ox'namentcd at certain inter¬ 
vals with groups of villages, the conical tops of the houfes 
prefenting, at a diftance, the appearance of fmall encamp¬ 
ments. Through this immenfe, extenfive plain, winds the 
Nile, a delightful river there, above a mile broad, full to 
the very brim, but never overflowing. Every where on 
thefe banks are fecn numerous herds of the moft beauti¬ 
ful cattle of various kinds, the tribute recently extorted 
from the. Arabs, who, freed from all their vexations, return 
home with the remainder of their flocks in peace, at as 
great a diftance from the town, country, and their oppreflbrs, 
as they poflibly can. 

The banks of the Nile about Scnnaar rcfcmble the plea- 
fanteft parts of Holland in the fummer fcafon ; but foon 
after, when the rains ceafe, and the fun exerts his urmoft 
influence, the dora begins to ripen, the leaves to turn yel¬ 
low and to rot, the lakes to putrify, fmell, and be full of 

3 O a vermin, 
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vermin, all this beauty fuddenly difappears; bare, fcorched 
Nubia returns, and all its terrors of poifonous winds and 
moving fands, glowing and ventilated with fultry blafts, 
which are followed by a troop of terrible attendants, 
epilepfies, apoplexies, violent fevers, obflinate agues, and 
lingering, painful dyfenteries, ftill more obflinate and 
mortal. 

War and treafon feem to be the only employment of 
this horrid people, whom Heaven has feparated, by almoll 
impaflable deferts, from the reft of mankind, confining them 
to an accuffed fpot, feemingly to give them earneft in time 
of the only other worfe which he has referved to them 
for an eternal hereafter. 

The drefs of Sennaar is very fimple. It confifts of a long 
Ihirt of blue Surat cloth called Marowty, which covers 
them from the lower part of the neck down to their 
feet, but docs not conceal the neck itfelf; and this is 
the only diflerence between the men’s and the women’s 
drefs ; that of the women covers their neck altogether, being 
buttoned like ours. The men have fometimes a fafh tied 
about their middle; and both men and women go bare¬ 
footed in the hoiife, even thofe of the better fort of people. 
Their floors are covered with Perfian carj^ts, efpecially the 
women’s apartments. In fair weather, they wear fandals; 
and without doors they ufc a kind of wooden patten, very 
neatly ornamented with {hells. In the greateft heat 
noon, they order buckets of water to be thrown upon 
inflead of bathing. Both men and women anoint them- 
felves, at leaft once a-day, with camels greafe mixed with 
civet, which they imagine foftens their ikin, and preferves 

them 
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them from cutaneous eruptions, of which they are fo fear¬ 
ful, that the fmallell pimple in any vilible part of their bo¬ 
dy keeps them in the houfc till it difappears : For the 
fame reafon, though ihey have a clean fhirt every day, they 
ufc one dipt in greal'e to lie ib all night, as they have no 
covering but this, and lie upon a bull’s hide, tanned, and 
-very much Toftened by this conftant greafing, and-at the 
fame time very cool, though it occafions a fmell that no 
waliiing can free them from. 

The principal diet of the poorer fort is millet, made in¬ 
to bread or flour. The rich make a pudding of this, toaft- 
ing the flour before the fire, and pouring milk and butter 
into it; betides which, they eat beef, partly roafted and 
partly raw. Their horned cattle are the largeft and fatteft 
in tlie world, and are exceedingly fine; but the common 
meat fold in the market is camels flefh. The liver of the 
animal, and the fpare rib, are always eaten raw through 
the whole country. I never faw one inftance where it was 
dreffed with fire: it is not then true that eating raw flefli 
is peculiar to Abyflinia ; it is pra( 5 lifed in this inftance of ca¬ 
mels flefli in all the black countries to the weftward. 

Hogs flefli is not fold in the market; but all the people 
of Sennaar eat it publicly: men in oflSce, who pretend to be 
Mahometans, eat theirs in fecret. The Maliometan religion 
made a very remarkable progrefs among the Jews and 
Chriftians on the Arabian, or eaftern fide of the Red Sea, 
and foon after alfo in Egypt; but it was eitlier received 
coolly, or not at all, by the Pagans on the weft fide, unlefs 
when, after a fignal victory, it was ftrongly enforced by the 
fword of the comiueror. 


The 
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The Saracens, who over-ran this country, were bigots in 
their religion, as their pofterity continue to be at this day. 
They have preferved the language of the Koran in its an¬ 
cient purity, and adhere rigidly to the letter of its precepts; 
They either extirpated the Pagans, or converted them ; but 
this power and tyranny of the Saracens received a check, 
both in Egypt and Arabia, about the i6th centur)’^, by Selim, 
who eRabliihed Turkii^ garrifons in all their principal 
places on the frontiers of Beja, or Barbaria, and in the Ber 
el Ajam, or ancient Azamia, along the weft coaft of the Red 
Sea. 

These Turks were all truly atheifts in their hearts, who 
defpifed the zeal of the Arabs, and opprefled them fo, that 
Paganifin again ventured to ftiew its head. Tlie Shillook, 
as I have faid before, made an eruption into Beja, and con¬ 
quered the whole of that country. They became mafters 
of the Arabs, and embraced their religion as a form, but 
never anxioufty followed the law of Mahomet, which did 
not hold out to them that liberty and relaxation by which 
it had tempted the Jews and Chriftians. Thcfe the law of 
Mahomet had freed from many reftraints upon plcafures 
and purfuits forbidden by the gofpcl, and thus made their 
yoke eaCcr. But it was not fo wfth the Pagan nations. The 
Mahometan religion diminillied their natural liberty, by 
impofing prayers, ablutions, alms, circumcifton, and fuch- 
like, to which before they were under no obligation. The 
Pagans therefore of Sennaar, and all the little ftates to the weft- 
ward, Dar-Fowr, Dar-Scle, Bagirma, Bornou, and Tombuefto, 
and all that country upon the Niger, called Sudan, trouble 
themfelves very little with the detail of the Mahometan re¬ 
ligion, which they embraced merely for the fake of per- 
4 fonal 
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fcnal freedom and advantages in trade; but they are Pa¬ 
gans in their hearts and in their pradtices, Mahometans in 
their converfation only. As for the fons of thefe, they are 
Pagans like their fathers, unlefs fome Fakir, or Arab faint, 
takes pains to inftrudl and teach them to read,btherWife the 
whole of their religion confifts in the confeffiqn faith, 
“ La lllah el Ullah, Mahomet Rafoiil Ullali,”-*.^ There is 
“ but one God, and Mahomet is his prophet,” 

There are three principal governments in the kingdom 
of Sennaar. The firft is arEl-aice,the capital of that coun¬ 
try, from which the Shillook l^i&ne. The Bahar el Abiad 
fpreatls itfelf all over the territory, and, divided into a quan¬ 
tity of fmall channels, (whether by art or nature i know 
not) furrounds a number of little iflands,upon each of which 
is a village, and this colledlion of villages is called the town 
of El-aice. The inhabitants are all filhermen, and have a 
number of boats, like canoes, in which they fail up and 
down to the cataradls. With incredible fleets of thefe their 
invafion was made when they undertook the , conqueft of 
the Arabs, who had not the fmalleft warning of the attempt. 
They had, at that time, no weapons of iron : their fwprds 
and lances were of a hard wood called Dengui-Sibber. It 
muft be a relation of the Mek of Sennaar that comnaands 
at El-aice ; and he is never fuflfered to leave that pofl^ or. 
eome to Sennaar.. 

The fecond government, next to this in importance, is 
Rordofan. The revenue confifts chiefly in flaves procured 
from Dyre and Tcgla. It feems this lituation is the mofl: 
convenient for invading thofe mountains, either from its 
having water in the way, or from fome other circumftance 

that 
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that is &ot known. Mahpomet Kalec had this govern- 
ment, with him about 1000 blkck horfe, armed with 
coab of mail, with whom he maintained himfelf at this 
time independent of the king. It is a frontier ncareft <0 
Dar-Foirr, a’^lack Rate IHll more barbarous, if pollible, 
than Sennaal% and by them it often has been taken fron* 
Senntar, dM again retakenu 

The third govemmeni(i| Fazuclo, bounded by the river 
El-aice on the weft, and Nilfe+on the eaft, and the moun¬ 

tains of Fazuclo, where ai:6.|;he g^cat catara<fts, on the fouth. 
Thefe are part of the large?p|iain of mountains of Dyre and 
Tegla, which reach fo far Viteftward into the continent, from 
whence comes the chief fupply both of gold and flaves 
which conftitute the riches of this country j for the greateft 
part of the revenue of Fazuclo is gold; and the perfon that 
cbmmands it is not a'Fungc, but the lame native prince from 
whom the army of Sennaar conquered it. This feems to be 
a very remarkable piece of policy in this barbarous nation, 
which muft have fucceeded, as they conftantly adhere to it, 
of making the prince of the ftate they have conquered their 
lieutenant in the government of his own country after¬ 
wards, Such was the cafe with Dongola, whofe Mek they 
continue; alfo with Wed Ageeb, prince of the Arabs, whom 
th^y fubdued j and fuch was the cafe with Fazuclo, Wed 
Aboud, Jibbcl Moia, and other petty ftates, all of which 
they conquered, but did not change their prince. 

The forces at Sennaar, immediately'around the capital, 
confift of about 14,000 Nuba, who fight naked, having no 
other armour but a fliort javelin and a round fliidd, very 
bad troops, as I fuppofe ; about 1800 horfe, all black, mount- 
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cd by black flaves, armed with coats of mail, and without 
any other weapon but a broad Sclavonian fword. Ipiefe I 
fuppofe,by the weight and power of man and horfe, would 
bear down; or break through double the number of any 
other troops in the world: nobody, that has not feen this 
aiyalry, can have any idea to what perfection the horfe rifes 
here. The Mek has not one mulket in his whole army. 
Bolides thefc horfe, there is a great, but uncertain number of 
Arabs, who pay their tribute immediately to the Mek and 
to the great men in government, and live under their pro¬ 
tection clofe by the town, and thereby have the advantage 
of trading with it, of fupplying it with provillons, and, no 
doubt, muft contribute in part to its llrength and defence 
in time of need. 

After what I have faid of the latitude of Sennaar, it will 
fcarccly be necelTary to repeat that the heats are exceffive. 
The thermometer rifes in the fliade to 119% but as I have 
obferved of the heats of Arabia, fo now I do in refpeCt to 
thofe of Sennaar, The degree of the thermometer does not 
convey any idea of the effeCl the fun has upon the fenfa- 
tions of the body or the colour of the Ikin. Nations of blacks 
live within lat. 13® and 14°, when 10* fouth of them, nearly 
under the Line, all the people are white, as we had an op¬ 
portunity of feeing daily in the Galla, whom we have de- 
feribed. Sennaar, which is in lat 13% is hotter, by the ther¬ 
mometer, 50 degrees, when the fun is moll dillant from it, 
than Gondar is, though a degree farther fouth, when the 
fun is vertical. 

Cold and hot are terms merely relative, not determined by 
the latitude, but elevation of the place ; when, therefore, we 
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iky hot> £>me other explanation is neceflary concerning the- 
plac* where we are, in order to give an adequate idea of the 
fcnfations of that heat upon the body, and the effeds of it 
upon the lungs. The degree of the thermometer conveys , 
this very imperfe<?i:Iy; 90* is exceflively hot at Loheia in 
Arabia Felix* and yet the latitudcof Loheia is but 15", where¬ 
as go* at Sennaar is, as to fcnfc, only warm, although Sen- 
xiaar, as we have faid»« in lat 13*. 

At Sennaar, then, I call it when one, fully cioathed 
and at reft, feels himfelf in want of fire. I call it cod, when 
one, fully cioathed and at reft, feds he could bear more co¬ 
vering all over, or in pwt, more than he has then on. I 
call ix. temperate, when aman,fo cioathed and at reft, feels no 
fuch want, and can take moderate exercife, fuch as walking 
about a room without fweating.. I call it voarm, when a man, 
lb cioathed, does not fweat when at reft, but, upon mode¬ 
rate morion, fweats, and again cools. I call it when a man 
fweats at reft, and exceffively on moderate motion. I call 
it very bot, when a man, with thin or little cloathing, fweats 
much though at reft. I call it excejivebc/t, when a man, in his 
Ihirt, at reft, fweats exceflively, when all motion is painful, 
.and the knees feel feeble as if after a fever. I call it extreme 
hot, when the ftrength fails, a difpofition to faint comes on, 
a ftraitnefs is found in the temples, as if a fmall cord was 
drawn right around the head, the voice impaired, the fkin 
dry, and the head feems more than ordinary large and light,. 
This, I apprehend, denotes death at hand, as we have leen 
in the inftance of Imhanzara, in our journey to Teawa; but 
this is rarely or never efietfled by the fun alone, without the 
addition of that poifonous wind which puriued us through- 
Atbara, and will be more particularly deferibed in our 

journey 
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y&mney dowa tbc defcrt, to which. Heavtn, in pity i» mzsjh- 
Jcind, has cocdScied itr anti where it has, nodoubt^contrilm- 
ted to the tcftzi eietindtiora of every thong;: that hath the breath 
,of life. A thermoBieter graduated: upcm this feale would 
exhibic-a figure very different from the commooonci for I 
afn convinced by expecimenic, that a web of the fineii laiuf- 
lin, wrapt round the body at Sejanaac, will occafion at mid¬ 
day a greater feniation of heat in the body than the rife of 
5“ in the thermometer of Fahrenheit. 

At Sennaar, from 7(5^ to 78“ in Fahrenheit’s fhermometer 
is cool; from’79* to> 90?* temperate; at ^2* begins warm. 
Although the degree of the thermometer marks a greater 
heat than is felt by the body of us ffnmgcrsv it feems to me 
that the fenfations of the natives bear ftili a lefs ,proportsoga 
to that degree than crurs. On the. ad of Augull, while I 
was lying perfefbly enervated on a caipet, ki a room delu>> 
ged with water, at twelve o’clock, the thermometer at 116% 
1 faw leveral black labourers ptdling; down a houfe, work¬ 
ing with great vigonr; without any fymptonas’of being at 
adl incommoded. 

The diieafcs of Sennaar are the dyfentery, or bloody flux, 
fatal in proportion as it begins with the firft of the rains, or 
the end of them, and return of the fair weather. Intermit¬ 
ting fevers accompany this complaint very frequently, 
which often ends in them. Bark is a fovereign remedy in 
this country, and feems to be by fo much the furor, that it 
purges on taking the firft doae, arid this it does almoft with¬ 
out exception. Epilepfies and fehirrous livers are Jikcwrife 
very frequent, owing, as is fuppofed, to their defeating or 
diminifliing perfpiration, or flopping the pores by conftant 
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undlion, as alfo by the quantity of water they deluge 
themfclvcs with at the time they are hotteft, The in¬ 
fluence of the moon in epilepiles, and the certainty with 
which the third day after the conjunftion brings back, 
the paroxyfm in regular intermitting fevers, is wh^t natu¬ 
rally furprifes people not deeper read than I am in the flu- 
dy of medicine. Thofe who live much in camps, or in the 
parts of Atbara far from rivers, have certainly, more or lefs^ 
the gravel, occalioned, probably, by the ufe of well-water; 
for at Sennaar, where they drink of the river, I never faw 
but one inftance of it, that of the Sid el Coom; as for 
Shekh Ibrahim, whom I fliall fpeak of afterwards, he had 
pafled a great part of his life at Kordofan. The venereal 
difleafe is frequent here, but never inveterate, infomuch that 
it docs not prevent the marriage of either fex. Sweating 
and abftinence never fail to cure k, although, where it had. 
continued for a time, I have known mercury fail.. 

The el'ephantiafis, fo common in Abyffinia, is not known 
here. The fmall-pox is a difeafe not endemial in the coun¬ 
try of Sennaar. It is fometimes twelve or fifteen years 
without its being known, notwithftanding the conftant in- 
tercourfe they have with, and merchandizes they bring 
from Arabia. It is likewife faid this difeafe never broke 
out in Sennaar, unlefs in the rainy feafon. However, when 
it comes, it fweeps away a vaft proportion of thofe that are 
infefted: The women, both blacks and Arabs, thofe of 
the foriher that live in plains, like the Shillook, or inhabi¬ 
tants of El-aice, thofe of the Nuba and’Cuba, that live in 
mountains, all the various fpecies of flaves that come from 
Dyre and Tegla, from time immemorial have known a fpecies 
©f inoculation which they call Tilhteree cl Jidderee, or, the 

bu^in^ 
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buying of the /mail pox. The women are the condu( 5 tors of 
this operatiion in the feireft and dricft feafon of the year, but 
never at o^her times. Upon the firft hearing of the fmall pox 
any where, thefe people go to the infeded place, and, wrap¬ 
ping a Jfillet of cotton cloth about the arm of the perfon in- 
'ftded, they let it remain there till they bargain with the mo¬ 
ther how many fhe is to fell them. It is neceflfary that 
the terms be difeufled judaically, and that the bargain be 
not made collufively or gratuitoufly, but that one piece of 
filver, or more, be paid for the number. This being con¬ 
cluded, they go home, and tie the fillet about their own 
child’s arm; certain, as they fay, from long experience, 
that the child infeded is to do well, and not to have one 
more than the number of puftules that were agreed and 
paid for. There is no example, as far as I could learn, 
either here or in Abyllinia, of this difeafe returning, that is, 
attacking any one perfon more than once.. 

The trade of Sennaaris not great; they have no manu- 
fadures, but the principal article of confumption is blue 
cotton cloth from Surat. Formerly, when the ways were 
open, and merchants went in caravans with fafety, Indian 
goods were brought in quantities to Sennaar from Jidda, 
and then difperfed over the black country. The return 
was made in gold, in powder called Tibbar, civet, rhinoce¬ 
ros’s horns, ivory, oftrich feathers, and, above all, in Haves 
or glafs, more of which was exported from Sennaar than all 
the eaft of Africa together. But this trade is almoft deflroy- 
ed; fo is that of the gold and ivory. However, the gold 
Hill keeps up its reputation of being the pureft and beft in 
Africa, and therefore bought at Mocha to be carried to 

India,, 
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Indian where, it allai laft centcrsi, If tke wakca» of Abyffi*- 
niam gold i'elia at ii6 patakas*, the Sennaar gold %lls at the 
feme; place for. a a patakas. The ivory fells at oz. * per 
rotol at CairOf which is ahour aj pa: cent lighter than the , 
i^toL of Mocha. Meni-Rav^ at a niedium,. may be about 
a wakea per head at Sennaac There are women, howeveef 
who fell, for 1.3 or 14 wakeas.. What their peculiar excels- 
kneies may be^ which Rt far. altexi the price,! cannot tell, Gn>> 
ly they are peeferred by rich peojde, both Turks andMoora, 
to the Arab, CifcailIaa,.aiid.Georgian women,, during the 
warm, months in ijummec. 

THa.Daveina Arabs,, who arc gneat hunters, carry the 
ivory to Abydinia^ where.they are notin. feat But no ca¬ 
ravan comes now fromiSudan>t to Sennaar, nor from Aby£. 
Rnia.or CaixD» The violence of the-Arabs, and the £aithlefs~ 
nefs of the government, of Sennaar, have fhuf them up on 
every fide but that of Jidda, whether they go once a-year by 
Suakem. 

The wakea of Sennaar, by which they fell gold^ civet, 
feented. oils, &C. confifis of 10 drams ; 10 of thefe wakeas 
make a rotoL This wakea at Sennaar is accounted the 
£ime as that of Maluah and jCaira It is. equal to 7 drams 
57 grains troy weight. 

1 Rotol 10 Wakeas. 

1 Wakea 10 Drams. 

But 


* Ounce of gold it here meant, 
f Nigritla, 01 the black countries on bothfides of thelfiger. 
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BtLt there is aiK>ther waJcca ufed by the meFchants called 
the Atarcj^. 


1 Rotol 12 WakeaSy 
I Wakea 12 I^rams. 

But this is only ufed for coarfe goods. Ihere is but one 
long meafure in Sennaar, called the Draa, which is the 
peek, or cubit, and is mealured from the center of the 
elbow-joint to the point of the middle finger. This is 
probably the ancient cubit of Egypt, and of the holy fcrip* 
ture. 

I HAVE faid, that the 5th and 6th of Auguft it rained, and 
the river brought down great quantities of fragi^eats of 
houfes which it had fwept away from the country to the 
fouthward. It was a very unufual fight to obferve a mul¬ 
titude of raen fwimming in this violent current, and then 
coming afliore riding upon fticks and pieces of timber. 
Many people make a trade of this, as fuel is exceedingly 
fcarcc at ^ennaar. But there were other figns in this inunda¬ 
tion, th.at occupied the imagination of this fuperftitious 
people. Part of the town had fallen, and a hyasna, as already 
obferved, had come alive acrofs the river, from which the 
wife ones drew melancholy prefages. 

I HAD not been out of the houfe for two days on account 
of the rain. On the 7th I intended to have gone to Aira;. 
but on the morning was told by Hagi Belal, that Mahomet 
Abou Ralec had advanced to the river El-aice, to crofs it in¬ 
to Atbara, and that Shekh Adelan had decamped from Aira,, 
and was gone to meet him; ,to this.it was added, that Wed 
a. Ageeb 
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Ageeb had been feat to by the king, to colle< 5 t all his forces 
among the Arabs, and join him between Herbagi and Sen- 
naar. It was forefeen, that if this was true, a rcA^olution of 
fome kind was near at hand, probably the def^ofing and 
death of the king, and that, in the interim, all fubordina- ' 
tion would ceafe in the town, and every man do whfTt 
ed good in his own eyes. 

Hagi Belal had, befides, told me that Shekh Fidele of 
Teawa had been feveral days in the palace with the king, and 
had informed him that I was laden with money, befides a 
quantity of cloth of gold, the richeft he had ever feen, 
which the king of Abyllinia had deftined as a prefent to 
him, but which I had peri'.erted to my own ufe; He add¬ 
ed,, that the king had exprefled himfclf in a very threaten¬ 
ing manner, and that he was very much afraid I was not 
in fafety if Shekh Adeian was gone from Aira. Upon this 
1 defired Hagi Belal to go to the palace, and obtain for me 
an audience of the king. In vain he reprefented to me the 
rifk I ran by this meafure; I perlifted in my refolution, 1 
was tied to the ftake. To fly was impoflible, and I had often 
overcome fuch dangers by braving them. 

He went then unwillingly to the palace. Whether he 
delivered the meflfage I know not, bur he returned faying, 
the king was bufy, and could nor be feen. I had, in the in¬ 
terim, fent Soliman to the Gindi, or Sid el Coom, telling him 
my difficulties, and the news I had heard. In place of re¬ 
turning an anfwer, he came direrftly to me himfelf; and 
was fitting with me when Hagi Belal returned, who, I 
thought, appeared fomewhat difconcerted at the meeting. 

4. He 
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He told me the llory of Abou Kalec was falfe, as alfo that of 
Wed Ageeb; but it was really true that Shekh Adelan had 
left Aira, an& was then encamped at Shaddly. He chid Ha- 
gi Belal ver^ fharply, alking him, what good all that tittle 
tattle did either to him or me? and infinuated pretty plainly, 
fhat hj believed Hagi Belal did this in concert with the king, 
to extort fomc prefent from me “ What is the difference to 
Yagoube, fays he, if Shekh Adelan be at Aira, three hours 
journey from Sennaar, or at Shaddly, five ? Is not Kittou 
in town ? and fliall not I bring crery flave of the king to 
join him upon the firfi < equifition > A: a time like this, will 
you perfuade me, Hagi Belal, the king is not rather think¬ 
ing of his own fafety than of robbing Yagoube ? I do notwilh 
that Yagoube fiiould ftay a minute longer at Sennaar; bur, 
till fome way be found to get neceffaries for his journey, it 
is not in the king’s power to hurt him in the houfe where 
he is; and he is much lafer in Sennaar than he could be 
any where out of it. Before the king attempts to hurt Ya¬ 
goube, as long as he flays in Adelan's houfe, he will think 
twice of it, while any of the three brothers arc alive. But I 
will fpeak to Kittou in the evening, and the king too, if I 
have an opportunity. In the mean time, do you, Yagoube, 
put your mind atrefl. defend youi felf if any body attempts 
to enter this houfe, D'd do what you vvill to thofe thatfliall 
force thc mfelves into it.” I then attended him down flairs, 
with many profeffions of gratitude ; and at the door he faid, 
in a very low voice, to me, “ Take care of yon Belal, he is 
a dog, werfe ’^’^an a Chriflian,” 

I RESOLVED at all events to leave Sennaar, but I had not 
yet founded Hagi Belal as to money-affairs, it was now 

V0L.IV. 3 0 ^ the 
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the 20th ; and, for feveral days fince Adelan’s departure, no 
provilions were fent to my houfe, as before was ufual. 
Money therefore bec^e abfolutely neceiIary,biot only for 
daily fubliftence, but for camels to carry our baggage, pro¬ 
vilions, and water, acrofs the defert. 

I NOW defpaired abfolutely of afliftance of any kind 
from the king; and an accident that happened made me 
lay all thoughts afide of ever troubling him more upon 
the fubjeft. There are at Mecca a number of black eunuchs, 
whofe fervices are dedicated to that temple, and the fepul- 
cfhre at Medina. Part of thefe, from time to time, procure 
liberty to return on a vifit to their refpedlive homes, or to 
the large cities they were fold from, on the Niger, Bornou, 
Tocrur, and Tombudlo, where they beg donations for the 
holy places, and frequently colleft large fums of gold, which 
abounds in thefe towns and territories. One of thefe, 
called Mahomet Towafli, which llgnifies Eunuch, had 
returned from a begging voyage in Sudan, or Nigritia, 
and was at Sennaar exceedingly ill with an intermitting fe¬ 
ver. The king had fent for me to vifit him, and the bark 
in a few days had perfedtly recovered him. A proportional 
degree of gratitude had, in return, taken place in the breall 
of Mahomet, who, going to Cairo, was exceedingly defirous 
of taking me with him, and this delire was increafed when 
he heard I had letters from the fbcrrilFe of Mecca, and was 
acquainted with Metical Aga, who was his immediate 
mailer. 

Nothing could be more fortunate than this rencounter 
at fuch a time, for he had fpare camels in great plenty, 
and the Arabs, as he palfed them, continued giving him 

more 
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more» and fupported him vrith provifions wherever he went, 
for thefe people, being accounted facred, and regarded witlT 
a certain religious awe, as being in the immediate fervice of 
their prophet, till now ufed to pafs inviolate wherever they 
were''‘g;oi4ig, however unfettled the times, or however llcn- 
deriy attended. 

Every thing was now ready, my inftniments and bag¬ 
gage packed up, and the 25th of Auguft fixed when we 
fiiould begin our journey for Atbara. Mahomet, who pafll 
ed a great part of his time at my houfe, had not been feen 
by us for fcveral days, which we did not think extraordi¬ 
nary, being bufy ourfelves, and knowing that his trade de¬ 
manded continual attendance on the great people ; but we 
were exceedingly furprifed at hearing from my black Soli- 
man, that he and all his equipage had fet out the night of 
the 20th for Atbara. This we found afterwards was at the 
earneft perfuafion of the king, and was at that time a hea¬ 
vy difappointment to us, however fortunate it turned out 
afterwards. 

The night of the 25th, which was to have been that of 
our departure, we fat late in my room up ftairs, in the back, 
or moft private part of the houfe. My little company was 
holding with me a melancholy council on what had fo 
recently happened, and, in general, upon the unpromifing 
face of our affairs. Our fingle lamp was burning very low, 
and fuggefted to us that it was the hour of lleep, to which, 
however, none of us were very much inclined. Georgis, 
a Greek, who, on account of the forenefs of his eyes had 
flaid below in the dark, and had fallen afleep, came run¬ 
ning up ftairs in a great fright, and told us he had been 

3 Qjt, wakened 
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wakened by the noife of men endeavouring to force open 
ithe door; that he hearkened a little, and found^ there were 
many of them. Our arms were all ready, and fnatch- 
ed them up and ran towards the door; but I llppr, 
and planted them upon the firft landing-place in \he 'Hair- 
cafe, as I wifhed not to fire till the enemy was fairly ^^the’ 
houfe, that no excufe might remain for this their violation 
of hofpitality. 

I STATIONED Ifmael at the outer door of the houfe, intend¬ 
ing that he Ihould fire firft, as it would be lefs odious in 
him, being a Turk and a fherriflfe, than for us Chriftians, 
I then went out to the outer gate, and Soliman with me. 
The entry into the yard was through a kind of porters 
lodge, where fervants ufed to fit in the day-time, and deep at 
night. It had a door from the ftreet, and then another into 
the yard, the latter fmall, but very ftrong. They had forced 
the outer gate, and were then in the lodge, endeavouring 
to do the fame by the inner, having put a handfpike under 
it to lift it up from the hinges. “ Are you not madmen,, 
faid I, and weary of your lives, to attempt to force Adelan’s 
houfe, when there are within it men abundantly provided 
with large fire-arms, that, upon one difchai'gc through the 
door, will lay you all dead where you now Hand ?” “ Stand 
by from the door, cries Ifmael, and let me fire. Thefe 
black Kafrs don’t yet know what my blunderbufs is.” They 
had been filent from the time 1 had fpoken, and had wiili- 
drawn the handfpike from under the door. “ Ullah! Ullah! 
cries one of them foftly, how found you fleep! we have 
been endeavoiuuig to waken you this hour. . The king is 
ill; tell Yagoube to come to the palace, and open the door 
infiantly.” “ Tell the king, faid I, to drink warm water,. 

and 
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and I will fee him in the morning,” Ah! Mahomet, cries 
Soliman, is that you? I thought you had hada narrow enough 
efcape in the palace the other day, but Hay a little, a fer- 
vant is gode over the back wall to call the Gindi, and we 
arc Numerous enough to defend this houfe till morning 
agdinft all the fervants the king has, fo do not attempt to 
break the door, and Yagoube will go to the king with the 
Gindi. 

I 

At this time one of my fervants fired a piftol in the air 
out of an upper window, upon which they all ran off. They 
feemed to be about ten or m'clve in number, and left three 
handfpikes behind them. The noife of the piftol brought 
the guard, or patrole, in about half an hour, who carried 
intelligence to the Sid el Coom, our friend, by whom I was 
informed in the morning, that he had found them all out, 
and put them in irons ; that Mahomet, the king’s fervant, 
who met us at Tcawa, was one of them; and that there 
was no pofiibility now of concealing this from Adclan, who 
would order him to be impaled. 

Things were now come to fuch a crifis that I was de¬ 
termined to leave my inftruments and papers with Kittou* 
Adelan’s brother, or with the Sid el Coom, while I went to 
Shaddly to fee Adelan. But firft I thought it necclTary to 
apply to Hagi Belal to try what funds we could raife to 
provide the neceflaries for our journey. I fiicwed him the 
letter of Ibrahim, the Englifli broker of Jidda, of which 
before he had received a copy and repcatetl advices, and 
told him I ihould want 200 fequins at leall, for ray camels 
and provifions, as well as for Ibme prefents that I fliould 
have occafion for, to make my way to the great men in At- 

bara^ 
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bara. Never was furprife better counterfeited than by this 
man. He held up his hands in the utmoft af\onilhment, 
repeating, 200 fequins ! over twenty times, and a^ked me if I 
thought money grew upon trees at Sennaar, tJiat it was 
with the utmoft difl 5 .culty he could fpare me ^ dollars, 
part of which he mull borrow from a friend. 

This was a llroke that feemed to infure our deftniAion 
no other refource being now left. We were already indebted 
to Hagi Belal twenty dollars for provilion ; we had feven 
mouths to feed daily; and as we had neither meat, money, 
nor credit, to continue at Sennaar was impoflible. We had 
feen, a few nights before, that no houfe could prote< 5 l us 
there ; and to leave Sennaar was, in our fmadon, as impof> 
fible as to Hay there. We had neither camels to carry our 
provifions and baggage, nor Ikins for our water, nor, in¬ 
deed, any provifions to carry, nor money to fupply us with 
any of thefe, nor knew any perfon that could give us alTill- 
ance nearer than Cairo, from which we were then diftant a- 
bout 17®ofthe meridian,or above 1000 miles in aftraight line; 
great part of which was thro’the moll barren, unhofpitablede- 
ferts in the world, dellitute of all vegetation, andof every ani¬ 
mal that had the breath of life. Hagi Belal was infleicible; 
he began now to be weary of us, to fee us but feldom, and 
there was great appearance of his foon withdrawing himfelf 
entirely. 

My fervants began to murmur; fome of them had known 
of my gold chain from the beginning, and thefe, in the 
common danger, imparted what they knew to the reft. In 
fliort, I refolved, though very unwillingly, not to facrifice 
my own life and that of my fervants, and the finilhing my 
3 travels 
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travels now fo far advanced, to childifh vanity. I determi¬ 
ned therefore to abandon my gold chain, the honourable re- 
compence of a day full of fatigue and danger. Whom to in- 
truft it to was the next conlideration; and, upon mature de- 
liberatiojf^ I found it could be to nobody but Hagi Belalj bad 
as t l^d reafon to think he was. However, to put a check 
, upon him, I fent for the Sid el Coom, in whofe prefence I 
repeated my accufation againll Belal; I read the SerafF’s let¬ 
ter in my favour, and the feveral letters that Belal had writ¬ 
ten me whilll 1 was at Gondar, declaring his acceptance of 
the order to furnifli me with money when I Ihould arrive at 
Sennaar; and I upbraided him in the ftrongeft terms with 
duplicity and breach of faith. 

But all that I could fay was very far Ihort of the violent 
expoftulation from the Gindi that immediately followed. 
He gave Hagi Belal many not obfcure hints, “ that he looked 
upon this injury as done to himfelf, arid would repay him; 
that though he had done this to’^pleafe the king, the time 
might not be far olF when that favour would be of very 
little ufe to him; on the contrary, might be a reafon for 
ftripping him of all he had in the world.” The force of 
thefe arguments feemed to ftrike Hagi Belal’s imagination 
very powerfully. He even offered to advance 50 fequins, 
and to fee if he could raife any more among his friends. 
The Gindi (a rare inflance in that country) offered to lend 
him fifty. But the dye was now call, the chain had been 
produced and feen, and it was become exceedingly danger¬ 
ous to carry fuch a quantity of gold in any fhape along 
with me. I therefore confented to fell it to Hagi Belal in 
prefence of the Gindi, and we immediately fet about the 
purchafe of neceffarics, with this provifo, that if Adelan^. 

upon: 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


496 

upon my going to Shaddly, did furnifli me with camels andl 
neceflaries, fo njuch of the chain fhould be returned. 

It was the 5th of September that we were all brcpared to 
leave this capital of Nubia, an inhofpirable coulitry from 
the beginning, and which, every day we continued'^n# it, 
had engaged us in greater difficulties and dangers. We 
flattered ourfelves, that, once difengaged from this bad ftep, 
the greateft part of our fuflerings was over; for we appre¬ 
hended nothing but from men, and, with very great reafon, 
thought we had feen the worft of them. 

In the evening I received a meflage from the king to 
come diredily to the palace. I accordingly obeyed, taking 
two fervants along with me, and found him fitting in a 
little, low chamber, very neatly fitted up with chintz, or 
printed callico curtains, of a very gay and glaring pattern. 
He was fmoaking with a very long Perfian pipe through 
water, was afijne, and feemed rather grave tJian in ill-hu¬ 
mour. He gave me his hand to kifs as ufual, and, after 
paufing a moment without fpeaking, (during which I was 
flanding before him) a Have brought me a little ftool and 
fet it down juft oppoilte to him; upon which he faid, in a 
low voice, fo that I could fcarcely hear him, “ Fudda, fit 
down,” pointing to the llool. 1 fat down accojdingly. 
“ You are going, I hear, fays he, to Adclan.” I anfwered, 
“ Yes.” Did he fend for you ?” I faid, “ No ; but, as I 
wanted to return to Egypt, I expelled letters from him in 
anfwer to thofe i brought from Cairo.” He told me, Ali 
Bey that wrote rhefe letters was dead; and alked me if I 
knew Mahom et Abou Dahab ? Yagoube. “Perfedtly; I was well 
acquainted with him and the other members of govern¬ 
ment, 
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merit, all of whom treated me well, and rtfpcifted my na¬ 
tion.” King,^ “ You are not fo gay as when you fiiR ar-* 
rived here.” ^ Jfa, “ I have had no very great reafon.” Our 
converfatioivwas now taking a very laconic and ferious 
rurn, but Ij^e did not feem to underftand the meaning of 
whaol laid laft. K, “ Adclan has fent for you by my defire^ 
Wed AbrofF and all the Jehaina Arabs have rebelled, and 
will pay no tribute. They fay you have a quantity of power¬ 
ful fire-arms with you that will kill twenty or thirty men 
at a fliot.” Ta. “ Say fifty or fixty, if it hits them.’’ K. ** He 
is therefore to employ you with your guns to punilh rhofe 
Arabs, and fpoil them of their camels, part of which he will 
give to you.” I prefcntly underftood wh^t he meant, and 
only anfwered, “ I am a ftranger here, and defire to hurt 
no man. My arms are for my own defence againft robbery 
and violence.” At this infbint the Turk, Hagi Ifmael, cried 
from without the door, in broken Arabic, “ Why did not 
you tell thofe black Kafrs, you fent to rob and murder us 
the other night, to (lay a little longer, and you would have 
been better able to judge^hat our fire-arms can do, with¬ 
out fending for us either to Abroff or Adelan. By the head 
of the prophet 1 let them come in the day-time, and I will 
fight ten of the beft you liave in Sennaar,” 

K. “ The man is mad, but he brings me to fpeakof what 
was in my head when I defired to fee you. Adelan has 
been informed that Mahomet, my ferv’^ant, who brought 
you from Teawa, has been guilty of a drunken frolic at 
the door of his houfe, and has fent foldiers to take him to¬ 
day, with two or three others of his companions.” Ta. “ I 
know nothing about Mahomet, nor do I drink with hini, 
VoL. IV, 3 R xir 
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or give him driiA. About half a fcore of people broke in¬ 
to Adelan’s houfe in the night, with a view to i;ob and mur¬ 
der us, but 1 was not at* the pains to fire at fy.ch wretches 
as thefe. Two or three fervants with flicks v^ere all that 
were needful. I underfland, indeed, that ShekV Ad^elan iSi 
exceedingly difpleafed that I did not fire at them, khd has 
fent to the Gindi, ordering him to deliver two of them to 
him to-morrow to be executed publicly before the door 
of his houfe on the market-day. But this, you know, is 
among yourfelves. I am very well pleafed none of them 
are dead, as they might have been, by my hands or thofe 
of my people.” K. ** True ; but Adelan is not king, and I 
charge you when you fee him to alk for Mahomet’s life, 
or a confiderable deal of blame will fall upon you. When 
you return back, I will fend him to condudt you to the 
frontiers of Egypt.” Upon this I bowed, and took my 
leave. I went home perfectly determined what I was to 
do^ I had now obtained from the king an involuntary 
fafe-guard till I fhould arrive at Adelan’s, that is, I was fure 
4h9.t» in hopes I might procure a flprieve for Mahomet, no 
trap would be laid for me on the road. I determined there¬ 
fore to make the beft ufe of my time; and every thing be¬ 
ing ready, we loaded the camels, and fent them forward 
that night to a fmall village called Soliman, three or four 
miles from Sennaar; and having fettled my accounts with 
Hagi Belal, I received back fix links, the miferable re¬ 
mains of one hundred and eighty-four, of which my noble 
chain once confifted. 

This traitor kept me thefewlaft minutes to write a let¬ 
ter to the Englifli at Jidda, to recommend him for the fer- 
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vi,ce he had done me at Sennaar; and this I complied 
with, that r might inform the broker Ibrahim that I had 
received no^ money from his correfpondcnt, and give him 
a caution ;never again to truft Hagi Belal in hmilar cir- 
^cumfl:a<iccs. 








CHAP. 





TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


isit^ 


aB99sai4£L< 


CHAP. x:. 

yottmey fr<m Sennaar to Cbcndt, . 

iXER leaving Sennaar L waa overtaken on the road by 
a black flave, who at firft gave me fome apprehen- 
ik)n, as I was alone with only one Barbarian, a Nubian fer- 
vant, by the fide of my camel, and was going llowly. Up¬ 
on inquiry I found him to be fent from Hagi Belal, with 
a balket containing fome green tea and fugar, and four bot¬ 
tles of rack, in return for my letter. I fent back the mef- 
fenger, and gave the care of the bafkc^ to my own fervant; 
and, about ten o’clock in theevening of the 5th of Septem-- 
her, we all met together joyfully at Soliman. 

BEroa* niy departure, from Sennaar I had prevailed on 
a Fakir, or Mahometan mcmk, fervant to Adelas, to* write a 

letter 
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litter to his mafter, unknown to any*t>ther perfon what¬ 
ever, to let him know my apprehenlions of the king^ and 
that, in the uncertainty how far his occupations might o- 
blige him to move from Shaddly, my way was diredlly for 
Herhagi, and requefting that he would give me fuch re¬ 
commendations to Wed Ageeb as fhould put me in fafety 
from the king’s perfecution, and infure me protetflion and' 
good reception in Atbara. I begged him, in the moil feri- 
ous manner, to confider, however flightly he had thought 
of the king of Abyflinia’s recommendatory letters, he would 
not treat thofe of the regency of Cairo, and of the Ihcrriffe 
of Mecca, in the fame manner; that my nation was highly 
refpedled in both places ; and that it was known, by letters 
written from Sennaar, that I actually-was arrived there; 
that they fhould take care therefore, and not by ill-ufage of 
me expofe their merchants, either at Mecca or Cairo, to a 
fevere retaliation that would immediately follow the re¬ 
ceiving bad news of me, or no news at all. My faithful 
Soliman, who was now to leave me, was cliarged to carry 
the anfwers they fhould choofe to return to the letters I 
brought from Abyffinia, and I fent him that very night, to¬ 
gether with the Fakir, to Adelan at Shaddly, fully inilnufled 
with every particular of ill-ufage I had received from the 
king, of which he had been an eye-wimefs.. 

-ArTHOvofl my fervants, as well as Hagi Belal, and every 
one at Sennaar bm the Fakir and Soliman, did imagine I 
was going to Shaddly^ yet their^wn fears, or rather good 
fenfe, had convinced them that it was better to proceed at 
once for Atbara than ever again to be entangled between 
Adelan and the king. Sennaar lat heavy upon all their 
fjpmtt, to that.l had fcarce difmounted from my camel,, 

and^ 
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and befisre I tided *Miich that day! had -not done, 
when they all intreated the with one voice that I would 
conlider the dangers I had efcaped, and, indead off turning 
wedwatd to Shaddly, continue north through Atbara. 
Thef* promiftd to bear fatigue and hunger chearfully,^nd 
to live and die with me, provided I would proceed home¬ 
ward, and h'ee them from the horrors of Sennaar and its 
king. I did not feem to be convinced by what they faid, 
but ordered fupper, to which we all fat down in company. 
As vra had lemons enough, and Hagi Belal had fumilhed 
iis With fugar, we opened a bottle of his rack and in 
punch (the liquor of our Country) drank to a happy return 
thro’ Atbara. I then told them my refolutiori was perfe< 5 t- 
ly conformable to their wiihes; and informed them of the 
meafures I had taken to infure fuccefs and remove danger 
as much as poihble. I recommended diligence, fobriety, 
and fubordination, as the only means of arriving happily 
at the end prOpofed ; and allured them all We Ihould lhare 
on& common fare, and one common fortune, till our jour¬ 
ney Was terminated by good or bad fuccefs. Never was 
jtoy difeourfe more gratefully received; every toil was wel- 
eqine in'” flying from Sennaar, and they already began to 
think themfelves at the gates of Cairo. 

As I had recommended great diligence and little lleep, 
before four in the morning the camCls were loaded, and on 
their way, and it was then only they came to awake me. 
The camels were abundaq^y loaded, and we had then but 
five, four of which carried all the baggage, the other, a 
fmaller one, was referred for my riding. This I told them 
I WiUihgly accepted at the begihning of the journey, and 
we foUMfl of'US take our turn, while water and provi- 

3 fions 
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lions were to be procured, and thfit Ifmael the Turk, An old 
man, an^ Georgis the Greek, almoft blind, r^umed anj^d* 
ditional qonfideration, fo long as it poffibly could be done 
with fafety to us all; but, when we Ihould advance to the 
borders of the defert, we mull all refolve to pafs that jour¬ 
ney on foot, as upon the quantity of water, and the quan¬ 
tity of provilions alone, to be carried by us, could depend 
our hopes of ever feeing home. 

On the 8th of September we left the village of Soliman, 
and about three o’clock in the afternoon came to Wed el 
Tumbel, which is not a river, as the name would feem to- 
lignify, but three villages lituated upon a pool of water, 
nearly in a line from north to fouth. The intermediate 
country between this and Herbagi is covered with. great 
crops of dora. The plain extends as far as the light reach¬ 
es. Though there is not much wood, the country is not- 
entirely deftiture of it, and the farther you go from Sen- 
naar the finer the trees. At Wed el Tumbel there is gjeat 
plenty of ebony-bulhes, and a particular fort of thorn which 
feems to be a fpecies of dwarf acacia, with very fmall 
leaves, and long pods of a llrong faccharine talle. This is 
here in great abundance, and is called Lauts, or Lbto, which 
I fufpe(ft to be the tree on whofc fruit, we are told, the an¬ 
cient Libyans fed. At a quarter paft three we left Wed cl: 
Tumbel, and entered into a thick wood, in which we tra¬ 
velled till late, when we came to the Nile* We continued, 
along the river for about 500 yards,, and alighted at Sit el 
Bet, a fmall village about a mile’Si diftance from the ftream; 
Here w'c faw the tomb of a Shekh, or laint, built of brick 
in a conical form, much after the fame figure^ as foBpi€, we 
h^d feen in Barbary, which were of Hone,. 
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Ow tbe i4ih,at tea flaiaates paft fix w« ftt out from Sit 
cl Bet» susfi a few minuttes after came to a village called A-, 
gcda, and five mik& further to another, whofe nafne is U- 
ibeta. At half pafi nine we pafTed a third village, and at 
half after eleven encamped near a p<x>l of water, called Wed 
Hydar, or the River of the Lion. All the way from Wed 
cl Tumbel to tliis village we were much tormented with 
the fly, the very noife of which put our camels in fuch a 
fright that they ran violently into the thickeft trees and 
buflxes, endeavouring to brulh off their loads. I’hefe flies 
do not bite at night, nor in the cool of the morning. We 
were freed from this difagreeablc companion at Wed Hydar, 
and were troubled with it no more. 

At four o’clock wc again fet out through an extenfive 
plain, quite deftitute of wood, and all fown with dora, and 
about five miles further we encamped at a place named 
Shwyb, where there is a Shekh called Welled Abou Haflan. 
Wbjlc at Abou Haflan, we were furprifed with a violent 
fborm of rain and wind, accompanied with great flaflies of 
lightning. This ftorm being blown over, we proceeded to 
a village called Imfurt. At one mile and a half further we 
Joined the river. 1 he Nile here is in extreme beauty, and 
winds coniidcrably; it is broader than at Sennaar, the banks 
flat, and. quite, covered with acacia ^d other trees in full 
bloom. The itliick parts of this wood were ftored with 
great numbers of .antelopes, while the open places were co¬ 
vered with large flocks of cattle belonging to the Arabs 
Refaa, who were returning from thefands to their paflures 
to the fouthward. Lsurge flocks of florks, cranes, and a va- 
netj of other birds, were Scattered throughout the plain, 
a which 
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which was overgrown with fine grafs, and which even the 
multitude of cattle that thronged upon it Teemed not ca¬ 
pable of cdnfuming. At three quarters paft fix in the even¬ 
ing we caine to a large village called Wed Medina!, clofe 
upon the fide of the river, which Iverc having made a large 
turn,, comes again from the S. E. This town or village b&. 
longs to a Fakir, who received us very hofpitably. 

On the .14th, at fix in the morning we fet out from Wed 
Medina! in a direction N. W. and at three quarters paft eight 
arrived at the village Beroulc. We then entered a thick 
wood, and thence into a very extenfive and cultivated plain, 
fown with dora and bammia; a plant which makes a prin¬ 
cipal article in their food all over the fouthern part of the 
kingdom of Sennaar, which is dcfcribed, and the figure of 
it publifhcd, by Profper Alpinus*. At a quarter paft eleven, 
we arrived at Azazo, about a mile and a half diftant from 
the Nile. The corn Teemed here much more forward'than 
that at Sennaar, and in fevcral places it was in the ear. It 
rained copioufly in the night of the 14th, but before this 
tliere had been a very dry feafon, and very great fcarcity 
the preceding year. At ten minutes paft four in the after¬ 
noon we left Azazo, our journey, like that of the day be- 
ifore, partly through thick woods, and partly through plains 
(Town with dora. Our dirciftion was nearly nonh, and the 
river about two miles and a half diftant, nearly parallel to 
tlie road we went. At fix we camp to a Tmall village called 
Sidi Ali el Genowi. 


VoL. IV. 
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• Vid. P»-ofper Alpin. c.^p. 27. page 44. tom. x. 
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On the i6th, at half paft fix in the morning we left Sidi 
Ali cl Genowi, and a few minutes after pafled two vil¬ 
lages on our left along the river fide, not fifty yards from 
the water, after which we went through the village of El 
Menfy. The next to this were two tombs of Fakirs, nothing 
different from the former ones. At a quarter paft ten we 
arrived at Flerbagi, a large and pleafant village, but thinly in¬ 
habited, placed on a dry, gravelly foil. The people told us, 
that the greateft part of the townfmen were at fome diftance 
looking after their farms. Herbagi is the feat of Wed 
Ageeb, hereditary prince of the Arabs, now fubjedt to the 
government of Sennaar, whofe lieutenant he is according 
to treaty. He raifes the tribute, and pays it to the Mek, 
or his minifters, from all thofe Arabs that live in the diftant 
parts of the kingdom, as fax as the Red Sea, who do not 
•pafs by Sennaar to the fands, in the feafon of the fly ; for 
thefe, as I have mentioned, are taxed by the chief minifter, 
or the perfon who hath the command of the troops of that 
capital. The revenue arifing from this is very large, and 
more than all the reft put together. The Refaa, one tribe 
of Arabs who had compounded at this time with Shekh 
Adelan, were faid to poflefs 200,000 ftie-camels, every one 
of which, at a medium, was worth half an ounce of gold, 
each ounce being about ten crowns. The tribute then which 
that Arab paid was 100,000 ounces of geld, or 1,000,000 dollars 
or25o,oool. There were at leaft ten of thefe tribes with which 
Adelan was to account, and at leaft fix times that number 
that fell to the fhare of Wed Ageeb, whofe compofition is the 
fame as that paid to Sennaar, befides whatever extraordinary 
fum he impofes for himfclf. There is alfo a tax upon the 
male camels; but this is fmall in comparifon of the othersi, 
and the )-oung ones pay no duty, till they are three years old^ 
• CA-V1£LS. 
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Oamels flefli i&- the ordinary food of the Arabs ; but 
there is ftill room to inquire what becomes of the prodigi¬ 
ous numbers of this animal annually confumed. The ca¬ 
ravan of Mecca requires a large fupply, and vafl. num¬ 
bers are employed in the fervice of Damafeus, of Sy¬ 
ria and Perfia, and efpecially of Sudan, whofe caravans 
traverfe Africa from call to weft with Indian commodi¬ 
ties, which they carry from the Arabian Culf to the At¬ 
lantic Ocean. Thcfe, and this vaft inland trade of which 
they were mafters, the gold, ivory, pearls, and tortoife 
Ihells, that ferved for returns to India, were the fource of 
the riches and power of thofe Slicpherds, of which fo 
many things are recorded in ancient hillory almoll exceed¬ 
ing belief. 

Immedi-^tely upon entering Herbagi, I went to wait 
upon Wed Agceb. He had a very good houfe, confidercd 
as fuch, though but a very indifTcrent palace for a prince. 
He feemed to be a man of very gentle manners; was about 30 
years of age ; had a thick black beard and whilkers, large 
black eyes, and a long thin face, which marked his confti- 
tution not to be a llrong one. We found, indeed, after¬ 
wards, that he had been very much additfled to drinking, 
which he had oftej|^^ndeavourcd in vain to leave off, by 
fubftitutmg opium in its place. He had never before feen 
an European, and tcilified great furjirife at my complexion. 
He fent us abundance of provilions, two Iltccp and two 
goats, and begged I would give him advice about his health 
in the evening. He inquired very particularly about my 
reception at Sennaar, w'hich I told him only in part, ..^d, 
among other circunjilances, the report at Sennaar, that he 
was gathering his forces to the affidance of the king againfl: 

3 S j Adelaa 
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Adrian and Abou Kalec. He anfwercd.with a fneer, •* Ge- 
hennim el Kafr, /. /. T/k Pe^an may go to bell. He fpoke con- 
temptuoufly of the king of Sennaar, but very refpedlfiilly 
of Adelan and Abou Kalec, any one of whofe little fingers, 
he faid, was fuflScient to cnilh the Mek, and all who ad¬ 
hered to him. I then took my leave, and went home to 
reft. 

On the 17th, at noon, I obferved the meridian altitude of 
the fun, and found the latitude of the place to be 14" 30' N. 
but this obfervation was made with Hadley’s quadrant, that 
I fnight favc time, being willing to advance to as great a 
diftance as poflible from Sennaar, fo there may be perhaps 
a minute of error, and more there ought not to be, as it 
was confirmed by feveral obfervations at night. The in- 
ftrument, infpedted and redtifiied by day light, was exami¬ 
ned, and 1 found it to be without alteration before ufing ic 
at night. 

About eight o’clock in the evening T went to fee Wed* 
Agceb> who had fupped, and was drinking forbet made of 
tamarinds, I believe rather to fweeten his breath than from 
thirft, for he had apparently drunk of ftrongcr liquor be¬ 
fore he took the forbet. He told me that a fervant of Adelan. 
Waa arrived that evening from the camp, who had brought 
him a letter and mefifages on my account, and bade me 
be of good courage, for I foould be fefer in my tent than 
in Adelan’s houfe at Sennaar; that two men had been exe¬ 
cuted for attempting to rob Adelan’s houfe; and that Ma¬ 
homet, the kiiig’s fervant, was deftined to fuffer upon a 
taikb, as foon as ever Adelan Ihould move at a greater dif^ 

■. ; .. If ' tanoe- 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


sor 

wnce from Shekh Shaddly^s tomb, where fuch executions 
could not be performed with decency. 

I MADE him a fmallprefent of fine muflin, which I had 
bought at Sennaar; and, in the courfe of converfation, he told- 
me that the Moorifli troops from Ras el Feel had burnt Tea- 
wa; that the Daveina were with them, and had plundered 
the Jehaina, and forced Fidele to fly to Beyla. I aikcd if 
any Chriftian troops were among them ? fufpecfiing much 
Ayto Engedan and Ayto Confu. He faid there were none, 
but the Moors of Ras el Feel, the Ganjar horfc of Kuara,. 
and the Arabs Daveina. As I did not wiih to be known in 
this matter, I puflied my inquiries no further ; I afked him 
to provide me with one of his men for fear of tlie Shukorea 
Arabs, with which he complied, adding, that he was him- 
felf going out to the Shukorea, and would fend a man to 
Halfaia, where I was to confider, and acquaint him, whether 
I was to pafs the Nile at Gerri, and go by the dcfert of Ba- 
hiouda and Dongola, or by the more unfrequented way of 
Chendi, Barbar, and the great dcfert, the fatigues and dan¬ 
gers of which he thought it impofiible for a European to 
fuffer, but would give me a letter to Sittina his lifter, to 
whom that country belonged. After Chendi, he affured me 
there was no protetftion to be relied upon but that of 
Hcayen. This fenfible difeourfe was of great lervice to 
me, as it fet me all the reft of the journey upon the in¬ 
quiry as to the proper fteps for performing this dangeroua 
expedition- 

Ok the i8th, at feven o’clock I left Herbagi, after wri¬ 
ting a letter to Adelan, thanking him for his pundtuality- 
and care of me, and giving the lervant that liad come on 

the 
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the errand a fmall prefent. He told me it would be tea 
days before he returned to the camp; with wliich Jail in¬ 
telligence I was very well pleafed, as thereby no informa¬ 
tion could arrive where I was, till 1 was forgot, or out of 
their power. At ten minutes pad eleven we arrived at Wed 
el Frook, a fmall village clofe upon the Nile. Nothing 
could be more beautiful than the country we pa/Ted that 
day, partly covered with very pleafant woods, and partly in 
lawns, with a few fine fcattered trees. The Nile is a fhort 
quarter of a mile from the village, and is fully half a mile 
broad. It runs fmooth, and when in inundation, overflows 
^he fmall fpace of ground between its prefent banks and 
Wed cl Frook. It was now confiderably lower than it had 
been, and was confined within its banks. 

On the 19th wc fet out from Wed cl Frook at half pafl; five 
in the morning, and about four miles from it came to a 
large village, and the tomb of a Fakir, the Nile running all 
•the way parallel to our road. At ten o’clock w'c came to 
another village called Abeuafear ; and a little way cart of 
it, in the river, there is a large iiiand confiderably above the 
water, where fhrubs and grafs grow abundantly. The vil¬ 
lage is placed upon a fmall hill, and there are a great many 
of tlic fame fize and fhape fcattered about the country on 
the banks of the river, which add greatly to the beauty of 
it, as we had not yet feen fuch lince our-leaving Sennaar. 
At three quarters pall one we came to the village of Kamily. 
The country here is more open, the foil lighter, the grafs 
fhort and thin ; it is all laid out in paflurc, and there is 
here plcjuy of goats, as well as black catrle. This day wc 
met a caravan from Egypt, lafl from Chendi, wh.o brought 
.us word, that Aii Bey was depofed, and Mahomcr Abou 
4 Dahab 
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Dahab was made Bey in his place. They fai<l. one part of 
the caravan, that went before them, had been attacked 
and cut ofThy the Bilharcen under Abou Bert ran ; th«it they 
had efcaped by a few hours only, and that all the roatl was 
fo infefted with robbers, that it was a miracle if any one 
could pafs. 

On the 20th we left Kam’ly at a quarter paft five in the 
morning,andat aboutfix miles (the diftance betweenthat and 
Wed Tyrab) we pafied a bare and fandy country, interfper- 
fed with fmall coppices, and three quarters pad ten came 
to Bifliaggara. This is a large village, foraething above 
a mile’s diftance from the Nile, which fpace is entirely ta¬ 
ken up with brufiiwood, without any timber trees. We 
begin now to fee the eflfeefts of the quantity of rain having 
failed. There was little fown, and that fo late as to be 
fcarcely above the ground. It feems the rains begin later 
as they pafs northward. Many people were here employed 
in gathering grafs feeds * to make a very bad kind of 
bread. Thefe people appear perfedl fkclerons, and no won¬ 
der, as they live upon fuch fare. Nothing increafes the 
danger of travelling, and prejudice againft ftrangers, more 
than the fcarcity of provifions in the country through which 
you are to pafs. 

At fifty minutes paft three in the afternoon we left Bi¬ 
fliaggara, ‘and at feven came to Eltie, a draggling village, 
about half a mile from the Nile, in the north of a large, 
bare plain, all pafture, except the banks of the river, which 

are 


* We hud feen this pruclifed too by the Agows at the fourcc of the Nile 
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are covered with wood. We now rio longer faw any corm 
fown: The people here were at the fame miferable employ¬ 
ment as thofe we had feen before, that of gathering grafs- 
Teeds; yet, though flarving, they brought us plenty of 
milk in exchange for tobacco, a commodity very much in 
requeft in thefe parts. At half paft ten we arrived at Gi- 
<iid; the-houfes were built of clay, with terrafled roofs: on 
x>ur way we palled through fcveral little cantonments of 
Nuba. All this country is fand, interfperfed with thick cop- 
apices and acacia-trees that feemed not to thrive. On the o- 
rher iide are large, dead, fandy plains, but both lldes of the 
river are .covered with wood. The ferry over the Nile is 
liere from the weft to the eaft. Tlie country about Gidid, 
cfpecially to the wcftward, is very bare and barren, and 
fcarcely produces any thing faving grafs and bent, of which 
ch^ poor people ufe the feed for bread. This is the cafe all 
ro the wcftward of Ebaice ; and ihc country here, for want 
of rain, is fall dwindling into a defert, and the foil is chan¬ 
ged to fand. There is no corn, though, from the vicinity 
of two large rivers, it produces grafs enough for cattle, 
^eep, and goats, and there is as yet plenty of mUk : but as 
ibon as the fun Ibines .conftantly, no herbage will remain 
.diat can be food for any other cattle but goats, and at laft 
the whole becomes a perfect defert, capable of nourilhing 
nothing but antelopes and oftriches. 

On the «ift, at feven in the morning we left Gidid, and 
-near three miles further we came to the paflage, and def- 
cended a long way with the current before we landed. The 
manner tlicy pafs the camels at this ferry is by faftening 
•cords under their hind quarters, and then tying a halter to 
fhek lieads. Two men fuftaia thefe^ cords, and a third the 

lialtcr. 
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halter, fo that the camels, hj fwlmming, carrf the hokt oa 
Ihore. One is faftened on each £dp of th^ and One 
along each hde of the Hem. Thefe ufefolr l^fts fiuS^ 
much by this rude treatment, and msiupiy die iiftme |>aj&ge^ 
with all the care that can be taken, but often ichrotigh ma¬ 
lice, or out of revenge. Thefe boatmen privately put fait ia 
the camels ears, which makes the animal defperate and Un¬ 
governable, till, by fretting and plunging his headconRantly 
in the water, he lofes his breath, and is drowned $ the boat¬ 
men then have gained their end, and feaft upon the Eelh. 
But the Arabs, when they pafs their camels, Ufe a goat*i 
ikin, blown with wind like a bladder, whidh they tie to the 
fore part of the camel, and this fupports him where he is 
heavieft, while the man, fitting behind on his ramp, guides 
him, for this animal is a very bad fwimmer, being heavieil 
before. The boats here are larger and better made than 
in any other part on the river. All between the Nile and 
Halifoon is bare ground, interl]>erfed with acada-thees* 
The lofs of a camel is very confiderable, but the,price of ^ 
ferrying very moderate; it is only three mahalacs for 
each camel, with his merchandifc' and every thing be¬ 
longing to him. The river is fomething more than a quar¬ 
ter of a mile broad, but is double that meafutb in the 
rainy feafon, the current very violent, and Rpimg at all 
times. 

Notwithstanwno our boatmen had a very ba 4 charac-' 
ter at this time, we paEed with our camela and baggage 
without lofs or accident. They feemed indeed to Ihew a 
very indifferent countenuce at firft, but good words, a|ril a 
promife of recompence, prcfently reiidercd thmn tradawde. 
By half paft twelve we were all fafe on the other fide, kdd 
VoL. IV. 3 T at 
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north ,anid a ojic to the weft. The Nile here runs N. 
E. of us.- .^ihfs,^ho^ 4 ay was fpent in woods of a* very plea- 
fant ki^d; th^ yMige large numbers of birds of various co^ 
loujff^^but u^ue, of them, fo far as I could hear lince we 
le|i .endovfed with the gift of fong. Sakies* in the 

jpliai^ jwi between the Nile and the road, lift the water 
from the ftream, and pour it on the land, in hopes that it 
may p^^i(|||iOe^fonie ra^ crops of dora; for the river 

O^efftc^W^ oi this country, and it is very precarioufly 
and ibahtily watered with rain. 

It? a little ume, continuing our journey, we came to 
Shekh Atman*s, the tomb of a Fakir on the road. There 
is a high ridge of mountains on our left, weft of the Nile 
about fivf miles, and a low ridge on our right, about eight 
miles diftant; our diredion was ftraight north. At half paft 
eight, about five miles further, we came to the village Wed 
^ojila. The river Abiad, which is larger than the Nile, 
^ins it there. Still the Nile preferves the name of Bahar 
el iutbfgue, or the Blue River, which it got at Sennaar. The 
village was once intended lo be built at the jundlion of the 
two rivers, but the Fakir’s tomb being on the fide of the 
Nile, the village likewife was placed there. The Abiad is 
a very dee^ river; it runs dead and with little inclination, 
and pneftives its, ftfeam always undiminilhed, becaufe ri.- 
fing/in latitudes w-here'there are continual rains, it there- 
ifore iiaot the decfeafe tl>e Nile does by the fix months 

dry weather. Our whole journey this day was through 
woods, with large intervals of Tandy plains producing no¬ 
thing except forue few fpots of corn fown in time of the 

fhowers, 


* A machioe fur raiiiBg water from the Nile, otUemife called the Perllan vrhcel. 
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fliowers, wfiile the fun returned over the zenith, but ftill 
looking very poorly. At half paft twelve we arrived at 
Suakem, under trees, near a fakia. At four o’clock in the 
afternoon we left Suakem, the mountains of Gerri bearing 
N. E. of us, and, five miles further, alighted in a wood near 
the Arabs Abdelab. 

On the 30th, at five o’clock in the morning we left this 
nation, and after having gone eight miles N. E. we came to a 
village, which is, as it were, the fuburb of Gerri. T«e A- 
caba of Gerri is a low ridge of rocks that feems firll to run 
from both fides acrofs the bed of the river, as if defigned 
to flop it; and it is impolfible to look at the gap through 
which it falls down below, without thinking that this paf- 
fage was made by the Nile itfelf when firft it began to flow; 
Gerri is built on a rifing ground, conlifting of white, barren 
fand and gravel, intermixed with white al^ibafter like peb¬ 
bles, which, in a bright fun, are extremely difagreeable 
to the eye. It confifts of about 140 houfes, none of. them 
above one ftorey high, neat, well built, flat-roofed, and all 
of one height, compofed with the fame coloured earth as 
that on which it ftands, and, for this reafon, it is fcarcely 
vifihle at a diftance. It is immediately at the foot of the 
Acaba, fomething more than a quarter of a mile from the 
Nile. Gerri is lituated at the end of the tropical fairis, in 
lat. 16" 15', and the Acaba feems to anfwer thoft induntains 
of Ptolemy, beyond which (that is to the N;) KdTays' it is 
^'ictfxfjiov xixi a/Spo^'or ^ecjiacy that is, a Countty' fuil of fand and 
without rain ; it is but a fmall fpot immetfeitely oh the Nile,^ 
which is all cultivated, as it enjoys tlffe doUblC advantage 
both of the overflowing of the river and the accidental 

' fliowcns. 


* Ptol, Ccograph. lib, iv. cap. 8, 
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flioWerJ. It is ilfo cJtlled fi^adtiUah, or the Country of God, 
on account of this dout)le Ijleihng. The dates of Gerri are 
fent to the Mek> aiid are referyed on purpofe for him. They 
art dry, and never ripen> nor have an^- of the moift and 
{ndpy fuhftance of. the dates of Barbary. They arc firm 
and finooth in thn^il^n, ai^d .of a golden colour. 

On the jft of O^ober,*,at half paft five in the morning 
we i^t < 3 crri, the Acaba continuing on the Call and weft, 
but the two extremities curving like a bow or an amphi¬ 
theatre. This ridge of mountains is compofed of bare, red 
ftonc, without any grafs. At ten minutes after eight we 
.changed our road to N. E. endeavouring to turn the point 
of the Acaba about three miles off, and at ten o’clock alight¬ 
ed among green trees to feed our camels. At three o'clock 
in the afternoon we left our refting-place in the wood. The 
mountains, which were then on our left hand, are thofe of 
the Acaba of Gerri; but thofe on the right ftill ran parallel 
to our Gourfe, and ended in the Acaba of Mornefs ; we were 
now two miles from the river, its courie due north. About 
twenty minutes paft four we came to the Acaba of Mornefs, 
a ridge of bare, ftony hills, and half an hour after we pafTcd 
it. Thei*c is very little afcent, and the road is only loofc, 
.broked ftones, which laft about a quarter of an hour. 

At ffclock in the evening we came to Hajar el Aflad, 
.or Hajar Serrareejk, the firft Lgnifying the Lion’s Stone, the 
.next the Stqtjte of Thieves, a beggarly, ftraggling village, 
wh^rt there is a fakia, and fmall ftripes of dora, as if fown 
in ,a garden, and watered from the well at plcafure, H.ajar 
.cl Aflad is the boundary between Wed Agecb and the Mek 
.of Chendi; it is a yellow ftone fet upon a rock, which they 
.2 imagine 
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imagine has the fi^rb bf a- Ikinr * We ilfow alighted near 
half a mile from the river, in'a fmall plain, .where was only- 
one fhephefd with his cot and flocki At fome diftance, near 
the river, there was a honfe or two with fakies, Septenaher 
is the feed-time in this country. When the Nile is at its 
height, the flat ground along the fide of the ^'ater, which 
is about a quarter of a mile broad, is fown with ddray as 
far as water can be condudled in rills to it, but after this 
Ihort fpace, the ground rifes immediately; there the har- 
veft-timc is in November; and the feed-time at Senhaar is 
in July, and their harveft in September; both regulated by 
the height of the Nile at the refpedtive plaees. . 

On the ad of October, at half pafl: five in the morning we 
left Hajar el AlTad ; for the two laft days pafl: our journey lay 
through woods and defert, without water or villages ; we 
refted upon the Nile, which foon receded from us. -After 
having gone about two miles we faw fome fmall houfes 
and fakies, with narrow ftripes of corn on both fides of the 
river. About a mile further, we began, inftead of the Tandy 
defert, to fee large ftratums of purple, red and white mar¬ 
ble, and alfo alabafter. It feems as if thofe immenfc quar¬ 
ries, which run into Upper Egypt lo’N; from this, firft take 
their rife here. . This day we journied through woods of 
acacia and jujebs. At twenty minutes pafl; eight we alight¬ 
ed in a wood to feed our camels. The fun was. Jo immo¬ 
derately hot that we could hot travel. The Nile from Ger- 
ri declines almofl infcnfibly from the E. of N, The whole 
country is defert and without inhabic^ts, faving the banks ; 
of the river; for there are here no regular rains that can < 
be depended upon at any certain time for the purpofe of < 
agriculture; only there fall violent Ihowers at the time 

the 
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the fun is in the zenith, on his progrefs fouthward fThm 
the tropic of Cancer towards the Line, and the grafs grows 
tip very luxuriantly in all the fpots watered by thefe acci¬ 
dental fliowers ; but all the reft of the country is dry and 
burnt up. 

Near Gcrri, a little north, is the large rock Acaba, full 
of caves, the firR habitations of the builders of Merol\ A 
little below it is the ferry over which thofe who go by the 
weft fide of the Nile to Dongola, through the dclert of Ba- 
hiouda, muft all pafs. It is five days journey before you 
come to Korti, where travellers arrive tlie morning of the 
fixth, that is, going at the rate of fifteen miles a-day. Near 
Korti you again meet the Nile, which has taken a very unna¬ 
tural turn from Magiran, or where it meets the Tacazze from 
AngoL The way through this defert, which was that of Pon- 
eet, is now rendered impaflable, as I have already faid, by 
the Beni Faifara, Beni Gerar, and (liubba-beelh Arabs, three 
powerful clans, which come from the weftward near Kor- 
dofan from fear of the black horfe there, and which have 
taken poflellion of all the wells in that defert, fo that it is 
impofliblc for travellers to avoid them. T JiC Cubba-beefh 
are fo called, from kebfli*, a flieep, bshey wear the 
Ikin of that animal for cloathing. They rue \ cry numerous, 
and extend far into the great defert Selimaand to the frontiers 
of Egypt. Thefe tribes have cut off the laft three caravans co¬ 
ming from Dongola and Egypt. This ferry, and the Acaba 
beyond it, belongs to Wed Ageeb; and here all goods, pair¬ 
ing to and from Egypt, Dongola, and Chendi, pay a duty, 
3 which 


* Kebth, a (beep j pi. Cubba-beefh, fheep. 
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’which is not regulated as to its extent, but is levied arbitra¬ 
rily, according to circumftances of the times, and paid to 
the Shukorea, or other Arabs, who are in the neighbour¬ 
hood, which happens from February to July. The Mek, or 
-prince of the Arabs, paiTes them by fair means or force. 
After the rainr. become conftant, tltefe go eaftward to Men- 
dcra and Gooz, and then the road from Sennaar to Suakem 
through thefe places becoming dangerous on account of 
all the other Arabs aflembling there to avoid the fly, the-ca¬ 
ravan of Suakem is obliged to pafs through Halfaia to Bar¬ 
ba)-, and from thence to Suakem, fo that this was the mofl; 
frequented roatl in the kingdom. Now, indeed, the com¬ 
munications on all tides arc obllrudted by the anarchy that 
prevails among tht- .Xrabs, fo that he who pafles to or from 
F.gypt mull depend folely upon his own exertions and the 
proteclton of Heaven. 

TtiE Acaba of Gcrri, and the banks of the Nile there, arc 
inhabited by tribes of Arabs, called Beni Hamda, and Haf- 
i'ani. They au all poor and mifcrable banditti, and would 
not fulTcr a man tt^ pals there at the ferry were it not for 
the extraordinary di'ead they have of fire-arms. The report 
of a gu.n, even at a dillance, will make a hundred of them 
fly and liidc thcmfelves. We gave them fevcral vollics of 
hluudcrbufles, and double-barrelled guns, fired in the air, 
from the time of our entering their territory till near Wed 
Baal a Nagga; we faw them upon the tops of the pointed 
rocks as far dillant as we could wifli, nor did they ever ap¬ 
pear nearer us, or defeend into the plain. 

At Halfaia and Gcrri begins that noble race of horfes 
jullly celebrated all over the world. They are the breed that 
VoL. IV. 3 U 
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was introduced here at the Saracen conqueft, and have been 
preferved unmixed to this day. They feem to be a diftindt 
animal from the Arabian horfe, fuch as I have feen in the 
plains of Arabia Deferta, fouth of Palmyra and Damafcus, 
where I take the moft excellent of the Arabian breed to be, 
in the tribe of Mowalli and Annecy, which is about lat. 36“; 
whilft Dongola and the dry country near it feems to be the 
center of excellence for this nobler animal, fo that the 
bounds within which the horfe is in its greateft perfedlion 
feems to be between the degrees of lat. 20”, and 36“, and 
between long. 30® eaft from the meridian of Greenwich to • 
the banks of the Euphrates.. For this extent Fahrenheit’s, 
thermometer is never below 50® in tlte night, or in the day 
below 80% though it may rife to 120° at noon in the lhade, at 
which point horfes are not affcdled by the hear, but will 
breed as they do at Halfaia, Gerri, and DongnU, wlierc the 
thermometer rifes to thefe degrees* Thefe countries, from 
what has been faid, muft of courfe be a dry, fandy defert,, 
with little water, producing fhort, or no grafs, but < !ily roots, 
which arc blanched like our cellexy, being alwn. , covcj cd 
with earth, having no marilics or fwamps, fat f > ..py earth,, 
or mould. 

T NEVER heard of wild horfes in any of th( ic parts. A-- 
rabia Deferta, where they are faid to be, fceiu. ..cry ill cal-- 
culatecl to conceal them, it being flat without wood or co¬ 
ver, they mufl. therefore be coudaruly in view; and I ne¬ 
ver heard any perfon of veracity fay they ever faw wild 
horfes in Arabia. Wild aflcs I have fn.^juenrly feen a, 
but never dead, in neck, head, face, and tail very like ours, 
only their ikins are flreaked, not fpotted. The zcl'ra is 
found nowhere in Abyfliuia, but in the S. W. extrciniiy of- 

Euarai 
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Kuara among the Shangalla and Cuba, in Narea and Caffa, 
and in the mountains of Dyre and Tegla, and to the fouth* 
ward near as far as the Cape. 

What figure the Nubian breed would make in point 
of flectnefs is very doubtful, their make being fo entirely 
different from that of the Arabian ; but if beautiful and 
fymmctrieal parts, great fize and ftrength, the molL agile, 
nervous, and elaftic movements, great endurance of fa¬ 
tigue, docility of temper, and feeming attachment to man, 
beyond any other domeftic animal, can promife any thing 
for a llallion, the Nubian is, above all comparifon, the 
moll eligible in the world. Few men have feen more hor- 
fes, or more of the different places where they are excellent, 
than I have, and no one ever more delighted in them, as 
far as the manly exercife went. What thefe may produce 
for the turf is what I cannot fo much as guefs, as there is 
nor, I believe, in the world one more indifferent to, or ig¬ 
norant of, that amufement than 1 am. The experiment 
would be worth trying in any view. The cxpcnce would 
not be great, yet there might be fome trouble and applica¬ 
tion ncceflary, but, if adroitly managed, not much even of 
that. 

I couLU not refrain from attempting a drawing of one 
of them, which I fince, and but very lately, unfortunately 
millaid. It was a horfe of Shekh Adelan, which with fomc 
difficulty 1 had liberty to draw. It was not quite four years 
old, was full 16 hands high : I mean this only as an idea ; 
I know the faults of my drawing, and could corretH; many 
-of them ; but it is a rule I have invariably adhered to in 
this, as well as in defeription, to corre(5l nothing from recol- 

3 U 2 ktSlion 
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ledion when the objed is out of my fight. This horfe’ir 
name was El Fudda, the meaning of which I will not pre¬ 
tend to explain. In Egypt this is the name of a fmall piece 
of money clipped into points, otherwifc called a parat; but, 
very probably, the name of horfes in Nubia may have as 
little allufion to the quality of the animal as the name 
which our race-horfes have in England ; they are, how¬ 
ever, very jealous in keeping up their pedigree. All noble 
horfes in Nubia are faid to be defcended of one of the 
five upon which Mahomet and his four immediate fuc- 
ceflbrs, Abou Beer, Omar, Atman, and Ali, fled from Mecca 
to Medina, the night ‘of the Hegira, From which of thefe 
El Ftidda w'as defcended I did not inquire; Shekh Adclan, 
armed, as he fought, with his coat of mail and war faddle, 
iron-chain'cd bridle, brafs check-plates, front-plate, breaft- 
platc, large broad-fword, and battlc-ax, did not weigh Icfs 
upon the horfe than 26 flone, horfeman’s w'eight. This 
horfe kneeled to receive his mafter, armed as he w'as,whcn 
he mounted, and he kneeled to let him difmounr armed 
likcwife, fo that no advantage could be taken of him in 
thofe hclplefs times when a man is obliged to arm and 
difarm himfclf piece by piece on horfeback. Adclan, in 
war, w^as a fair-player, and gave every body his chance. 
He was the firfl man always that entered among the ene¬ 
my, and the lafl to leave them, and never changed this horfe.. 
The horfes of Halfaia and Gerri do not arrive at the fize of 
thofe in Dongola, where few arc lower than 16 hands. T hey 
are black or white, but avail proportion of the former to the 
latter. I never faw the colourw'e call grey, that is, dappled, but 
there arc fomc bright bays, or inclining to forcl. They are 
all kept nionllroully fat upon doia, eat nothing green but 

the 
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ifEe fliort roots of grafs that are to be found by the fide of 
the Nile, after the fun has withered it. This they dig out 
where it is covered with earth, and appears blanched, which 
they lay in fmall heaps once a-day on the ground before 
them. They are tethered by the fetlock joint of the fore¬ 
leg with a very foft cotton rope made with a loop and large 
button. They cat and drink with the bridle in their mouth, 
not the bridle they adlually ufe when armed, but a light 
one made on purpofe to accuftom them to eat and drink 
with it: If you alk the reafon, they tell you of many battles 
that have been loft by the troops having been attacked by ^ 
their enemy when taking olF the bridles to give their horfes 
drink. No Arab ever mounts a ftallion; on the contrary, 
in Nubia they never ride mares ; the reafon is plain ; The 
Arabs are conftantly at war with their neighbours, (for fo 
robbery in that country is called) and always endeavour to 
take their enemies by furprife in the grey of the evening, 
or the dawn of day. A ftallion no fooncr fraells the ftalc 
of the marc in the enemy’s quarters, than he begins to 
neigh, and that would give the alarm to the party intend¬ 
ed to be furprifed. No fuch thing ever can happen when 
thev ride mares only ; on the contrary, the Funge trull on¬ 
ly to fuperior force. T hey are in an open, plain country, 
mull be dilGovercd at many miles diftance, and all fuch 
furprifes and ftratagems are ufelefs to them. 

The place where we alighted is called Hajar cl Dill, and 
is a mile call from where we halted in tlie wood to feed our 
camels. Wc continued along the Nile at about a mile’s di¬ 
ftance from it, and, after advancing near three miles, came 
in light of a large village called Derreira ; on the oppofite 
fide of the Nile, and beyond that,, about four miles on the 
4, fame 
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fame fide, is Deleb, a large village, with the flirine of a fa¬ 
mous faint of that name. 'The country here is more culti¬ 
vated and pleafant than that which we had pafled; there is 
a low ridge of hills in the way. At half paft fix in the even¬ 
ing of the 2d of Odtober we arrived at Wed Baal a Nagga. 
The village is a very large one, belonging to a Fakir, a faint 
of the firft confideration in the government of Chcndi. All 
this country, except immediately upon the Nile, is dcfert 
and fandy. All along the plain we faw numbers of people 
digging pits, and taking out the earth, which they boil in 
large earthen vafes or pans. This is the only way they 
procure themfelves fait, of which they fend great quanti¬ 
ties to Halfaia, where is a market, and from whence it is 
Tent,to Sennaar. 

On the 3d, at five o’clock, we left Wed Baal a Nagga, and 
continued along the Nile, which is about a quarter of a mile 
olT; and feven.miles further to the N. E. we pafied a tomb 
of the Fakir el Deragi, clofe to the road on our left hand. 
All from Wed Baal a Nagga, on both fides of the Nile, is 
pidlurefque and pleafant, full of verdure, and varied with 
houfes in different fituations rill wc come to the tomb of 
this Fakir. Immediately from this all is bare and dcfolate, 
except one verdant fpot by the fide of the river, lliadcd with 
fine trees, and full of herbage, and there we alighted at 
nine o’clock. This place is called Maia; a few trees appear 
on the other fide, but beyond thefe all the country is dcfert. 
It is inhabited atprefent by the Jaheleen Arabs of Wed el 
Faal; as they have had violent Ihowcrs in the high coun¬ 
try, and their pools were ftill full of water, they ftaid by 
them longer than ordinary feeding their cattle. Idris Wed 
<1 Faal, governor of Chcndi, nephew to Wed Ageeb, and fon 
4 ■ ^ 
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to Sittina his lifter, to whom this country belongs, was then 
with them, fo we did not fear them, otherwife there is not 
a worfe fet of fanatical wretches, or greater enemies to the: 
name of Chriftian, than thefe are. 

As we are here fpeaking of Arabs and their names, I 
fliall once for all obferve, that Wed, a word which I have 
frequently made ufe of in the courfe of this hiftory, and' 
which in this fenfe is peculiar to the kingdom of Sennaar, 
docs not mean river, though that is its import in Arabic. 
Here it is an abbreviation of Welled, peculiar to the inhabi¬ 
tants of this part of Atbara; who feem to have an averlion to 
the letter 1; Wed el Faal, the fon of Faal; Wed Hydar, the 
fon of Hydar, or the lion; Wed Haflan, the fon of Haflan, 
and fo of the reft.. For the fame reafon, Melek Sennaar, 
the king of Sennaar, called Mek^ by throwing out the 1; 
Abd cl Mek, the Have of the king, inftead of Abd el Melek. 
Here alfo I had the pleafure to find the language of the 
Koran that of the whole people in common converfation ;, 
and as this was the book in which I firft fludied the Ara¬ 
bic, I found now a propriety and facility of cxprellion I had 
not been fcnfiblc of before ; for that of the Koran, in Ara¬ 
bia, is a kind of dead language, rarely underftood but by 
men of learning.. 

At Wed Baal a Nagga there is a ferry for thofe who 
go to Dongola by the defert of Bahiouda. Dcrrcira is the 
landing-place on the other fide ; I fuppofc it is to avoid 
thefe Jahelccn that caravans ferry over at Gerri rather 
than come fo low as Wed Baal a Nagga. We left Mata at 
half pall three in the afternoon, and, after going three 

miles. 
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miles, we came to Gooz, a fmall village on our left, where 
we found plenty of good food for our camels. ^At fix we 
alighted at Fakari. Ghendi was now five miles eail of us, 
where we arrived at eight o’clock in the morning of the 4th 
of Odober. > 
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CHAP. XI. 

Reception at Chendi by Sitlina-^Conver/ations with her—Enter the De^ 
fert — Pillars of moving Sand — The Simoom—^Latitude of Chi^re. 

C HENDI, or Chandi, is a large village, the capital of its 
diilritfl:, the government of which belongs to Sittina, 
(as fhe is called) w lich fignifies the Miftrefs, or the Lady, Ihc 
being fitter to Wed Ageeb, the principal of the Arabs in 
this country. She had been married, but her hufband was 
dead. Slie had one fon, Idris Wed el Faal, who was to fuc- 
ceed to the government of Chendi upon his mother’s death, 
and who, in efFedf, governed all the affairs of his kindred al¬ 
ready. The governor of Chendi is called in difeourfe Mek 
el Jaheleen, prince of the Arabs of Beni Koreilh, who are 
all fettled, as I have already faid, about the bottom of At- 
bara, on bothfidcs of the Magiran. 

There is a tradition at Chendi, that a woman, whofe 
name was Hendaque, once governed all that country, 
whence we might imagine that this was part of the king¬ 
dom of Candace; for writing this name in GJreck letters 
it will come to be no other than Hendaque, the native, cr 
VoL. IV. 3 X miftrefs, 
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miftrcfs, of Chendi, or Chandi. However this may be, 
Chendi was once a town of great refort. The caravans of 
Sennaar, Egypt, Suakem, and Kordofan, all were in ufe to 
rendezvous here, cfpecially fince the Arabs have cut off the 
road by Dongola, and the defert of Bahiouda ; and though 
it be not now a place of great plenty, yet every thing here 
is at a cheaper rate, and better than at Sennaar; we mull 
except the article fuel, for wood is much dearer here than 
in any part of Atbara; the people all burn camels dung. 
Indeed, were it not for drclfing vidluals, fire in a place lb 
hot as this would be a nuifance. It was fo fultry in the 
end of Auguft and beginning of September, that many 
people dropt down dead with heat, both in the town and 
villages round it; but it is now faid to be much cooler, 
though the thermometer at noon was once fo high as 
119°. 

Chendi has in it about 250 houfes, which are not all 
built contiguous, fome of the bell of them being I'cparatc, 
and that of Sittina’s is half a mile from the town. 
There are two or three tolerable houfes, but the reft of 
them are inifcrablc hovels, built of r’.ay and iccds. Sit- 
tina gave us one of thefe houfes, which I ufed for keep¬ 
ing my inllruments and baggage* from being pilfered or 
broken; I llept abroad in the tent, and it was even tliere 
hot enough. The women of Chendi are efteemed the mod 
beautiful in Atbara, and the men the greatcll cowards. 
This is the character they bear among their countrymen, 
but we had little opportunity of verifying either. 


On our arrival at Chendi we found the people very 
much alarmed at a phsenomenon, which, though it often 
3 happens, 
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happens, by fomc ftrange inadvertency had never been obfer- 
ved, even in this ferene fley. The planet Venus appeared flai- 
ning with undiminiflicd light all day, in defiance of the 
brighteft fun, from which flie was but little diftant. Tho* 
this phenomenon be vifiblc every four years, it filled all 
the people, both in town and country, with alarm. They 
flocked to me in crowds from all quarters to be fatisfied 
what it meant, and, when they faw my telefcopes and 
quadrant, they could not be perfuaded but that the liar 
had become vifible by fomc correfpondence and intelli¬ 
gence with me, and for my ufe. The bulk of the people 
in all countries is the fame ; they never foretell any thing 
but evil. The very regular and natural appearance of this 
planet was immediately converted, therefore, into a lign that 
there would be a bad harveft next year, and fcanty rains ; 
that Abou Kalec with an army would depofe the king, 
and over-run all Atbara; whilft fome threatened me as a 
principal operator in bringing about thefc difallcrs. On 
the other hand, without feeming over-folicitous about my 
vindication, I infinuated among the better fort, that this was 
a lucky and favourable fign, a harbinger of good fortune, 
plentyj and peace. The clamour upon this fubfided very 
much to my advantage, the rather, becaufe Sittina and her 
fon Idris knew certainly that Mahomet Abou Kalec was 
not to be in Atbara that year. 

On the 12th of Odlober I waited upon Sittina, who received 
me behind a fereen, fo that it was impoflible cither to fee 
her figure or face ; I obferved, however, that there were a- 
pcrturcs fo managed in the fereen that flie had a perfeft 
view of me. She exprefled herfelf with great politenefs, 
talked much upon the terms in which Adelan was with 
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the kin;', and wondered exceedingly how. a white man . 
like me Ihould venttire fo far in fuchan ill-goverhed coun¬ 
try. “ Allow me, Madam, faid I, to complain of a breach 
of hofpitality in you, which no Arab has been yet guilty of 
towards me.”—“ Me ! laid llie, that would be ftrange indeed, 
to a man that bears my brother’s letter. How can that 
be !”—Why, you tell me. Madam, that I am a white man, 
by wliich I know that you fee me, without giving me the 
like advantage. Tlie queens of Sennaar did not ufe me fo 
hardly; I had a full light of them without having ufed 
any importunity.” On this Ihc broke out into a great fit 
of laughter; then fell into a converfation about medicines 
to make her hair grow, or rather to hinder it from falling 
off. She defired me to come to her the next day; that her 
fon Idris would be then at home from the Howat and 
that he very much wilhed to fee me. She tliat day fent 
us plenty of provifions from her own table. 

On the 13th it was fo cxceflively hot that it was impof- 
fiblc to fuffer the burning fun. Thepoifonous fmoom blew 
likewife as if it came from an oven. Our eyes were dim, 
our lips cracked, our knees tottering, our throats perfeiHrly 
dry, and no relief was found from drinking an immoderate 
quantity of water. The people advifed me to dip a fpunge 
in vinegar and water, and hold it before my mouth and 
nofe, and this greatly relieved me. In the evening I went 
to Sittina. Upon entering the houfe, a black Have laid hold 
of me by the hand, and placed me in a paffage, at the end of 
which were two oppofite doors. I did not well know the 

reafon 
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reafbn of this ; but had Raid only a few minutes when I 
heard one of the doors at the end of the pafTagc open, and 
Sittina appeared magnificently drcfied, with a kind of round 
cap of folid gold upon the crown of her head, all beat very 
thin, and hung round with fcquins ; with a variety of gokl 
chains, folitaires, and necklaces of the fame metal, about 
her neck. Her hair was plaited in ten or twelve fmall di- 
vifions like tails, which hung down below her waill, and 
over her was thrown a common cotton white garment. Slic 
purple filk ftole, or fcarf, hung very gracefully upon 
hfer b^k, brought again round her waift, without covering 
hef'fihouldci j or arms. Upon her wrifls fhe had two brace¬ 
lets like handculFs, about half an inch thick, and two gold 
manacles of the fame at her feet, fully an inch diameter, 
the moll difagreeable and aukward part of all her drefs. 
I expect'd die would have liurried through with fome af- 
fc<5t:ation of furprife. On the contrary, flie llopt in the middle 
of the paflage, faying, in a ver^' grave manner, “ Kifhalcc,” 
—how are you ? I thought this was an opportunity of kif- 
fing her hand, which 1 did, without her Ihcwing any fort 
of reluctance. “ Allow me as a phyfician, faid I, Madam, 
to ay one word.” She bowed with her head, and faid, “ Go 
in at that door, and I will hear you.” The Have appeared, 
ar.d carried me through a doorat the bottom of the pafiage 
into a room, while her millrefs vanilhed m at another door 
at the top, and th-ere was the fereen I had feen the day be¬ 
fore, and the lady fitting behind it. . 

She was a W')man fcarccly forty, taller than the middle 
fize, had a ve;t ound, plump face, her mouth rather large, 
very red lip-'. . ne fineil teeth and eyes 1 have feen, but at the 
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top of her nofc, and between her eye-brows, flie had a fmall 
fpeck naade of cohol or antimony, four-corncr’d, and of the 
iizc of the fmalleft patches our women ufed to wear; ano¬ 
ther rather longer upon the top of her nofe, and one on the 
middle of her chin. 

Sitiim. “ Tell me what you would fay to me as a phyli- 
cian.”— Ya. “ It was. Madam, but in confequence of your 
difeourfe yefterday. That heavy gold cap with which you 
prefs your hair will certainly be the caufe of a gr^at pajt 
of it falling off.” Sitt. “ I believe fo; but I fliould catch cold, 
I am fo accuftomed to it, if I was to leave it off. Are you a 
man of name and family in your own countiy ?” Ta. “ Of 
both. Madam.” Sitt, “ Are the women handfome there ?” 
Ta, “ The handfomeft in the world. Madam ; but they arc 
fo good, and fo excellent in all other refpeds, that nobody 
thinks at all of their beauty, nor do they value themfelves 
upon it.” Sitt. “ And do they allow you to kifs their hands?” 
Ta. “ I underhand you. Madam, though you have miftaken 
me. There is no familiarity in kiffmg hands, it is a mark 
of homage, and diftant refpeft paid in my country to our 
fovereigns, and to none earthly bclides.” Sitt. “ Oyes! but 
the kings.” Ta. “ Yes, and the queens, too, always on the 
knee,Madam; I faidour fovereigns,meaning both king and 
queen. On her part it is a mark of gracious condefcenlion, 
in favour of rank, merit, and honourable behaviour; it is a 
reward for dangerous and difficult fervices, above all other 
compenfation.” Sitt, “ But do you know that no man ever 
kiffed my hand but you ?” Ta. “ It is impoffiblc I fliould 
know that, nor is it material. Of this I am confident, it 
was meant refpedfully, cannot hurt you, and ought not to 
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oiFend you.” Si/t. “ It certainly has done neither, but I wifli 
very much .Idris my fon would come and fee you, as it is 
on his account I dreffed myfelf to-day.” Ta. “ I hope, Ma¬ 
dam, when I do fee him he will think of fome way of for¬ 
warding me fafely to Barbar, in my way to Egypt.” Sitf. 
“ Safely! God forgive you! you are throwing yourfelf away 
wantonly. Idris himfelf, king of this country, dares not un¬ 
dertake fuch a journey. But why did not you go along with 
Maliomct Towafli? He fet out only a few days ago for Cairo, 
the fame way you are going, and has, I believe, taken all 
the Hybeers with him. Go call the porter”, fays fhe to her 
flave. When the porter came, “ Do you know if Mahomet 
Towafli is gone to Egypt ?” “ 1 know lie is gone to Barbar, 
fays the porter, the two Mahomets, and Abd cl Jcllcel, the 
Bidiarccn, are with him.” “Why did he take all the Hy¬ 
beers?” fays Sittina. “ The men were tired and difeoura- 
ged, anfwercd the porter, by their late ill-ufage from the 
Cubba-beelli, and, being dripped of every thing, they want¬ 
ed to be at huiue.” Sin. “ Somebody elfe will ofl'er, but 
you muft not go without a good man with you; J will not 
fuflTer you. Tliefc Biihareen are people known here, and 
may be trufted; bur while you flay let me fee you every day, 
and if you want any thing, fend by a fervant of mine. It 
is a tax, I know, improperly laid upon a man like you, to 
alk for every neceilary, but Idris will be here, and he will 
provide you better.” I went away upon this converfarion, 
and foon found, that Mahomet Towafli had fo well follow¬ 
ed the direefliion of the Mck of Sennaar, as to take all the Hy¬ 
beers of note with him on purpofe to difappoint me. 

This being the firfl time 1 have had occafion to mention 
tliis ufeful fet of men, it will be neceflary I fliould here ex¬ 
plain: 
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plain tlieir ofRce and occupation. A Hybeer is a guide, 
from the Arabic word Hubbar, to inform, inftrycT:, oi diredt, 
bccaufe they are ufed to do this office to the caravans tra¬ 
velling through the defert in all its diredfions, wliether to 
Egypt and back again, the coaft of the Bed Sea,or the coun¬ 
tries of Sudan, and the weftern extremities of Africa. They 
are men of great confidcration, knowing perfedlly the firua- 
tion and properties of all kinds of water to be met on the 
route, the dillance of wells, whether occupied by enemies 
or not, and, if fo, the way to avoid them with the leaft in¬ 
convenience. It is alfo neceilary to them to know the places 
occupied by the fimoom, and the feafons of their blow¬ 
ing in thofc parts of the defert, likewife thofc occupied by 
moving fands. He generally belongs to fome powerful 
tribe of Arabs inhabiting thefe deferts, whofc protedfion he 
makes ufe of to allift his caravans, or protedf them in time 
of danger, and handfome rewards were always in his 
power to diftribute on fuch occafions ; but now that the 
Arabs in thcl'e deferts are everywhere without government, 
the trade between Abyffinia and Cairo given over, that be¬ 
tween Sudan and that metropolis much diminilhcd, the 
importance of that office of Hybeer, and its confideration, is 
fallen in proportion, and with thcle -the fafe condudt; and 
we fhall fee prcfently a caravan cut off by the treachery of 
the very Hybeers that conducled them, the lirfl inflance of 
the kind tliat ever happened. 

Onf. day, fitting in my tent mufrng upon the very un- 
promifing afpccl of my allairs, an Arab of very ordinary ap¬ 
pearance, naketl, with only a cotton cloth around his mid¬ 
dle, came up to me, and oflered to condudl me to Barbar 
and thence .to Egypt. He laid his houfe was at Darooon the 
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fide of the Nile, about twenty miles beyond Sycne, or AUbu- 
an, nearer Cairo. I alked him why he bad not gone with 
Mahomet Towalh? He faid, he did not like the company, 
and was very much miftaken if their journey ended well. 
Upon preffing him further if this was really the only rca- 
fon; he then told me, that he had been lick for fome months 
at Chendi, contradled debt, and had been obliged to pawn 
his cloaths, and that his camel was detained for what 
Hill remained unpaid. After much converfation, repeated 
feveral days, I found that Idris^ (fcM- that was his name) was 
a man of fome fubftance in his own country, and had a 
daughter married to the Schourbatchie at Aflbuan. He faid 
that this was his laft journey, for he never would crofs the 
defert again. A bargain was now foon made. I redeemed 
his camel and cloak ; he was to Ihew me the way to Egypt, 
and he was there to be recompenfed, according to his beha¬ 
viour. 

CiiENDi, by repeated obfervations of the fun and ftars, 
made for feveral fucceeding days and nights, I found to be 
in lat. i6* 38' 35" north, and at the fame place, the 13th of 
OcTrober, I obferved an immerfion of the firft fatellite of Ju¬ 
piter, from which I concluded its longitude to be 33®. 24' 45" 
call of the meridian of Greenwich. The higheft degree of 
the thermometer of Fahrenheit in the fliade was, on the loth 
of October, at one o’clock P. M, 119'’, wind north ; the lowed: 
was on the i ith, at midnight, 87% wind weft, after a fmall 
fliower of rain. 

I PREPARED now to Icavc Chendi, but firft returned my 
benefadrefs Sittina thanks for all her favours. She had 
called for Idris, and given him very pofitive inftrutftions, 
VoL. IV. 3 Y mixt 
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mixt with threats, if he mifbehaved; and hearing what I 
had done for him, fhe too gave him an ounce of gold, and 
faid, at parting, that, for knowledge of the road through 
the defert, Ihe believed Idris to be as perfedl as any body ; 
but in cafe we met with the Bifliareen, they would neither 
lliew to him nor to me any mercy. She gave me, how¬ 
ever, a letter to Mahomet Abou Bertran; Shekh of one of 
the tribes of Bifliareen, on the Tacazzc, near the Magiran, 
which Ihe had made her !bn write from the Howat, it not 
being ufual, Ihc faid, for her to write herfclf. I begged I 
might be again allowed to teftify my gratitude by killing her 
hand, which flic condefeended to in the moll gracious man¬ 
ner, laughing all the time, and faying, “ Well, you are an 
odd man! if Idris my .fon faw me juft now, he w’ould think 
me mad.” 

On the 20th of Oclobcr, in the evening, wc.lcft Chendf, 
and refted two miles from the town, and about a mile from 
the river; and next day, the 21ft, at three quarters pall four 
in the morning we continued our journey, and palled 
through five or fix villages of the jaltelccn on our left; 
at nine we alighted to feed our camels under fome trees, 
having gone about ten miles. At this jdace begins a large 
ifland in the Nile feveral miles long, fall of villages, trees, 
and corn, it is called Kurgos. Oppofitc to this is the moun¬ 
tain Gibbainy, where is the firlLfcene of ruins I liavc met 
with fince that of Axum in Abyllijiia. Wc fiv/ here heaps 
of broken pcdeltals, like thofe of Axum, all plainly defignt d 
for the flatucs of the dog ; fornc pieces of obclilk, likewifc, 
with hierogl}^phics, alraott totally obliterated. I’hc Arabs 
. told us thefe ruins w'cre very extenfive ; and that many pie¬ 
ces 
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CCS of ftatues, both of men and animals, had been dag up 
tlicrc; the flatucs of the men were moftly of black ftonc. 
It is impofliblc to avoid rifquing a guefs that this is the an¬ 
cient city of Meroe, whofc latitude flioultl be 16" 26 '; and I 
apprehend further, that in this ifland was the obfervatory 
of that famous cradle of aflronomy. The Ethiopians can¬ 
not pronounce P; there is, indeed, no fuch letter in their 
alpliabet. Curgos, then, tltc name of the illand, fiiould 
probably be Purgos, tlie tower or obfervatory of that city. 

There are four remarkable rivers mentioned by the an¬ 
cients as contributing to form tlie illand of Meroe. Tlic 
firfl is the Allufafpes, or the river Mareb, fo called from 
hiding itfclf under ground in the fand, and again im- 
merging in the time of rain, and running to join the Ta- 
ca/.zd 

The next is the Tacazze, as I have faid, the Siris of the 
ancients, by the natives called Aftaboras, which forms, as 
Pliny has faid, the left channel of Atbara, or, as the Greeks 
have called it, the illand of Meroe. 


On the wcH, or right hand, is another conlidcrable river, 
called by the name of the Wliite River, and by the ancients 
Adapus, and wbach Diodorus Siculus fays comes from large 
kikes to the fouriiward, Vv’hicli \vc knov/ to be truth. This 
river throws iti’elfinto ihc Nile, and together with it makes 
the right-hand cliannel, inclofing Mcrcc or Atbara. The 
Nile here is called tlie River; and Nil, in the language 
of the country', has prcchely that lignilication. ’Ihis too 
v/as known to tlie ancientt, as the C^rceks have called it the 
Blue River, and thefe bcii;g ail found to inclofc Meroe, nei- 
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ther Gojam, nor any place that is not fo limited, can ever- 
be taken for that iRand. 

I WILL not pretend to fay that any poiltive prcjof fliould 
be founded upon the aftrononiical obfervations of the an¬ 
cients, unlelk there are circumllances that go hand in hand 
with, and corroborate them ; but we fliould be at a very 
great lofs indeed, notwithftanding all the diligence of mo¬ 
dern travellers, were we to throw the ccleftial obfervations 
of the ancients entirely behind us. Wc have, from various 
concurring circumllances, fixed our Meroe at Gcrri, or be¬ 
tween that town and Wed Baal a Nagga, that is about lat. 
i6“ I o' north ; and Ptolemy, from an obfervation of the Sol- 
llice, fixes it at 16“ a6', fo that the error here, if any, fccnis 
to be of no confcquence, as the diredion of the city might 
extend to the northwartL. The obfervations mentioned by 
Pliny are not fo accurate, nor do they merit to be put in 
competition with thofe of Ptolemy, for very obvious reafons; 
yet ftill, when ftriftly examined, they do not fail, inaccurate 
as they are, to throw fome light upon this fubjctfl. He fays 
the fun is vertical at Mcroti twice a-year, once when he 
enters the 18" of Taurus, and again when he is in the 14th 
degree of the Lion. 

Here, are three impofiibilities, which plainly flicw that 
this error is not that of Pliny, but of an ignorant tranferi- 
ber; for if the zenith of Meroe anfwcred to the i8th degree 
of Taurus, it is impoflible that the fame point fliould an- 
fwer to the 14th degree of the Lion ; and if Sycnc was 5000 
iladia from the one, it is impoflible it could be no more 
from the other which was fouth of it, if they were all 
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tHree under the fame meridian; let us then confefs, as 
we mull, that both thefe obfervations are erroneous. 

But let us Aippofe that the firft will make the latitude of 
Mcroe to be 17“ zo\ and the lecond iC“ 40'; taking then a 
medium of thefe two bad obfervations, as is the pra(nice in 
all fucii cafes, we fhall find the latitude of Meroe to be 16“ 
30', only 4' difference from the obfervation of Ptolemy. 

Vosius*, among a multitude of errors he has commit¬ 
ted relating to the Nile, denies that there are any iflands 
in that river. The reader will be long ago fatisfied from 
our hiftoiy, that this is without foundation, feeing that 
from the illand of Rhoda, where ftands the Mikeas, to the 
ifland of Curgos, which we have juft now mentioned, we 
have deferibed fevcral. He would indeed infinuate, that 
Meroe, or Atbara, is not an ifland, but a peninfula, though 
it is well known in hiftory thefe words are conftantly ufed 
as fynWnimous; but were it not fo, Meroe fcarcely ftahds 
in need of this excufe. If the reader will caft his Cye upon 
the map, he will fee two rivers, tire Rahad and Tocoor, 
that almoft meet in lat. 1 2* 40' north. Acrofs the peninfula, 
left by thefe rivers, is a fmall ftripe called Fala'ty, running in 
a contrary dire( 5 tion from the general courfe of rivers in 
this country, that is from call; to weft, though part of it in 
dry weather is hid in the fand, and this river makes Atba¬ 
ra a complete ifland in time of rain. , 


S/KONIDEg 
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' Simonides the Lefs Raid five years in Meroe ; after him, 
Ariftocreon, Bion, and Bafilis*. It is not then probable that 
men of their charai^ler omitted to afcertain the fa< 5 t whe¬ 
ther or not the place where they lived was an ifland. Dio¬ 
dorus Siculus has faid, that Meroe was in the form of a 
lliield, that is, in the figure of that triangular fliield called 
Scutum, pointed at the bottom, and growing broader to¬ 
wards the top where it is fquarc. Nothing can be more 
exaift than this refemblance of the lower part of Atbara, that 
is, from Gerri to the Magiran, the part wc fuppofe Diodorus 
was acquainted with, and it is fcarcely poffible that he could 
have fixed upon this refemblance without having feen feme 
figure of it delineated upon paper. 

As this mufl fuppofe a more than ordinary knowledge in 
Diodorus, we fliall examine how the meafures he has given 
tis of the ifland correfpond with the truth. He fays, that 
the ifland is 30C0 fladia long, and 1000 fladia broad. Now 
taking 8 fladia for a mile, wc have 375 miles, and#icafu- 
ring with the compafs from the river Falaty, where, as I liavc 
faid, Atbara becomes an ifland by the c'^^'fl-’ence uf the ri¬ 
vers, I find that diftance 10 be 345 h • oi 60 miles to a de¬ 
gree, fo that without making any allowance for the difad- 
vantages of the country, it is impoflible at this day to have 
a more accurate eflimation. As for the breadth, it is fcarcc- 
ly pofliblc to guefs at what part Diodorus means it was mea- 
fured, on account of the figure of the fliield, as I liavc al¬ 
ready obferved, as conftantly varying. But fuppofe, as is 
mofl probable, that the breadth of the ifland was referred to 
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the place where the city flood, then, in place of j 25 miks, the 
produce of looofladia, I find it mcafures 145 miles, a differ¬ 
ence as little to be regarded as the other. 

Let us now examine what information we can learn 
from the report of the centurions fent on purpofe by Nero 
to explore this unknown country, whofc report has been 
looked upon as dccifivc of the diflances of places through, 
■which they paffed. 

These travellers pretend, that between Syene and the en¬ 
trance into the ifland of Mcroe was 873 miles, and from 
thence to the city 70 miles ; the whole diflance then be¬ 
tween Syene and the city of Mcroe will be 943 miles, or 15“ 
43'. Now Syene was very certainly in 24°, a few minutes 
more or Icfs; and from this if we take 15", there will remain 
9” of lauicclc for the ifland of Mcrol% according to the re¬ 
port of thefe centurions, and this -v. ould have carried Mcroe 
far to the fouthward of the fountains of the Nile, and con¬ 
founded every idea of the geography of Africa.. The paral¬ 
lel which marks 11° cuts Gojain very cxa( 5 lly in the middle,, 
and this peninfula may be faid to referable the fliield called 
Pehn ■ but very certainry not the Scutum, to which Diodorus 
luij very properly likened it. Belidcs, their own obfervation 
condemns them, fur it is about Mcroe where they firfl faw 
an appearance of verdure ; the reafon of which is very plain, 
if the latitude of that city was in 16", upon the verge of the 
tropical rains, where, as an eye-witnefs, I who have palled that 
dreary diflance on foot can teflify, thofe green herbs and- 
llirubs, though they begin, as is very properly and cautioufly 
expreffed, to appear there, feem neither luxuriant nor abun¬ 
dant, 
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But had the centurions gone to Gojam, they would have 
pafled a hundred miles of a more verdant and more beauti¬ 
ful country before arrivipg there, The pfittaci aves, or the 
paroquets, which they very properly obferved were firft feen 
in Meroe, that is, in Atbara, would h^ve been fought for in 
vain in Gojam, a cold country ; whereas the paroquet’s de¬ 
light is in the low, or hot country, where there is always va¬ 
riety of fruit; neither could Ptolemy’s obfervation, nor thofc 
two juft mentioned by Pliny, be admitted, after any fort of 
•modification whatever. 

Strabo remarks of the fituation of Meroc, that it was 
placed upon the verge of the tropical rains ; and, with his 
ufual accuracy and good fenfe, he wonders the regularity 
-of thefc tropical rains, as to their coming and duration, was 
not known earlier, when, fo many occafions had oil’cred to 
obferve them at Meroe before his time. The fame author 
fays, that the fun is vertical at Meroe forty, five days before 
the fummer folftice ; fo that this too will place that ifland 
in lat. 16“ 44', very little different from the latitude that 
Ptolemy gives it. From all which circumllances we may 
venture to maintain, that very few places in ancient geo¬ 
graphy have their fituations-more ftrk^tly defined, or by a 
greater variety of circumftanccs, than the ifland of Atbara or 
Meroe. But fuppofing the cafe were otherwife, there is not 
one of thefe circumftances that I know of, that could be ad¬ 
duced with any effeA to prove Gojam to be Meroe, as Le 
Grande and the.Jefuits have vainly afferted. 

At half paft eleven o’clock in the forenoon of the 21ft 
of Odtober, having fpent the, w^hole day in winding through 
•rallies, and the bare hills of the Acaba, we alighted in a 
2 wood 
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v’ood about a mile from the river. This fide of the Nile, 
along which wc travelled to-day, is quite bare, the other 
full of trees and corn, where are feveral large villages. 

On the 22d, in the afternoon, wc left this place, which is 
called idor-Gibbaity, and palled through feveral villages of 
the Macabrab, named Dow-Dowa, and three miles further 
came to Deniar, a town belonging to Fakir Wed Madge 
D'oub, who is a faint of the firft confequence among the 
Jaheleen. They believe that he works miracles, and can 
lliikc whom he pleafes with lamenefs, blindnefs, or mad- 
nefs ; for which rcaion tlicy Hand very much in awe of 
him, fo that he pafTcs the caravans in fafety through this 
ncll of robbers, fuch as the Macabrab arc, and always have 
been, though there arc caravans who chiife rather to pals 
unfeen under the cloud of night, than trull to the venera¬ 
tion thefe Jaheleen may have of Wed Madge Doub s fancliry. 
After thefe arc Eliab, their liabiiation four miles on our 
left at Howiah. 

On the 25th, at three quarters pad fx in the morning 
we left l^emar, and at nine came to the Tacaz/e, five ihurt 
miles diilant from Demar, and two fmall villages built with 
canes and plaiftercd with clay, called Dubba beah; thefe 
arc allies of the Macabrab, as coming from Demar. 1 licy 
took it in their heads to believe that we were a caravan 
going to Mecca, in which they were confirmed by a fon of 
Wed Madge Doub, whom 1 brought with me, and it was 
neither my bufmefs nor inclination to undeceive them, but 
juft the contrary. 


3Z 
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The Tacazz^ is here about a quarter of a mile broad, ex¬ 
ceedingly deep, and they have cliofen the deepeft part for 
the ferry. It is clear as in Abyilinia, where we had often 
feen it. It rifes in the province of Angor, in about lat. 9% 
but has loft all the beauty of its banks, and runs here thro’ 
a defert and barren country. I refletfted with much fatif- 
fadtion. upon the many circumftances the fight of this river 
recalled to my mind; ftiH the greateft was, that the 
feenes of thefe were now far diftant, and that I was by fo 
much the more advanced towards home. The water of 
the Tacazze is judged by the Arabs to be lighter, clearer, 
and wholcfomer than that of the Nile. About half a mile 
after this ferry it joins with that river. Though the boats 
were fmaller, the people more brutifli, and lefs expert than 
thofc at Halifoon, yet the fuppofed fandlity of our charac¬ 
ters, and liberal payment, carried us over without any diffi¬ 
culty. Thefe fons of Mahomet are very robuft and flrong, 
and, in all their operations, feemed to truft to that rather 
than to addrefs or flight. \Vc left the paflage at a quarter 
after three, and at half paft four arrived at a gravelly, waftc 
piece of ground, and all round it planted thick with large 
trees without fruit. The river is the boundary between At- 
bara and Barbar, in which province we now are. Its inha¬ 
bitants are the Jaheleen of the tribe of Mirifab. 

On the 26th, at fix o’clock, leaving the Nile on our left 
'about a mile, we continued our journey over gravel and 
fand, through a wood of acacia-trees, the colour of whofe 
flowers was now changed to white, whereas all the reft wc 
had before feen were yellow. At one o’clock we left the 
wood, and at 40 minutes paft tliree we came to Gooz, a 
fmall village, which nevcrthclefs is the capital of Barbar. 

The 
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The village of Gooz is a collc<fl:ion of mifcrablc hovels coin- 
pofed of clay and canes. There are not in it above 30 houfes, 
but there are lix or feven different villages. The heat 
feemed here a litrle abated, but everybody complained of 
a difeafe in their eyes they call Tifliafli, which often termi¬ 
nates in blindnefs. I apprehend it to be owing to the 
fimoom and fine fand blowing through the defert. Here a 
misfortune happened to Idris our Hybeer, who was arrefted 
for debt, and carried to prifon. As we were now upon the 
very edge of the defert, and to fee no other inhabited place 
till we fliould reach Egypt, I was not difplcafed to have it 
in my power to lay him under one other obligation before 
we truftod our lives in his hands, which we were immedi¬ 
ately to do. I therefore paid his debt, and reconciled him 
with his creditors, who, on their part, behaved very mode¬ 
rately to him. 

Wh£n trade flourifhed here, and the caravans went re¬ 
gularly, Gooz was of fomc confideration, as being the firfl 
place where they flopped, and therefore got the firfl offer 
of the market; but now no commerce remains, nor is it 
worth while for flated guides to wait there to conduft the 
caravans through the defert, as they did formerly. Gooz 
is fituated fifteen miles from the jur< 5 tion of the two rivers, 
the Nile and Tacazzd By many obfervations of the fun 
and flars, and by a mean of thefe, I found it to be in lat. 17“ 
57' 22"; and by an immerfion of the fiidt fatellire of Jupi¬ 
ter obferved there the 5th of November, determined its lon¬ 
gitude to be 34" 20' 30" eaft of the meridian of Green¬ 
wich. The greateft height of Fahrenheit’s thermometer 
was, at Gooz, the 28th day of Odtober, at noon, 111“. 

3 Z 2 
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■ Having received all the alTurances poflible from Idr:« 
that he would live and die with us-, after haying repeated the 
prayer of peace, we put on the heft countenance poflible, 
and committed ourfclves to the defert. TJierc were Ifmacl 
the Turk, two Greek fervants befides Gcorgis, who was 
almoft. blind and ufclcfs. Two Barbarins, who took care 
of the camels, Idris, and a young man, a relation of his, 
■who joined him at Barbar, to return home; in all nine 
perfons, eight only of whom were cfFe( 5 five. We were all 
well-armed with blunderbulTes, fwords, piflols, and double- 
barrelled guns, except Idris and his lad, who had lances^ 
the only arms they could ufe. Five or fix naked wretch¬ 
es of the Tucorory. joined us at the watering place, much 
againft my will, for I knew: that we fhould probably be re¬ 
duced to the difagrccable neceflity of feeing them die with 
ihirft before our eyes ; or by allifling them, (hould any ac¬ 
cident happen to our water, we ran a very great rifle oli 
pcrifliing with them.. 

It was on the 9th of November, at noon, we left Gooz; 
and fer out for the fakia, or watering-place, which is be¬ 
low a little village called Hafliu All the weft lidc of the 
Nile is full of villages down to Takaki, but they are all 
Jahclccn, without government, and perpetually in rebel¬ 
lion. At half jNjfl three in the afternoon we came to the 
Nile to lay m f trr ftore of water,^ We filled four fkins, 
which might t en rain altogether about a hogfhead and a 
half. As for our food, it confifted in twenty-two large 
goats fkins ftuiTed with a powder of bread made of dora 
here at Gooz, on purpofe for fuch expeditions. It is about 
the fize and fhape of a pancake, but thinner. Being much 
dried, rather than toafted at the fire, it is afterwards rub- 
1 bed: 
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bed between the hands into a dull or powder, for the fake 
of package; and the goat’s fkin crammed as full as poflible, 
and tied at the mouth with a leather thong. This bread 
has a fourhli tafle, which it imparts to the water when 
mingled with it, and fwells to fix times the fpace that it 
occupied when dry. A- handful, as much as you could 
grafp, put into a bowl made of a gourd fawed in two, about 
twice the contents of a common tea-bafon, was the quan¬ 
tity allowed to each man every day, morning and evening; 
and another fuch gourd of water divided, one half two 
hours before noon, the other abtmt an hour after. Such 
were the regulations we all of us fubferibed to ; we had not 
camels for a greater provillon. The Nile at Hafla runs 
at the foot of a mountain called Jibbcl Atedian, or the 
Mountain ofT^blrJl-, tlie men, emphatically enough, confidcr- 
ing that thofc who part from it, entering the defert, rake 
there the firll provilions againft third:, and there thofe that 
come to it from the defert firft alT’uage theirs. 

On the iith, about eleven o’clock in the forenoon we 
left Haifa. It required a whole day to fill our llcins, and 
jCbak them well in the water, in order to make an experi¬ 
ment, which was of the greatefl; confequence of any one we 
ever made, whether thefe Ikins were water-tight or nor. I 
had taken the greatefl: care while at Chendi to dawb them 
well over with greafe and tar, to fecure their pores on the 
outfidc ; but Idris told us this was not enough, and that 
foaking the infide with water, filling them choak-full, and 
tying their mouths as hard as pollible, was the only way to 
be certain if they were water-tight without. 


While 
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While the camels were loading,! bathed myfelf with in¬ 
finite plcafure for a long half hour in the Nile, ‘and thus 
took leave of my old acciuaintance, very doubtful if we 
fliould ever meet again. We then turned our face to N. E. 
leaving the Nile, and entering into a bare defert of fixed 
gravel, without trees, and of a very difagreeable whitifh co¬ 
lour, mixed with fmall pieces of white marble, and pebbles 
like alabafter. At a quarter paft four we alighted in a fpot 
of high bent grafs, where we let our camels feed till eight 
o’clock, and at three quarters pall ten we halted for the 
night in another patch of grafs ; the place is called Ho- 
weela. Jibbel Atefhan bore S. W. and by W. of us, the dif- 
tance about feven miles. I inquired of Idris, if he knew, to 
point out to me, precifely where Sycne lay, and he fhewed 
me without difficulty. 1 fet it by the compafs, and found 
it to be N. and by W. very near the cxadl bearing it turned 
out upon obfervation afterwards. He faid, however, we 
fhould not keep this tradl, but Ihould be obliged to vary oc- 
cafionally.in fearch of water, as we fhould find the wells in 
the defert empty or full. 

On the 12th, at feven o’clock in the morning we quitted 
Howeela, continuing our journey through the defert in the 
fame diredlion, that is to the N. E. ; our reafon was, to avoid 
as much as polfible the meeting any Arab that could give 
intelligence of our being on our journey, for nothing was 
fo eafy for people, fuch as the Bifhareen, to way-lay and cut 
us off at the well, where they would be fure we mull of 
neceflity pafs. At twenty minutes pafl eight we came to 
Waadi el Haimer, where there are a few trees and fome bent 
grafs, for this is the meaning of the word Waadi in a de¬ 
fert. The Arabs, called Sumgar, are here on the weft of us, 
3 by 
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by the river fide. At half paft twelve we alighted on a fpot 
of grafs. Takaki from this diftance will be twenty-four 
miles, between the points N. W. and N. N. W. and from Ta¬ 
kaki to Dongola ten fliort days journeys, I fuppofe i8o miles 
at molt. We are now in the territory of the Billiareen, but 
they were all retired to the mountains, a high even ridge, 
that is fomething above two days diftance from us, and runs 
parallel to our courfe, on the right hand of us, all the way 
into Egypt. 

At half paft eight we alighted in a fandy plain without 
trees or grafs. (Jur camels, we found, were too heavily 
loaded, but we comforted ourfelves that this fault would be 
mended every day by the ule we made of our provifions; 
however, it was very much againft them that they were 
obliged to pafs this whole night without eating. This 
place is called Umboia. We left Umboia, ftill ftretching 
farther into the defertat N. E. At nine we faw a hill called 
AlEcro-baybe, with two pointed tops N. of us,, which may 
be about twelve or fourteen miles diftant, perhaps more. 
This is the next Hybeer’s mark, by which he directs his 
courfe. On the call i.‘ Ebenaat, another lharp-pointed rock, 
about ten miles diftant. All this day, and the evening be¬ 
fore,our road has been through ftony, gravelly ground, with¬ 
out herb or tree. Ln.rge pieces of agate and jafper, mixt 
with many beautiful, pieces of marble, appear everywhere 
on the ground. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon we came to Waadi Amour,, 
where we alighted, after we had gone fix hours this day 
with great diligence. Waadi Amour has a few trees and 
flixubs, but fcarce enough to afford any lhade, or niglu’s 

provifiom 
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proviilon for our camels. Being now without fear of the 
Arabs who liv'e upon the Nile, from which we were at a 
fuHicient diftance, we with the fame view to fafety, declined 
approaching the mountains, but held our courfe nearly N, 
to a fmall fpot of grafs and white land, called AlTa-Nagga. 
Here our misfortunes began, from a circumifance we had 
not attended to. Our fhoes, that had needed eonllanr repair, 
were become at lall abfolutely ufelefs, and the hard ground, 
from the time we paffed Ardour, had worn the fkin off in 
feveral places, fo that our feet were very much inflamed by 
the burning fand. 

About a mile north-weR of us is Hambily, a rock not 
eonliderable in flze, but, from the plain country in which it 
is fituated, has the appearance of a great tower or caftlc, 
and fouth of it two hillocks or little hills. Thefc are all 
land-marks of the utmoft cpnfcquence to caravans in their 
journey, becaufe they are too confiderable in fize to be co¬ 
vered at any time by the moving fands. At Alla Nagga, Afli- 
ro-baybe is fquare with us, and with the turn which the 
Nile takes eaft ward to Korti and Dongola. The Fakaki arc the 
people nearefl us, weft of Afla Nagga, and Alfero-baybc up¬ 
on the Nile. After thefe, when the Nile has turned E. and W. 
are the Chaigie, on both fldes of the river, on to Korti, where 
the territory called the kingdom of Dongola begins. As the 
Nile no longer remains on our left, but makes a remark¬ 
able turn, wliich has been much mifreprefented in the maj^, 
1 put my quadrant in order, and by a medium of three ob- 
fervations, one of Procyon, one of Rigcl, and one of the mid¬ 
dle ftar of the belt of Orion, I found the latitude of AflTa 
Nagga to be 19“ 30', which being on a parallel with the far- 
.'theft point of the Nile northward, gives the latitude of that 

place 
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place where the river turns weft by IJLorti towards Dongp^ 
and this wa^ of great fepvice tq mp 14 fixing fome other mat^~ 
rial points in my map. 

On the 14th, at feven in the iporriing w^ left Afla Nagga, 
our courfe being due north. At one o’clock we alighted a- 
mong fome acacia-trees at Waadi el Halboub, having gmlb 
twenty-one miles. We were here at once furprifed and ter¬ 
rified by a fight furely one of the naofi magnificent in the 
world. In that vaft expanfe of defert, from W. and to N. W. of 
us, we faw a number of prodigious pillars of fand at difFer- 
enr diftances, at rimes moving with great celerity, at others 
{talking on with a majeftic flownefs; at intervals we thought 
they were coming in a very few minutes to overwhelm us; 
and fmall quantities of fand did a( 5 tually more than ohep 
reach us. Again they would retreat fo as to be almofl out qf 
fight, their tops reaching to the very clouds. There the tops 
often feparated from the bodies; and thefe, once disjoined, 
difperfed in the air, and did not appear more. Sometimes, 
they were bredeen near the middle, as if ftruck with a large 
cannon {hot. About noon they began to advance with confi- 
derable fwifenefs upon us, the wind being very ilrong at north. 
Eleven of them ranged alongfide of us about the diflance of 
three miles. The greateft diameter of the largelF appeared to 
me at that dillance as if it would meafure ten feet. They reti¬ 
red from us with a wind at S. E. leaving an imprellion upon 
my mind to which J can give no name, though furely one in¬ 
gredient in it was fear, with a confiderable deal of wonder 
and aflonifhment,. It was in vain to think of flying; the 
fwiftefl horfe, or fafteft failing fhip, ebuW be of tto ufe to 
carry us out of this danger, and the full perfuafion of 
this rivetted me as if to the fpot where I flood, and let the 

VoL. IV. ^ 4. A camels 
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C 5 imels gain on me fo much in my Rate of lamenefs, that it 
was with fome difficulty I could overtake thenJ. 

The effedi this ftupendous fight had upon Idris was to 
fet him to his prayers, indeed rather to his charms; for, 
l^j^des the name of God and Mahomet, all the reft of the 
words were mere gibberifli and nonfenfe. This created a 
violent altercation between him and Ifmael the Turk, who 
abufed him for ^ot praying in the words of the Koran, main¬ 
taining, with apparent great wifdom at the fame time, that 
nobody had charms to ftop thefe moving fands but the in¬ 
habitants of Arabia Del'crta. 

The Arabs to whom this inhofpitable fpot belongs arc 
the Adelaia. They, too, are Jahelccn, or Arabs of lieni Ko- 
reifli. They are faid to be a harmlefs race, and to do no 
hurt to the caravans they meetyet I very much doubt, 
had we fallen in with them they would not have deferved 
the good name that was given them. We went vciy {low¬ 
ly to-day, our feet being fore and greatly fwelled. The 
whole of OUT company were much diftteartened, (except 
Idris) and imagined that they were advancing into whirl¬ 
winds of moving fand, from which they flioiild never be 
able to extricate themfelves ; but before four o’clock in the 
afternoon thefe phantoms of the plain had all of them 
fallen to the ground and difappeared. I/i the evening we 
came to Waadi Dimokea, where we jiafi'cd the night, much 
difheartened, and our fear more inrreafed, when we found, 
ppon wakening in the morning, that one fide waj. pcrfetflly 
buried in the fand that the wind had blown above us in 
the night. 


Ebom 
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From this day, fubordination, though not entirely ceafed, 
was faft on the d^ine ; all was difcontcnt, murmuring, and 
fear. Our water was greatly diminiflicd, and that terrible 
death by thirft began to flare us in the face, and this was 
owing in a great meafure to our own imprudence, Ifmael, 
who had been left centinei over the fkins of water, had 
flept lb foundly, that this had given an opportunity to a 
Tucorory to open one of the Ikins that liari not been touch¬ 
ed, and ferve himfclf out of it at his own diicretion. I fup- 
pofe that, hearing Ibmebody flir, and fearing detection, he 
had -.vnJt.drawn hinifclf fpci dily as pollibh, whliout ta¬ 
king time to lie the niouca of the girba, winch wc 
found in tin: morning wit!) fcarcc a quart of water in it. 

On the i at a quarter paft feven in the morning we 
left Waadl Dinsok'ca, keeping a little to the wedward of 
norrli, as I'ar as I conitl judge, jud upon the line of Syene, 
The fame ridge cf hJlls fteing on our right and left as 
yederday, in the of thcle appeared Del Aned. At 

twenty minutes pall two o’clock in the afternoon we came 
to an opening in the ridge of rocks ; the paflage is about 
a mile broad, through which we continued till we alight¬ 
ed at the foot of the mountain Del Aned. The place is call¬ 
ed Waath Del Aned. 

Toe fame appearance of moving pillars of fand prefent- 
ed thcrafclves to us this day in form and difpofition like 
thofe wc had feen at Waadi Halboub, only they feemed to 
be more in number, and lefs in fize. They came feveral 
times in a direction clofe upon us ; that is, I believe, with¬ 
in Icfs than two miles. They began, immediately after 
fun-rife, like a thick wood, and almod darkened the fun: 

4 A 2 His 
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His rays fliining through them for near an hour, gave them 
an appearance of pillars of fire. Our p<|p^e now became 
defperate: The Greeks fhrieked out, and faid it was the 
day of judgment. Ifmael pronounced it to be hell, and the 
Tucorories, that the world was on fire. I aiked Idris if ever 
he had before feen fuch a fight ? He faid he had often feen 
them as terrible, though never worfe ; but what he feared 
moR was that extreme rednefs in the air, which was a fiire 
pfefage of the coming of the fimoom. I begged and en¬ 
treated Idris that he would not fay one word of that in the 
hearing of the people, for they had already felt it at Im- 
hanzara in their way from Ras el Feel to Teawa, and again 
at the Acaba of Gerri, before we came to Chendi, and they 
were already nearly diftradted at the apprehenfion of find¬ 
ing it here. 

At half pall four o’clock in the afternoon we left Waadi 
Del Aued, our courfe a little more to the weftward than the 
diredlion of Syene. The fands which had difappeared yef- 
icrday fcarcely Ihewed themfelves at all this day, and at 
a great diftance from the horizon. This was, however, a 
comfort but of Ihort duration. 1 obferved Idris took no 
part in it, but only warned me and the fervants, that, upon 
the coming of the fimoom, we Ihould fall upon our faces, 
with our mouths upon the earth, fo as not to partake of 
the outward air as long as we could hold our breath. We 
alighted at fix o’clock at a fmall rock in the fandy ground, 
^thottt trees or herbage, fo that our camels failed all that 
aight. This place is called Ras el Seah, or, by the Bifhareen, 

MOul} which fignifies death, a name of bad omen. 
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On the i6th, at half pail t€n in the forenoon we left El 
Mout, Handing in the dire<3:ion clofe upon Syene. Our men, 
if not gay, were however in better fpirits than I had fcen 
them fince we|g(ieft Gooz. One of our Barbarins had even 
attempted a fong ; but Hagi Ifmael very gravely reproved 
him, by telling him, that finging in fuch a lituarion was a 
tempting of Providence. There is, indeed, nothing more 
different than acHiive and paffive courage. Hagi Ifmael would 
fight, but he had not ftrength of mind to fufiPer. At eleven 
o’clock, while we contemplated with great pleafure the rug¬ 
ged top of Chiggre, to which wc vrere fall approaching, and 
where wc were to folacc ourfelves with plenty of good wa¬ 
ter, Idris cried out, with a loud voice. Fall upon your faces, 
for here is the fimoom. I faw from the S. E. a haze come^ 
in colour like the purple part of the rainbow, but not fo com- 
prelfed or thiej^ It did not occupy twenty yards in breadth, 
and was about twelve feet high frem the ground. It was a 
kind of blufh upon the air, and it moved very rapidly, for 
I fcarce could turn to fall upon the ground with my head to 
the northward, when I felt die heat of its current plainly up¬ 
on my face. We all lay fiat on the ground, as if dead, till 
Idris told us it was blown oven The meteor, or purplehaze, 
which 1 faw, was indeed pafied, but the light air that Hill 
blew was of heat to threaten fuflbeation. For my part, I 
found diflindlly in my breaft that I had imbibed a part of it, 
nor was I free of an aflhmatic fenfation till I had been fome 
months in Italy, at the baths of Poretta, near two years af¬ 
terwards.. 

An univerfkl defpondency had taken pofiefiion of rour 
people. They ceafed to fpeak to one another, and when 

they 
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they did, it was in whifpers, by which I eafily gueflcd their 
difcourfe was not favourable to me, or elfe that tliey were 
increaling each others fears, by vain fuggeftions calculated 
to fink each others fpirirs ftill further, but |||0m which no 
eanhly good could poflibly refult, I called them together, 
and both reprimanded and exhorted them in the ftrongcft 
manner I could ; I bade them attend to me, who had nearly 
lofi my voice by the fimoom, and defircd them to look at 
my face, fo fwelled as fcarcely to permit me to fee; my 
neck covered with blifters, my feet fwelled and infiamed, 
and bleeding with many wounds. In anfwer to the lamen¬ 
tation that the water was exhauftcd, and that we were upon 
the point of dying with thirft, I ordered each man a gourd 
full of water more than he. had the preceding. day, and 
fhewed them, at no great diftance, the bare, black, and lharp 
point of the rock Chiggre, wherein was the^well at which 
we were again to fiU our girbas, and thereby banilh the fear 
of dying by thirft in the defert, I believe I never was at 
any time more eloquent, and never had eloquence a more 
fudden effedf. They all protefted and declared their con¬ 
cern chiefly arofe from the fituation they faw me in; that 
they feared not death or hardfliip, provided I would fubmit 
a little to their diretftion in the taking a proper care of my- 
felf. They intreated me to ufc one of the camels, and throw 
off the load that it carried, that it would cafe me of the 
wounds in my feet, by riding at leaftpart of the day. This 
l-pofirively refufed to do, but recommentkd to them to be 
ftrong of heart, and to fparc the camels for the laft re- 
fource, if any fltould be taken ill and unable to walk any 
longer. 

,4 ' 
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Thi'! pli^noincnoii of the fimoom, unexpecfled by us; 
though fprefeen by Idris, caufed us all to relapfe into our 
former dcfpondency. It ftill continued to blow, fo as to ex^ 
haiift us cnrircly, though the blaft was fo weak as fcarcely 
would have raifcd a leaf from the ground. At twenty mi¬ 
nutes before five the fimoom ceafed, and a comfortable a id 
cooling breeze came by ftarts from the nonh, blowing 
five or fix minutes at a time, and then falling calm. We 
were now come to the Acaba, the afeent before we arrive d 
at Chiggre, where we intended to have fiopt that night, 
but we all moved on with tacit confent, nor did one perfon 
pretend to fay how far he guefled we were to go. 

At thirteen minutes pad; eight we alighted in a Tandy 
plain abfolutcly without herbage, covered with loofe ftones, 
a quarter of a mile due north of the well, which is in the 
narrow gorge, forming the foutherh outlet of this fmall 
plain. Though we had travelled thirteen hours and a quar- 
ther this day, it was but at a flow pace, our camels being 
famiflied, as'well as tired, and lamed likewife by the fliarp 
ftones with which the ground in all places was covered. 
The country, for three days paft, had been deftitute of 
herbage of any kind, entirely defert, and abandoned to 
moving fands. We faw this day, after palfing Ras el Scah, 
large blocks and ftrata of pure white marble, equal to any 
in colour that ever came from Paros. 

Chiggre is a fmall narrow valley, clofely covered up and 
furrounded with barren rocks. The wells are ten in num¬ 
ber, and'the narrow gorge which opens to them is not 
ten yards broad. The fprings, however, are very abundant. 
Wherever a pit is dug five or fix feet deep, it is immediate¬ 
ly^ 
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ly filled with water. The principal pool ig about forty 
yards fquare and five feet deep ; but the beft cafied water 
wia in the cleft of a rock, about 30 yards higher, on the 
weft fide of this narrow outlet. All the water, however, 
was very foul, with a number of animals l»>th aquatic and 
la-.id. It was impoffiblc to dzink without putting a piece 
of our cotton girdle over our mouths, to keep, by filtration, 
the filth of dead animals out of it. We faw a great many 
partridges upon the face of the bare rock ; but what they 
fed upon I could not guefs, unlefs upon infeiSts. We did 
not dare to fhoot at them, for fear of being heard by the 
wandering Arabs that might be fomewhere in the neigh> 
bourhood ; for Chiggre is a haunt of the Biihareen of the 
tribe of Abou Bertran, who, though they do not make it a 
ftation, becaufe there is no pallure in the neighbourhood, 
nor can any thing grow there, yet it is one of the moft va¬ 
luable places of reffeflxment, on account of the great quan¬ 
tity of water, being nearly half way, when they drive their 
cattle from the borders of the Red Sea to the banks of the 
KUe; as aWb in their expeditions from fouth to north, when 
fhey leave their encampments in Barbar, torob the Ababde 
Arabs on the frontiera of Egypt. 

Ooa firft attention was to our camels, to whom we gave 
that day a double feed of dora, that they might drink for 
the reft of their jonrney, fhould the wells in the way prove 
fcant of water. We then waflied in a large pool, the coldeft 
wa^er, I think, I ever felt, on account of its being in a cave 
covered with rock, and was inacceflible to the fun in any 
xlire^ion. All my people feemed to be greatly recovered by 
this refrigeration, but from fome t:aufe or other, it fared 
otherwife with the Tucorory; one of whom died about 
anhour afterour arrival, and another early thenext morning. 

3 Subordination 
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Subordination, if now not entirely gone, was expiring, 
fo that I fcarcely expe(^ted-to have intcrert enough with niy 
own fervants to help me to fet up my large quadrant; Yet 
I was exceedingly curious to know the fituation of this 
remarkable place, which Idris the Hybeer declared to be 
halfway to Aifouan. But it feems their curiofity was not lefs 
than mine ; above all, they wanted to prove that Idris was 
miitaken, and that we were conliderably nearer to tgypt 
than we were to Barbar. While Idris and the men filled the 
llcins with water, the Greeks and I fet up the quadrant, and, 
by obfervation of the two bright liars of Orion, I found the 
latitude of Chiggre to be 20“ 58'3o"N.; fo that,allowing even 
foine fmall error in the polition of Syene in the French maps, 
Idris’s guefs was vciy near the truth, and both die latitude 
and longitude of Chiggre and Syene feemed to require no 
further invefligation. 

During the whole time of the obfervation, an antelope, 
of a very large kind, went feveral times round and round 
the quadrant; and at the time when my eyes were fixed 
upon the ftar, came fo near as to bite a part of my con on 
cloth which I had fpread like a carpet to kneel on. Even 
when 1 fiirred, it would leap about two or three yards fn^m 
me, and then Hand and gaze with fuifh attention,thatit would 
have appeared to by-ftanders (had there been any) that wc 
had been a long rime acquainted. The firft idea was 
the common one, to kill it. I eafily could have done this 
with a lance; but it feemed fo intcrefted in what I was do¬ 
ing, that 1 began to think it might perhaps be my good ge¬ 
nius which had come to vifit, protedl, and encourage me in 
the defperate fituation in which I then was, 
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CHAP. XIT. 

DtJIreJfds in the Dcfert—Meet with Arabs—Camels die—Baggage alcith- 

dofted-—Come to Sj-eue. 

O N the 17th of November, at half paft ten in the fore¬ 
noon, we left the valley and pool of Chiggre. Jf- 
mael, and Georgis the blind Greek, had complained of 
lliivcring all night, and I began to be very apprehenfive 
Ibme violent fever was to follow. Their peripiration had 
not returned but in fmall quantity ever fince their coming 
out of the water, and the night had been cxccliively cold, 
the thermometer (landing at 63". The day, however, was 
infufferably Lor, and their complaints infenfibly wore ofF to 
my great comfort. A little before eleven we were again 
terrified by an army (as it feemed) of fund pillars, whofe 
march was conRantly fouth, and the favourite field which 
they occupied was that great circular fpace which the Nile 
makes when oppofite to Afla Nagga, where it turns w^eft 
to Korti and Dongola. At one time a number of thefc pil¬ 
lars 
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lars faced to the eaftward, and feemed to be coming diredt- 
ly upon us; but, though they were little nearer us than 
two miles, a confiderable quantity of fand fell round us. 
I began now to be fomewhat reconciled to this phicnome- 
non, feeing it had hitherto done us no harm. The great 
magnificence it exhibited in its appearance, feemed, in fomc 
mcafure, to indemnify us for the panic it Itad firft occafion- 
cd : But it was otherwife with the fimoom ; we all of us 
were firmly perfuaded that another paflage of the purple 
meteor over us would be attended with our deaths. 

At half paft four we alighted in a vaft plain, bounded on 
all fules by low fandy hills, which feemed to have been tranl- 
ported hither lately. Thefe hillocks were from feven to 
thirteen feet high, drawn into perfedt cones, with very fharp 
points and well-proportioned bafes. The fand was of an 
inconceivable finenefs, having been the fport of hot winds 
for thoufaiids of years. Ihere could be no doubt that the 
day before, when it was calm, and we fuffered fo much 
by the fimoom between El Mout and Chiggre, the wind 
had been raifing pillars of fand in this place, called Umdoom; 
marks of the whirling motion of the pillars w^re diftindtly 
fecn in every heap, fo that here again, while we were re¬ 
pining at the fimoom. Providence was bufied keeping us out 
of the way of another Icene, where, if we had advanced a 
day, we had all of us been involved in inevitable deilruc- 
tion. 

On the 18th we left Umdoom at feven in the morning, 
our diredfion N. a little inclined to W.; at nine o’clock 
we paired through a fandy plain, without trees or ver¬ 
dure. About 300 yards out of our way, to the left, among 
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fome fandy hillocks, where the ground fcems jro be more 
elevated than the reft, Idris the Hybeer told me, that one of 
the largeft caravaiOs which ever came out of Egypt, under 
the condudl of the Ababde and the Bifliareen Arabs, was 
there covered with ftuid^. to the number of fome thoufands 
of camels. There are large rocks of grey granite fcattered 
through this plain. At ten o’clock we alighted at a place* 
called Erboygi, where are fome trees,., to feed our camels. 
The trees I Iiave fo often mentioned- in our journey thro’ 
the defert are not timber, or tall-growing trees ;, there arc 
none of thefe north of Sennaar, except a few at Chendi. 
Tlic trees I fpeak of, which the camels eat, are a kind of 
dwarf acacia, growing only to the height of bullies ; and 
the wood-fpoken of like wife is only of the defert kind, ate 
aim oft bare by the camelsr There are fome high trees, in^ 
deed, on the banks of the Nile. At half paft one o’clock 
we left Erboygijjand came to a large wood of doom (Pahna 
cuciofera). Here, for the firft time, we faw a fhrub which 
very much refembled Spanilh broom. The whole ground 
is dead fand, with, fome rocks of reddifti granite. Exadtly 
at five o’clock we alighted.in the wood, after having tra¬ 
velled a.moderate pace.. The place is called El Cowie, and 
• is a ftation of the. Biihareen in the fummer months; but 
thefe people were now eaft of us, three days journey, towards 
the Red Sea, where the rains had fallen, and there was plen¬ 
ty of pafture. At for-ty minutes pall twelve we left El 
Cowie, and at five o’clock in the evening alighted in a wood,, 
c.dietl Terfowey, full of trees and grafs. The trees are the 
tallelt and largeft we had feen fince leaving the Nile. We 
had this day enjoyed, as it were, a holiday, free from the 
terrors of the fand, or dreadful influence of the fimoom. 
This poifonous wind had made feveral attempts to prevail 

this-; 
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diis day, but was always overpowered by a cool breeze at- 
north. 

On the 19th we left the weR end of the wood, or rather 
continued the whole length of it, and at a quarter paft eight 
in the evening arrived at the well. It is about four fa¬ 
thoms deep, but the fpring not very abundant. We drain¬ 
ed it feveral times, and'wcre obliged to wait its filling again- 
Thcfe laft two days, fince we were at El Cowie, we had fecn 
more verdure than we had altogether fince we left Barbar. 
Here, particularly at Terfowey, the acacia-trees are tall anti 
verdant, but the mountains on each fide appear black, and 
barren beyond imagination.- 

As foon as we ali^tcd at Terfowey, and had chofen a' 
proper place where our camels could feed, we unloaded 
our baggage near them, and fent the men to clean the well^ 
and wait the filling of the fkins. We had lighted a large 
fire. The nights were exccflively cold, though the thermo¬ 
meter was at ; and that cold occafioned me inexpreflible 
pain in my feet, now fwelled to a-monflrous fize, and eve¬ 
rywhere inflamed and excoriated. 1 had taken upon me the 
charge of the baggage, and Mahomet, Idris’s young man, 
the care of the camels ; but he too was gone to the well, 
though expedled to return immediately.. 

A DOUBT had.arifcn in my mind by the way, which was 
then giving me great uneaflnefs. If Syene is under the 
fame meridian with Alexandria, (for fo Eratofthenes con¬ 
ceived when he attempted to meafure the circumference of 
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the earth), in this cafe, Alexandria being fuppofed tp lye in 
long. 30% Syene muft be in 30“ likewife ; but Gooz'being in 
34*, it is impollible that Syene can be within a trifle north 
of Gooz; and therefore we muft have a much greater quan¬ 
tity of welling to travel than Idris the Hybeer imagines, 
who places Syene a very little weft of the meridian of 
Gooz, or immediately under the fame meridian, and due 
north from iu 

Our camels were always chained by the feet, and the 
chain fecured by a padlock, left they Ihould wander in the 
night, or be liable to be ftolen and carried off. Muling 
then upon the geographical difficulties juft mentioned, and 
gazing before me, without any particular intention or fuf- 
picion, I heard the chain of the camels clink, as if fomc- 
body was unloofing them, and then, at the end of the gleam 
made by the fire, I law diftin( 5 lly a"man pafs fwiftly by. Hoop¬ 
ing as he went along, his face almoft to the ground. A lit¬ 
tle time after this I heard another clink of the chain, as if 
from a pretty ftiarp blow, and immediately after a move¬ 
ment among the camels. I then rofe, and cried in a threaten¬ 
ing tone, in Arabic, “ I charge you on your life, whoever 
you arc, either come up to me direcflly, or keep at a dillancc 
till day, but come that way no more; why fhould you throw 
your life away ?" In a minute after, he repalfcd in the fliade 
among the trees, pretty much in the manner he had done 
before. As I was on guard between the baggage and the 
camels, I was confequcntly armed, and advanced deliberate¬ 
ly fome fteps, as far as the light of the fire fhone, on purpofe 
to difeover how many they were, and was ready to fire up¬ 
on the next I faw. “ If you are an honeft man, cried I aloud, 
and want any thing, come up to the fire and fear not, I am 
1 alone; 
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alone; but if you approach the camels or the baggage a- 
gain, the world will not be able to fave your life, and your 
blood be upon your own head.” Maliomct, Idrh’s nephew^ 
< who heard me cry, came running up from the well to fee 
what was the matter. We went down together to where 
the camels were, and, upon examination, found that the 
links of one of the chains had been broke, but t!ie opening 
not large en )ugh to let the correfponding wliole link 
through to feparate it. A hard blue Hone was driven 
through a link of one of the chains of anot.hcr camel, and 
left (licking there, the chain not being entirely broken 
through; we faw, belides, the print of a man’s feet on the 
fand. Tiicre was no need to tell us after this that we were 
not to deep that night; we made therefore another lire 
on the other lide of the camels with branches of the aca¬ 
cia-tree, which we gathered. I rhen fent the man back to 
Idris at the well, defiring him to fill his Ikins with water 
before it was light, and tranfport them to the baggage 
where I was, and to be all ready armed there by the dawn 
of day ; foon after which, if the Arabs were fufliciently 
llrong, wc were very certain they would attack us. This 
agreed perfecilly with Idris’s ideas alfo, fo that, contenting 
themfclves with a lefler quantity of water than they lirit 
intended to have taken, they lifted the Ikins upon the camels 
I fent them, and were at the rendezvous, near the baggage, 
a little after four in the morning. 

« 

The Barbarins, and, in general, all the low'cr fort of Moors 
and Turks, adorn their arms and wrills with amulets; thefe 
are charms, and are fome favourite verfe of the Koran 
wrapt in paper, neatly covered with Turkey leather. The two 
Barbarins that were with me had procured for rhemfelvcs 
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new ones at Sennaar, which were to defend them.from the 
fimoom and the fand, and all the dangers of tlie deferr. 1 hat 
.they might not foil thcfe in filling the water, they had taken 
them from their arms, and laid them on the brink ot the 
well before they went down. "^Upon looking for thele after 
the girbas were filled, they were not to be found. 1 his double 
attempt was an indication of a number of people being in the 
neighbourhood, in which cafe our prefent fituafion was one 
of the moft defperate that could be figured. We were in 
•the middle of the moft barren, inhofpitable defert in the 
world, and it was with the utmoft difficulty that, from day 
to day, wc covtld carry wherewithal to aftuage our thirft. 
We had with us the only bread it was poflible to procure 
for feme hundred miles ; lances and fwords were not nc- 
.ceflary to deftroy us, thc'burlling or tearing of a girba, the 
lamenefs or death of a camel, a thorn orfprain in the foot 
which might difable us from walking, were as certain death 
to us as a fhot from a cannon. There was no ftaying for. 
one another ; to lofe time was. to die, becaufe, with the ut- 
moft exertion our camels could make, we fcarce could carry 
along with us a fcanty provifion of bread and -water fufli- 
cient to keep us alive. 

/ 

That defert, which did not afford inhabitants for the af- 
fiftance or relief of travellers, had greatly more than fuffi- 
cienc for deftroying them. Large tribes of Arabs, two or 
three thoufand, encamped together, were cantoned, as it 
were, in different places of this defert, where there was w^a- 
tcr enough to ferve their numterous herds of cattle, and thefe, 
as their occafion required, traverfed in parties all that wide 
expanfe of folitude, from the mountains near the Red Sea 
tCaft, to the ba^^^s of the Nile on tlie weft, according as their 

fcvcral 
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fcveral defigns or neceflities required. Thefe weic Jaheleen 
Arabs, thofe cruel, barbarous fanatics, that deliberately £hed 
fo much blood during the time they were eftablidling the 
Mahometan religion. Their prejudices had never been re¬ 
moved by any mixture of ftrangers, or foftened by focicty, 
even with their own nation after they were polifhed ; but 
buried, as it were, in thefe wild deferts, if they were not 
grown more favage, they had at lead preferved, in their 
full vigour, thofe murdering principles which they had 
brought with them into that country, under the brutal and 
inhuman butcher Kaled Ibn cl Waalid, impioully called 
nc S-word of God. If it ihould be our lot to fall among thefe 
people, and it was next to a certainty that we were at that 
very inftant furrounded by'them, death was certain, and 
our only comfort was, that we could die but once, and that 
to die like men was in our own option. Indeed, without 
confidering the bloody charader which .thefe wretches na¬ 
turally bear, there could be no reafon for letting us live: 
We could be of no fcrvice to them as flaves ; and to have 
fent us into Egypt, after having lirfl; rilled and deftroyed our 
goods, could not be done by them but at a great cxpence, 
to which well-inclined people only could have been induced 
from charity, and of thatlaft virtue they had not even .heard 
the name. Our only chance then remaining was, that their 
number might be fo finall, that, by our great fuperiority in 
fire-arms and in courage, we might turn the misfortune 
upon the aggrefibrs, deprive them of their camels and 
means of carrying water, and leave them fcattcred in the 
defert, to that death which either they or we, without al¬ 
ternative, mull fuIFer. 
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I EXPLAINED myfelf to this purpofe, briefly to the people, 
on which a great cry followed, “ God is great! let them 
come!” Our arms were perfedlly in order, and our old 
Turk Ifmael feemed to move about and diredt with the vi¬ 
gour of a young man. As we had no doubt they would 
be mounted on camels, fo we placed ourfelves a little with¬ 
in the edge of the trees. The embers of our two fires were 
on our front; our tents, baggage, and boxes, on each fide of 
us, between the opening of the trees ; our camels and wa¬ 
ter behind us, the camels being chained together behind 
the water, and ropes at their heads, which were tied to trees. 
A fkin of water, and two wooden bowls befide it, was left 
open for rhofe that fliould need to drink. We had finilhed 
our breakfaft before day-break, and I had given all the 
men diredions to fire feparately, not together, at the fame 
ftt of peopleand thofe who had the blunderbufles to fire 
where they faw a number of camels and men together, 
and elpecially at any camels they faw with girbas upon them,, 
or where there was the greateft confufion. 

The day broke; no Arabs appeared; all was flill. The dan¬ 
ger which occurred to our minds then was, left, if they were 
few, by tarrying we fhould give them time to fend oflf mef- 
fcngers to bring afliftance. I then took Ifmael and two 
Barbarins along with me, to fee who thefe neighbours of ours 
.could be. We foon traced in the fand the footfteps of the man 
who had been at our camels; and, following them behind 
the point of a rock, which feemed calculated for concealing 
thieves, we faw two ragged, old, dirty tents, pitched with 
grafs cordsi- 
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The two Barbarins entered one of them, and found a 
naked woman there. Ifmael and I ran briikly into the lar- 
gert, where we faw a man and a woman both perfedly na¬ 
ked, frightful, emaciated figures, not like the inliabitants 
of this world. The man was partly fitting on his hams; a 
child, feemingly of the age to fuck, was on a rag at the cor¬ 
ner, and the woman looked as if (he wiChed to hide her- 
felf. I fprung forward upon the man, and, taking him by 
the hair of the head, pulled him upon his back on the 
floor, fetting my foot upon his bread, and pointing my 
knife to his throat; I faid to him demly, “ If you mean to 
pray, pray quickly, for you have but thw moment to live.” 
The fellow was fo frightened, he fcarce could beg us to 
fpare his life; but the woman, as it afterwards appeared, 
the mother of the fucking child, did not feem to copy the 
pafTive difpofition of her hulband ; (he ran to the corner of 
the tent, where was-an old lance, with which, I doubt 
not, (he would have fufliciently didinguKhed herfelf, but 
it happened to be entangled with the cloth of the tent, and 
Ifmael felled her to the ground with the butt-end of his 
blunderbufs, and wreded the lance from her. A violent 
howl was let up by the remaining woman like the cries of 
thofe in torment. “ Tie them, faid I, Ifmael; keep them 
feparate, and carry them to the baggage till I fettle accounts 
with this camel-dealer, and then you (hall drike their 
three heads olF, where they intended to leave us mifcrably 
to perilh with hunger; but keep them feparate.” While 
the Barbarins were tying the woman, the one that was the 
nurfe of the child turned to her hulband, and faid, in a 
mod mournful, defpairing tone of voice, “ Did I not tell 
you, you would never thrive if you hurt that good man ? 

3 C £ did 
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did not I tell you this would happen for murdering the 
Aga?” 

OtTR people had come to fee what had palled, and L 
fent the women away, ordering them to be kept feparate, 
out of the hearing of one another, to judge if in their an- 
fwers they did not prevaricate. The woman defired to have 
her child with her, which I granted. The little creature^ 
inftead of being frightened, crowed, and held out its little 
hands as it palled me. We fattened the Arab with the chain 
of the 'Camels, and fo far was well; but ttill we did not 
know how near the Bifliareen might be, nor who thefe 
were, nor whether they had fent off any intelligence in the 
night. Until we were informed of this, our cafe was little 
mended. Upori the man’s appearing, all my people decla¬ 
red, with one general voice, that no time was to be lott, but 
that they Ihould all be put to death as foon as the camels 
were loaded, before we fet out on our journey; and, in¬ 
deed, at firft view of the thing, felf-prefervation, the firtt 
law of nature, feemed ftrongly to require it. Hagi Ifmael 
was fo determined on the execution that he was already 
fceking a knife ttiarper than his own. “ We will ttay, Hagi 
Ifmael, faid I, till we fee if this thief is a liar alfa If he pre¬ 
varicates in the anfwcrs he gives to my quettions, you ttiall 
then cut his head olf, and we will confign him with the 
lie in his mouth, foul and body to hell, to his matter whom 
he ferves.” Ifmael anfwered. “ The truth is the truth; if 
he lies, he can deferve no better.. 

The reader will cafily underttand the neceflity of my 
fpeaking at that moment in terms not only unufual for a 
CUriftiap, but even in any fociety or converfation; and if the 
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ferocity and brutality of the difeourfe flxould fliock any, 
efpccially my fair readers, they will remember, that thefe 
were intended for a good and humane purpofe, to produce 
fear in thofe upon whom we had no other tie, and thereby 
extort a confeilion of the truth; which might anfwer two 
purpofes, the faving the elFulion of their blood, and provi»- 
ding for our own prefervatioii. “ You fee, faid I, placing the 
man upon his knees, your time is fliort, the fword is now 
drawn which is to make an end of you, take time, anfwer 
diftincftly and deliberately, for the fifll trip or lie that you 
make, is the laft word that you will utter in this world. Your 
wife fhall liavc her fair chance likewife, and your child; you 
and all fliall go together, unlefs you tell me the naked 
truth. Here, Ifraacl, ftand by him, and take my fword, k, 
is, I believe, tlie fharpeft in the company.!’ 

t 

“ Now I alk you, at your peril. Who was the good man 
your wife reproached you with having murdered ? where 
was it, and when, and who were your accomplices ? He 
anfwered trembling, and indiftindlly, through fear, “ It was 
a black, an Agafrom Chendi.” “ Mahomet Towafh, fays If- 
mael; Ullah Kerim ! God is merciful!” “ The fame,” fays 
the Bilharecn. He then related the particulars of his death 
in the manner in which I fliall have occafion to Rate after¬ 
wards. “ Where are the Bifliareen? continued I; where is 
Abop Bertran ? how foon will a light camel and meffenger 
arrive where he now is ?” “ In lefs than two days; perhaps, 
fptys he, in a. day and- a half, if he is very diligent and the 
camel good.” “ Take care, faid I, you are in danger. Where 
did you and your women come from, and when ?” “ From 
Abou Bertran, fays he; we arrived here at noon on the 5tht 
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day*, but the camels were all fhc-camels ; they are favourite 
camels of Shekh Seide; we drove them foftly ; the two you 
faw at the tents are lame; befides there were fome others 
unfound; there were alfo women and children.” “.Where 
did that party, and their camels, go to from this ? and what 
number of men was there with them ?” “ There were about 
three hundred camels of all forts, and about thirty men, 
all of them fervants; fome of them had one lance, and 
fome of them two 4 they had no fhields or other arms.” 
“ What did you intend laft night to do with my camels ?” 
“ I intended to have carried them, with the women and 
child, to join the party at the Nile.” “ What mull have 
become of nae in that cafe ? we mull have died ?” He did 
not anfwer. “ Take care, faid I, the thing is now over, and 
you are in my hands; take care what you fay.” “ Why, 
certainly, fays he, you mull have died, you could not live, 
you could not go anywhere elfc.” “ If another party had 
found us here, in that cafe would they have llain us ?” He 
hefitated a little, then, as if he recolle( 5 led himfelf, faid, “Yes, 
furely, they murdered the Aga, and would murder any 
body that had not a Bilhareen with them.” A violent cry 
of eondemnation immediately followed. “ Now attend and 
underftand me dillincflly, faid I, for upon thefe two que- 
flions hangs your life ; Do you know of any party of 
Bilhareen who are foon to pafs here, or any wells to the 
north, and in what number? and have you fent any 
intelligence lince lall night you faw us here ?” He anfwer- 
-ed, with more readinefs than ufual, “ We have fent nobody 

anywhere; 


* It it not here to be underftood that the Arab deferibed the day by the 5tb, but by an 
interval ef time which we knew cotrefpoDded to the 5th. 
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anywhere; our camels are lame; we were to follow, as foon 
as they could be able to travel, to join thofe at the Nile. 
The parties of the Bilhareen are always palling here, fome- 
times more, fomerimes lefs; they will not come till they 
hear from the Nile whether the grafs is grown. They have 
with them two dromedaries, who will carry the news from 
the Nile in three days, or they will come in fmall parties 
like the laft, for they have no fear in rhefe parts. The wells 
to the north belong to the Ababdd. When they pafs by 
them with cattle they are always in great numbers, and a 
Shekh along with them ; but thofe wells are now fo fcan- 
ty they have not water f ^r any number, and they mull 
therefore all pafs this way.” 

IG OT up, and called on Ifmacl. The poor fellow thought 
he was to die. Life is fweet even to the moll mifcrablc. 
He was Hill upon his knees, holding his hands clafped round 
the back of his neck, and already, I fuppofe, thought he felt 
the edge of Ifmacl’s knife. He fwore that every word he 
had fpoken was truth; and if his wife was brought Ihe could 
not tell another 

I THERrupoN left him, and went to his wife, who, when 
{he faw Hagi Ifmael with a drawn fword in his hand, 
thought all was over with her hufband, and fell into a vio¬ 
lent fit of defpair,crying out, “Thatall the men were liars 
and murderers, but that {he would have told the truth if I 
had alked her firft.” “ Then go, Hagi Ifmael, faid I, telF 
them not to put him to death till I come, and now you have 
your chance, which if you do not improve by telling the 
truth, I will firll flay your child with my own hand befo;e 
your face, and then order you all to be cruelly put to 
% death 
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death together.” She began with great earneRnefs to fay^ 
“ She could not tell lyho killed Mahomet Towafti, for £hc 
only heard it in converfation from her hulband, who was 
there, after he had come home.” I then, word for word, 
put thofe queftions to her that I ,had done to her hufband, 
and had precifely the fame anfwers. The only difference 
was, that fhe believed a party of the Ababde would pafs Chig- 
gre foop; but feeing me rife to go away,lhe burft out into a 
flood of tears, and tore her hair in the moft violent excefs 
of paflion; flirieking out, to have mercy upon her, and pref- 
Cng the little child to her breaff as if to take leave of it, 
then laying it down before me, in great agony aird bittcr- 
nefr of heart, fhe again Ihrieked out, “ If you arc a Turk, 
make it a Have, but do not kill my child, and fpare my huf- 
band.” 

Though I underflood Arabic well, I did not, till that 
day, know it had fuch powers, or that it contained expref- 
flons at once fo forcible and fo limple. I found myfelf fo 
much moved, and my tears came fo faft, that it was in 
vain to endeavour to carry on a farce under fuch tragical 
appearances, “ Woman, faid I, I am not a Turk, nor do I 
make flaves, or kill children. It is your Arabs that force 
me to this; it was you that attacked me laft night, it was you ■ 
that murdered Mahomet Towafh, one of your own religion, 
and bufied in his duty. I am a ftrangcr, feeking ray own 
fafety, but you are all murderers and thieves,”—It is true, 
fays fhe, they are all murderers and liars, and my hufband, 
not knowing, may have lied too. Only let me hear what 
he told you, and I will tell you whether k is truth or not.” 
Day was now advancing apace, and no refolution taken, 
whilft our prefent lituation was a very unfafe one. We 
4 carried 
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carried the three ^fimers bound, and fet George, the 
Greek, centinal oYvPlhem. I then called the people toge¬ 
ther. 

I STATED fairly, in a councfl held among ourfelves, the 
horror of flaughtering the women and child, or even lea¬ 
ving them to llarve with hunger by killing their camels, 
from whom they got their only fuftenancc; for, though we 
fhould not {lain our hands with their blood, it was the fame 
thing to leave them to perifh: that we were flrangers, and 
had fallen upon them by accident, but they were in their 
own country. On the contrary, fuppofe we only flew the 
man, any of the women might mount a camel, and, travel¬ 
ling with diligence, might inform the Bifliareen, who would 
fend a party and cut us off at the next well, where we muft 
pafs, and where it would be impoliible to cfcape them. I 
muil fay, there was a confiderable majority for fparing the 
women and child, and not one but who willingly decreed 
the death of the man, who had confefled he was endeavour¬ 
ing to {leal our camels, and that he intended to carrj' them 
to his party at the Nile; in which “cafe the lofs of all our 
lives was certain, as we fhould have been ftarved to death, 
<or murdered by the Arabs. 

f 

The very recital of this attempt fo enraged Hagi Ifmael 
that he defired he might have the preference in cutting off 
his head. The Barbarins, too, were angry for the lofs of 
their bracelets. Indeed every one’s opinion was, that the 
Arab fhould die, and cfpccially fince the account of their be¬ 
haviour to Mahomet Towafh, whofe death I, for my own 
part, cannot fay I thought myfelf under any obligation to 
revenge. “ Since you are differing in your opinions, and 

VoL. IV. 4 D there 
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there is no time to Ipfe, faid I, allow, me to give-you mine; 
It has appeared to me, that often,.fin^P|e began this joui-i 
ney, we have been preferved by vifible inftances of God's 
protetftion, when we Ihould have loll our lives if we had. 
gone by the rules of our own judgment only. We are, it is 
trut, of diflerent religions, but all wordiip the fame God; 
Suppofe the prefent cafe ftiould be a trial, whether we trull 
really in God’s protet^lion, or whether we believe our fafe- 
ty owing to our own forefight and courage. If the man’s 
life be now taken^away, to-rnorrow we may meet the Bifliu- 
reen, and then we fliallall reflc< 5 l upon the folly of our precau¬ 
tion. For my own part, my confiant creed is,.that I am in 
God’s hands, whether in the houfe or in the defert; and not 
in thofe oLthe Billiareen, or of any lawlcfs Ipoiler. lhavc 
a clear confcience, and am engaged in no unlawful purfuir, 
feeking on foot my way home, feeding on bread and water, 
and have done, nor defign, wrong to no man. We are well 
armed, are nine in number, and have twice as many fire¬ 
locks, many of thefe with double-barrels, and others of a fizc 
never before feen by Arabs, armies of whom have been de¬ 
feated with fewer: we are ragged and tattered in our clothes^ 
and no prize to.any one, nor do I think we fliall be found 
a party of pleafure for any fet of wild young men, to leave 
their own homes, with javelins and lances ^ way-lay us at 
the well for fport and diverfion, fince gain and profit arc but 
of the quefiion. But this I declare to you, if ever we meet 
thefe Arabs, if the ground is fuch as has been near all the 
wells we have, come to,,I will fight the Bilhareen boldly 
and chearfully, without a doubt of beating them with eafCi 
1 do hot fay ray feelings would be the fame if my confcience 
was loaded.with that moft heinous and horrid crime, mur¬ 
der 
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der in cold blood ^ and therefore my determination is to 
fpare the fife even of this man, and will oppofc his being 
put to death by every means in my power.” 

It was cafy to fee, that fear of their own lives only, and 
not cruelty, was the rcafon they fought that of the Arab. 
They anfwcred me, two or three of them at once, “ That 
it was all very well; what Ihould they do? fliould they 
give theinfclves up to the Bifliarecn, and be murdered like 
Mahomet Towafh ? was there any other way of efcaping ?” 
“ I will tell you, then,fince you afk me what you fliould do; 
Youfliall follow the duty of felf-defence and fclfpreferva- 
tion, as far as you can do it without a crime. You fliall 
leave the women and the child where they are, and with 
them the camels, to give them and their cliild milk; you 
fliall chain the hufband’s right hand to the left offome of 
yours, and you lliall each of you take him by turns till we 
fliall carry him into Egypt Perhaps he knows the defert 
and the wells better than Idris; and if he fliould not, ftill w'e 
have two Hybeers inftead of one ; and who can foretell 
what may happen to Idris more than to any othef of us ? 
But as he knows the ftations of his people, and their cour^ 
fes at particular feafons, that day wc meet one Bifliarecn, 
the man that is chained with him, and condu6ts him, fliall 
inflantly flab ham to the heart, fo that he fliall not fee, much 
lefs triumph in, the fuccefs of his treachery. On the con* 
trary, if he is faithful, and informs Idris where the danger 
is, and where wc arc to avoid it, keeping us rather by fcanty 
wells than abundant ones, on the day 1 arrive fafcly in fgypt 
I will cloatli him anew, as alfo Iiis women, give him a good 
camel for himfelf, and a load of dora for them all. As for 

4 D .2 - , the 
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the we Iw-vc here, they are (he-ones, and necellary to 

give the women food, T^ey arc not lame, it is faid, but wc 
ihall lame them in earx^, fo that they fhall not be able to 
carry a melTenger to the Bifliareen before they die with 
thirft in the way, bpth they and their riders, if they ihould 
attempt it," 

An univerlat applaufc followed this fpecch ; Idris, above 
all, declared his warmeR approbation. The man and the 
women were feat for, and had their fentencc repeated to 
:^emi They allfifubfcribcd to the conditions chearfully;^ 
aiMtthe woman declared fhe would as foon fee her child 
die as be an inilmment of any harm befalling, us, and that, 
if a thoufand, Bifharccnihould pafs, fhe knew how to mif- 
iead them all, and . that none of them ihould follow us till 
we were far out of danger. 

I SINT, two Barbarins to lame the camels eiretflually, butr 
SkQt.fo^s to make them pail recovery. After which, for the 
nurfe and the child's fake, I took twelve handfuls of the 
bread which was our only food, and indeed we could 
fcnrely fpare it, as we faw, afterwards, and left it to this mi- 
fcrablc, family, with, this agreeable refleftion, hbwever, that 
vre ihould be to them in the end a much greater blcfling 
than in the beginning we had been an aiHi^ion, provided 
only they kept their faith, and on their part deferved it. 

On. the aoth, at eleven o'clock we left the well at Terfowey, 
waiter having warned the women, that their chance of feeing 
their huiband again dej^nded wholly upoq his and their 
faithful CDndu( 5 h took our prifoner with^j^, his right 
.handbeingchained to the left of one of the Barbi||^s. We had 
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no fooner got into the plain than we felt great fymptOBSS of 
the^ fimoom, and about a quarter before twelve, our prifiaikr 
firft, and then Idris, cried out, The Simoom ! the SimoOm•^ 
My curiofity would not fuffer me to fall down without 
looking behind me. About due fouth, a little to the eaft, 
I faw the coloured haze as before. It feemed now to be ra¬ 
ther lefs comprellcd, and to have with it a Ihade of blue. 
The edges of it were not defined as thofe of the former, 
but like a very thin fmoke, with about a yard in the mid¬ 
dle tinged’ with thofe colours. We all fell upon our faces, 
and the fimoom palTed with a gentle rujffiling wind. It con¬ 
tinue to blow in this manner till near three o’clock, fo we 
were all taken ill that night, and fcarcely llrength was left 
us to load the camels and arrange the baggage. This day 
one of our camels died, partly famiihed, partly overcome 
with extreme fatigue, fo that, incapable as we were of la¬ 
bour, we were obliged, for felf-prefervarion’s fake, to cut 
off thin flices of the flefhy parr of the camel, and hang it 
in fo many thongs upon the trees all night, and after upon 
the baggage, the fun drying it immediately, fo as to pre¬ 
vent putrefadlion. 

At half paft eight in the evening we alighted at a well 
called Naibey, in a bare, fandy plain, where there were a few 
firaggling acacia-trees. We had all this day feen Isft-ge 
blocks of foilile fait upon the furface of the earth where 
wc trod. This was the caufe, I fuppofe, that both the fpring 
at Terfowey, and now this of Naibey, were brackifli to the 
tafle, and efpecially that of Naibey. We found near the 
well the corpfe of a man and two camels upon the ground. 
It was apparently long ago that this accident happened,-for 
the moifiure of the camel was fo exhaled that it feemed to 
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weigh but a very fdw pounds ; ho vcnnin had touched it, 
as in this whole dcfert there is/neither worm, nor any 
thing that has the brjeathiof life. . : , . 

On the at ft, at ftx in the morning, having filled the gir- 
bas with water, we fet out from Naibey, our direftion due 
north, and, as we thouglit^ in 'a courfe almoft ftraight upon 
Syene. The firft hour ofiour journey was through Iharp- 
pvhnted rocks, which it'wax very caly to forefee would very 
foon finifli our camels. About eight we had a view of the 
dcfert to the weft ward as before, and faw the fands had al¬ 
ready begun to rife in immenfe twilled pillars, which'dark- 
ei«id the hcaven.s. I'he rifing ot thefe in the morning fo ear¬ 
ly,' we began now to obferve, was a fure fign of a hot day, 
with a brilk wind at north; and that heat, and the early 
rifing of the fands, was as lure a fign of its falling calm about 
mid-day, and its being followed by two hours of the poifon- 
oiis wind. Thar laft eonfiderarion was what made the great- 
eft imprellion, for we had felt its effetfts ; it had filled us 
with fear, and ablbrbed the laft remnant of our firength ; 
whereas the land, though a dcftru<ftion to us if it had in¬ 
volved us in its compafs, had as yet done us no other harm 
,than terrifying us the firft days wc had iecn it. , 

It was -this day more magnificent than any we had as 
yet feen. The fun ibining through the pillars, which were 
thicker, and contained more fand apparently than any of 
the preceding days, feemed to give thofe ncarell us an ap¬ 
pearance as if fpotted with ftars of gold. I do not think 
at any time they feemed to be neater than two miles. The 
moft remarkable circutnftance was, that the fand feemed 
to keep in that vaft circular fpacc furrouaded by the Nile 
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on onr loft, in going ‘round by Chaigie towards Dongola, 
and feldom was obferved ranch to the eaftward of a meri¬ 
dian, palling along the Nile through the Magiran, before k 
takes that turn; whereas the fiaio<3in was always on the 
oppofite fide of our courfe, cortung upon us from the fouthr- 
eaft., 

A LITTLE before twelve our wind at north ceafed, and a 
confiderable quantity of fine fand rained upon us for an 
hour afterwards. At the time it appeared, the defeription 
of this phacnomenon in Syphax’s fpeech to Cato was perpe-- 
tually before my niind:-r— 

So, where our wide Numidian wades extend,* 

Sudden th’ impetuous hurricanes defeend, . 

Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play,. 

Tear up the fands, and fweep wliole plains away; • 

The helplefs traveller, with wild furprife, 

Sees the dry defert all around him rife, 

And fmother’d in the dully whirlwind dies. • 

Addison. 

Thefe lines are capital, and are a fine copy, which can only 
appear tame by the original having been before our eyes, 
painted by the. great mailer, .the Creator and Ruler of the 
world. 

The fimoom, with the wind at S. E. immediately follows 
the wind atN. and the ufual defpondency that always ac¬ 
companied it. The blue meteor, with which it began, pafit 
ed over us about twelve, and the milling wind that fbllo^v- 
ed>it continued till near two. Silence, and a defperate kind 

ofi 
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of indifference about life, were the im^iediate efledls upon 
us; and 1 began now« .feeing the condition of my camels, 
to fear we were all doomed to a fandy grave, and to con¬ 
template it with fome degree of refignation. At half pafl; 
eight in the evening we alightol in a fandy flat, where there 
was great fforc of bent grafs and trees which had a confi- 
xleraUe degree of verdure, a circumftance much in favour 
of our camels. We determined to flop here to give them an 
opportunity of eating their fill where they could find it. 

the t*d, at fia o’clock we fet out from the fandy flat, 
j^d one of the Tucorory was feired with a phrenzy or mad- 
nefs. At firil I took it for a fit of the epilepfy, by the di- 
'ftonipns of his face, but it wasfoon fecn to be of a more feri- 
ous nature. Whether he had been before afliided with it 
I know not. 1 offered to bleed him, which he refufed; nei¬ 
ther, though we gave him water, would he drink, but very 
moderately. 'He rolled upon the ground, anef moaned, oft¬ 
en repeating two or three words which 1 did not underfland. 
He refufed to continue his journey, or rife from where he 
fay, fo that we were obliged to leave him to his fortune. 
We went this day very diligently, not remarkably flow nor 
fall; but though our camels, as we thought, had fared well 
for thefe two nights, another of them died about four 
o’clock this .afternoon, wiien we came to Unurack. 

f HERE began to provide for the worft. I faw the fate of 
our camels apprQaching,sand that our men grew weak in 
proportion; our bread* too, began to fail us, alt ho’we had 
plenty of camels flefh in its Head ; our water, though in 
appearance wc wjere to find it more frequently ilian in 

t , 
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the beginning of our journey, was neverthelefs brackifli, 
and fcarce ferved the purpofe to qtiench our thirft; an^, i 
above all,the dreadful fimoom had-perfedlly exhaufted our 
ftrength, and brought upon us a degree of cowardice and 
languor that we ftluggled within Vain; I therefore, as the 
laft effort, began to throw away every thing weighty I could 
fpare, or that was not abfoluiely neceflaiy, fuch as all fliells, 
fofliles, minerals, and petrefa<5lions that I could get at, the 
counter-cafes of my quadrant, telefcppes, and clock, and fe- 
vcral fuchlike things. 

Our camels W'cre now reduced to five, and it did htOt 
Teem that thefe were capable of continuing their journ<Sry 
much longer. In that cafe, no remedy remained, but that 
each man Ihould carry his own water and provifions. 
Now, as no one man could carry the water he fhould 
life between well and well, and it was more than proba- 
'ble that dillunce would be doubled by fomc of the wells 
being found dry ; and if that was not the cafe, yet, as it was 
‘impollible for a man to carry his provifions who could hot 
walk without any burden at all, our fituation feemed to be 
mofi defperate. 

The Bifliarcen alone feemed to keep up liis ilrength, 
and was in excellent fpirits. He had attached himfclf, in 
a particular manner, to me, and with a part of that very 
Tcanty rag which he had round his waifi; die had made a 
wrapper, very artificially, according to the manner his 
countrymen the Bifliareen pradtice on fuch occafions. This 
had greatly defended my feet in the day, but the paia ’ 
occafioned by the cold in the night was really fcarce fufifer- ' 
able. I offered to ffee'liim from the confinement of hiSleft* 
Vox.. IV, 4 E hand. 
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handy which was chained to fbmc one of the company night 
and day*;, byit he very ienhbly refufed it, faying, “Unchain 
my hands when, you load and unload your camels, I can- 
not then runaway fmni you; for tho* you did not fhoot me, 
I ihouldrUarve with hunger and thirft; but keep me to the 
end of the journey as you began with me, then I cannot 
naifbehave, and lofe the reward which you fay you arc to 
ghreme/* 

At forty minutes paft three o’clock we faw large ftratas 
o^foflile fait everywhere upon the furtace of the ground.- 
£ve we found the body of Mahomet Towafli, on the 
l^t where he had been murdered, ftript naked, and lying, 
on his- face unburied. The wound in the back-finew of 
his leg was apparent; he was, belides, thruft through the 
back witli.a lance, and had two wounds in the head with: 
fwords. We followed fomC footfteps in the fand to the 
right, and there faw three other bodies, whom Idris 
knew to be his principal fervants. Thefe, it feemed, had 
taken to their, arms upon the Aga’s being firft wounded, and 
the cowardly, treacherous Bifhareens had perfuaded them 
to capitulate upon promife of giving them camels and pro- 
vifipn to carry them into Egypt, after which they had^ 
murdered thCT^^behiiid thefe rocks., 

At fix o’clock we alighted at Umarack, fo called from a 
number of rack-trees that grow there, and which feem to > 
afiPedt a faltilh foil; at Raback and Mafuah 1 had feen 
them growing in the fea. When I ordered a halt at Um¬ 
arack, the general cry was, to travel all night, fo that we 
ixught be at a dlRance from that dangerous, unlucky fpot.- 
The fig^tofthe men murdered,,and fear of the like fate,. 

had 
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had got the better of their other fenfations. In fhort, theatt 
was nothing more vifible, than that their apprehendons 
were of two forts, and produced very different operations. 
The fimoom, the ftallcing pillars of fand, and probability of 
dying with thirft or hunger, brought on a torpor, or in^ 
difference, that made them ina< 51 :ive; but the difcovery of 
the Arab at Terfowey, the fear of meeting the Bifhareen at 
the wells, and the dead bodies of the Aga and his unfor¬ 
tunate companions, produced a degree of acftivity and irri¬ 
tation that refembled very much their fpirits being elevated 
by good news. I told them, that, of all the places in tlte 
defert through which they had pafled, this was by far tbS* 
fafeft, becaufe fear of being met by troops from Aflbuaii^ 
fccking the murderers of Mahomet Towafli would keep all 
the Bifliareen at a diftance. Our Arab faid, that the .next 
well belonged to the Ababde, and not the Bifhareen, and 
that the Bifhareen had flain the Aga there, to hiake men 
believe it had been done by the Ababd^. Idris contributed 
his morfcl of comfort, by affuring us, that the wells now, as 
far as Egypt, were fo fcanty of water, that no party above 
ten men would truft their provifion to them, and none of 
us had the leafl apprehenfion from marauders of twice 
that number. The night nt Umarack-was exce^yely cold 
as to fenfation; Fahrenheit’s thermometer was however at 
49* an hottr before day-light. 

On the 23d we left Umarack at fix o’clock in the morni 
ing, our road this day being betv'een mountains of blue 
ftones of a very fine and perfedl quality, through the heart 
of which ran thick veins of jafper, their ftrata perpendicu¬ 
lar to the horizon. There were other mountains of marble 
of the colour called Ifabella. In other places the rock feem- 

4 E 2 ed 
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e4 compofed of petrified ^od, fuch as we had feen in the" 
mountains near Oofifeir. At a quarter paft eleven, going due 
N. we entered'a na'ifbw valley; in which we pafled two wells^ 
oh our left, and following the windings through this valley, 
all of deep fand, tvo came to a large pool of excellent water, 
called Unagwat, flieltered from the fays of the fun by a large 
which proje6ted ovef it, the upper part of which was- 
^aped like a wedge, and was compofed all of green mar¬ 
ble, without the fmalleii variety or' fpot of other colour; 

' in i t. 

v'*; ‘ ... 

'T thi^ whole valley, to-day, we had feen the hoo¬ 

dies of the Tucoiory who had followed Mahomet Towafli^ 

' and b^en fcattered by the Bifliareen, and left to perifli with- 
thirft there.- None of them, however, as>far as we could 
obfervc, had ever reached this well.. In the water we foundr 
a bird of the duck kind- called Teal, or Widgeon. The Turk 
Ifmael was preparing to Ihoot at it with his blunderbufs,, 
but I defired him to refrain, being willing, by its flight, to 
endeavour to judge fomethihg of the nearnefs of the Nile. 
Weraifedit therefore by fudden repeated cries, which me¬ 
thod was likelytomakeitfcek its home ftraight, and abandon 
a place itjnuft have been a ftranger to.. The bird flew 
"ftraight weft, i^Shg as he flew, a fure proof his journey 
was a long one, till at laft, being, very high and atadiftance, 
he Vahiflicd from out fight, without defeending or feeking 
m approach the earth from which I drew an unpleafant 
inference that we, were yet far from the Nile, as was really, 
die cafe. ,^ ♦ 

Here we threw away the brac^ifli water that remained’ 
' ih.dwr ghbas, ahd, filled Uicm with the wholefome element 
' ' duwni 
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drawn from this pool of Umgwat. I could 
proaching Idris with the,inaccuracy pf the,information 
had pretended to give us, the day before, tha^ no party v 
bpve ten men could meet us at any of thefc wells, as nonet 
of them could fupply water for mom» whereas in this pool 
there was certainly enough of excellent watef to ferve a 
whole tribe of Arabs for a month. He had little to fay^ 
further than that Haimer, though near, was a fcanty well, 
and perhaps we fhould not find water there at all. He truft- 
ed, however, if our people would take heart, we were out 
of all danger from Arabs, or any thing qlfe.. 

At a quarter paft three we- l^t thb well, and continued * 
along a fandy valley, which is called Waadi Umgwat. This*' 
night it was told me that Georgis, and the Turk Ifinael# 
were both fo ill, and fo defponding, that they had xefolved 
to purfue the journey no farther, but fubmit to their defiiny, 
as they called it, and flay behind.and die.- It was with the 
utmoft difficulty I could get them to lay afide this refolu* 
tion, and the next morning I. promilied they Ihould ride 
by turns upon one of the camels, a thing that none, of 
us had yet attempted. They had, indeed, often defired me 
to do fo, but I well knew, if I had fet them that example, 
befides deflroying the camels, it would have, had .-the very 
worft efledl upon their daflardly fpirits ; and, indeed, we 
very foon faw the bad effeds of rhis humane confidcra,tionr.^ 
for the two invalids.. 

On the 24th, at half pafb fir'inr the morning we kfif' 
Umgwat, following the windings of fandy valleys between 
ftony hills. At half paft nine we found MahomerAga’s 
horl'c dead, 1 he poor creature feemed, without a guide, to 

have.: 
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hasB followed exa( 5 tly cnoii^ trad of the wells amt 
way to Rgypt, aod had.iMrviyed aU his feUow-trav^ilers. At 
eleven o’clock we came to fome plains of Ipoie, moving fand, 
and faw fome pillars in motion, which had not wind to 
fuftain,them for any time,'and which gave us, therefore, 
little concern* At one we alighted near the well Mour, 
wj^ich was to the N. E, of us. At four we left the well Mour: 
At forty minutes after four pafled the well itfelf, which was 
then dry; and at a quarter pafl; fix we found a dead man, 
whofe corpfc was quite dry, and had been fo a confiderable 
time. At feven o’clock in the evening we alighted at El 
H$mtter, where are the two wells in a large plain of fand. 
The water is good* There is another well to the weft of 
us, but it is bitter and faltifli* though more abundant than 
■cither of the other two, which, by filling our Ikins, we 
•had feveral times drained. t 

Ok the 25 th, at half paft feven in the morning we left 
the well El Haimer, and at ten o’clock alighted among 
fome acacia-trees, our camels having ate nothing all night, 
except the dry bitter roots of that drug, the fenna. While 
wc were attending the camels, and retting ourfelves on the 
grafs, we were furprifed at the appearance of a troop of 
Arabs all upon camels, who locked like a caravan, each 
camel having a fmall loading behind him. They had two 
geptle afeents before they could arrive at the place where we 
wtsre*; .The road is between two fandy hills, at the back of 
which cftir camels were feeding in a wood ; and near the 
aroad was the well El Haimer, where our Ikins were lying 
of water. It was neceilary then to underftand one an¬ 
other before we allowed them to pafs between the fandy 
hills. Upon the firft alarm, my people all repaired to me, 
3 * bringing 
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Bringing their arms in their hands, as well thofc that thejr 
carried upon them, as the fpare arms, all of which were 
primed and charged. 

The firft queftion was, what to^do with the Bifliareen ^ 
None of us had any Aifpicion of him* We unchained him 
from theBarbarin, and fattened his other hand,, then gave 
him to the Tucorory, md made them ftand behind to in- 
creafe the appearance of our numben I then advanced to 
the edge of the hill, and cried out with a loud voice, “ Stop r 
for you cannot pafs here.’’ Whether they underftood it I 
do not know, but they ftill perfifted in mounting the hiU. . 
I again cried, fhewing my firelock, “Advance a ftep farther 
and I’ll fire.” After a ftiort paufe they all difmounte'd from? 
their camels, and one of them, with his lance in his hand,, 
came forward till within twenty yards, upon which Idris^ 
immediately knew them, and faid, they were Ababd£ “ A- 
babd^ or not, faid I, they are feventeen men, and Arabs,, 
and I am not of a difpofition, without further furety, to put 
myfelf in their hands as Mahomet Aga did. I am fure they 
are perfectly in our power now, as long as they ftand where 
they are.” Idris then told me that he was married to one 
of the Ababd^ of Shekh Ammer, and he would go and get 
a fure word from them. Tell them from me, faid I, that I, 
too, am the friend of Nimmer their Shekh, and his two fons„ 
and of Shekh Hammam of Fdrflioutthat I am going into 
Egypt, have been followed by the Biihareen, and truft h6- 
body; have twenty men armed with firelocks, and; will dO' 
them no harm, provided they confent to pafs, pne by one,^ 
and give a man for a boftage. 
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llxiRTS/witllpm armsyiia'vmg joined the ^man who had ad* 
▼anced towards ns, v^ent down with MM to the body of 
l^angers, and .ihe dr^ty was fbon agreed to. Two 'of the 
jpitncipal meh aMong them approaching me without theii 
iance^nd the compHMfiat of peace, '‘ Salam Alicum! and 
' 'dii^um Sa^anr!’' was given and returned by both fides. 
Ithey feetned, however, flartlcd at feeing the Bifhafeen with 
hoth his hands chain«d‘^‘ but I told them, that had no re¬ 
gard to them, and defired Idris to -order their camels to go 
on; and one of the Barbarinrin the meantime brought them 
a gourd full of water, and bread, fbr eating-together is like 
" |ltedging your faith; They had not heard of the fate of 
‘Mahomet Aga, and-feemed very-ill-pleafed at it, faying, that 
' Abou Biertran'was a thief and a murderer. All the camels 
•being pad, I affced them whither they^were going ? They 
faid to Atbieh, weft of Terfowey, to gather fenna for the 
government of Cairo. -I would very-fain-have had them to 
'•fell or exchange with *me a couple of camels. They faid 
tlicirs were not ftrong*; that-before they could reach home 
they would be much in the fame condition with our own<; 
that they were obliged to load them very heavily, as indeed 
the bags they had behind them to carry the fenna feem- 
.ed. to indicate their profit was but ftnali, -fo that the-death 
.'Ofone-camcltwasra Moft ferious lof?. . 

TttouoHir myfelf ohligeiS*in humanity to'introducc our 
•|>^oncr to the twOvAbabd^ that had remained with us. 

. ’Tbey^I^id, they intended to take w^ter at TiSrfowey, and we 
*<told diem briefly the accident by which wc Came in com- 
"^any wi^th the BifhM^U.. - .They, oh the contfary, thought 
that h^d been a party qf/oldiers-from Aflbuan who ap- 
j^Aeaded.the Arab. ImMediately after which they.con- 
A. ■ ’ ' verfed 
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verfed in the language of Beja, which is that of the Habab, 
Suakem, and Mafuah. I told them plainly, that, though t 
knew that language, I would not fufier tihem to fpeak 
any but Arabic, underftood by us all. Tliey immediately 
complied, and then inquired about the pofition of Abpu Rer- 
tran and his tribe of Bilhareen. This, too, 1 would not fuf- 
fer the Arab to inform them of, but charged them, as tie 
did alfo, to tell his wives that he was well, and ate and 
drank as we had done, and was within two days of arriving 
at Aflbuan, whence he fhould be returned to tlieiu with the 
rewards promifed. I then defired him to lay a lance in a 
manner that the point Ihould be towards Syene, which they 
accordingly did,and with a long needle of 12inches in a brafs 
box, having an arch of a few degrees marked on it, J, with 
the utnioft attention, took the diretflion from Haimer to 
Syene N. N. W. or more northerly. 1 would-very willingly 
have had it in my power to have made an obfervation of la¬ 
titude, but noon was pad; I contented myfclf, therefore, 
with keeping my route as dift,in< 5 tly as poffible till the even¬ 
ing. 

At 40 minutes paft one o’clock we left Haimer, and our 
friends, the Ababde, continued their route, after giving us 
great praife, as well for our clvilir)’, as our keeping the 
watch like men, as they exprelTed it. At half paft eight we 
alighted at Abou Ferege, a place where there was very lirtlli 
verdure of any kind. Here, for the drft time on our jour¬ 
ney, we met with a tloudy fky, which elTeiftually difap- 
pointed my obfervation of latitude ; but everf noon and 
night I deferibed, in a rough manner, my courfe through^ 
the day, carrying always a compafs, with a needle about five 
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inches radius, round my neck, by a lace, and refting in 
my pocket. I thus found that we had kept the line dire< 5 tly 
upon Syene, which the Ababdc Arab had fliewcd us. 

On the 26th, at half after fix in the morning we fet out 
from Abou Ferege, continuing nearly in the fame direiFlion 
upon Syene till cleveii o’clock, when, for the purpofe of 
obfervation only, I alighted at a place called Abou Here- 
gi, without water, grafs, or food for our camels. We were 
exceedingly averfe to exertions, and became fo weak and 
fpiritlefs, that it was not poflible to prevail upon our people 
to take the large quadrant out of its chefl to put it together, 
and prepare it for obfervation. I therefore took a Hadley’s 
quadrant, with a mixture I had made, which ferved me bet¬ 
ter than quick-filver, and made my obfervation by relle< 5 tion 
at Abou Heregi, and found it in lat. 23", from which I infer¬ 
red, with fome degree of comfort to myfelf, that the longi¬ 
tude of Syene in the French maps is ill laid down, and that 
we were now in the diredlion upon Syene, had no welling 
to run down, but the journey mufl finifh in a very few days. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon we left Abou Heregi, 
and at four had an unexpected entertainment, which filled 
our hearts with a very Ihort-lived jov. 'I he whole plain 
before us feemed thick-covered with g^^ n grafs and yel¬ 
low dailies. We advanced to the place with as much fpecd 
as our lame condition would fulFer us, but how terrible was 
our difappointment, when we found the whole of that ver¬ 
dure to coafill in fennaand coloquintida, the moll naufeous 
of plants, and the moll incapable of being fubftituted as food 
for man or beall. At nine o’clock in the evening we alight¬ 
ed at Saffieha, which is a ridge of craggy mountains to the 

S. E. 
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S. E. and N. \V. The night here was immoderately cold, 
and the wind north. \Vc were now very near a crifis, one 
way or the other. Our bread was confumed, fo that we had 
not fiiflicicnt for one day more; and though we had camels 
flcili, yet, by living fo long on bread and water, an invin¬ 
cible repugnance arofe cither to fmell or tafle it. As our 
camels were at their lad gafp, we liad taken fo fparingly 
of water, that, when we came to divide it, we found it in- 
fuflieicnt for our neccllitics, if Syene was even fo near as we 
conceived it to be. 

Geo KOI'! had loil one eye, and was nearly blind in the 
other. liinaei and he had both become fo ftiiFby being 
carried, th;i UKy could not bear to fet their feet to the 
ground ; and < uinv fay for myfclf, that, though I had fup- 
ported the wounds in my feet with a patience very uncom¬ 
mon, yet they were arrived at that height as to be perfetSl- 
ly intolerable, and, as I apprclicndcd, on the point of mor- 
tificati(in. The bandage, which the Bifhareen had tied a- 
bout the hollow of my foot, was now almoft hidden by 
the flclIi fwelling over it. Three large wounds on the 
right foot, and two on the left, continued open, whence a 
quantity of lymph oo/.ed continually. It was alfo with 
the utmoll dil^.( ,..’'y we could get out the rag,by cutting 
it to flircds with b illars. The talc is both unpleafant and 
irkfrine. Two foies which remained from our fandals, the 
upper leathers of which had gone to pieces in the fand 
near Oooz, were tied with a cotton cloth very adroitly 
by r- ic Bifliareen. But it feemed impoflible that I could walk 
further, even with this afliflancc, and therefore wc deter¬ 
mined to throw away the quadrant, telefcopes, and time¬ 
keeper, and fave our lives, by riding the camels Alternately. 

4 F 2 But 
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But Providenne had already decreed that we fhould not tei?- 

•< 

minatc this dangerous journey by our own ordinary fore- 
fight and contrivance, but owe it entirely to his viflblc fup- 
port and intcrpofition; 

On the 27th, at half paft five in the morning we attempts 
ed CO raife our camels at Saflieha by every method that 
we could devife, but all in vain, only one of them could 
get upon his legs, and that one did not Hand two minutcrs 
till he kneeled down, and could never be railed afterwards. 
This the Arabs all declared to be the elTefts of cold ; and yet 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, an hour before day. Hood at 42“. 
Every way we turned ourfelves death now flared us in the 
face. We had neither time nor llrength to wallc, nor pro- 
vifions to fupport us. We then took the fmall Ikins that 
had contained our water, and filled them as far as we 
thought a man could carry them with eafe; but after all 
thefe Ihifts, there was not enough to ferve us three days, at 
which J had eftimated our journey to Syene, which Hill 
however was uncertain^ Finding, therefore, the camels 
would not rife, we killed two of them, and took fo much 
fleih as might ferve for the deficiency of bread, and, from 
the flomach of each of the camels, got about four gallons 
of water, which the Bifhareen Arab managed with gi’cat 
dexterity, it irf known to people converfant with natural 
lUilory, that the camel has within him refervoirs in which 
he can preferve drink for any number of days he is ufed 
to. In thole caravansj of long courle, which come from the 
Niger aqrofa the defert of Selima, it is laid that each camel, 
by drinking, lays: in a. ftore of water that will fupport him 
for,fbjrty day^. 1 will by;no means be a voucher of this ao 
count, which, carries with it an air of exaggeration; but 
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Fourteen or fixteen days, it is well known, an ordinary ca¬ 
mel will live, though he hath no fre£h fupply of waten 
When he chews the cud, or when he eats, you conflantly fee 
him throw, from this rcpofitory, mouthfuls of water to di¬ 
lute his food ; and nature has contrived this velTcl with 
fitch properties, that the water within it never putrifies,nor 
turns unwholefome. It was indeed vapid, and of a bluifli 
caft, but had neither tafle nor fmell. 

The fmall remains of ourmiferable flock of black bread 
and dirty water, the only fupport we had hitherto lived On 
amidft the burning fands, and our fpirits likewife, were 
exhaufted by an uncertainty of our journey’s end. We 
were furrounded among thofe terrible and unufual phteno- 
mena of nature wliich Providence, in mercy to the wcak- 
nefs of his creatures, has concealed far from their fight in 
rleferts alraoft inacceflible to them. Nothing but death was 
before our eyes; and, in thefe terrible moments of pain, 
fuffering, and dcfpair, honour, inftead of relieving me, fiig- 
gefled flill what was to be an augmentation to my misfor¬ 
tune ; the feeling this produced fell dired:ly upon me alone, 
and every other individual of the company was unconfeious 
of it.. 

The drawings made at Palmyra and Baalbec for the king; 
were, in many parts of them, not advanced farther than tho 
outlines, which I had carried with me, that, if leifure or con¬ 
finement fhould happen, I might finifh them during my 
travels in cafe of failure of other employment, fo far at 
lead, that, on my return through Italy, they might be in a 
Rate of receiving further improvement, which might carry 
them, to that perfection I have lince been enabled to com 
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duiSt them. Thefe were all to be thrown away, with other 
ilot lefs valuable papers, and, with my quadrant, telefcopes, 
and time-kccper, abandoned to the rude and ignorant hands 
of robbers, or to be buried in the fands. Every memoran¬ 
dum, every defeription, fketch, or obfervation lince I depart¬ 
ed from Badjoura and palled the defert to Cofleir, till I 
reached the prefent fpot, were left in an undigclted heap, 
with our carrion-camels, at Safiieha, while there remained 
with me, in lieu of all my memoranda, but this mournful 
confideration, that I was now to maintain the reality of thefe 
my tedious perils, with thofe who cither did, or might af- 
fe<ff,from malice and envy, to doubt my veracity upon my ip~ 
fe dixit alone, or abandon the reputation of the travels which 
I had made with fo much courage, labour, danger, and diffi¬ 
culty, and which had been confidered as defperate and im- 
pratfticable to accompliffi for more than 2000 years. 

I WOULD be underftood not to mean by this, that my 
thoughts were at fuch a time in the leall diflurbed with 
any rcfle< 51 ion on the paltry lies that might be propagated 
in malignant circles, which has each its idol, and who, meet¬ 
ing, as they fay,, for the advancement of learning, employ 
themfclves in blafting the fame of thofe who mull be al¬ 
lowed to have furpalTcd them in every circumftance of in¬ 
trepidity, forethought, and fair atchievement. The cenfure 
of thefe lion-faced and chicken-hfearted critics never entered 
as an ingredient in my forrows on that occafion in the fad- 
nefs of my heart; if 1 had not poflefled a fliarc of fpirit 
enough to defpife thefe, the fmallell trouble that occurred 
in my travels mull have overcome a mind fo feebly arriied. 
My forrows were of another kind, that i ffiould, of cotirfe, 
be deprived of a confiderable part of an offering I meant 
3 as 
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as a mark of duty to my fovereign, that, with thofe that 
knew and etteemed me, I Ihould be obliged to run in debt 
for the credit of a whole narrative of circuinftances, which 
ought, from their importance to hiftory and geography, to 
Iiave a better foundation than the mere memory of any man, 
conlidering the rime and variety of events which they em¬ 
braced ; and, above all, I may he allowed to fay, 1 felt for 
my country, that chance alone, in this age of difeovery, had 
robbed her of the faireft garland of this kind dte ever was 
to wear, which all her fleets, full of heroes and men of 
fcicnce, in all the oceans they might be deftined to explore, 
were incapable of replacing upon her brow. Thefe fad I’e- 
fle< 5 tions were mine, and confined to myfelf. Luckily my 
companions were no fharers in them; they had already, 
in their own fuflerings, much more than their little flock 
of fortitude, philofophy, or education enabled them to 
bear. 

About three o’clock in the afternoon of tlx: 27th we 
faw two kites, or what are called Haddaya, very numerous 
in Egypt; about a quarter of an hour afterwards, another of 
the fame fort, known to be carrion-birds, probably going in 
fcarch of the dead camels. 1 could not conceal my joy at 
what I regarded as a happy omen. We went five hours 
and a half this day, and at night came to Waadi el Arab, 
where are the firft trees we had feen Jfince we left El Hai- 
mcr. 

On the 28th, at half pall feven in the morning we left 
Waadi cl Arab, and entered into a narrow defile, with rug¬ 
ged, but not high mountains on each fide. About twelve 
o’clock we came to a few trees in the bed of a torrent. . Ill 

as. 
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as 1 was, after refrefliing rayfelf with my laft bread and 
water, I fet out in the afternoon to gain a rifing ground, 
that I might fee, if poflible, what was to the weftward ; for 
the mouniains feemed now rocky and high like thofe of 
the Kennoufs near Syene. I arrived, with great difficulty 
and pain, on the top of a moderate hill, but was exceeding¬ 
ly difappointed at not feeing the river to the weftward; 
however, the vicinity of the Nile was very evident, by the 
high, uniform mountains that confine its torrent when it 
comes out of Nubia. The.evening was ftill, fo that fitting 
down and covering my eyes with my hands, not to be di- 
verred by external objects, I liftened and heard diltindlly 
the noife of waters, which I fuppofed to be the cataradt, 
but it feemed to the fouthward of us, as if we had palled 
it. I was, however, fully fatisfied that it was the Nile. 

Just before I left my ftaiion the fun was already low, 
when I faw a flock of birds, which, in Syria, where they 
arc plenty, are called the Cow Bird. In Egypt they are alfo 
numerous upon the Nile, but I do not know clieir name. 
They arc a fmall fpecids of tJic heron, about a third of the 
fize of the common one, tnilk-white, having a tuft of flefli- 
coloured feathers upon their bread, of a co.irfcr, fironger, 
and more hairy-like quality than the fliortcr feathers. A 
flock of thefe birds was flying ina ftraight line, very low, evi- 
.dently reeking food along the banks of the river. Jt was 
not an hour for birds to go far from their home, nor docs 
-tliis bird feed at a diftance from its accuflomed haunt at 
.any time. Satisfied then that, continuing our courfe N. W. 
-we fhould arrive at or below Syene, I returned to join my 
companions, but it was now dark, and I found Idris and 
2 tlic 
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the Barbarins ia Come pain, endeavouring to trace me by ' 
my footlleps. - 

. V 

I COMMUNICATED to them this joyful news, whioh wa«' 
confirmed by Idris, though he did not himfelf know the' 
juft diftance from this place (Abou Seiclat) as his ufual way 
had been to Daroo, not to Aflbuan, which he did not choofe • 
to approach, for fear of the vexations from the Turkilh gar-^ 
rifon. A cry of joy followed this annunciation. Chriftians, 
Moors, and Turks, all burft .into floods of tears, kif- 
fing and embracing one another, and thanking God for his 
mercy in this deliverance, and unanimoufly in token* of 
their gratitude, and acknowledgment of my conftant attem. 
tion to them in the whole of this long journey; faluting the 
with the name of Abou Ferege, Father Forefight, the only re¬ 
ward it was in their power to give. 

On the 29th, at feven o’clock in the morning we left Abou 
Seieiat; about nine, we faw the palm trees at Afifouan, 
and a quarter before ten arrived in a grove of palm-trees 
josohe north of that city. 
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CHAP. xiir. 

XifiJ reception at Affouan—Arrival at Cairo—TtranfaElions with the 
Bey there-—Land at Marfeilies, 

W ITHOUT congratulating one another on their 
cfcape and fafe arrival, as they had the night before 
at Abou Seielat, my companions with one accord ran to the 
Nile to drink; though they had already feen, in the coj.u'^e , 
of the journey, two or three tragical indanccs, the confe- 
quences of intemperance in drinking water. 1 fat myfclf J 
down under the lhade of the palm-trees, to recollect my- 
felf. It was very hot, and I fell into a profound deep. But 
Hagi ifni^l, who was neither fleepy nor thirfty, but ex¬ 
ceedingly Tmngiy, had gone into the town in fearch of 
foniehody that would give him food. He was not gone far 
be^e hk g^een turbkn and ragged appearance ftrutk fome 
bretHfen janizaries, who met hint,; one of whom alked him 
the r^afon.qf his beirtg there, and whence he came? Ifmael, 
in a vidl^tt ai)d Woken faid, that he was a 

'‘['''t' ' ‘ ‘ janizary 
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Janizary of Cairo, was laft come from hell, where there WM 
not one devil, but thoufands, from a country of Kafrs that 
called themfelves Muflulmen; that he had walked through 
a defert where the earth was on fire and the wind was 
flame, and in fear of dying every day with thirft and hun¬ 
ger. 

The faldier who heard him talk in this disjointed, raving 
manner, defired him to go with him to the Aga. This was' 
the very thing that Ifmael wanted. He only defired tiiric 
to acquaint his companions. “ Have you companions, 
fays the foldicr, from ftich a countryCompanions! 
fays Ifmael; what tlie devil! do you imagine I came this 
journey alone ?”—" If the journey, fays the man, is fuch as 
you deferibe it, I do not think many would go with you ; 
well, go along with my companions, and I will feek 
yours, but how fhall I find them ?”—“ Go, fays Ifmael, 
the palm-trees, and when you find the tailed man you ever 
faw in your life, more ragged and dirty than I am, call 
him Yagoube, and defire him to come along with you to^ * 
rAga.” 

The foldier accordingly found me ftill fitting at the root 
of the palm-tree. The fervants, who had now fatisfied their 
thirft, and were uncertain what was next to be done, were 
fitting together at fome diftance from me. They bega,n 
to feci their own wearinefs, and ,were inclined to leave 
me to a little repofe, which they hoped might enable j 
me to overcome mine. For my own part, a dullnefs and , 
infchfibility, an uiiivctfal relaxation of fpirits which I can¬ 
not deferibe, a kind of 'ftlipor, or palfy of the mihd^ had Pr , 
vertaken me, almpfl: to a deprivatioh of undeiftanding. i 

4 G 2 found 
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found in myfelf a kind of ftupidity, and want of power to 
refleft npoii what had paiTed. I feemed to be, as if awaken¬ 
ed from a dream when the fcnfes are yet half afleep, 
4 nd we only begin to doubt whether what has before 
paired in thoughts, is real or not- The dangers that I was 
juft now delivered from made no impreffion upon my mind, 
and what more and more convinces me I was for a time 
not in my perfeft fenfes, is, that I found in myfelf a hard- 
heartednefs, without the leaft inclination to be thankful 
for that lignai deliverance which. I had juft now expe¬ 
rienced. 


From this ftupor I was awakened by the arrival of the fol- 
dier, who cried out to us at fome diftance, “ You muft come 
to the Aga to the caftle, all of you, as faft as you can, the 
Turk is gone before you.” ** It will not be very faft, if we 
' tvenlhould do that, faid I; the Tuck has ridden two days on 
a camelyahd 1 have walked on foot, and do not know at pre< 
fent if I can walk at all” I endeavoured, at the lame time,, 
to rife and ftand upright, which I did not fucceed in, after 
fev^l attempts, without great pain and difficulty. I ohi^- 
Vtjd the foldier was in a prodigious aftonifliment at my am 
pcarance, habit-, and above all, at my diftrefs. “ ihpyi' 
ge’t people in town, fays he, to affift you, and if you cannot. 

' •* walk, “t^Aga win fend you a mule.” 


' ' ’ThB Turk and the Greeks were cloathed much in the 
fame manner ; Il^ael and Michael had in their hands twO' 

• The whole town crowded after 

• hs wbileT’ke iwalked to the caftle, and could not fatiate 
themfelvei kith admirirjg a company of fuch an extraordi¬ 
nary appearance.. The Aga was ftruck dumb upon our 

4 entering 
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entering the room, and told me afterwards, that he thought 
me a full foot taller than any man he had ever feen in his- 
life. I faw he was embarrafled whether he fhould defire 
me to fit down or not, lb that I faved him the deliberation,, 
by fajdng, immediately after fainting him, “ Sir, you will, 
excufe me, I mull fit.” He bowed, and made a fign, com¬ 
placently alking me, Are you a Turk? Are you a Muf- 
fulman ?” “ I am not a Turk, faid I, nor am I a.MulTulman 
I am an Englifliman, and bearer of the grand fignior’s fir¬ 
man to all his fubjedls, and of letters from the regency 
of Cairo, and from the Porte of Janizaries,,to you.” “ Caz 
Dangli, fays Ifmacl, they arc the fame as Turks, they came 
firft from Anatolia, I have been^ at thf place.” Upon my 
mentioning the grand fignior, the Aga got upon* his feet,, 
and, "Without heeding Ifmael’s fpeech,’ faid, very politely,, 
“ Do you choofe to have your fervants fit?”. In fuch a dif- 
aftrous journey as I have made, Sir, faid I, our fervants muft* 
be our companions; befidcs, they have a ftrong.cxcufe for 
fitting, neither they nor I have a foot to Hand upon.’’ 

Agai “ Where arc thofe letters and firman ?” Where- 
they may be now I know nbt^ we left them at Saffieha with> 
all'the reft of our baggageour camels died, our p^ovifions 
and water .were exhaufted, we therefore left every thing: 
behind us, and made this one effort to fave our lives. It is 
the firft favour I am“to afk of you, when fip^all haye refted,* 
myfeif two days, to allow me to get frelh camels, to go in 
fearch of my letters and baggage.” Ago. “ God forbid 11 
fliould ever fuffer you to do fo mad an adfion. You are 
come hither by a thoufand mirades,.and after this, will- 
you tempt God and go back ? we -fliaU take it granted.* 
■whai thofe papers contain. You will ha-ve adaecd of a- 

firmans 
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firman between this and Cairo.” 2 a/ “ We (ball leave it 
upon that footing for the prefent, allow me only to fty, I am 
a fervant of tl^, king of England, travelling, by his order, 
and for mjr own and my countrymen’s information; that I 
had father rilk my h^e twenty times, than lofe the papers I 
hiVe left in the deferr.” “ Go in peace, and eat and deep. 
Carry them, fays he, fpeaking to his attendants) to the houfe 
of the^cHourbatchie,” Thus ended our firft interview with 
the Aga, who put us in poileillon of a very good houfe, and it 
happened to bp the very man to whom I was recommended 
by thy correfpondents at Cairo when I was firft here, who 
had abfolutely forgotten, but foon remembered me, as did 
many others, but my old friend the Aga had been changed, 
janid was then at Cairn.. 

We were not long arrived before we received from the 
Aga about fifty loaves of fine wheat bread, and fevcral large 
diihes of df^ meat. But the fmcll of thefe laft no fooner 
reached me than 1 fainted upon the floor. I made feveral 
trials afterwards, with no better fuccefs, for the firft^ two 
da^,*, nor eould I reconcile myfelf to any fort of food but 
toafted bread and coflee. My fervants had none of thefe 
for th^ partook largely and greedily of the Aga’s 

I SAi) kept file houfe five or fix days after my arrival, 
fluting vtfhlch l%6rrefponded with the Aga only by mcliages, 
and from my fervant who had palled between us he had 
learned the whole of our adventures, I then went to the 
caftl^ 'f^ ^ audience, and intreated the Aga that he would 
ot fiigfe f^i^els to mo^t)^ my upon, and 


quilms^ 

bounty^ 
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bring my baggage from SaflGlcha. He ^ve a ftart at 
firft reqdeft, and would not by any means hear of that 
pofal; he called it tempting God, and aflured me I (hould, 
be cut off by the very men that had murdered Mahomet 
Aga ; that, having feen the cafes and things which 1 had 
thrown away at Umarack, they would follow my tradt on 
to Saffieha, would have taken ever thing that I had left, and 
would be now purfuing me up to the gates of Allbuan. All 
this was extremely probable, but it was not to fuch rcafon- , 
ing that I could be a convert. I had inlinuated that the well- 
fare of mankind was concerned in the recovery of thofe 
papers; that there was among them recipes, which, if they 
did not totally prevent the plague, and the fmall-pox, would 
at lead greatly leflen their violence and duration. This, 
and perhaps a more forcible infinuation, that he fhould not 
be without a recompence for any trouble that he gave him- 
fclf on my account, brought him at laft to confent to my 
rcqucft, and we arranged our expedition accordingly. 


4 

Ou^rft dep was to fend for Idris and the Arab from 
U.aroo, for neither of them would enter the town with us» 
for fear fome dory fhould be trumped up againft them . 
regarding Mahomet Towafh’s murder, which would not ! 
nave failed to have been the cafe had not we been with 
them; but upon the Aga fending a man of fconfidence for 
them, they both came -^thout delay, and were lodged in 
my houfe, tmder my proteflion. 


The night following, everything being ready, we fet out 
after it was dark from the caflle, all upon dromedaries. 
The gates of the town were open for us, and were imme¬ 
diately fhut upon our palling through them ; the Aga fear¬ 
ing 
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ing ^is own people as mnch as the BiQmtreen; and faying 
always, by- way of provefb, “ Every body is an ehemy in 
-tbe.defert/.v '?’b^ had fern four fervants belonging to 
to accompany w ; suftive, lively, and good-hu- 
nipwed fellows. Ow people loo, were all recruited. If- 
mael, and blind Georgis, were left to take care of the houfe 
in roy^bfence. About twelve o’clock we got into a valley, 
andiiid o^rfelves in the ioweft part of it, under a bank, 
for the night was eatceeding cold; but we had fpirits with 
us, which we drank with moderation. We there refreflicd 
our beafls about half an hour, and again Hopt in a valley 
among trees.' 1 w&s afraid that we had palled our baggage 
ipL the dark, as none of us were perfedly fure of the place ; 
but as foon as light came, we recovered our trad as frelh 
and entire as whenrwe made it. After having gone about 
half an hour in our former footfteps, we had the unfpeak- 
able fatisfadion to find our quadrant and whole baggage; 
anfl by them the bodies of our ilaughtered camels, a fmall 
par; of ooojof ;hem haying been tom by the haddaya, or 
kite. . ' 

It was agreed we Ihould not day here, but load and de¬ 
part immediately; this was done in an infiant; five camels 
eafily carried the loads, with a man upon them befides'^anff 
there were ,thr€c more camels, upem which we rode by 
tujtns. Wa made a brilk retreat from Saffieha to Syene, 
which is about forty miles. At a little pad four in the af¬ 
ternoon, WC entered (the town again, without any accident 
whateyer, or without having feea one man. in our jour¬ 
ney# 


Hats 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. €09 

Here then we were to clofe our travels through the de- 
-ferr, by dlfcharging the debts contra(fled in it. We had now 
got our credit and letters, which furnifhed us with money. 
1 began by recompenfmg Idris Welled Hamran, the Hybeer^ 
for his faithful fervices. The next thing was to keep our 
faith with our prifoner. I had made Idris chufe him a good 
camel, cloathod him anew, and gave him drefles for his two 
wives, with a load of dora. I then difpatched him with 
the Aga’s protection, wondering what men we were, who, 
without compuhion or fubterfuge, kept our words fo exact¬ 
ly. 1 hough rich beyond his hopes, and fo very lately our 
enemy, tlic poor fellow, with tears in his eyes, declared, 
if I would permit him, he would only go back and deliver 
up what I had given him to his family, and return to me 
at Syene, and follow me as my fervant wherever I Ihould 

go- 


Although we had whcrewuhal to have bought proper 
dredes, I thought it better to do this when w^e fliould come to 
Cairo. We got each of us a coarfe barracan, for clcanlinefs 
only, and a pair of trowfers. I furnifhed Ifmael witli a 
green turban, to give us feme weight with the vulgar du¬ 
ring our voyage down the Nile. I then w-ent to my friend 
liic Aga, to concert the meafures that remained nccelTary 
for leaving AlTouan and beginning our journey. He tedi¬ 
fied the greateft joy at feeing us again. He had been in¬ 
formed of our whole expedition by his fervants the night 
before, and praifed us, in the prcfcnce of his attendants, for 
our alacrity, deadinets, and courage under the great fa¬ 
tigues of travelling, ilrnacl had told him of the trees and 
plants which I painted, and he exprefled great curiofity to 
fee them when 1 fliould find it convenient. From the 
VoL. IV. 4 H known 
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known clifpofition of thofe people, that what they dclire 
mud be granted inftantly, I afleed him whether he was at 
leifure or not to fee them? He faid, “ By all means; it was 
a good time.” I then fent Michael my fervant for a book 
of trees, and one of fiflies. 

In the interim arrived one of their priefts, or an Imam, 
who are efteemed the moft learned of their clergy. Ill-hu¬ 
mour and ill-breeding is the charadteriftic of violent people 
of all religions ; a Chriftian fanatic is not one bit more cha¬ 
ritable towards thofe that differ from him than a Turkifli 
faint; the greateft difference between them is the turban. 
Though I was the only reafon of his coming there at that 
time, he paffed me with the mod contemptible indifference, 
his eyes half Ihut and lifted up to heaven, full of that ex¬ 
alted pride by which his great maftcr fell from happinefs. 
“ I wilh to know, (fays he to the Aga, regardlefs of me) if 
that Kafr faw any thing of Mahomet Towafh in the defert.” 
The Aga afkcd me, I faw, with fome degree of fliame, and 
I anfwered him :—“ I faw Mahomet Towafli alive at Chendi, 
richly cloathed as if he had been at Mecca. He had twelve 
or fourteen men armed with firelocks, and about fourfeore 
Tucorory, each with a lance in his hand, to whom he was 
to give food and water in eroding the defert. llicre were 
three Hybeers, all Bifbarcen, who had come from Suakem 
with the caravan, and were carrying back fenna to the 
neighbourhood of Syene. I offered to join company with 
them ; and though one Hybecr was enough for him, yet, 
to diftrefs me as being a Chriftian, he took the whole three 
along v/ith him. In vain Sittina, Wed Ageeb’s filler, and 
Wed el Eaal’s mother, dclired liim to leave one of the Bilha- 

reen 
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I'crn Hybccrs for me, or rather to join our companies to- 
getiicr, lor the Ihiiiruvcn were nor to be ntn'ced. C’cnuraiy 
to the (Icilrc of rite cliicf of tite Arabs, he tf'ok. awat ilic 
rht ee rlyheers, to .'{ifitj-poini me ; hcfoiintl tlicm tinee mur- 
tlrrcrs, and left rr\e the only lioneft man v liom he did not 
know, (ir d punilhed the prci'umption and pride of which 
he was full, jud; as this Moullah, who la£l came in, and lies 
before you, appears to be.” 

The Aga then aflced me, if I faw him afterwards ? “ You 
know, I fiippofe, the ftory. One of the three Hybeers went 
to Abeni Jkrtran, a principal Shekh of the Bifliareen, and 
prepared a party to meet them on the road at the next fla- 
tion, while the other two Hybeers, their guides, to6k care to 
deceive him by lies, and carried him dirctilly upon the road 
where the plot was laid. About twenty men on camels, 
armctl with lances, and as many young men ou foot, with 
fwords, came to meet him, and thofe upon camels made 
ilicir beaks kneel down at fome diflance from him, as out 
of rcfpciT coming tokifs his hands, as of a holy pcri'on be¬ 
longing to the Caaba, their fanftuary at Mecca. 

“ The vain, imprudent man difmounted from his 
camel to give them a more cafy oppormnit}' of paying him 
their refpecks, and when one of them held him by the hand 
in token of friendfliip, another cut him acrofs the hams 
with a broad-fword, and a third run him through the back 
with a lance. He endeavoured to put his hands to his pif- 
tols, but it was too late. They afterwards periuaded his fer- 
vants, who had fire-arms in their hands, and, like fools, did 
not ufc them, to capitulate ; and, after they had difarmed 
them, they carried them aCde and murdered them alfo, then 

4 H 2 took 
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t-ook away all the water and camels, and left the Tucororyi 
to die with thirll. You afleed me when I faw him after his. 
leaving Chendi ? I tell you it was at a ftation of the Bilha- 
reen, two hours before you come to Umerack ; his body 
lay upon the fand withered and dried, but not corrupted ; 
his hough of the right leg, and back-finew of the left,- 
juft above the heeii were cut afunder by- a fword. The 
wounds through his body were apparent. The lancc; 
I:apprehend, had fome crooks below the head of it, as is 
tlieir cuftom, becaufe a confiderable quantity of his bowels 
were drawn out at the back. He had two-wounds upon 
his head, which 1 fuppofe were given him after he was 
dead, for they had cut through the Ikull entirely, and any 
one of them would have been mortal in a moment. Ifmael 
and the Barbarin threw fand over him. FOr my part, I 
paid no fort of refpeft' to-the carcafe of a* man, who, when 
living, had* fhewed. fo little for my prelervation. We 
went to the right, and followed fome footfteps; we faw- 
three men dead, all big and corpulent; they were all thruft 
through with three lances; each of them had his throat cut,*, 
and one his jaw- broken.. 

** All the ncjct day the road'was ftfewed with' the*bo-• 
dies of the Tucorory, and the day after, at nine o’clock iit' 
the mopning, we-found his horfe dead; the day followings 
we found dead bodies of people, whohad perifhed with thirft,, 
feattered here and there like the tFa< 5 f of apurfuit after a 
battle; their-dry bottles, made of gourds, were grafped in 
their hands, and fome held them to their mouths as if fucking 
them. God, as I fay, punifhed this man, by allowing his 
Ifride and prefumption to blind him ; for, had we joined 
aiw'companies, there could not have been a better placa 

imagined! 
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have fought the Bifliarcen than that fpor, b i:_ 
they daredT to attack, which is not probable. It wu'? .1 0:0 - 
row, deep, fandy ftrait, and rugged on each fide of ir. 1 
could-have put our camels, with our water, in perfect; fccuri- 
ty behind us, while our fire-arms,^ fafely from the rock,, 
would, with the firft difeharge, have deftroyed the bed men 
among them, and fcattered the herd of them into the defert. 
The Tucorory would have feized their cameLs and water, of 
which they had but a fm?ll quantity, or wc fhould liavc 
lliot the llcins through, orthc Aga’s horfe would have over¬ 
taken them. In either cafe, as they were two Jay.^ journey 
from Abou Bertran,. the greatcld part of them-would have 
died with third ; and if they had chofen to follow us, which: 
after this rude treatment they would not have done, they- 
could never have reached us till we had got out of their 
territory into thofe of the Ababdd, where they were a» 
much drangersj and in as great danger as we, and the wells 
not capable, of filling their girbas, fo that they would have 
brought themfelves both into didrefs and.difpute. This is 
all that I know o£ .Mahomet Towafh.” 

The Aga faid to himfelf, “ Ullah Akbar y’ and feveral of 
the company made their private ejaculations. The Imam 
had not-yet fpoke, but addrefling himfelf to the Aga, “ True 
it is, fays he, God is great, and does what feems to him bed:; 
or who would have thought that a fervant of the Caaba. 
Biouid be forfaken, while Kafrs like them,: a thoufand 
of-them not of the account of one-hair of that man's 
head, were protected by him, and arrived fafe and un-i 
hurt 
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I WAS exceedingly angry, but weak in health r<.\ f 

befides, I defj)ircd the Imam hcaj'tily, and was determined 
to be filenr. But dirc(flly addieding himfclf to me, wjiich 
he hitherto had not done, “ I wonder, fays he, how a Kafr 
like you, a man of no more worth than the dull under a 
mulfalman’s feet, Ihquld dare to wear a white turban, 
which none are permitted to do but true believers, and men 
of confideration in learning, or in the law !” I could hold 
no longer. “ Kafr ! faid I, do you call me ? You are a Kafr 
3'ouiTeIf. I worlhip God as') ou do, and Jefus Chrill, whom 
Mahomet calls Rouch lUlah,thc Spirit of God. Kafrs worfliip 
flones and trees, are ill-bred, and rude in manners, fnch as 
you are. Sir, faid 1 to the Aga, 1 demand of you if the grand 
fignior, whofc lirman you have in your hand, when wri¬ 
ting of me, calls me Kafr ? Docs Ali Bey, and the Torre of Ja¬ 
nizaries, ufe fuch opprobrious expreflion s ? If they do not, you 
fufTcr me to be affronted in contempt of their orders, in a 
fortrefs which you command in the grand fignior’s name, 
which is not to your credit cither as a muffulman or a fol- 
dier.”—“ He is right,” fays an old man, who feemed to be a 
fecrctary. “ Moullah, fays the Aga, I did nor cxpctfl this 
from you ; I did not think you could be fo abfurd as to alk 
any man, returning from fo dangerous a journey as his, 
the reafon of the colour of his turban.”—“ 1 do not refer 
that to his difcrction, faid I, there is my firman; I infill up¬ 
on its being read at the divan, and I will afterwards drefs 
my head and my body in any colour that is permitted me 
therein, and that I know is evei7 fort of colour*, and I 
infill that my firman may be read in the Divan.” 

Moullah, 


• it is always the part of a friiian from the Porte, that the bearer is at liberty to wear 
what colour, drcTs, or arms he pleafes. 
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“ Moullaii, fays Hagi Ifmacl, adcirefling himfelf to the 
Imam, who had twice attempted to fpcak but could not 
gcr pcrmifllon, you put me in mind of thefc liars and 
thieves at Tcawa; all their turbans were white or green; 
they call themfelves mulTulmen, and fheraffe, and men of 
learning like you ; but I fwear, greater Kafrs than they 
were never in hell. I wifli you may not be fomething of 
that kind. Hagi Ifmael was Handing behind. He had a 
barracan like us, a red cap and no turban, and the Moul- 
lah, I believe, did not know he was a Turk, and Hill Id's 
that he was a flicrrilTc ; I fancy he rather took him for a 
Greek, from the bad manner in which he pronounced the 
Arabic. “ Friend, faid the prieft, take this piece of advice 
from me, and fpcak more reverently of 5'our betters, or 
you may have a chance to get your tongue feraped.” Ha¬ 
gi Ifmacl was never bleffed with much temper. He was 
very honcH, bur, though feventy years old, was as paffion- 
atc as a child, and the more fo, as he did not underhand 
the language. He was an officer in tlie Porte of Janizaries, 
befidcs being a flierrifl’c ; had been fent, as I have already 
faid, by the Bey to efcort the Abuna to Abyfiinia. Un¬ 
luckily at this time he underHood what was faid diftinehl)', 
and came up clofe to the Moullah, faying, in a violent paf- 
fion, “ Kafr Meloun Ibn kelb, /. e. Pagan accurfed, and 
race of a dog!” do you thrcatcji me, a fficrriffic, with a grey 
beard ? Who are my betters ? The Aga is not my fuperior, 
were he a IherrifFe, which he is not. He is an officer of the 
janizaries as I am; he commands me to-day, and I com¬ 
mand him to-morrow ; but, if it was not for his prefence,. 
I would not leave that beard of yours till I had ffiakeii 
your head from your flioulders.” 

3 All 
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All now was confutlon. I cried, “ Hagi Ifmacl, for God’s 
fake forbear.” fvery body fpoke, no body he-ard. The 
Moullah had crofled the room and fat down bclide the Aga, 
who faid to him very flernly, “ What Yagoube may do, 
and what he may not do, in Sycne, has never been confided 
to you, though it has been to me, and 1 have not thought it 
neccfl'ary to take your advice upon it. Thii man is the fejp- 
vant of a king. Were you to infult him in Conllanrinople, 
his complaint would coft a much greater man than you his 
life, even this day before fun-fet. Who taught you to call 
him Kafr whom you had never before feen, and then a- 
bufe the janizary, who, befitles, is a IherrifTe, and an aged 
man, whole hand better men than y'ou kifs when they meet 
him in the ftreet ? Go home and learn wifdom, fince you 
cannot teach it; at leaft, don’t make the grand fignior’s 
callle the fccne of your abufe and folly.” The Moullah up¬ 
on this rebuke departed, very much humbled. 

As Michael had brought the drawings, I turned to the 
trees and flowers. The Aga was greatly plcafed with them, 
and laughed, putting them up to his nofe as if fmclling 
them. They did not olfend him, as they' were not the 
likenefs of any thing that had life. I then Ihewed him a 
filh, and reached the book to an old man with a long beard, 
bur who had a very chearful countenance. He looked at it 
with great An prife. '1 he Aga had feveral times called him 
his father. “ Do rot be angry, fays he to me, if I afk you a 
queflion. I am nor fuch a man as the Moullah that is gone.” 
“ I will anfwer all your queflions with pleafure, faid I, and, 
in your turn, you muft not take the anfwer ill.” “ No, no, 
faid two or three of |hcm, Hagi Soliman knows better.” So~ 
Jirfion. “ Do you not believ e, fays he, that that filh will rife 
2 agaiafl: 
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ifgainfl; you at the day of judgment ?” Ta.' “ I do not 'knovv, 
but 1 fliall be very much furprifed if it does.” “ I afTure you 
he will, fays Hagi Soliman.” Y'a. “ Be it fo, it is a matter of 
indiirefence to me.” Sol. “ Do you know what Go*d will fay 
to you about that lifli ? Shall I tell you? Ta. “ I have not tlic 
Icall idea, and you will.oblige me.” Sof. “ God will fay to 
^ ou, Did you make that filli ? What will you anfwer ? 
2 a. “ I will anfwer, I did.” Sof. “ He will fay to you again. 
Make a foul to it.” Ta. “ I will anfwer, I cannot.” SoL “ He 
will fay. Why did you make that fifli’s body, when you was 
not capable to give it a foul ? What can you anfwer then?” 
la. “ 1 made that body, becaufe thou gaveft me talents and 
capacity to do it. I do not make the foul, becaufe thou haft 
denied me power and ability, and referved that to thyfelf on¬ 
ly.” Sol. “ Do you think he will be contented with that an- 
Iwer ?” Ta. “ I do moft certainly think fo. It is truth, and 
I do not thinkmteiorc direct one can be given.” Sol. “ Aha ! 
the Moullah would tell you that will not do; painting things 
that have life is idolatry, and the punifliment is hell-fire.” 
Ta. “ Patience, then, my cafe is defperate, for it is not a fin 
J intend to repent of.” Thus ended this curious difcullion, 
and wc went away in perfede good humour one with the 
other. A number of the better fort drank coffee with me 
in the evening. The Aga fent me tw'o fheep, and, obferving 
my feet much inflamed and wounded, made me likewife a 
prefent of a pair of flippers of foft Turkey leather to defend 
.them from the inclemency of the Weather. 

It was the i irh of December when we left Syene ; wc 
cannot fay failed, for our mafl. being down, W'C went with 
the ettrrent and the oars, when the wind was againft 
las. In our voyage down the Nile We' had but very 
Vol.TV. 4 I indifferent 
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indilFerent weather, clear throughout the day, exceed- 
iugly cold in the night and morning; but,"being bet¬ 
ter doathed, better fed than in the defert, and under 
cover, were not fo fenlible of it, though the ther¬ 
mometer fliewed the fame degrees. Above all, we had a 
good decent provifion of brandy on board, part of which I 
had procured from the Aga, part from the Schourbatchic 
my landlord, neither of whom knew the other had given 
me any, and both of them pretended to each other, and. 
to the world, that they never tailed fermented liquors of any. 
kindj nor kept them in their cuftody.. 

I’HAD given to each of my fervants, to Soliman and to 
the Greeks likewife, a common blanket called a barracan, 
of the warmed and. coarfell kind, with a waiftcoat and 
irowfcrs of the fame, and all of us, I believe, had coniigned 
to the Nile the clothes in. which we pailediSie defert. The 
meannefs of our appearance did not at all fhock us, fince 
nothing contributes more to fafety in a country like this. 

1 paired Shekh Nimmer not without regret, but it was night, 
and I. was very ill. 

On the 1,9th we anuved at How, where the intermitting 
fever, which I had at Syene, again returned, with unufual ■ 
violence, and, what was moll unlucky, my flock of bark was 
almoll exhauded, and the Rais had bufinefs that obliged, 
him to lie by for a day. As wc were within a fmall didance 
of Furlhout^ 1 difpatched one of the Barbarins, with a 
camel, to the fathers at the irlonallery of Furlhout inform¬ 
ing them of my arrival and very bad date of health, and 
ijequeding them fin fend ,me fome wheat bread, as mine was 

aU; 
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all confumed, and likewifc feme rice, if they had any. Uj>on 
the Arab’s firft delivering his meflage the fathers treated Iiim 
as an impoftor, declaring that they knew from good au¬ 
thority that I was drowned in the Red Sea, which another 
of them contradi( 5 led, being equally pofitive, from the fame 
good authority, that my death had happened from robbers 
in Abyflinia. The Barbarin ^a flirewd fellow) defired the 
fathers to obferve, that, if I had been drowned in the Red 
Sea, it was not poffible I could be flain by robbers on land 
two years afterwards ; tlierefore, as one report was certainly 
falfe, both might be fo, and he alTured them this was the 
cafe, and that 1 was at How; but they laughed him to fcorn, 
and threatened tocarry him to Shekh Hamam to punifli him. 
The poor fellow anfwered very pertinently, If I had opme 
in Yagoube’s name for gold or filver, then you might have 
dillruftcd me ; but fure it is not worth my while to hire a 
camel to come here from How, and go back again to cheat 
you out of two loaves of bread and a pound of rice, which I 
never tailed myfelf till I was ^ith Yagoube, who made us 
partake of ev^ery thing that he ate as long as it lafted, and 
failed with us when our meat was cxhaullcd.” They con¬ 
tinued to afk him, where he had found me ? The fellow 
faid, At Ras el Feel; and not being able to deferibe where 
that was, a frelh altercation began, in which it was con¬ 
cluded betwixt the two reverend difputants, that I had been 
drowned three years before in the Red Sea, and therefore all 
the Rory of Ras el Feel mull be a lie. 

It happened, as indeed was often the cafe in thefc mat¬ 
ters, that my Greek fervant M^cliael had been more provi¬ 
dent than I. He had thought fomethingof this kind might 
be pollihle, and therefore had defired the Barbarin, if fo it 

412 happened, 
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happened, to call Shekh Ifmael’s atBadjotira,and inquire 
of hiai'‘ki my nanie fora loaf or t\y^oofwheat bread and fomc 
rice. This the.Barbarin did with fome diffidence, after the 
refufal areceived from the fathers, and was very much fur- 
prifed at the chearful reception Shekh Ifmael gave him. 
The bread and rice were fent; he too had heard of my 
4eath, but was much eafier convinced that I was flill alive 
than the reverend fathers had been, bccaule more defirous 
that it fhould be fo, 

NeXT day, the 20th, we arrived at Furfliout, though Hagi 
Ifmacl’s invitation, and the unkindnefs of the fathers, had 
ftrongly tempted me to take up my quarters at Badjoura 
to guard him againll the pleurify, and the miflaking again 
the rbonth of Kamadan. Some aukward apologies pafled at 
meeting ; and if thefe fathers, the folc object of whofc mif- 
fion was the converfion of Ethiopia and Nubia, were averfe 
before to tire undertaking their miflion, they did not feem 
to inefeafe in keennefs from, the circumftanccs which they 
learned from me. . 

On the 27th we failed for Cairo. At a fiiiall village be¬ 
fore we pameto Achmim we were hailed by a perfon, who,, 
though meanly drefled, fpoke with the tone of authority, 
and.afked for a pall'age to Cairo, which 1 would have de¬ 
nied him if I could liaye had my own will; but the Rais 
readil/promifed it him. upon his firft application. He after¬ 
wards told me he was a Copht and a Chriilian, employed 
to gather the Bey’s taxes in fuch villages as were only in¬ 
habited by Chriftians, to which the Bey did not permit his 
Turks to go. “ I beard, fays, he, you was coming down 
the Nile, and I way-l^d you for a pafTage ; the Rais knows 

who 
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who I am, and that I fhall not be trouhlefome to you ; but 
I have a large £um of money, and do not chufe tp have it 
known, I hope, however, you willgiVe me your protecSlion for 
the fake of my mailer.*’—“ Indeed, friend, faiA I, I have but 
feven {hillings in thfe whole world, and my deaths, I be¬ 
lieve, are not worth much above that fum, and it is but a 
few days ago I was rejoicing at this as one of mygreatell 
fccurities. But lince Providence has, I hope for your good, 
thrown you and your money in my way, I will do the bell 
for you that is in my power, the fame as if it was my own.’* 

On the loth of January 1773 wc arrived at the convent 
of St George, all of us, as I thought, worfe in health and 
fpirits than the day we came out of the defert. Nobody 
knew us at the convent, either by our face or our language, 
and it was by a kind of force that we entered. Ifraacl', 
and the C6pht went llraight to the Bey, and I, with great 
difficulty, had intcreft enough to fend to the patriarch and 
ray merchants at Cairo, by employing the twonnly piallres 
I had in niy pocket. If the Capuchins at Furlhout received us 
coldly, thefe Caloycros of St George kept us Rill at a greater 
diRance. It was half by violence that we got admittance 
into the convert. But this difficulty was to be but of Riorc 
duration ; the morning was to end it, arid give us a light 
of our friends, and in the meantime we were to llecp 
fouhdly. We had nothing elfe to do, having no vicTtuals, 
and the Caloycros nothing to give us, even if they had been 
inclined, of which we had not feen yet the fmall'cR tCK 
ken.. 

This we thought, and this, in the common view of things, 
we were indtled to think ; but wc forgot that w’C were at- 

Cairo, 
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Cairo, no longer to depend upon the ordmary or rational 
courfe of events, but upon the arbitsaiV, oppreflive will of 
irrational tyrants. Accdrdigngly I for about an hour, 
loft myfelf in the very uncommon enjoyment of a moll 
profound ll^ep, when I wa5 awaken^ by the noife of a 
a number of ftrange tongues ; ^ind, before I could rccolledl 
jnyfelf fufliciently to account what this ftrange tumult 
might be, eleven nr twelve foldiecs, very like the worft of 
banditti, furrounded the carpet whereon I was allcep. I had 
prefence of mind fullicient to recolledl this was not a place 
where people wererobbedand murdered without caufe; and, 
‘conviheed in my own mind that I had given none, from that 
alone I inferred I was not to be robbed or murdered at 
that inftant. Without this, the appearance of the ftrangers, 
thdr drefs, language, and behaviour, all joined to perfuade 
me of the contrary. I alked them, with fome furprife, 
** What is the matter. Sirs ? What is the meaning of this 
freedom Tlie anfwer was in Turkifli, “ Aya ! Aya! Get 
up! the Bey calls you,”—The Bey, fays I, certainly calls at 
a very unfeafonable hour.” Tho anfwer was, “ Get up, or 
we will carry you, by force.”—I fancy friends, faid I, you 
have miftaken me for fome other perfon, I have not been 
here above two hours, and lince that time have never been 
out of the convent. It is impollible the Bey Ihould know that 
Iamhere.”~“ What fjgnifics it to us, fays one in linguaFran- 
ca, whethqr he knows you arehere of not ? kehas fentus for 
you, and we are, come, Aya! Aya! get up!” He put his liand 
forward to take me by the arm. “ Keep your diftance, you 
infolent blackguard, faid I, remember I am an Englifhman ; 
do not lay your -hands upon me. If the Bey calls me, he 
is mailer in his own country, and 1 will wait upon him ; 
But hands off: though I have not feen Mahomet Bey thefe 

three 
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three years, he knows what is owing to his own charadter 
better than to fufFer a flave lik? you to lay^his filthy 
hands on a ftranger like me.”—No !#^o ! Mallem, fays the 
man that fpokc Italian, we will do you no harm. Ifmael,. 
that you brought from' Habelh, has been with the Bey, and 
he wants to fee you; and that is all.”—Then flay without,. 
faid I, till I am ready, and I will come to you prefently.” 

Out they went: I heard them cryingto the Caloyeros for 
drink, but they never in their lives were in a place where 
they could addrefs themfelves worfc for either meat or li-’ 
quors; on the other hand, I did not keep them long in drelE- 
ing. I had no lliirt on, nor had I been mafter of one for 
fourteen months paft. I had a waiftcoat of coarfe, brown, - 
woollen blanket, trowfers of the fame, and an upper blan¬ 
ket of the fame wrapt about me, and in thefe I was lying.. 
I had cut off my long beard at FuHhout, but ftill wore pro¬ 
digious muftachoes. I had a thin, white, muflih cloth round. 
a red Turkilh cap, which fervcd me for a night-cap, a girdle 
of coarfe woollen cloth- thkt wrapt rOund my waift eight 
or ten times, and fwaddled me up from the middle to the 
pit of my ftomach, but without either fhoes or llockings. - 
In the left of my girdle I had two Englifli piftols mounted 
with filver, and on the right hand a common crooked Abyf- 
finian knife, with a handle of a rhinoceros horn. Thus* 
cquipt ,4 was ufii^ed by the banditti, in a dark and ver)^; 
windy night, to the door of the convent, 

THEfilarach, br coihmander of the party, rode upon a mule,\ 
and, as a mark of extreme confideration, he had brought an - 
afs for me, with fods, or a'trarfaddle upon his back, the only 
animal that, to the fhame of our Chrifliah rulers, any of our 
4s faith 1 
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faith is fullered to ride on in Cairo. The beaft had not a 
light Ipad, but ^as llrong enough. Th,e difficulty was, his 
having no laddie, ther^ were no ftirrups, fo that my 
feet would have touched tfie ground had I not held them 
up, which I did with the umic^ pain and difficulty, as they 
wefd all inflamed and fore, and full of holes from the inflam¬ 
mation in th< defert. J^Iobody can ever know, from a more 
particular defcription, the hundredth part of the pain I fuf- 
fered that night. I was happy that it was all external. I 
had hardened my heart; it was ftronjg, vigorous, and whole, 
from the near profpd< 5 t I had of leaving this mofl accurfed 
country, and .being again refloiled to the convcrfation of 
jnen. 

The mute on which the Sarach rode went at a very brifk 
pace; my animal did her befl, but flie could not keep up 
with the mule. Each man of tlie foldiers, hefidcs the reft 
of his arms, had a quarter-ftaflf like a watchman’s pole, a- 
bout nine feet long, with which every one in his turn laid 
heartily oh the afs to make her keep up with the Sarach’s 
mule. I had every reafon to fympathize with the beaft for 
the feverity of the blows, of which I was a perfect judge, 
as whether through malice or heedleflfnefs, every fourth 
ftroke landed upon my back or haunches, fo that my flefh 
was difcolourcd for more than two months afterwards. 
Speaking was in vain ; you. might as well have cried to the 
Vind not to blow. Few people walk in the ftreets of Cairo 
at night; fome we did meet who made us way, only obfer- 
ving to each other, when we pafTed, ths^ I was fome thief 
the Janizary Agahad apprehended. In this moft difagree- 
.ablc manner, I had rode near three miles, wben I arrived at 

i the 
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the Bey's palace. There all was light and all was .buftlet-as 
if it had been noon-day. I alighted with great dwculty 
from my difconfolate afs, but witb much gfl^fjater 
than ever I mounted the fineft horfe in tli'e world.' NoAe of 
the people there knew what I came for, but' thd'^ht I was 
Ibmc Arab from the country. ‘ At laft I faw a 'olmht who 
had been a fervant of AH Bey. I told him whQ^%^, and 
he immediately knew me, but had not heard thlKwas ar¬ 
rived, and ftill Icfs that I was fent for ; but he went in to 
the Bey’s fecretary, who ordered my immediate admiihon. 

In the mean time, my Sarach and company, who hadufed 
me Co tenderly, came round me, defiring the Bacfifli, or 
money to drink. “ Look you, friend, faid I, your raaftcr 
knows me well, and you (hall fee what is the Bacfifh he will 
give you.” A number of Turks ftahding by aiked, “ What 
did he do to you ? Did he ufc you ill? Tell the Bey, and he 
will do for him.” My friend feemed to he fenfiblehe was in a 
ferape, and, though the order of the Bey came for my 
being admitted, he would not allow me to pafs, but put 
his back againfl; the door till I promifed to fay nothing to 
the Bey. 

I WAS introduced to Mahomet Bey Abou Dahab. He was 
fon-in-law to Ali Bey my friend, whom he had betrayed, 
and forced to fly into Syria, where he ftill was at the head 
of a fmair army. !He had been prefent with him the day 
1 had my laft audience, when he was plainly drefled as a 
foldier. A large fofa, or rather two large fofas furniftied with 
cuftiions, took up a great part of a fpacious faloon. Th^ 
were of the richeft crimfon and gold,-excepting a fmall yel¬ 
low and gold one like a pillow, upon which he was leaning, 
VoL. IV. 4 K fupporting 
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fupporting his head with his left hand, and fitting juft in the 
cornet of the rtvo fofas. Though it was late, he was in full 
drefs, his git^^, turban, and handle hf his dagger, all Ihi- 
ning with the fipeft brilliants, and a finer fprig of diamonds 
iipdh his than wha:t I had feen ms father-in-law 

w^r on^S‘when ! ^as''Ovfth^him. 


A 


The was light as day, with a number of wax-torches; 

(^ candies. 1 found myfelf humbled at the fight of fo much 
jgttatriefs and affluence. My bare feet were fo dirty, I had 
a f<frupl6 to fet them upon the rich Perfian carpets with 
Which the whole floor was covered, and the pain that walk¬ 
ing at all occafioned gave me altogether fo crouching and 
cringing a look, that the ficy,upon feeing me come in, cried 
out, '^\Vhat*s that ? Who is that? From whence is he come ? 
Mis fcTcfetafy told him, and immediately upon that I faid to 
him in Arabic, with a low bow, “MahometBey,I am Yagoube, 
ah Englifliman, better known to your father-in-law than to 
yOtt,ve^ unfit to appear before you in the condition I am, ha¬ 
ving been forced out of my bed by your foldiers in the middle 
bf the dnly found fleep I have had for many years..” He feem- 
bd tobe exceedingly Ihocked at this, and faid to his attend- 
ihts ‘in Tiilrleifh, “ b|y people! who dares do this ? it is 
Ifhpoffible.'^ Thole that werjc privy to the melTage remind¬ 
ed him of Tiis fending for me, and the caufe, which he had 
forgot ThhyTold him what Ifmael had faid, and what the 
Gopht, the tax-gatherer, had mentioned^ all very mlich in my 


favour. He turned himfelf with great violence on the fofa„ 
and faid, “ I remember the man wdl, but it was not a man 
like this, this is badpayinent indeed.Vwas going to aik you, 
Yagoube, fays he, who thofe were that had brought you out 
m fuch^diftfefsVahdll find that ^ have done it myfelf; but 
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take my word, as I am a muflulman, ! did not intend it, | 
did not know you was ill.” 


My feet at that time gave me fuch violent pain thaitt I 
was like to faint, and could not anfwer, but as there were 
two flowered velvet cufhions upon one of the ftcj^s above 
the floor, I was obliged to kneel down upon one of them, as I 
did not know how fitting might be taken. The Bey im¬ 
mediately faw this, and cried out, “ What now ? what is the 
matter ?” I faw he thought I had fome complaint to make, 
or fomething to afk, I fhewed him my feet in a terrible 
fituation, the effe< 5 i;s, 1 told him, of my pafling through the 
dcfcrt. He defired me immediately to fit down on the 
cufliion. “ It is the coldnefs of the night, and hanging 
upon the afs, faid I, occafions this; the pain will be over 
prcfently.” “ You are an unfortunate man, fays the Bey, 
whatever I mean to do for your g(^d, turns to your jnif- 
fortune.” “ I hope not. Sir, faid I; the pain is now oyer, and 
I am able to hear what may be your commands.” ** I have 
manyqueftions to 'afleyou, fays the Bey. You have been 
very kind to poor old Ifmael, who is a fherrifln, and to 
my Chriftian fervaht like wife ; and 1 wanted to fee 
what I could do for you; but this is not the tirne, go hqme 
and fleep, and I will fend for you. Eat and drinS:, and 
fear nothing., My faiher-in-law is gone, but, by the grace 
of God, l am here in, hisi^^pWe ; that is enough,” I ho’^ed^ 
and took my‘leave* " . V 


The Bey had fpolce^ feveral times to h^ fervant in Tutk- 
ifh; but thefe inte^rruptlons arc t^ hqmmon at fuch- au^- 
diences to be taken notice of. I went out to the antic^m-is 
,bcf attended by five or fix people, and thfeh into another 

4 K a room 
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room, the door of which opened to the lobby where his fol- 
diers or 4 eP9^ttts were. There was a Have very richly dref- 
Ibd, who had a fmall balket with oranges in his hand, who 
came out at another door, as if from the Bey, and faid to 
me, Here, Yagoube, here is fome fruit for you.” 

In that country it is not the value of the prefen t, but the 
chara(fter and power of the perfon that fends it, that creates 
the value; ao,ooo men that llcptin Cairo that night would 
have thought the day the Bey gave them at an audience 
the worft orange in that baiket the happieh one in theii life. 
It is a mark of friendihip and protetffion, and the bed of all 
ailurances. Well accuilomed to ceremonies of this kind, 
I took a iingle orahge, bowing low to the man that gave it 
me, who- whifpered me, “ Put your hand to the bottom, 
the bell hruit is there, whole is for you, it is from the 
Bey,” A purfe was exceedingly vifible. It was a large 
crimfon one wrought with gold, not netted or tranfparcnt 
as ours are, but iiker a docking. I lifted it out; there wcic 
a conliderable number of fequins in it; 1 put it to my mouth 
and kided it, in refpetd from whence it came, and faid to 
the young man that held:the bafket, This is, indeed, the 
bed fruit, ^t lead commonly thought fo, but it is forbid¬ 
den frhk for me. The Bey*s proie<5tion and favour is more 
agreeable to me than a thoufand fuch purfes would be.” 


Ths fel^ant (hewed a prodigious furprife. In fhort, no 
thing tnh be more incredible to a Turk, whatever his qua¬ 
lity may be, than to think that any man can refufe money 
ofifered him.. Althoiigh I exprefled myfelf with the utmod 


gratitude and humility, finding it impofilble to prevail up¬ 
on me, the thing appeared fo extraordinary, that a beggar 
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in a b^^can; drefled like thofe Eaves who carry water, and 
.;5wa£h the ftairs, Ihould rcfufe a purfe of ^l^ jie codl^ 
longer confent to my going away, but cartle^ me ba»* to 
where the Bey was dill iStting. He was looking at a Isfrge 
piece of yellow fattin. - He alkg<^he ufual queftion, “How, 
now ? What is the matter ? To which his flave gave him stj 
long anfwer in TurkUh. He laid down the fattjn, t^umed 
to me, and faid, “ Why, what is this ? You muft furely want 
money; that is not your ufual drcfs I What! does this pro¬ 
ceed from your pride ?” 

- ' ill* ' 

“ Sir, anfwered I, may I beg leave to fajr two words to 
you ? Thereds ni^ a man to whom you ever gave money 
more grateful, or more fenfible of yoUr geiKiofity in offer¬ 
ing it me, thin I am at this prefcnt. The reafon of my 
waiting upon you in this drefs was, becaufe it is only a 
few hours ago fince I left the boat. I am not f^wever a nee¬ 
dy man, or one that is diftreffed for money; that being the 
cafe, and as you have already my prayers for your chari¬ 
ty, I would not deprive you of thof% of the widow and 
the orphan, whom that monly may very materiallylrelievc. 
Julian and Rofa, the firft houferin Cairo,- will furmlh?^me 
with what money I require; beddes, l am ^ the^feryice 
of the greateft king in Europe, who would npt fad to fup- 
ply me abundantly if my necelEtiijs required it, as l am 
travelling for his fervice.”—“ This being fo, fays the Bey,, 
with great looks of complacency, .what is in my power to . 
do for you ? You -ai^ a ftranger now where l oomuiand ;. 
you are* my father’# ftranger I'&ewife, end^hat is a double 
obligation upon me: Whatjlhaill.^do?;*—rt* There are,;{^d'^ 

lathings that yom^ld do, ami y w c®ly, if it were W 
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great pref^ptiott for me to nakie them .”—** By no means, 
if I can I if not, I will tell you fa” / 'I 

I SAW by thiffee^’s manner of fpeaking that I had rifen 
con£yderably in chaVadtef iin opirrfon lince my refufal of 
th^ ihoney. I have, Sir, faid I, a number of countrymen, 
bfa*^^e, rich, and horieft', that trade in India, where my king 
Has’ ^eat dominibhs.” He faid, as half to himfclf, “ True, 
t^# 1 ihidw that.** ** Now there are many of thefe that come 
to Jidda. I left there eleven large fhjps belonging to them, 
who, according to treaty, pay high duties to the cuftom- 
houfe, and, ff6m the dilates of their own generofity 
and maghifice^nce, give large prefents to the prince and 
to his fervants for prtJte< 5 lion; but the Iherriffe of Mecca has 
of latt laidt duty upon duty, and extortion upon extortion, 
till the Ehglilh are at the point of giving up the trade altoge¬ 
ther.” ** ito C^haba, fays he, (which is, fon of a wh—re,) he 
paid'for that'when t was at Mecca,” The Bey took Mecca,” 
f^ys a m&h at liiy ihodld.CT. ^ Why, fays the E^y, when 
they fay you arefu^ a brave nation, why don’t you beat 
down Jidda about his ears ? ilave you no guns in your 
^ips, Sif, faid I, ate all armed for war; flout 
hrave officers ahd fkilful feameii : Jidda, and 
s6hiCh Hfbhgef plates than Jidda, could not refill one of 
them'*ifti'h6ur;'But Jidda is ho paft of dur dominions; and, 
Hi“ Coun!^es beloh^tig to ftitanget* juices we carry our- 
fidVhs i^myi^and trade ih'j^eace, arid hevef ufe'force till o- 
Bligdd^ thi'if'ih oih^ ’ « what wduld ydu 

MVe the id^dd r* he.'tVtir people^' replied l, ' Have tai- 
vkeh a thing into their head which I a-m fatisfied they 
.sme well founded ,iu»?. They that.il.yQU wcmld permit 

j;hcm to bring their Blips and merchandize to Suez, 
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and not to Jidda, they might then depend upor> your 
word, that, if they were punctual in fuIEUIng their en^ 
gagements, they fhould never find you failing in ycnirs.” 
“ That they fhall never have to fay of me, fays the Bey; all 
this is to my advantage. But you do not tell me what I 
am to do for you?” “ Be Ready, Sir, faid I, in yovir promife; 
it is now late, but I will <!nmc again to fettle the duties with 
you ; and be allured, that when it is known at home what, 
at my private defire, you have done for my country in gene¬ 
ral, it will be the greateft honour that ever a prince confer¬ 
red on me in my life.” “ Why, let it be fo, fays he, bring 
colTee; fee you admit him whenever he calls ; bring a caf¬ 
tan*.” CoflPee was accordingly brought, and I was cloath- 
ed in my caftan. I went down flairs with my barracan 
hid under it, and was received with greater refpeA by the 
bye-ftanders than when I came up ; the man was the fame, 
but it was the caftan that made the difference. My friend 
the Sarach and his banditti were ready at the door with 
a mule, which had gilt ftirxups, and was finely capari- 
foned. 

I WENT back with full as much l^eed as f cam6, but free 
from thofe falutations of tlie quarter,flafr, which I ftill felt 
upon my haunches. The fcale of politenefs was now turn¬ 
ed in my favour; and to fliew their refpedl for me, the fol- 
diers knocked down every perfon they overtook in the 
ftrects, giving him firft a blow with the quarter-ftajflf upon 
the head, then afking him, why he did not, get out of the 
way ? All niy people at St George ha^ given me over for 

loft, 


* It is a laofe gument like a night-gowo ; it it a-gUt of eereowDp aod marW of faxenn. 
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loR, Of tliovigbt I ha4^one,lipineto the French nierc||ants, 
and taken there.,. 

I WAS twice after this with Mahomet Bey, in which time * 
I concluded the agreement in favour of the Englifh mer¬ 
chants. Inftead of 14 per cent, and an enormous prefent, 
the Bey agree^ for 8, and no prefent at all, and at his own 
expence fent the firman to Mocha, together with my letter, 
a popy of which, and infirudtions given in India in confe- 
quence, I have here fubjoiued. 

Mr Greig, capt, Thornhill’s lieutenant, whom I have 
mentioned as having feen at Jidda, was the firft who came 
down ^e Gulf to Suez in the Minerva, and in the whole 
voyage, both by fea and after at Cairo, behaved in a manner 
that did honour to his country. 

In the twp fubfequent vifits which I paid to Mahomet 
Bey, I received the firman, and had a converfation before 
the Bey with the m^n that was to go exprefs to Mocha ; not 
tlut I thought my recommendation was of any coufcquencc 
after his receiving orders from the Bey, but 1 knew very 
wejlf as diligence waj| recommended to him, that it might 
be fecured by a fmall gratuity given unknown to the Bey. 
Two other fimilar prefents, of no great value, were likewife 
given to the two fervants who had a;|lified me in procu¬ 
ring thp firman, the original of which I left with the Vene¬ 
tian confuL {thought it was unbecoming of me to fiarve a 
cau;^ that promifed to be both a private emolument and 
. public benefit; and, as i never expelled, fo I never received 
i^efmaUefi return or ackno;wledgemeiit either public or 
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It may be faid, that the trade carried oa,there by Suez 
And the Iftlimus would not beof any advantl^i^lthe India 
Company, but rather a detriment to it. the an¬ 

swer I got from Lord North upon my firft interview with 
his Lordlhip after my return, and upon which I lhall not 
pretend to decide. But this I fhall fubmit to the pul^ic, 
whether, when a great objeft, fuch as that was, is uhex- 
pedtedly in the power of an individual, he is not obli-** 
ged, as a good citizen, to avail himfelf of the occafiol. 
that .offers, and leave it to that part of the public concerned, 
to determine whether they can make it of fcrvice to them 
or not. 

■4 

I’‘feAVE rea,d, either in Abbe Prevot or M. de M^lliSt, (’the 
reader will aflift me, as neither of thefe books arc in my 
hands atprefent) that the French, in the beginning of this 
century, offered a very large fum of money to the goven^- 
mcnt of Cairo, to be allowed to lend only an adivice-boat to ^ 
Suez, to carry and bring back their difpatches froni their 
fettlcracnts in India, but they were conHslintly refufed; both 
the India Company and Britifli Government arc, by 
means, now in pofleflion of that privilege, and I am in- • 
formed it has already bci^n ufe, hd&i in public iyid pii-) 
vate difpatches. ^ ’ 

I MUST further be^rmittedto*!fay, that, inde^ndent of; 
thefe particulars, it feeraed very fit^nge that,’ fconl|iering 
the immenfe empire which belon|fC^ to i^fitam ih'lii^ 
Indies, tli«»Company and their f^rvants IhduU! be, 
fo pcrfeftly ignorant diFtl^ feed Sda and pofti in it, arid 1^3^ 
different as td the mbahi''of ^^lh|;ibetWMfeim 

yoi.iv, ■ 4L . 
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which wafhe<} the Ihores of their eonquefts, and came, at 
the famewithin twodays journey of the Me{riterrancan. 
To my enaett^urs it is owing that fo many ingenious gcii- 
tlemcn have haci an opportunity of lending their hands to 
perfe(ff the chart of that &a, which 1 hope is now in great 
fot^wardaefs. It would perhaps, too, have been more ge¬ 
nerous and Uberahminded in them, had they honoured the 
ahthor of the liberty and fafety they enjoyed, with at Icaft 
If word of their approbation. Prtfons and chains, ranfonis, 
torments, and perhaps death itfelf, were the calamities they 
efcaped by xdy preparing their way, and to this would hav e 
been added the mifearriage of their defign and their under¬ 
laying lifcewilie*.. 


Copy 


^ * Not one Ibtp Ivu yet catered the Red Sea, a I am inforttiid, witliout a of iijy 
kua tod firnuMu 
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Co^y of Mr Bruce’s Letter to the Gefttleme^UNlding to 
Red Sea from the Britifh Settlements Bombay and Ben- 


Centlemen, 


CAiro^' Fehraary^ 1773.’ 


A t the defIre of feverlal of the gentlemen trading! to 
Jidda in the year 1769 ,1 have fpofcen to the Bey ctf Cai¬ 
ro (Mahomet Bey,) that he would give permilBoo for bting- 
ing^e India flxips direftly to Suez, without fltoj^ing at Jid¬ 
da,^^ei'e they were coriftantly ill-treated by Theflierriffcyand 
neither payments pun< 5 tual nor their effedls in fafety. Ma¬ 
homet Bey exprelTed all the defire poflible to. have thii 
fpeedily executed. He dlipatiphed this exprefs, in wliiqh^ 
ioclofe you the terms of agreaS^t, with attartflationfrom 
tli^e Arabic original. Toil will fee he renounces all prefen ts^ 
which, however, itjwiH be always prudent’ to give. Mo¬ 
derate ones will ferve, provided lie behaves faithfully and 
generoufly, as 1 believe firmly 1 :^ vdll. He feekA|B|ier''ccnt, 
culloms, and leaves it sin yoUr option ¥0 pay tHia lp ’gGt^ 
or mon^, and 50 pataclcas anchorage for each vef^l j this 
is. for the captain of the port of Suez. " ; ; , !, 

Arrived at Sueii!:, ypu will d^ ‘w'ell to give’^fib^e tp. 
any ofthe^houfes yoh chufe to addi^ yohrfeK^ 
are thr^e f^rench ‘ houfes of note here; MefiC 
and JCk). MeflC Rofa and Ca 'and.^Me||^ PAiigladc and 
and thefe three are rich houfes, in 
whom you are very fafe. There a alfo an ItaIig;mhofebf 

credit 





i S 


fTJi :TiSir:i^TS oe v:isk' 


credit equal to.#icfeii iiTiti»ot fo-«kh ^. it is ?ini and Ca^ 
It will il mob?e‘than onelhip pomt 

tcl^drefs^^^rol^rc*' t(^4^^ate^ houfes, for by tbis mei 
you will be 0lm^. l^ve mcfrp iriendi,. iels 

aud mdvedateilijg^cc^ ‘ ^ 




- >■ ■^■'- 




Aai^vetioiTnew lu thnii^fiut^^tsadv^^ will- 

1tay$&tc^4m|Wer forany cbnfequ^ccsi You: 

•..lK|atvcn-':faw ■ oa’^irpf• them;; to be 
^?l^iydt^‘idiooey affiuw;v.Y^ eyes open, 

nimd deali#i^|r|i^y money.- Youtwill; however; be much fa- 
i‘ bctttrif<^ |iave markets,.-aaft^ be fooner dif- 

cargo t4Kji»ams unfold, you may 
> leave.ijp itt gl4M> foc\^ity,'whh % of its #»g. 

m Winter; and’ the,money will be either remitted to 
iEnglan^ .or leady for you hem at'yojjLr return, as you di-- 


'■H 


dayt nhd a^'half eafy 
^9“ 57^ 15^'. Ras" Mahomet,. 
the+>eaAem.fooTe of the entrance*into 
v;®sG^^^ ^aez, is in lat; 47® You fhould liakc: 

I. ^j^^while ,it’^be^ byE. at fartheft,, 

^r eall is the entrant of,%,ghlf which, has^ often. 

that of ^ firft inha^. 

•tef aS* i2'’4^;.-hcre.' 

>,w«cr,>0i^-pilot.- V 

^ are ho Ehg^fomefchan# Caifoi'litittthere- 

igi.'t^f^/’-iiWwnii^gYort of - fliarpcrs-f 
'' " ’ " ,ilEiai^;^0"Gteek ifls^s, or- 

Eeghc^n;; 
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Leghorn; and after an eflablUhment of^one ycar< bneak and- 
difappcar. Be careful of having any with thefe, 

for they will cither rob you th^rofelvcs, <H»ijCWay yoh^to the 
^ governihent,. or-both. Tjhier^vi*v[nb fafd9 but with the 
three French one Italian boufe, befoix mentioned. If 
you addrefs yourfelf to the government, in your affairs of 
tariffs and firmans,^^our may, do it through means of the 
Venetian conful, immediately'jjpon? your arrival* putstij|^ 
yourfelves under his proteifljpn. He is a-'man of honounnnd'. 
credit, and is a colonel in thefervice'of his ffate. .Let him 
fend you the tariff of the Bey ,before yoi^^cotpe to Cairo, 
or land*announce of cargo* and you wiU'fatisfy him. for* 
his trouble. He docs not tuade, but is ver^well-affedled 
I Bljl^ur nation, and there is no conful here bm tl^ French 
and Venetian. 

“ In a word. Gentlemen, I have fecn your trade to Ji4[da*. 
and it is a ruinous one, andUthe llierriffe, now poor andf 
hungry,, 'vyill eyery day rob^fk>U'' more and morCi • After 
the fcaling up the houfe, and €ixa<S):iag part of the edbfh of , 
the captains who'lliedat Jidlda*,tl^ere is no fafety for yon-hut 
either at Mocha or Suea,. 


I am always*. 

GfiNTLEMfiNi 

‘ Yoiui;jpoff,pbedieftt#nd'.t^qfi liumble ' 
To Captain Thornhill of the Ben> 


gal I^erch‘, Captain Thomaa . 

Price <f tkc' Lion, or o^ber 

^ Englifij Eiffels '«.«'• «’ 

da.”. ' « 


/*. s. 



tiEtAVlSLS TO DISCOVER 


638 


. S, **1 fend you it copy df the firman; alfo letters for the 
governort^l^mbay and Bengal, inclofing the fame; 
ydn will fd^Vp ttanllator be a perfon of truft, and have 
no intereft in deceiving; you. If I did not think you very 
fafe at Suez I wt^uld not write you. You tire to bring no 
eofifec, at any produce of Arabia, at J|^aft the firft voyage, 
till you make yOur terms here. I inclofe you a letter ^rom 
Iriie dbiief of the cufiomJboufe 


j. B.’' 


Copy 6f InftlfcfHon's from the Managers of the Suez Adven- 
venttare, to Mr Jdnu Shaw, and Captain William Grud. 

*♦* OEJITtEMEa?, 

f 

T itE proprietors of the .^ez Adventure having made 
'choice of you to conduct the undertkking, it is our 
duty as managers to give you the neceflary inllruCtions. 
Incited you will receive invoice and bills of loading of 
i^'tSES^|;b, 4 ndlikewifcOf freight loading on the Bengal 
‘1^^Hahi/bn account and riffc of the concerned, whieh }ou 
of in the ‘gMf of Mocha, Jidda, or Suez, on 
the aiflrunrbtgeops tcimrf/obfcrving at die fame time, 
aS'tKifiible,'fhe^ORdwing infiMidtions: 

fi i 

‘ A'8*^ib^'ji!*‘'finfbrefi!fen accidents may happen that we 

and* as the proprietors have^placed in 
ViS's^ Cdlifideape, we now fielecate to you, Gentle^ 

aDdf*a%ti^ty td conduct and matnage 
'this few‘*ukd<h?^ddcing) for %hich‘'your ctedic, as well 

as 
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as Gurs, is engaged ; and thougli we.Ucjpe it is unneccilaiy 
to reconimendto you as an obje(il of the g.c(M«^Jmportance, 
and on which the fuccefs of.^all-uaderta^^gs depends, a 
good underRanding and harnooixy^j^t^w^dlr thofc who arc 
to execute* fatisfiedithat your ,^|t:ention to the in? 

tereR of tlic psrdpa-i^ors, and your own reputation, will out¬ 
weigh every other conhderation,,aad t|aat noth^g will in¬ 
terrupt tl|at union which is foa^^lutciy necedaiy. to 
fuGcefs in new undertakings-like the prefent. 


“ You are to drawacommiilion of 5 per cent, on the fales, 
Mr Shaw, as chief fupercargo, will draw 3; and Capr. Greig 
2 per cent, and on all freight ip- the fame pr|portion as tlie 
cs^go. PaiTengers, or other emolumcnlS that- are cj^ornary, 
are to be equally divided between you, and no feparate inter- 
ed to be alldwed. As it is ufual in all voyages from this 
port, where there is a fupercargo, to allow pne-lixth of the 
cargo as privilege, in iku ||f which ia,c^p rupees,wAi|he 
divided between you and thPhfficers,on return of the lef- 
fcl. 




* Mr Shaw, as chief fupercar^,is to have tfwjjple ^ 
ment'and difpofal of the cargo, and Captain Greig\to |b.aw 
the eqtire management of thei||yigation of t,|:^,!vcile4 e^ 
ployed. At the fame tiine, we recommend atui delir^, that, 
in ^11 poims whicW^quirj^.adff.i#e in eh^r pf 
meiits, you confulrwith each otlier, m^ 

ftep be tak^en without fugh 

fliould diere be | difference in we eJp^ a ^|pute 

be made, and the,,ireaffn.fdi^:fu^cn,.t^|f^.q 4 ’|uj^^^^^ , 

in, order to.be 


]^ievent any rmfui^rflaad^g]<^ 
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we fliall feparate, in the latter part, the two branches of the 
naval and mercaiitile, and be more clear and explicit in each 
particular department. 

“The veflels to be employetLin the voyaifAace the Ben¬ 
gal Merchant, on board of which the cargo is Slipped. The 
Ciiddalore fehooner. Caplin Wedderburn, is granted by the 
governor f to the proprieeess as a tender, to atlift in the dif- 
cotr^Bp^ of .the paflage to Suez, and the proprietors are to pay 
half the failing charges. On her Mr Cunningham, a fur- 
veyor, is appointed, and both he and the velfel are entiiely 
under your diredtion, and they are to receive, from time to 
time, fuch iqilxuiStions as you may judge necelTary. The 
Suez pacquet is‘a fAall fchooner equipped tor the purf^e 
of attending the Bengal Merchant in the mod diiiiculi parts 
of the navigation ; and as fhe cannot be further ufcful af¬ 
ter your return from Suez to Mocha, we delire (he may be 
fold there, where frequently i^naall vcJTels fell to advai.-age^ 

“On your leaving the pilot you will make the bed of 
yoUr way, with the other two vedels under your charge, to 
the Malabar coaft, and touch at Anjango and Cochin, ta¬ 
king in there coir, hawfers, and water, or any thing you 
may Hand in need of, and' without lofs of time proceed di¬ 
rect to Mocha, On your arrival there you mull make in- 
-quiry if any pilots are c<3toe dqwn fror^ Suez; fiiould i^ne 
be arrived, lofe ai; little time as polhblc, and proceed up a- 
bove Jidda to Yambo, provided you hear no unfavourable 
‘ accounts from Suez., ftich as war, or any commotions at 

^ ^ Cairo, 


Warren Haftings, Efu- 
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Cairo, which you might think may endanger the fuccej& 
of the voyage. 

“ If fuch accounts are rumoured at Mocha, trace them fo 
as to be fully fatisfied there is foundation for them, and 
if you have good authority to credit the reports propagated, 
and are certain they are not fprcad with a view to difcourage 
your proceeding, in that cafe wc advife your proceeding to 
Jidda as molt for the intereft of the concerned. At Jidda 
you will deliver the cullomary letters to the baflia and 
fherrilFe, and, without taking notice of any further project, 
difpofe of your cargo, a-j the articles are all of the proper 
aflbrtment for that market, and we defire, in that cafe, you 
collect your returns as expeditioufly as poffible; and if you 
find any confiderable freight for Bombay, and the fcafon 
will admit your going there from Mocha, fo as to arrive in 
Bengal by the middle of October, in that cafe you will 
purchafe a cargo of cotton, ^d proceed here direcflly. 
Whatever filver you may have after the purcliafe of the 
cotton, you will pay into the Company’s treafury for bills 
on this prefidency. If you cannot procure a good freight 
at Jidda for Bombay, we delirc you will proceed from Mo¬ 
cha to the coaft of Coromandel, and touch at Negapatnam, 
where letters will be lodged for yod. 

“ On your arrival at Mocha, fhould you hear no unfa* 
vourable accounts of war, or any diflurbances at Cairo, you 
will proceed to Yambo, where you will again inquire if 
there arc any pilots acquainted with the paffage to Suez:. 
If you meet with any who, upon examination, appear ca¬ 
pable of conducing the veffel, we recommend your.j:aking 

Vojc.. IV. 4 M them 
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them on board, but ftill be very cautious how you truft 
them ; order them to condu( 5 l‘ you up the common travel, and 
keep the two veflels with you till you arc fatisfiedof their abi¬ 
lities, then wc advil'e your difpatching the Cuddalore the out¬ 
ward paflage, in order to furvey it Up to Suez, and give them 
orders to join you there. But fliould you be fb unlucky us not 
to meet with pilots, there will be no alternative but to pro- 
"eeed with the greateft ca:r€ and caution the outvyard paflage, 
w^h your two tenders a-head both day and night, till you 
reach Tor, where you will meet with pilots and water; and as 
we have reafon to believe the danger of the paflage is then 
over, if you find it to be the cafe, you will difpatch back 
rile Cuddalore to make a corretfl; furvey as far down as Jid¬ 
da, in the lat. of 21“ 30.' As it cannot be fuppofedyou will 
be able to make an exaft furvey in going up in mid-channel, 
you will inftrudl Captain Wedderburn to follow the fur- 
veyor’s order, but at the fame time to make all neceflary re¬ 
marks himfelf, as alfo his officers, and to finifli the lurvey 
as expeditioufly as pollible, and to return to the fhip at Suez; 
but fhould more time be taken up, and he finds it imprac¬ 
ticable, he mull endeavour to go to Yambo, and tlicre wait 
for the difpatches,if he can do it with fafety; if nor, to return 
to Mocha, and remain there to fupply himfelf with fuch 
neceffaries as he may ftand in need of, to be ready to make 
'the beft of his way to Bengal, as foon as he receives your 
difpatches, aiid the monfoon will allow liini to proceed. 

“ On your arrival at Suez you will inquire of the ma- 
fter of the port, or governor, whether or not he has any 
letters, &c. from his m'after the Bqy, refpeefting you ? Should 
he have none, you will defire him to forward the fliort 
letter !^om the governor, informing him of the arrival of 
% the 
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the fliip at his port. You muft not land a piece of goods, 
or enter into any agreement or contract, &c. till you hear 
from the Bey, and, from the anfwer you receive, confult 
how to a<fl:; but let it be with great caution, till you are 
pcrfet^tly fatisfied of the friendly difpofition of the Bey to¬ 
wards you, as we have reafon to expert the Bey’s anfwer 
will be polite and favourable, and an invitation to vifit Cai¬ 
ro. Mr Shaw wiU then proceed with the purfer, and any 
other of the officers you may think proper, with a few iaf- 
cars and fervants, properly equipped, to make the embafTy 
brilliant and refpccHrable. The letters, preicnts, andmufters 
of the cargo diould go at the fame time; and we recom¬ 
mend that, on Mr Shaw’s arrival at Cairo, after he retires 
from the Bey, he makes a vifit to the Venetian Conful, whom 
Mr Bruce has mentioned very particularly in his letter. If 
he finds him the fame perfon he has deferibed, he will re¬ 
ceive from him fuch necefiary information as may be ufe- 
ful in his future tranfat'tions, and will put himfelf under 
his protedVion in preference to the French houfes; but he 
will adl with extreme caution, till he difeovers fuch connec¬ 
tion is not difagreeabie to the Bey, with whom he muft ap¬ 
pear to be, on all occafions, perfectly fatisfied. We furniffi 
) ( U with a copy of Mr Bruce’s letter, to whom we confider 
ourfelvcs much obliged for the information he has given 
us. His letters you will find of great fcrvice in condudting 
your bufinefs there, and to which we advife your, paying 
flrieft attention. 

“ We defirc that Captain Grcig may remain on board the 
fliip’ till all the cargo is dilpatthcd "and landed, in order to 
give every necefiary advice in tranfporting the fame, and 
when that is finiflicd, Captain Greig is to proceed "to Cairo, 

4 M 2 and 
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and afford Mr Shaw any alfiftance he may require; and Ve 
defirc, and particularly recommend, tharj as fdbn as the 
cargo is fold, and Mr Shaw has made the tfeceffaiy obferva- 
tions and remarks on the reception he has met with, the 
goods That have fold’to moft advantage, and of the forts that 
will beft anfwer in future, and other occurrences, that you 
difpatch fuch accounts, by the firft conveyance you may 
have to Jidda, to Captain Anderfon of the Succefs galley, and 
dup^icati?r, by the Suez pacquet to Mocha, to Captain Wed- 
derburn of the Cuddalore fchooner, with orders for him 
to proceed to Bengal without delay; and we defire that thefe 
difpatches may be diredled in a large pacquet to the go¬ 
vernor for his perufal, with draughts and remarks on the. 
paffage. ' 

^ . 

“ As wc think it of great confequence that you ufe ali 
poffible difpatch in finifliin^ your bufinefs at Grand Cairo^ 
fo as to leave Suez as early as the feafon will permit, if the 
Cuddalore* has been able to join you after the furvey, you 
will then proceed down the channel flie has difeovered; but 
if, on the contrary, flic has not joined you, and that the 
Suez pacquet is likewife gone with the difpatches, you muft 
then procure good pilots, and, if poffible, a finall veffel for 
fear of accidents, and go down the ufual tra( 5 l of the Suez 
veffels ; making particular remarks on that paflage, proceed 
pn to Mocha, and you will attend to the former part of^our 
ihff^itiohs refpeftihg the dellination of the vellel, 

“ HAVING; 


< The CaddaJorc was loft in a ftorri' in the bay of Bengal, and Captain Wedderbum, 
^mwned btefore the conuncnctnient of the voyage, A fmall veffel, called a Gallcvat, was, 
cc^unw.ij.ed Caj^taift Moffat, who made the vojrage. 
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“ Having now finillied pur general inftrudlions, we 
think it necelTary to be more particular in each branch qjF 
your departments. ;, , : 

i 

’CuDSERT Thornhill. ; 
Robert Holeord. 
David Killican,” 


(Signed) 


To Captain Greig., 


“SIR, 

W E rely on your knowledge, experience, and good con- 
dud for the navigating part of the voyage, which is 
entirely intrufted to you’; and though we have defired that 
you advife with Mr Shaw on all difficult points, yet we give 
you a latitude to follow your own opinion, though contrary 
to Mr Shaw’s, but we exped you both enjer a minute, and 
fet forth your rcafons for being of different opinions. 
Should it be a point of confequcnce, we advife that you 
confult with all the officers, and their opinions are to be re¬ 
corded. 

“ We defire that a fair log-book be kept, figned by the of¬ 
ficer who leaves the deck at noon, in which book every re¬ 
mark and tranfadion during the voyage is to be infeVted, 
and no erafures muff be made, or leaches torn out. Inclofcd 
is a letter from us to Captain Wedderburn of the Cuddalore, 
direding him to follow fuch ordersas he may-from time to 
time receive from you... 


Aif 
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“ At Ingcriee you will give him written orders to keep 
you company, with fuch proper fignals foir day ^nd night 
as may be neceflary; and fhould he, by ttrefs of weather or 
any other accident, parx^ company, you will inform him of 
your firft place of rendezvous, Anjango and Cochin ; fliould 
he arrive firft, he muft remain till you come: bhould you 
arrive and finifli your bufinefs before the arrival of the Cud- 
dalore, you will wait two pr three days, and then proceed to 
MopJja,leaving orders for his joining you there. If by any 
accident^e fliould not join you there, and you have got 
piipts for Suez, you muft not lofe time, but proceed without 
him, leaving him inftrudlions to proceed on the furvey : but 
fliould it fo happen that you meet with no pilots at Mocha, 
and the Cuddalore fliould not arrive, we ftill recommend 
your waiting at Mpehaas long as you think it prudent; and 
if you have the Suez pacquet with you, you will proceed to 
Suez if poflible, and endeavour to make the ifland to the 
S. W. of Cape Ras Mahomet, that you may not make any 
miftake and get into the falfe gulf: but Ihould you find it 
impradlicable after making every prudent attempt, you will 
then have a confulration with Mr Shaw and your ofticers, 
and bear away for Jidda, following the diredlions in yonr 
general inftrudtions. 

“ The concerned has been at an immenfe expcncc to 
equip the veflels with additional ftores, which in any other 
voyage than the prefent would be fuperfluous, we therefore 
defire (fliould your voyage terminate at Jidda) that you en¬ 
deavour to difpofe of fuch articles of ftores as you are not 
in want of; but fliould you ai-rive at Suez, let them remain 
till your return to Mocha, and there, if you have an oppor¬ 
tunity 
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tunity to difpofe of them for the advantage of the concern¬ 
ed, we delire it may be done. 

“ Should any of the officers be good draughts-men, we dc- 
lirc you will encourage them to maJce draughts of every 
thing remarkable in the Red Sea, and we will make them an 
acknowledgement for their trouble; but we recommend 
that every remark, draught, or drawing of the pallage, may 
be collctfled together for the governor’s * perul'al i and we 
hope you will take proper care that, on your return, no¬ 
thing tranfpire till the governor’s fentiments are known. 
Should Mr Shaw be obliged to llay with the goods at Cairo, 
you are to let him keep an oflicer, and any number of 
lafears he may require, and that you can fparc them, 

rCuDBERT Thornhill, 
(Signed) < Robert Holford. 

I David Killican.” 


* Mr Hiitiings, Iicrc -jlluded to, with thtfe memorandums-and informations, difpatched the 
Swailow packet to the Red Sea, 


Mahomex. 
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Mahomet Bey being about to depart to give battle to hi* 
father-in-law, I .thought it was no longer convenient forme 
to flay at Cairo.j 1 went therefore the laft time to the Bey, 
who prefled me very^i^ch to go to the camp with him. I 
was fufficiently ctifed, Ijtowever, of any moye Don Quixottc 
undertakings. I excufod myfclf with every mark of grati¬ 
tude and profeflion of attachment; and I fliall never forget 
his laft words, as the handfomeft thing ever faid to me, and 
in ^^teft manner. ** You won’t go, fays he, and be a 
foldier : What will you do at home ? You are not an India 
merchant ?” I faid, “ No.” “ Have you no other trade nor 
occupation but that of travelling ?” I faid, ” that was my 
occupation.” Ali Bey, my father-in-law, replied he, often 
obferved there was never fuch a people as the Englifli; no 
other nation on earth could be compared to them, and none 
had fo many gre^t men in all profellions by fea and land: 
I never underftood this till now, that I fee it mull be fo, 
when your king cannot fi|ikd other employment for fuch a 
man as you, but fending Him to perifli by hunger and thirft 
in the fands, or to have his throat cut by the lawlefs barba¬ 
rians of the defert,” 

i SAW that the march of the Bey was a fignal for all E- 
gypt’s being prefently iui^iforder, and I did not delay a mo¬ 
ment to fet out for Alexandria, where I arrived without any 
thing remarkable. There I found my fhip ready; and 
the day after, walking on the key, I was accofted by a 
friend of mine, a Turk, a man of fome confcquence. He 
told ridiiliit’was whifpered that the Beys had met, and that 
Ali Bey had been tditiilly defeated, wounded, and taken. 

We are friends, fays ; you are a Chriftian; and this 
conheilion of the Bey with the RulEans has exafperated the 
4 V lower 
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lower forr. of people greatly againft you all. What is a day 
or two to you, now you are going at any rate ? Be advifed ; 
go on board your Ihip early in the afternoon, and make 
your captain haul out beyond the Diamond"*, for mifehief 
is at hand.” My captain was as ready as 1 ; and we accord¬ 
ingly hauled out beyond the Diamond. TIic weather was 
I'o clear, and the wind fo directly fair, that, contrary to cu- 
fl )m, we fet fail that very night, after being wirned'es that 
the mifehief had begun, by the number of lights and re¬ 
peated ftrings of mulkcts we heard from the town. 

Our vchel fprung a leak off Derna on the coafl:, where 1 
■was once before {]ii{>wrecked. The wind being contrary, 
avc put ab )Ut (hip, and lloc^d before it for Ciyprus, our veiled 
filled apace, and we were intending to put a cable round her 
waid wheii tlie leak was found. A violent florm overtook 
us tlte night after. I apprehend our Ihip was old, and th,. 
cjptain v/a*-' agaiii mncli alarmed, but the wind calmed next 
day, J was exeeediingly dtllrei'Ted with the Ciuinea-worin 
in ni\' leg, when the captain t aine and fat down hy my bed- 
fide. “ Now the matter is over, lavs he, will you tell me 
one thing ? it is mere curiohry ; 1 will not let any oiic 
know.” “ Before 1 tell you, faid 1, 1 dare fay you will not; 
what is it ?” “ Htnv many of thofc things, you know, fays 

he, winking, have you on board?” “ Upor^. the word of a 
m;ia, ftiid 1, 1 do not kitow wiiat you mean.” “ Ccs morts i 
thefc ilead men ! how niaiiv have you in thefe trunks ? for 
lall niglu the c rew wa-; going to throw all your bo#es over- 
hoard.” “ 1 C.U1 tell you, captain, faid 1, that you and they 
VoL. IV. .j N 3 liad 


* Till. Di.imoii i is ;i fmatl rorC, juft wiilioiii tlie of AIi:x;indiia; when ar 

rive tliere, they arc cIc.iilJ out, aritl n.-ver molUted lui'.hcr by ihc CjllointiOuA'. 
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had better been in bed fick of a fever, than becn.gtiilty of 
that unprovoked violence. ‘ Brutal comme un Provencal,’ 
is a proverb even in your own country; I would not wifh 
to have fuch a confirmation of the truth of it. But there 
are my keys, in cafe another gale fhould come, choofe out 
of my trunks the one that, according to your idea, and 
thcii'S, is likelieft to have a dead man in it, and then take 
another; and the firll one you find, throw them all over¬ 
board. I forced him to open two of the chefts, and, lucky 
it was, as I believe, for off the ifland of Malta we had ano¬ 
ther violent gale, but which did us no damage. At laft, 
after a palTage of about three weeks, wc landed happily at 
Marfeillcs. 


Ntdhm nttmen abeji ft ft prudentta ; fed Tif, 

Nos fadttitis, Foriuua Dcum^ caloque locamus. 

JUVEN. 
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W j 

Very cioiidle!:! e^ erywhere hut at the hori/.ou ant 


O' E. 

2 

5 3 

/3 

fouth-well. 

4 

6!rM. 

21 

n T 

68 

8 h E 

fllear. 


12 N. 

21 

3 H 

73 

SW 

A quantity of white thick clouds till all the air. 


2 'y K. 

2 t 

4 7 

02 

W 

Ditto. 


(i V E. 

21 

5 4 

74 

\V 

Clear. 

5 

^ M. 

2 I 

<') 3 

93 

E 

Ditto. 

6 tM. 

21 

6 4 

9 , 

E 

i'Dittc. 


J 2 N. 

21 

5 ' 

82 

Sb 3 V 

.\1I the air is full of svhitc flying clouds, the fu 
ajipears faintly. 


2 r.. 

2 1 

5 0 

78 


) Manv clouds. Tlie fun is hid only a little at wil 
Clear. 


6 E. 

2 1 

< 4 

7 ^ 

()2 

S 

iManv clouds iluou;houi the vvluce Iky. 

’ 6 

6 M. 

2 I 

3 

E 

Calm and Clear. ^ 


1 2 N. 

2 I 

5 3 

80 

8 

Clouds ill! the whole air. 


3 E. 

21 

4 8 

_n 

7 '^ 

8 

Overcaft, with thick clouds and thunder. 

, 

2; E. 

21 

; 3 


8 K 

Cioiids cover tiic wiiole air, and the lun liid. 


6'. i:. 

2 I 

5 - 

69 

8 \V 

Siiiail rain. 


6 ',M. 

2 I 

0 0 

60 

I- li 8 

Dvcreail with clouds, ■ all hut at north. 


12 N. 

21 

S 7 

78 

W 

Wliite clouds thro’ the whole ikv, the fun not tee 


2 

2 I 

7 3 

W 

Ditto. 


6Vf. 

21 

3 

7 ^ 

N • 

A few elouds and high, hut rhar in the l.ionztin. 

8 

6-. M. 

21 

7 3 

,39 

H 

The Iky is clear, wit!) very white thin elouds. 


12 N. 

21 

6 0 

P-/1 

.S8\V 

Cdrcat v.hitc flying clouds. 


2 F. 

21 

3 

79 

r-: w 

Ditto. 


6\ E 

3 1 

3 6 

73 

W N \V 

Clear and elondlels. 

: 

6 ; M 

21 

6 4 

6t 

ditto 

Perfectly clear and elondlels. 


12 X 

21 

3 ^ 

Si 

8 S E 

Large vdiite clouds flying all throiigli the firy. 


2 E 

-ili 

5 31 8c 

NW 

Ditto. 



Reglfter of the Barometer and Thermometer In AbylTinia. 


Hour 

Maruh j 

9! 

IO| 5 I 
6 I 


6 

11 6 


Baroincttr. -Thfr 


5 3' 73; 

6 3 6()' I 
6 3 fio 
I 5 ' Ho 
jSo 
3 o, 73 
3 71 


<'> 4 79 
t o 80 


Kciiurks on rhf Weather. 

Large white clouds flying all through the fky. 
(Hear. 

Small white clouds flying to the fouth. 

The white clouds arc become much larger. 

Ditto. 

Light clouds throughout the air, but heavy at N. 3 V 
Ditto. 

Very clear. 

All the air is covered with ve'^y thin clouds, but larg 
white clouds in the horizon to the fouth. 

White clouds flying throughout the Iky. 


74. WN W Clear finall clouds at the horizon in the north. 


6 2 Of 


3 4 73 


f 0 S1 


'21 0 0l O3 

30 79 

21 50 79 

21 f 0 72 
21 0,5 62 

21 f 4 80 

21 3 3 72 
21 6 o 70 

21 Of 63 
2J 5 2 80 


N K The Iky is covered with thin clouds like a veil. 

N W A few light flying clouds throughout the fky. 

W Ditto. 

N W Clear and cloudlefs. 

W Clear and calm. 

N \V Clear, only a few light clouds to the fouth-caft. 
ditto Clear, and a few' fmall clouds nc.ir the horizon. 

N F. Clear and cloudlefs. 

W Large flying clouds, the fun is covered. 

The whole Iky is covered with heavy clouds, only 
S ■ fmall part of the horizon clear at north, a fm; 

fhower of rain I'or a few^ minutes. 

S Flying clouds throughout the air. 

S S E A few clouds at call, the reft clear. 

^ Flying clouds throughout the air, a fudden viole 
I wind from the wtII which lafted f min, 

N W Clear. 

W Clear and cluudlels. 

S E Clear. 

S W Flying clouds throughout the air. 

( K B. Thennometcr expofed to the fun, and in h; 
? a minute mounted to 106*^. 


o wr 1 o (Ditto, Thermometer expofed to the fun, in halt 
2 E. 21 4 0 80 W b S 2 .’ .1.0 

^ I minute mounted to 110. 

6 E. 21 f 2 72 W Clear, only a few clouds to the weft. 

i8 4 M.{2i 6 4 60 S Calm and hazy, 

6 M.lzi 6 8 58 S Calm, all the air covered with thin clouds like a Vi 


Res'ifler «f t!ic Barometer ami Tlicrmometer in Ahyfflnla. 


Months Ilouis. i IhsrojTotur. Thcr. Wiiuli. 

I 


Remark* on tho VAVathei' 


Tkerinon\cter cxpofctl to tltc lun, inountcclj 


to too . 


i8. i £.'21 


5 ol 81 W A fcAV'light clouds in the eafl. 
1 -Thermometer exi'olcJ 


expofeJ to tire fun, mouLt-,.d 


to 107 . 

6 u.;2i ^ ^ 7’! W Cdear. 

19 6 M.iii h H ,'8:WN\V Ditto. 

■12 iN.lii t; ^ 80! >s Ditto,——d'hennometer exp(;!et! to the i.in, ioT‘. 

2 K.iei \ o Si* NW Ditto,-Thennoiiietcr Lo.- t‘d'- 

6 F..j2i ^ 6 y'^^V'NVv' Ditto. 

20' 6 T.I.21 b 8 6b T I Ditto.- 

C Larue lieavy clouds to the ttuilh ait^I to tlie can,i!ie 
12 N. 21 5 6 79 w ^ i,;j_ 

.j Thermometer cxgoied to the lun, f e ’■ , 


2 £.'21 ^ 0 80 N 'V 


Ditto,-I'liito,--- 

a irinnte inctmte i to t.; t". 
;s to the erili and r. (.11. 


\;i ii.ih 


6 It. 21 5 6 j ] chtto j I'lcavy clouds to the eriii and r.(. 11 . 

6 M. 21 67 62 K i (dear and cloudiels. 

12 N. 2t 9 '5 80 N'V yliiiu cloud; like a veil eowr t!u'ik)'.-'r'mrmod 

( meter cxpoled to the fun, lO"'-'. 

Clear, only a tcvv thin clouds to the north.-In 

2 £.21 4 0 80 '''' . half a minute the thenne'm,,t(.r exyoied to the 

fun, rnnunted to ic6’'. 

g j.', ,j , hJ j All the air Is cov.'r'd Arit!; thin elotid'i like a veil. 


.1 ^5 

24 12 


K (:yu 1 N (■ X. 

62 F. 

• A few hght eloiids jrrlng iti tlu io'utl).-Thenm;- 

Si T., hN ) meter, in half a miimtc, isCe to i 
ST -N N F ^ Clear, tiieniuiineter in italf a minute role to 111 ‘’• 
hjN\V A lew ilrcaky clouds iike a veil to tiie cat; ward, 
y Clear and (loudlds. 

( Large Avliite clouds, the lun covered.-I'hcnno- 

81 WbN ^ meter88'■'. 

8 -I 8 S ‘•''’'’c’l'cal willi white Imavy clouds.- 

" I Thermometer ex)H)ieJ lo the. fun, rofe lo 106". 

75 S Ditto, 

8 ^ W Heavy clouds throughodt the air, the lun covered. 
8\;\VN\V Ditto-Dltub. 

7 ;1 N W Clouds at the V/. and N W. tovAMrd.s the hnri/on. 







Rcgi/Vet of the BarOineter and Therniojncter lu Ahyiij'aL*,i 


jThu 


Ucmarks on the Wtaiher. 


I C K. 21 
12 ,N,' 2 I 

t’. 




6 0150’ SJ)E Perfcflly dear ami doudlds. . 

4 o| 84 ‘ S W All the air covered with white flying,clouds, 
j 3;!S4 I \¥ j Ditto. 

«! ' W clouds throughout the air, which come 

4 ,: j7i.', f Irom the eafi'agalnfl the wind. 


"i <■)' M-i 21 

N.'-i 

2 

() ■ 

2 6 M, 11 
^ 12 - N. 21 

3 ^ 

6 i. 2 i‘ 
§ Ol Me >2 2 ' 

ItOl M,* ■> 1 


12 NiUi 


6 E.Ui 


9 6 m .!-2 

5 

r 2 N 


j- C- E.' 2 I 

to 6 M. 

2 E. 

.6 in ,21 
■u. 6 M.' 2 * 
, X 2 ',N .[21 

J 6 




6 2*64 W liyS Ciioiids throughout die air.. 

4.6185 . ‘ 5 E Diao ^ 

A 6 oo ■ W Ditto,-the fun is covered. 

4 9 7 ^ ty ^ clouds.. 

6 ^ 1 ^ 654 ?^^ by S, Clear and cloudiefs. 

5 I jSa-i-i S L';, A few fl}dng clouds, efpeclally at the weft and nortli-. 

^ yS '2 j E .Ditto., 

■ J jftt; MS E Ditto. 

2 Q y 2 ' I-A few clouds through all the air, 

,! c Tx; S R.&hi, the drops l:ugc and diftant, that laded a ejuar- 
° ° "E '■ I ter of an hour. 

( Thunder, and very tliiek clouds at north-weft, lud-- 
d:n blafts of wind wh.ich lafled with intervals a- 
hout a ijnarter of an Iiour at ,i time. 

• « . .(The clouds a littleiightcr, but, the wind ftili ftrong. 

>I 4 74 - I- ,.>^th intervals. ! 

, ,. I Thhiidcr at the eaft fouth-eaft, the clouds are very 

11 2 f\ ifto I thick at oaft and uorlh-wcft, 

, ^ P cThe wind iilownshke a-leinjiefl, with lighlnin;,; at eaft 
‘ . and north, hlr k cloudi: at north-weft and north. 

1 ^ .J, ^Tiicreiicgins a Imall niower,thcn comes thunder, tlie 

n 5 74 y I rain increafes with a ftrong wind for 2 hours. 

<i’-o'^2 * — . . ...■■.I Clouds all thro’ the air, efpeclally at N. \V. and H.W. 

. oGreat heavy clouds all over the horizon, efpeciaily at 

I. C 76 NW J 

„ W IDiUO. • 

’xT C Heavy clouds at noith-w'eft, and thunder for lialf 

'■ »77S- ‘'W.i an hour, 

11'70 .. 1 Clear- 


” 5 77 U 


H 2 77 t ^ 4 an hour. 

11-870 --- Clear- 

11478 N iSmall clouds ^ the horizon at north-*wtft, 
II 2 76 ' W Cleafc, 
o 068 —— Diltttpandaftoudlefs. 

I I y 6 - N VV AU. the air is co-yered with a light veih 

113 76.1 ditto' 1X1% 

i 1 4744 N ' Ditto. 

.-..■.'0.43. 67 .. r €"," ■ . . .. 


Reg'iftcr of the Barometer ami Tli(?rmofnotcr in Ahyainiii. 


tonthij Hom. , Birawcur. iThcrj Windj. 


12 12 N. 

‘ 2 i:. 

6 E. 

13 6 M.! 


21 II 


!2I II 


14! 6 M.| 

I I 

|I2 NJ 


,j2I II 

.p-2 3 

.121 II 


Uemarks on ihc Weather. 


5 N ,'. A few clouds towards the honton. , . 

N W • White elouds all ilyihg over the air. 

- (llouds towards the horizon at weft atid'lpi^-s 

-tllear. 0 

1 W Clouds towards the horizon at north, 

W Small clouds at eaft, 

j. N W ■' A thin veil has covered the heavens,- 
ii N E A light veil over the fky. 
riWN\V White clouds in the call. 

NW Ditto, lighter in the fouth. ^ 

N A veil of white clouds cover the whole air. ' 
N N h Clear and cloudlcls. , ; 

ditto. White clouds like a veS fl)d»g through the air. 


12 K.! 

2 E. 

3 

6 E. 
iC 7 M. 


2 E. 21 II 

6 £.21 II 

17 6 M. 22 o 

.'I -j- E. 2 I II 
2 E.2I II 

4-1 . 21 II 
6 E. 2 1 II 

18 I M.21 II 

|2 N .22 O 
2 E. 2Ij,II 

3-,E.2I II 

6 J-. 21 ri 


N 

NNh 

ditto. 

I N W 

' ditto. Clouds at nortli-weft, clear at fouth-eaft. , / 

W Ditto. ' 

N Clear. 

N E Ditto. 

M «/ light clouds at north-weft north and north- 

' i eaft, all the-rifft clear. 

\XT flying -clouds through all the air, the fun ii 

I covef^l 

W Heavy clouds all over the iu|:, but clear, at weft. 

N Clear. 

N W Flying clouds throu^dioilt the air. i 

• z---Ditto.-^AfiBiall part dear towards 

I the zenith at fouth-eaft.;** ■ ; 

i Flying ckiuds throughout the air, efijccially at noftfi 
? north-weft and north caft. 
ditto, [hleavy clouds throughout the air. 

P „ (Heavy rain for 10*®!!!. tliuuJcr in the north, and 
■ fightning in thg^north'and foutJi.‘ 

N W Large white clouds fcattered throughout the Iky. ■ 
ditto. Clouds as ahcfve,'but very heavy to the eaft ward. 

'Heavy thick clouds at the nprth, lighter at eaft and 
ditto. • weft, the fouth dear towards the zenith, but heavy 
' doudtf^tt the horizon, tlje wind very violent, t 
IN W’ Cloilds thW'all the air,:andm‘at appearance of rain. 
At fevemKldock there was at the S, S. E. a fmAll white 
N • cloud, fromtwhidi came* great quantity of light¬ 
ning. Thunder, thro’ the night, but no rain. .'. 


Clouds as above,^ but more united. 


073 

7 . 75 r 




19 0 M.'22 0 


ij.,0 2 .. 


EbyS 

NW 

ditto. 




Reg^fler of the Barometer aad Thermometer in Abyffinia. 


Kowrlu on the Weather. 


91 


2^121 II 3 ,7^ "NW Small flying clouds through the air. 

^■,i.|2i II 177 ditto. Clear. 

6 M.j22 o 5 64^ N Pear and cloud^fs. 

2 N.;2i II 977^ NW The fky covered with a very light veil. 

3 E.'2i II 378 W Small flying clouds. 

6 E. 21 11 3 77 N E Clear, at four o’^jlibck, the wind changed to eaft. 
8 E. 21 II 377 ENE Clear and cloudlefs. 

6 m. 21 o 065 , SE Ditto. 

2 N. 22 o 2 77,.;;,;NW Ditto. 

1 ^'79 ^ Clear, only three fmall clouds near the zenith. 

6 E, igii i.i 378 ,5 E Calm and a few very light clouds. 

84 -^'si 11 7 * E Clear for three nights paft 

6 M. 22 o 763 NE All the air is covered with thin clouds like a veil. 

22 o 0771 W^,-Clear.' 

E. 21 II 679 W Ditto. 


2 ■ E- 21 II. 3i7() WNW' Ditto. 


3 E. 21 II 279 

4 E. 21 II 180 

21 11.080 
6 E. 21 II I 78 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

kP'ttto. 


7^'e.2i II NE 

8 ft 21 II 675 N I Ditto. 

9 E, 21 II 6 74. ? N E Clear ai 

10 E. 22 ^ -S E Ditto, 

11 E. 22 6'6 73^' ENE Ditto. ■ 

12 E, 22 0 o 73 NE.^sfi^itto. 


jPouds all over the horizon efpccially at well and 
C ndi;^ weft. 

^ Great clouds towards the horizon and black at north 
■ I weft. 

N I Ditto. 

N E Clear afld cloudlefs. 

S E Ditto. , 


1 i x u y j x:.! j 

12 E, 22 0 o 73 N E ,44i^itto. 

1 M. 2%. 0 o 70 E S E Small light clouds in the eaft. 

2 M. 22 o 066 Clear. 

3 M. 22 p 068 ' £ s, Ditto. 

4 M.|22‘ 0 1 66 S Eh i Ditto. 

5 m.!2x o 2 65 ENE Ditto. 

6 M.122 0 2 §6-3-. ditto !Ktto...‘ .1 

7 M.;22 0-270 ES-E QeaTijttid cloudlefs. 

8 M.|2i II 979 'ditto. DitttSl? 

DM.:22 o ai|6 VV'N W Ilitto., 

_■ .0 277 NVV;,'': pittd^ 

iYm.;22 o 078 ditto ijitto, 

12 N.'2I II 6i7U W 1 Ditto. 




Regifter of the Barometer aad Thermometer in AbyflRnia. 


0 

9 

§• 

Hours. ' 

Ihromtwr. 

Thtr.j 

Wiodi. 

April 

23 

■2 E. 

1 

21 

II ’oj 82 

NE. 


6 £.,: 

21 

I 

II 2 

1 

77 

ditto \ 

24 

6 M.j: 

22 

1 

0 2 j' 

65 

S E 

12 N.l' 

21 

II 7 ' 

79 

sw : 


2 li. 

21 

11 2 

81 

w 


6 [- E. 

21 

II 2 

CO 

N' 

25 

6 M. 

22 

0 0 

64 

ESE 


2 [- E. 

21 

11 0 

82 

W 


64 E. 

?I 

11 0 

79 

N 

26 

G M. 

22 

0 1 

64 

SE 


12 N. 

2 1 

II 6 

; 79 -< 

WNWJ 


2 £. 

21 

II 2 

79 

ditto. 1 


6-j E. 

21 

II 2 

CO 

N j 

27 

i2;,M. 

22 

0 2 

(56 

N 

6 M. 

> ^ 

0 4I 

^^3 

NE 


12 N.- 

21 

11 10 

78 

WNW 


2 E. 

21 

II 3 

80 

NW 


6| E. 

21 

II 5 

77 

ditto. • 

28 

6 M. 

22 

0 6 

% 

E 5 


12 N. 

2 2 

0 2 

78 

NW 


2 E. 

21 

II 7 

80 

N 1 
1 


6 1 - E. 

21 

II 10 

77 s 

NhE 1 

29 

5 -tM. 

22 

0 6 

67 ' 

ENE 1 


6-jM. 

22 

II 9 

69 

S ! 
{ 


12 N. 

22 

0 3 

79 

E 1 


• 2 £. 

22 

0 0 

80 

NF 


6 { E. 

21 

II 9 

78 

N by W 1 

30 

1 6 M. 

22 

0 7 

63 

E 


12 N. 

22 

0 0 

81 

NW j 


2 E. 

21 

Jli 

81 

WNW 


Kemarks on the Weather. 


0,-1’ 


Clear, only a few cloods at the north-wieft. 

Clouds all throughout the horizon exc<|>t ^at north 
weft. I. 

Clear.- /.= _ 

A few clouds fo the notth'and caft. ' 

Ditto. 

Clouds all’over the horizon, and a veil all over th 
Iky. 

Clear. : 

Clouds throughout the air, hut clear at foiith-weft. 
Flying clouds throughout all the horizon. 

Clear. 


All the air covered, the fun likcwife enverefd.^ 

Flying clouds all over the Iky, efpcciaily stt north 
weft. 

Clear. 

Small clouds through the horizon. ; 

White clouds In the north and eaft. ; 

Ditto. . ^ ^ 

All the fky is covered with -heavy clouds, wli|ch go 
againft the wind, that is,to, the north-weft, 3 fewj 
drops of rain fall. . , 

Clouds in the horizon, and a thin veil coverLog al 
the fky at north-eaft and Touth up to the zenith- 
White and hoary clouds flyin|g all over-the Iky. 
j Large flying clouds. 

lying clouds throughout all the air, they go towards 
the weft, a violent wind about mid-uight from 
the call. 

1 Clear. 

Moflly clear, with feme part of the heavens cover 
with a thin veil. 

Light dbuds flying in the fky. 

Strong blafts of wind trom time to time. 

I Clotidsi throughout the horizon. 

Clouds flyitig to, tfielmorth ai^ eaft. 

r 1 1 * 11 - — ^1-^ L. AfVvBr'tnl 


at iiorth-ealt.* 
Ditto. 




«j|k» 


j,i r.i I ; ‘ .a- i.tfiiTT8rif.ef-»iwa.wf? r., 






RagMer of the Barometer and Thermometer in Aby/Tmia, 



Kemj^ 


uti i)it; W fjilicr. 


■m 

'ii 


iW \ 

E.i2i ji 7177 

21 ir9 75 

22 O.1I77,' 

It, 3 b ’9 


6iM. 


12 ’k, 
2 £, 
6 J- £. 



ai II 576?- 

^2 0 7,5^1 

21 U 

21 n 


21 -I,I 


22 

XI II 381 

4 ? 7 t 
22 0 8 664- 

2 i.ji.,8 8 o 
i’2 O 76“! 



Large white clouds^all over tlichorizoli. 

'^Flying elouds.mucli united all over the fky, the eaft 
^ is the part Jthat is freed. ' 

fSTeavy clOiids' towards-the north, the refl dear. 
Flying douds at north and north-ead. 

Clouds as above,, itod alfo at the horizon. 

Thick clouds alF B^tr the horizon, and the iky al-j 
prod covered as. with a v4b 

thunder, and lightning, but in no great quan- 
i tity, all the iky IS, coveredexcej-tlngijal foulh-caft. 
,, ,JAII the aiy is cqvcred with thick clouds, a few dropsof 

rain fai half naft fix a veiy light rain began whichj 
lafted for'a’few minutes, and begins again. 

It,has begun a light ihower, which eeafes and begins 
again at intervals. 

Large clouds throughout the air, the fun,covered. 
Ditto. 

Large ipol^ng clouds^ the fun is covered. 

P,itto. ' 

ti^ds cveryw'heriejdined, and cover the wdiole air. 
Ligkt'Jyhig clouds, 
bmallWhite Hying plouds. 

Small white clouds in the horizon. 

Cjouds throughout the air, they come from fouth-j 
'7'iafl:, and go againft the wind. 

Small light clouds throughout the horizon. 

Chmds at daft, 

Heavyjrooving clouds throughout the air. 

United clouds through the air, appearance of rain. 
Great.clotftlswiuchicover all the air. 

Ditto. , . 

AH the air covered vvith white douds, it 'begins to| 
rain. 

Ditto —-D^to ;-it begins sto thunder. 


K'N'e 

ditto, 
NN W 
NE 

St I 

■ ditto. 


ATjght ftiowtif, which ce-afes in a few minutes. 
CloBlds the horizon efpecially at F.. and N. 

dear but the] 


whije^ flying .clouds, nothing 

N cover the whole air. 

" It has begun to rain c little, all the air is covered wim 


.clcwds. 



Regiftcr of’ the Barometer and Thermometer In Abyffiiia. 


Uemirki on the Weather. 












iA 

7 T-^. 

' • w 

iaut'ki 

Hours. 

Rcgfe 

j Baji-mticr. 

;tvv 


V 


1.4 

4; Sit 

21 

10 5 


6{- E. 

21 

10 9 


4 iM. 

aa; 

-O' 


6 M. 

22 

' 0 2 


12 K. 

21 

1 1 6: 


2 i:. 

2t 

1 1 0 



2 1 

1 I 2 

16 


2 2 

-0 0 


6 r-'- 

22 

0 2 


12 y . 

21 

11 6 


2 j;. 

2T 

II 2 


6k i;. 

21 

11 1 

'7 

6 M. 

.n T 

0 4 


' I*'*’*"' 

12 

21 

“ 7 

G 1 


21 

11.4 


6tE. 

21 

11 6 

Jr' 




INE 

1 

6 M. 

21 

65 

• • ) 

i2 N. 

? » 

21 ‘ 

3 6 


2 E. 

21 

3 .» 


6;-e. 

21 


2 

6 M. 

21 

5-8 


12 N. 

. 

2T* 

4 2 


2 Ji. 

■2 7 

CO 


'"■fik E. 

21 

4 0 

3 

6 M, 


5-8 


12 N. 

21 

4 . 4 . 


2 E,. 


, 4 , 9 . 


J i 

m 

644 

75 

74; 


V.'ii.i 


N 

■'NE 


Ivcuurks oiv, 44 ic Wcallicx. 


rh'iii^ (lioweafor t<jn minutes? Uie i’un dear. 


62 


/4 

74 ;; 

7 °^ 

63 

69 

a$ 

65- 

63 i- 
671 

68 -; 

67; 

i^a'. 

68‘ 


( 'Ihick black clouds, thniider at fouth-eall and vio- 
I lent llglitningi ; 

S E ;A large ^lick cloud at wcfl, all tbc red dear, 
ditto Ditto. 

N \y Great dnuds flying to north and call, /enith clear, 
ditto,, White clouds towards the horizon, zenith dear. 

N E One fnigle cloud*covers the Avluil^flcy equally, 
uCi,-^, ,di*^to Q^jir, only a very few avhile clouds at the horizon, 
ditto. Clear, only a few white clouds r.t weft, 
sSEvary.f Large clouds at N. N. W. all tlie lieavciis covered as 
ii;U)Sw > with 4 veil, wind changing to N. Nk W. 

, N A great tdoudf covers the zenith. 

EN E United doud^^cover the whole air. 
ditto,. . pear* 

Tliiek cloud.s to the norllt-weft, and tliunder from| 
the fame quarter, 'Uidthe r.ilier part of the iky,j 
I clouds, Jjdng againft the n ind. ‘ 

N E [All the Iky is. covered with clouds, it threatens rain 
N N Wi covered with black clouds, it liglitciis 

,^fp, and threatens rain. 

I The weft is .til full of heavy clouds, wliiclt readies 

W ■< i- .l-I .r .- ll •.'I j 


from tlie horizon fothcz.cnit! 


N 


I 


j It begins to rain heavily, and large drops- 
M XT wS'^^ covered with thidc doiids, erjicdally at 

^ the loath and weft- " j 

Between this and the laft obfen'ation three or four 
fmall fhowers, and the whole Ik.y covered with 
thick clouds. 

^ Flying clouds through the whole air cfpceially at 
north and north-weft- 
j Flying cihuds through the air. 

-Ditto; all this afternoon have fallen fmall 

Ih.owers, which lafted for five or fix minutes at aj 
time. 

Tlie flty at prefent is all clouded. 

All the air is covered with thick clouds, -at the E. 
airf.'N. E- the air a little thinner. 
i'All air covered as above with thick clouds, and 
I the fun not feen- ' 

N I Scattered clouds through all the fky._ 


•■N 

■ N 

'■ N 

NNE 
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N N E i Bb.cl' r'oi'.ds at N- aivd W. tlit- S. perfeftly clear. 
^ (jClu.xli ;.ll uv'ir tl.c hcaviui:;, it rained a lift 

^ ill llu’ iiu'ti 

1 1 lie (outh cov cfr. i' v> ith a thick .'■loud, the reft of tl 
Leavens co' e’^ed "4 !>.fl'V'irg clou;ls,hul oretty he 
W ; at halt aft fwcKt it Va'licd vic’cntlv- 


N 


21 
21 

21 


S 


N } 
ditto 


4 9 ^’5 
4 

4 


^ The ','nih c'-vered ^vitI.■ \ er's'^ iliick chnids, ivith fon 
^ tlnir d<'V 

N N F ^ rhi.l; ciuiids at north and weft the reft of the he 

‘ I VL,:'j elt-jr. 

N j Clear. 

tN E I There ha? fallen a little rain for about tea minute 
N I '^hick uiHul? hut the fuu ayipcar'-. 

^Cloud? in the iiori'/.ou tt' uorih aud weft, very fn;; 
^ ( cknidc in the left of the air- 

N>! E j Cloudy, all the heavens arc jurfcblly covered, 

(Very tu'avy cl('iulscov!.r the win !c air, coming iii 
I from the f. luh, if rnii'js M'vy vit/icutly. 

( Flying cloudn tfuo' the whole air, cipecially at tl 
? horhon- 

(Heavy clouds throueh the whole air, it lias raim 
very heavily two or three times. 

Ditto, 

-j.Scaltcred cloiidsthroughout ilic a.ir, tfuccially tothe 

g P (.‘Ml ihe air is covcrccl with h.cavv thick clouds, ai 
I it begins to rain wnth grwit violence, 
i (It has continued to rain e\ery liaft tuiuute, to fix ( 
? clock, \ii',i'. violent claps ('f thunder- 
T.T P (It ftill coniinncs to rain modciatJy fur three hot 
' / in the night. 

-j Cimids In the I'orL'on at 8. and F, 

N \V All the air is covered with thick cloud.s. 

N --Ditto, hut lire fun a;'-'cars. 

SEvaiyiii, f'I'lic fouth is 1.,'V' red, wiiii thick hl.ack clouds, It 1 
^ r.'ined fevcral times he* v.'Ceri -mir ai,d i;ve. 

I-, p f Small r.iin fin' alr-'iit an lu ur, cloud;., llyi,’,!'; ilirou 
/ th.c air verv hc;wy in ‘he lioii'/on to llic .h- 

-j Heavy cljud- from -^c lonfh-cail to th.c weft. 

K ik Ic I lihick clouds to tlie fouth and w'eft. 

(Clouds in the fouth .and in the taft, toavards t 

4 I' 


h 


VoL. IV. 
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Rcgidfr of tlic Baro’neicr .inj Tlicrmunielcr in Abyilinu. 


jMonlhfc! Hours. H.ii-.ur.ttci. j rhcr. Win.’.;. liunirlsi, on iIk Wci'.lier. 


' i 1 . c . • - 

15 12 X. 4 763 ' dittc. j ('louilo lliroii^'Jiont tin: whole air, ii llnmdcrs wlil\ 

V loin IincrvaL 

. 1.21 4466 ditto. and pTe,n ..ppearances of jain, it 

^ ■ f lightens at loutli. 

. , ,/r VI.- (d'liich eknuis to the foutls, thiluici thrciiiyh the reli 

^ ( oi tile air- 

^ (Dark nriil r.n every hde, whieh l.tri-.d only half 

.U 6 M.Z. 4 .,(,4-1 

12 X. 21 4 3 66!, N N K i Heavy eloiuhs throujrhout the air efj ecially to llie 8 

^ j ,, (Cllouds throughout ilie air, it li.--', r.f.ocii for three 

I,. 21 4 5 ^ limes viulently, but of lliort iluuitiou. 

f, ^ XM,- ) Blai.k elouda throughout the ai--, v.’l'h vit-lent ligh.r- 


6 i:.2i 4 166 


16: 6 M. 21 4 g'64 


2 K. 21 4 5 66! N 


61 V. 21 4 2 66 N h. 


17 7 M. It 4 (,63 -! Flying (.lout!-.thrmtghoutthe air, ( fjnehdlv ill the 1 *'.. 

o , MT U-ight eloiul;., !>ut doiely niiitcd all over tile fky like 

• > ( a veil, and iumcthmg bhiel.er to the h. S, \V. 

1 Blael: eioud.s lliroughout tlie air, a viokiit rain ha.s 

12 N. : t 4 /; 66 ditto ‘1 fallen for a quarter of an hum the wind S. 8. \V. 

[ and N. N. F,. alternately, 

I About half p.ill one, a moll violent rain witich 
2 E.21 4 263 NW j hilled a qnaiter of an hour rioh.iil, and eonluni 

t thunder with lightning the whole afttmoon. 

,, ^ „ ( Sky COM .-ed with ilark elmuls, and a violent r.ain he- 

64E.2I 446,3.; 8D j p,,e,!.ic-hLrliedtwohi.tn,s. 

, . ,, (Flying thron<ihoiit tire air hut heavleft to- 

^ ^ (, wartlo the Jouth. 

12 21 4666 NE [ Fleavy Ic.itteied clonds throughout the air. 

2 it.2i 4 " 65 ditto Kllouds as above, only the horieon at 8. 8.W. is clear. 

, . ,, t'Fhick b! lek clouds ihroiiuhout the air di.cciallv at 

C:,E.21 4 d -‘4 j Iburh Ihuth-wdl. 

20 7 M. 21 5 164 _! (ilomh Icattcred every where throughout the air. 

['I'hiiL iloiids tlirougdiout the air. 7 he liigheh cur- 
12 N. 21 4 803', N ■' rent Ironi the loutli, the lowell conies fn'm the 

I j [ north V iih great rajiidity, rain and thunder. 

2 I'.-ori 4 6ku; S F. j Clouds a-i above. 

j 1 [Raiu and \ ielcnt iluinder, whieh l-.-'-gan at live in the 

^ , T*> .... ... 1 1.21 - 1 11 . • 1 . ^ -.. 1 . 1 .- _ :d 


h-l-E. 21 44,63-; SE j 

19 7 M. 21 46 63 Fi j 


2 E.2I 


C ‘ E. 21 4 4 64 1 e'lillu. 


20 7 M. 21 5 1 04 


12 N.21 


4 't’C-I 


()', 3 1I61 


■ V - 

1; 7 M.;2i 5 163,- 


eviuiug t.ud lailcd till midnight without iutcrnril- 


(Clear, only a very few 
f the fou'.h-wcft. 


clouds in the horizon tbi 


RcglRcr of the Barometer anj Thicrmomctcr In Abyffmu 




Barometor. ; Uier., Wmd*. 

i _ I 


vn Wc.l h^T, 


2 i!i I ‘ M, 21 5 b'66 N E 


C Clouds thick, and heavy at. llic call a;ul north, vio- 
^Icnt rain. 

rThick clouds to tlie north and wefl, at cafi Ibuth- 


Ir . Tir C J hick clouds to the north and welt, alcaltloutli- 

r a N', 21 s Q o' \v J , 

' / call clear. 

2 E. 2 1 4 (j ()4 ; NNE [Clouds Icatrcred t!iro;i,.>ho!it the v.iiole air- j 

' ,, CrvJanv tliick cloud ' io tlie north ai.d eat;., windchan^-i 

6 ’ E. 2 1 A GO-';' ditto I . 1 e V’tr 

^ ^ I ■ ( in^ iroiii th.at to S. \'. 

I ^ XI T- (Clear, onlv a few clouds to the horizon, arid, a thick 

'' I + o j ^ n'-di to tlie rK'Ilii. 

I2 It,‘2 1 4 dltio. j Clouds tiiruughoLU the whoie air. 

I V Li X- mtI It is clear near the horizon tc* ;!ie S. W. current 

j ^ t C cCiT.ing Irom tC:!. iv. Vv , 

I , «. r Clouds ihroiit'.hout tlie whole air, with milt and rain, 

“• ‘fj''' ( a violent wiiid in the night. 

! \r \<T K- u S l iving clouds tlirougii ilic air, elpcchaHv uorth-wcfl, 

r ^~ C, CSa; ',,1 .,„a 


‘2T 5 i;h4 

I I, 

.■:i 4 (jo:; 


I w j--Ditto; to tli.wvcil of ma-tii it lias rained often. 

k,( Alhhc heatetis eotefed wiih very thick clouds, it 
IN !\ 1 '. J ., ■ 


- threatens I dn. 

I ! f'i'hick clouds tiuw.;;. Iiout the air, whieli come from 

;.eM o’''" NK I nc'iLii-'.veil, there is a curretit thinner which come!' 

j j ! iVom the ionili-wi-i't. 

,. C I ( Cloud,s tiiroip.hout the whole air, a g! eat (juautity 

'■ 4 h.-h? ‘ ^ of mill going fenthward, thunder h.kewiie. 

2 i;.j2i 4 “'h^ N I’i Chmd.s thrt'ugh I'll the air, and tliuuiler. 

■■ i.jai 4 4jh'; N 1 ica\'y cioud,'; linoughout tiie air. 

2- 7 S'.'21 9 C/jhi ,-Ditto.-—the fun covered. 

i ' L. ( Clouds as alxne, the higl'cR current of clouds come 

4 -04 ^ \ horn the louth._ 

2 t;.j'2i 4 vG,\. ditto. The Iky overeall, it rains sideiitly. 

6‘j.' 21 4 hnn;; NT Ditto.— It hegiiis m rain iuiail rain. 

J ^ I ,,, , ( Clouds throne hour die whole air, and fo heavv they 

j 6 h‘M.2i 4 8 621 N ) 0 1 ■ ■ 

f ■' f Icarcely move. 

12 N. 21 4 Smd NT i Di*'to 

L [, n -o rBlack rloudsat fouth fouth-\verl,lighterfiyingclouds 

, 1. 2. 4 3|.>4 .S.S E j » . » 

6'’, K. 21 4 6413 Heavy clouds thn tigbuut the whole air. 

27 7 M.^J 5 7l<>o'- K’ T Tight living dotids. 

^ L Mr S Vet y eloudv, {ometimes there comes a ])!all froiji the 

12 N. 21 5 4 C4, W i eaflwi.i/a little rain. 

'2 F. 21 i I N [Thick clouds throughont the air, it rains. _ 

r~" 4T2 


ji2 rs.|2i 4 ,''64 


26 0 ‘ M. 




R'egiRcr of the Barometer and THermorncter in AbyRinla. 
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Monthi 

Houri. 

R.irotnt'ttr. 

■'■'"•I 

rnii.’.. 1 

JUNr 


0 


' i 

1 


27 

6[ E. 

21 

4 8 

(>Zl' 

NNE J 

2S 

6\-m. 

21 

5 7 

6n 

ENE 1 


12 N. 

21 

5 3 

631 

NE ' 

■ 

2 E. 

21 

4 9 

62 

NNE 


6‘. E. 

21 

5 3 

Gil 

ditto. ' 

29 

Ti' M. 

21 

5 4 

61 ! 

j 



( 


12 N. 

21 

5 0 

6,31 

NE \ 


2 E. 

21 

4 8 

63 

ditto. 


"G-< E. 

21 

46 

G2' 

N 

> 

30 

7 M. 

21 

5 3 

6-2 

s 

G2} 

% 

NR 1 


12 N. 

2 E. 

2! 

21- 

5 2 

4 7 




G;- E. 

21 

4 9 

62: 

SE 5 

JULY 






1 

6’ M. 

2 1 

5 2 


ssw 


li- N. 

21 

5 J 

»3 
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a j;. 

2 1 

4 9 

62 ’ 

s w 


t;. 

.t 

5 6 

583 

NT 

2 

G M. 

21 ■ 

G C 

•>7 

S 


I 2 N. 

21 

5 7 

O5I 

N\V 


2 E. 

21 

5 7 

('S-. 

ditto. 


G j E 

■2,1 

6 .3 

"3 

Nbwj 

4 


21 

6 9 

57 .; 

ditto. 


12 N. 

;2 1 

G 95 ') 

N h E 


' 2 E. 

21 

6 3,C2i 

1 N r.irvinp 
, to E W 


61- E. 

,21 

1 

6 9|59 

N 


Remarks on the WeitJxr. 


the welt ami fouth, quite clear in the zenith. 

Light clouds all over.the Iky, hut in the Ibutli a liti 
heavier. 

Heavy clouds, the higher current oi'wiful routh-\vc!t 
the lower nnrth-eail, It threatens rain and vio¬ 
lent thunder aild lightning. 

Small rain and thunder. 

Thick clouds through all the air. There arc current J 
of air which carry the clouds I’oinc to the W. and 
and others to N. the lower current N. N. E. 

Clear, there arc a few llrcaky clouds in the horizon to 
the fouth 

Eiglit flying clouds, thicker towards the horizon 
the fouth-weft 

The air quite ovcrcafl. 


to the foutli-eaft turd fouth-welL 
J Heavy clouds through all the air, it rains; two cur-j 
rents of w ind from the N. W. atid N. E. 

Icar, excepting a few clouds in the horizon towar 
the fnuth-eall, it thunders. 

‘Heavy clouds throughout the air, great appealancci 
of rain. 

Many clouds flying throughout the air. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.—Erpcria’ly at fouth-eafl. 

Tiiick hcavv cloud.s throughout the air. 

Flying clouds throughout the air. 

White flying clouds throughout the air, they feen 
higher towards the horizon, tlic low clouds cover-j 
ing the uurth-caft. 

Ditto. 

'^i’hick clouds to the north and uorth-wcfl, lighter lir 
■ all other places. 

Many finall cloud.s throughout the air. 

Rain and very tli’ck clouds throughout the air. 
Frequent clouds' tlircughoiU the air. 

Ditto- 



Rcglft^r of the Barometer and Thermometer in Abyflima. 


Months' Hcuts. \ Biromeler. Thcr 1 U inJs. 


Kctnark' nn tMf sV.i 


^ 1 , VI SIT (flying clouds throuehont all the air, and dark-^ 

;m =. S 7 .J 8 N\V »„ toL 4 ti,. horkm i 


i: N.2I 7 160 NhE I Thick dmuls with vioient rain. | 

2 E. 21 6 8 62 N N W j Tite chmcls arc icatlering, but remain thick at AV. ' 

, ^ Very thick clouds to north north-welt and north-! 

bAE.at 6 759 eaft, the rciUiear . , . ! 

XT (White tiyiiuT eloujg throughout all the air fecminui 
C) 7 2 96.: N J to unite In fouth. 

t2 N'. 21 6 8 62 N N W j Vcrytiilek clouds, thunder and lightning in the S, 

2 E. 21 6 6 59 N 1 Clouds imiting tiiroughoul tile air. 

XT 1^ f Clcarj only a verv few fmall clouds in the horizon 
7 5 ;m.2i 7 1 77 NL J towards the eaii. 

f Violent min, the wind changed hrft from north then 
12 N. 2. 67,-4; W j 

Tliick clouds tlirouirhout tlie air, rather clear in 

= r,.2, 6 ; ;„,NN\V 


C Clouds through tlie w-hole air, hut efpeclally in the 
6 E. 21 () 5 77 I ^ horizon to the north. 

C Datk clouds in ilie horizon, everywhere but in tin 
8 5 ;m. ;i 7 1 ,:tl N j „ovil, is clear. 

12 K. 21 6 , T.' N N \y I White clouds throtighout the whole air. 

2 t. 2 1 6 > 77: "'i,f>'|I^itto. 

(7,,, 6 “ -( j'rJ ( Chick clouiis in the horizon, every vvhcrc but in th. 

' 7 *^ ^ { norih, where tl’.ey are verv black. 

g .1,^, ,j - , Clouds united all thrc.ugh tlic air, the north onl; 

^ ‘ ‘ \ clear. 

,. , J 1-7 7, 7^ XwiyitK'S^^'h'uds all over'the horizon, they K’cni to crofs on 

^ another in tlie zenith, wdiieli as yet is clear- 
^ J.J 77 , ,7 , SThick clouds over the horizon, thclc from north-eal 

j ' ' ( and ii(>rth erols one anotlier in tiie louth. 

6' f-d2! 6 s 83 I Tidek clouds unitt in the.fouth. 

10 'm*”! 6_ 7 W (^ he north, the foTjth, fmilh-eaft andfouth-wcil ai 

i ‘ ^ i ‘ ^ i ciivcri'u witli clouds. 


, (7 J". j xj fWldic clc.'iids in great raafl’cs all over the iioiizoi 

■''j i I tlic v'cni'.h clear. 

2 r. 21 6 ij'’ "! N j Clreat thick clouds ti'ton;‘hout. 

, (7, 6 i'-- NT.-r-.i-c-jW'hite flying clouds ihr'TUghont the air, only blai 

■ ■ j' -* ' C'h'j_ wed near the horizon. 

II 5;m. 21 6 W I Clouds unitcd_thro'.igh ull the air- 


12 N -1 6 


; ' Y/ black cloud - throughout the air, ih.under at 

' ■' I dhi -iK-e V hh b rt 'heirs of rain. 
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. 2/4 


ii ’; bl.u-k cloiuls cover the there has fa!!tir a 
(. (hiai^‘-hovver. 

1:’.'. k olack clouds thi'oneli all the nir, they cniuc 
( Ti-oin the north above the Mountain of Kolcain. 

I rmio, 

j i)itto. 

K N ii I Ditto, 

(j tUnuds th.vnup;hout tive whole air, excepting the. wcllj 
I whicli is clear. 

ditto, j Clear, only a final! cloud in the weft. 

Ra'u, and tlie Whole air covered with clouds. 


\v 

i: 

N 


In h. 


u, N 

\v 


Moucrafe rain, the air covered as above. 


w 


Larp;e niaiies n{ cloud.-, cener the wh >le air- 
I ^ Clear, i>r,iy two very fnuill clouds vitdde in thehori 
(' /on to the eaft. 

iVery t'uek clouds throup;h all the air, excepting in 
( the eaft, which is clear. 




Nr. 

N N E 
W 

N varying | 


N 

N 

N 

N 

N'W 

N 

N 


eaft and iuuth-wcft. 

Rain. 

All the air is covered willi very thick cloud''. 

Ditfn.—Witli rain. 

I Very thick black cloud.s come from north-eiifl, ami 
to N !>;}■! ) iouth-cafl, a thick mill at north wliicii is very 
[ low. 

Tfnck cifiiula at north, and \crv low. 

1 Wiiite clouds Hying througlioui the air, heavy ato.j 
jThitk clouds united tliroughout the air, iicavicr atj 
fm-’.h and north-eaft. 

Very liiiek mitt to the north. 

All the air is covered with clouds joined together. 

'I hick fiat clouds through all the air. 

Ditto. 

5 Hying hut Icattcrctl clouds through all the air, they 
( come from call and foutli. 
vS W j Thick clouds througii all the air, efpeci dlv at .S. V,', 
yVjyy ^Jouds throughout all the air, htit blackLil towardsl 
\ north-eaft, aiu! mntli. 

Thick clouds, whicli come in great tjuantilic.s from 
the north. 

(llouds throughout all the air, but thickeil towarJ.s! 


N 


N 
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_I_'_j___ 

' ^ ^ M ^ ti} !'!'!; cIo kIs t'n'oiiyli'M'r ;,!! ihe air, two cur-i 

-’i ’■’• ‘ (_ iviiLh ni’ one itoin l'\ l';'j odier froia N. 

6 N NW Ca()lKl^ doA!;: uni'uc! tlsroupbceit ; 11 tl'.c air. 

(, ; N (iloutk ctrat Iroiii ncrth-eall aic very low and heavy. 

5 (J-S All the ait is eoveavi with clouds clofely united- 

I- , O-ar>e clou'.is Jlyint: ihrnii:’h a.I! (he air, ilicy cornel 

6 6|0i _, \V ^ I'rom ii(nli)-we!i .ai'l .r;h-ca'l. j 

6 o:t>3 N U'Ml the air i". coverrJ widi ih i:d'. ; 


IhuT',. 

U ifftlT 

■.-I'., Iri.ri. 

I 2 N. 

31 

.ikii- 

2 r.. 

21 

6 1 If s 

1. 

Z t 

(> 4 i'A 

f> St. 

: j 

6 (21?^ 

13 K. 

> ? 

6 

3 it. 

: I 

0 cf '>3 

£. 

21 

6 2 j 5 y'. 

6v M. 

21 

6 658 

> H. 

21 

6 .2 AI 

G\ L'. 

z l 

6 2Lsy 

6 M. 

21 

fi 

I 2 N. 

21 

6 2A3 


I covered- i 

i 1 • . • ' 

Idlouds {i vliig tlironghoiit tiic air. 1 

^'I’liick fh.ing i loads frotu tite call, 1 iLe - • - i - 1 nitre ! 
( eonri' to Meet thrai I'roin the rveil- ! 


2 J.. 2 i 5 i;lo 4 ^ 

h i • 21 .j 'i'liick clouds at nonir they come to an iionh-caO. t 

' (' .;.|w Vv'I n VV Thlek i!)iiig clouds throughout all : ho air. 

2 E, :i 6 iV'islKNiK Ralu. 

rcil inaOlv ol'cloudsat north-wed.- 
3 6 21 6 yi.r^ S\Vh N 1 All tlie a.h is covered with cloiuh. 

12 ^ 21 6 hpy isj It r,lilted for r.)U(.'rdmitcs. 

2 ! it f> ip". X l-'lying clouds tliroriylKuit tlte air. 

21 6 .’■ly \ X l‘i i k.dii, wirli cloiiils united all over site ail. 

fj J,, ,j x W ^ rdouds-uf joini.d all or .t ;lic air, .md a *;ri!l 

‘ r ? comes from Jouth. 

13 K. ; I 6 7,.')') X’!'. I Heavy clouds throughout the air, it rain.s. 

6; I. 2 1 6 2 ^ 5 'j X j The who!' ■'h'/ is nwercd with clouds, it rains. 

«) J't 21 f) 715 *-’ X he hj All tlie ru-covered wi;!'. .'loiids, 

1-' N. M h AV 1 i.i;.. the <-h.uds crof; frt.in uoith-wcri 

^ I nordi and iUii'di-cali. 

2 1. 21 f) c 5 ^i NN h. Large ilyiag c’uties at urrth wide’’ '.eiue from call 

I- 21 f) ! 5 '"' i ditto. Large cloud ; rt"ini'-ill ih: 1 !{'■’.U'.c.c. 

51 A- I 6^1,^ ditto. Hying eluu-d;, they come lieoufut all owt the .;iv. 

<2 N .'I 6 459,' S \V i Large cloud,-, ail over tils ail'. 

, ^ ~ xntr (United clouds through all the ah', r.’.id are v.'. v low 

^ a liream 01 nitil gi.Cs coulttuUv to '.rtc o. 


f i)io4 W 1 Rain for a I'evr mutuie.-. 


6 

2 ' 

2 I 

6 

55 -’ 

2 

K. 

I 

6 

y.T) 


I. 

2 1 

6 

aj.ih 

() 

j't 

2 I 

6 


'i 

N. 

21 

6 

dh- 


1 . 

I ’ * 

6 

cjfb; 


1. 

21 

6 

did, 






R';gLldi- of tlie B.iro'.neter arid Tfiermam?tc?r in Al)yffiaia. 


f>T)tli6' Mould. 1 ’Tlifi, Vviiv’s, 


1\ r.n »h: 


. L, r ‘ M ^Allrheftv is covcTeJ v/ni thick clouds, tlu 
0 O. o 1 ffi IN K ' p j' ’ 'It 

■^ { y-' '( clt CO ne rruin io'un very quickly. 

71 6 M,;:i 7 o;j4} SW j 4 tfiidv mill covcfb liic whoU'air. 


U 2 6 c,cS 

2 li.hi 0 ?.,6i 


Dirto. 

S W The* ck'iid.” hei'vier to i!io fou.tli. 


r,.K, ,■ r I Ml ar S J Ire clouds are a.l toi icl iliious^J out the air, ’.here 

o', h 4 ;o IN b \\ j . .. r v,. . , 

j ( is a iireiini 01 iiult comui<; irorn the noitli, 

8 6 M.bj <5 7 7 ^ ‘ N N W I AH the air is covered witli clouds, d rains, 

"f A ' ^I'hict; clouds throuHi all the air, they come from! 

■ 2N.2. 5'*'- 

E. :■ 6 JC2 inf;? ! Dirto. 

, r, , ,, , Thick ailoitds throup-hout the air efnc'dc'llv ar noith, 

‘J 6 M.di b 5157 NR j Thick clouds in great nKdre.s through ail ill-'imii/ori. 

I’ nLu C J;V' m\v iio the air, tiiey co.ne 


13 N. .u 


Jhiol N\V 


from nonh and Ibui.h, 


a r ’ I b I bj ' w s tlirvough- 

I ' ( out the,air, tliev came from noiih and foiith. 


I Rain and thick clouds thnmghi’ur t)ic .lir. Txvo cur- 
b;. r. 21 (> 1 jS;, y’'s'(v® 1 ofaviml, the one from the Ic/iith the otlier 

[ from ihe iioTlii. 

10 6 M. 21 6 956,5 N I:', j Thick rlondi. lou'r all the air, 

Clouiis !r>ivt.-u with iatge f] .ices of clear. The clou .ls 

12 X. 21 '6560;, W < com.c rVoni the tall tviil-.'lei.t riolcucc Hgaiidl the 

I wind, 

I Thick clouds throiif^lunt the au-, two currents of 
2 i:, 21 6 2 5 o N N K i wind, om; irom n(;i!it-c: r ibc ilicr fro u norlIi-| 

W'di, croht on*; aimJu'i. iiuiulrr in the Vf. 

All the coveii'il .iddi thick eh'uds, 'i lic upjier 
^ o XI ciDTi-i ' from the , die next from north, and 

' - thclmrio itvvi' tvi touch'the earth, llicycrofs 

with great vtT ai/ an.! force. 

11. 6 M. 21 6 6 -,6 .N" H b,.;i(ii;, ' uo', .;r th.,* wlmlc face of the fkan 

, I , f n- (fllor'' shn m'-ha ur'.he air, the wind ill two currents 

13 N,,2 1 t) 4 III a If a , , , ’ 

^ ^ !;■'ith ..nu 'outh. 

2 £. 21 6 5 ,y N by r ; r.ndcradc lain the whole fits'overead with cloud.s. 

^ . V thiih clouds ilimuflicut llic .lir, 'I'w'o c.urronts 

6 ; E.b t 624 ' .cIn^P ‘ ot wil'd, the high'xtl from north, the Icweft from 
j north-call, 

13 6’,m.:2i 6 9 j 6-5 N’N E I.-iglit clouds cover the fky like a veil. 


6 : E. 21 6 2 4 


Regifter of the Barometer and Thermometer in Abj^HnWi 


Kcirjarkt on Jhc Wiaihcr. 


13 12 N.' 2 I 6 6,61 i W 

' 2 E. 21 C* 4 62 

7 - s, a I C 2 60 N 

' 14 6;,m. 2 1 6 9154 N] 

^ 12 K. 21 6 4 ^Vi 

2 E. 21 63 60 1*1 

6', E. 21 6 2 58 N N 

15 64M. 21 6456, ;'W 

12 N, 21 <2;30It ^ 


Large clouds near the horiton, efpccialFy at nrvrihl 
north-eaft. ... " 1 


/• L ^The iky is overcaft with thick clouds-fttnl dofe’v 


u:iit«l at fnufh. ^ , '* ■ . ! 

Black clouds,«aij-very bwdiwhc horizon. Two cui-l 
f rents- of wind, the one eaft, Ibuth-eall the oui-v;| 


6 -i E. 2 1 

d/M.-ii 

12 N.21 

2 E. 21 

6 -^ E, 21 - 

17 6 M.jai 

12 21 

2 E, 21 

6 j E. 2 I 

tS 6 M- 21 

|l2 N. 21 

2 E. 21 
64 E.j 2 I 
^9 bjM.jai 
12 N. 12 I 
2 E.iai 
64- f.je I 
20 6. M. 21 

12 N.’2I 


C 2 60 N > 

, ■>' ‘ 11 trort'i, whleh crofs each other. 

69554 NB t Glpuds Wowing about tuehofiaon, the 7-:ii;u» dca' | 
r . Vfi-rt ' (A current of cIoiu]s:n.’m north and fouth, tliu-odct a.'uj 
’ f ^ L-s * lightning though all the Iky. 

, , - w vat^ C\^iolent rain, it has tlmndcred two boats v;'i:hout In. 

c 360 ..^3- 

6 2 58 N N E Bjifge-flying c-louils tlL^oughout tlic air,' 

6 4 56 • W iirtto. 

6;3 S14 : N Clouds through.a}! the air, and it begins to raip.* 

Black Cjouik Ttyo currenis of air come from the 
r r MNfF* Mountain of the StJn. It has 

^ ' thjinderedandUghtned aliaiiernoon,;muilie Ught-3 

m9g4’uns in iKcets'upon the earth like waten 
675-7 Tho-^y ovc-^ft with thick clouds. 

^ 6,58 .N,.-’! Ditto.'.-, , ; , . _ , > 

6 f N N F fkytftrfircafl with clouds,excepting iti the fouth, 
2 011 IN weft dear. . . 

6''2 60 ditto- I Thick clouds ihrougliout the air. 

6 8 56'- ditto- Thin clouds fike a veil cover the fky. j,. 

6461^ N Thick black clouds cover_|he Iky, and come from N. 
^ -Gouds-tts above but thickeft at foUtli. , 


6 2ho] NNE 


6''2 60 ditto- 

6 8 564- dittp- 
6 461^ N 
6 3 i 6 it 


g -j 6 o N b P'S clouds throughout-tlie air, efpccially at north 
-iv weft, 

^ 9 55N E 1 Thin clouds cover the air like a veil. 

6 4. fi'i ? N W i^ory tliick clouds throughout the air, it rains, clouds 
- , C cWJie,from north atid fouth., 

6 4 ^ 1 ^ NW Ditto. , 

6 41,5 74^ NNE Black clouds all over the air» 4. , , 

8 j5 64 ditto. SmalUight donds fly thrmighout tlie air- 
651614- ditto. Rain,tji^nider, and lightning. ' - - ' 

6 3I58 jNbyE BlackcWvj^^y.ovef tlicjiiy., 

•6 3|oo jNNE Ditfo. i-. ; , ‘ 

6 0564- ditto. Flytit^cljjllliis.coi^'ihfe whole ^ 

6 r r; T 1 M M ■ur' beguis ^9i;,r^fl,jllouds' very heavy, theyjt^e from 
‘ \ north anddgthh, afld ingi ||l| .j:be zenfflh. 







Reglller of the Barometer atid Thermometer in AbyiTmia. 



Regiftcr of the Barometer and Thermometer in AhyfTinla. 


nffis Ilotirs. I Baj’omctcr. jTljcr.l 


Kcmai'kft on Jhc VVcatlicr. 


ro- I 
271 6^eJ 

28'' 6 M. 


29 6 M. 


30 6 M, 


2 ];. 

5 1 '., 
:rr. 
i 6 


() ', F. 

2 t) .a. 


2 t. 
t)'- F. 
.3 6 M. 


4! Ci . 


21 6 4 59t 

21 6 8 57 

21 (>461 

21 6 458 

21 7 0 57 

21 6 5 (52 

21 f> 462 

21 6459 

21 6 6 56] 

21 6 459 

21 6 363 

21 6 458’ 

21 ^'5 57 
I21 6 3 62 

21 6 3 64 

21 6361 

21 6 8 56; 

21 6 362.] 

: I 63 63 

21 04 I'iO 

21 6 0 57 

21 64 64 

21 6 3 65; 

21 6 3 611 

21 6 6 58*^ 

21 6 463’ 

21 6 4633 
,21 6 3 6:1 

21 69 56; 


Thick clouds, all the air is covered cfpecially at fouth 
and north. 

All the air is cloudy* 

Clouds as above a ilormy rain at north-weft. 

N I Thick clouds in the horizon. 

- j^arge clouds flying throughout the air, erpccially at 
I fouth. ■ 

W Wandering clouds throughout the air. 

N N W Clouds as above, but thicker. 

N Large malTes of clouds from the N, W• 

N Both caft and weft are covered with thick clouds. 
(Great clouds throughout the air, violent rain, thunr 
C der, and lightning. 

NNF clouds throughout the air, and a moderate 

" C rain. 

[Very thick clouds through the whole horizon, thefc 
N - go in currents to the fouth-weft and north-eaft, 
but leave the zenith clear. 

N Idght clouds throughout the air. 

N Llying clouds, but dark to the fouth. 

N Large clouds cfpecialiy at fouth and north. 

NN E Very thick black clouds cover the air* 

^ N E Clear and cloudlefs* 

I ^ i Thick clouds cover the air, they come from north 
' I and fouth. 

N N E j Thunder at fouth-vveft. , , 

N ] Dark clouds in the horizon, efpccially at S. W.. 

NE i Clear and cloudleC-j. 

-, (Thick broken clouds, they ftream from north and 

I N Ditto. i 

!-Clear fmall clouds in the horizon at N* W. and S. 

[ NNE Clear. | 

I ^ ( Clouds throughout the air cfpecialiy at north, thun- 

I 6 dcr in the eaft. 

i MvaTing ( Moderate but conftant rain, coming from the notth- 

t to N F. weft-. 

N N E i Clouds in the horizon to the nortii and riorth-weft. 
ilNbyE Clear. ' . 


4O 2 



Rcc:iftcr of the Barometer and Thermometer in Abyffirila. 


Kemarlt* on the Weather. 


4112 N.'2I 6 7j6l j ENE 


2 Ii. 2 I 6 4460 


6?e-!2i 6 7 58? 


5 6 M.hi 
12 N.j2I 

2 E. 21 
6 | E. 2 1 

6 6 M.21 

12 N. 21 
i E. 21 
61 - E. 21 

7 C M. 21 


7 358 
7 o 62 

6 5 63 , 

7 01601 

7 I 57 
6 6 6.^1 
6 4 66 
6 461 
<5 8 57i 


NNE 

N 

N N\V 
i-N N E 


NNE 

ditto. 

N' 

NE 


12 N. 21 67 61^ 
2 E. 21 4 0 62 ; 


64 E. 2 I 
, 8 .6 M. 21 

12 -N. 21 
2 £.21 
64 E. 21 
9 6L«. 21 

12 N. 2 I 
2 £. 2 I 


^0 6 M, 2,1 
12 N. 21 
2 E. 2 I 
64 E. 21 

11 6 M. 2 I 
12 N.21 

2 £.21 
6y I. 21 

12 CjJ?.?! 

' 12 "N. 2t 


6 460 N 
7,267- .NK 
6 66? WNW 

6 46V . NW 

C 54 N 

7 3 j 8 (. *^4 

6 7 67-: 

6 568- 

6 r 66 NNE 


7 ’ 2 |i 8 v 
6 t 684 

6 5 ^'9 ■ 

6 6 64 

7 C160 }. 

6 5 { 6 C 4 j 



E varyirte ■; 
u.NE 

NNE 

ditto 

N. 

■NNE 

NE 

N vrir^’bg 
tojNi: ' 


C Clouds throughout the air efpccially at weft, violent 
f thunder and lightning. . 

5 Clouds throughout the air, and rain Which feems to 
i be violent to.ihe weft ward. 

iVety thick clouds rlirougiiout the air, efpceially at_ 
^ call, fouth, and fouth-weft. 

All the air is covered with light clouds. 

Clouds w’hich have overcaft iril the air. 

^ Ditto. 

Violent rain and ckvuds evetywhci'c efpecially at N. 
C Small clouds throughout the air, they come from 
( the fouth and north 
Large clouds4hroughout the horizon., 

, Ditto. 

Large dark clouds from the north and call.' 

-Light clouds flying throughout the air. 

A moft violent rain, which began with north-call 
winds^hnt.changed to weft, and ended in a Jiail 
Ihower. 

V^lain and .thick cloudsj the.rain comes moft violently 
? from north-weft. 

The (doads are united through the whole air. 

Light clouds in the horizon. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Low' dark clouds in the nonh-weft and fouth-weft. 
Small white cloud.s fcattcred through the horizon. 
Liglit fmall clouds through the <iir. 

'Creat clouds through all the horizon. 

, C Black clouds in the horizon to. the W. N. W. and S. 
i W. 

Clear and cloudlefs. ■ 

Thick cloud.s throughout the air. 

, .vSmall flying clouds throughout the air. 

Large clouds occupy the air- 

Ditto* 

Violent rain from N. E. and the whole fky overcaft 
’.|Thick clouds throughout the air. 

Light clouds coyer tlic Iky like a veil. 

Clouds cover the .‘drwhkh come from the ric rth-cafl. 



Regifter of the Barometer and Thermometer In AbyiTi.: 


nlhij 

Uour^. 

PT. 

12 

6;e. 

*3 

6 M. 


12 N. 


Ri.iiia.ks 1111 ths P'ta • 


2 E. 

f)~E. 

14 6 M. 
12 N. 

2 N. 
65 E. 

15 G'M. 

12 N. 
2 E. 


iC G-iy. 
12 N. 

a E. 

6 ■- E. 


12 N. 
Cl E. 

18 6 Il¬ 
ia N. 

2 lE. 

blE. 

19 6 M. 
12 N. 

2 E. 

61 E. 

20 6 M. 


21 6 
!12 N. 


6 3 C3 
6 8 59 
C 4C6 
6 -3 66 

6 561 

7 2 S 9 


S vaiyin^ 
to S K 


Jjjromclcr. j'lhcr.j Wiiids. ' 

^ '.* . 

G -V 1 7; S Light clouds towards the zenkli, Heavy 11 1 

^ \ the horizon at north and welt, iigattiii), ■ ■ 

21 6 9IC7 InNE [clear. | 

r L , jW S WC Wlhtc clouds fly throughout the air, which ' v, oj 
I ■ from north-cafl and Ibuth-well. j 

21 6 416 j- Clouds as above but more frequent. 

21 6 ^62 N Large black clouds in the horizon at fouth, 

21.6 958' N N E Clouds cover the whole air. 

21 6 465 N N W Large cloud$-from N, W.jand tS. E. 

21 6 3 66 ditto. Large clouds thro’ the whole air. 

21 6 3 63 , Black clouds in the horizon at north. • 

21 6 H 59 N N E Ditto. . 

21 6 466 Svniyinc 01tto: 

21 6 3*^*^ N The clouds are lighter. 

v,j r. .fjr (All the air i.s covered with tlilck clouds, lightning 

j ^ J atnorth-weft 

|21 72 59 N N E The whole air is covered with thick clouds. 

|2i 6 761.1 WSW- Ditto. 

i2i 6 465 (jitto. Ditto. . 

|2i 6 5 61 N It raitis vIoIeirdT, thefky all overcaft. 

21 7 258enjjsj B ^ cloud in the horizon 

'' at weft. 

21 6663 >5 W the iyr, which come north-eaft 

t and fouth weft 

21 6462 N. Thick clouds to the horizon. 

21 70581 <■ 

21 6 4 67 E • Clouds fly through the air. . 

21 6 467. ;!irNw Ditto. 

21 6462 N Ditto. . ; 

21 6 8 58;, N E, Clear. 

21 6 4 66 by F, Many clouds throughout the air. - 

21 6 4641 ditto. Large clouds darken the whole air. 

21 64 63 ditto All the air is covered with clouds. 

■’I 6 8 "0 NF S Light clouds cover the air tfiicker towards the horl- 

’I 6 4 06 NW throughout the air, they come from 

21 6 6 tin; N E I Ditto. . ■ ' , 

21 7 .057 Is by E! Clear. = ^ 

11 G r 6^! M W (A quantity of black clouds ftuijijghQut the horizon. 

-I 05.0, INVV^ they-'move from.the.,D«^^«^^ 


6 665 
6 4 62 


0 4 02 N. 

7 0 58 ; 

6 4 67 E . 
6467. 

6462 N 
68581 NE, 
6 4 66 iS by F, 
6 4 641 ditto. 

6 4 63 ditto 

6 859 ,N E 

6 q 06 NW 

6 6 tin; N E 

7 .057 Is by 

6 5 60I N W 




Rcgiflcr of ilie Barometer and Thermometer In Abyflinla. 


Months 


D;»romct . 

Tlici. 

MiPf. 


0 


•1 

21 

■3 E. 

21 

6 4 

64 


6; E. 

21 

5 

64 

• 22 

6 M. 

• 

21 

7 

>. M > 

J / J 


13 N. 

21 

3 

67 


2 E. 

21 

6 3 

68 


6 j- E, 

2l 

6 3 

631 

' 23 

6 M, 

21 

6 458 


12 N. 

21 

6 3 

67 


2 r. 

21 

6 4 

65 


F.. 

21 

6 3 

61 

. 24 

6 M. 

21 

6 858 


12 N. 

21 

6 3 

65; 


2 £. 

21 

6 3 6(1-' 


25 6 M. 

12 N. 31 6 3661 E N E Ditto. 

2 iv. 21 6 2 68 NW Ditto. 

6^ k. 21 6 3 62 * N 'lEc clouds are heavier. 

26 6\ia. zi 6 659 N E Ditto. 

/c /-o T.' 1 vt\S trong Uiualls of wind come in ftarts, white clouds 

12 N. 21 6 aott E byN 5 V• • c a 

•' ^ I through the air, coming irom nortii-ealt. 

2 li. 21 6 2681 NE [Ditto. 

G-j-E. 21 6 263 N Clear. 

6 M. 21 6 -8 69^1 N N E Clear. 

12 N. 21 6 3 68 E by N Ditto*.—But a few flying clouds. 

2 i. 21 6 269} N E Thick clouds feattered aliout the air. 

6j-E. 21 .6 3 63 W N W Black clouds in the horizon to the S. andW. 

6 m. 21 7 I 57’ NE Small black clouds flying in the welt. 

z' i',o r. ( Small white clouds in the north north-call and north- 

12 N. 21 6 4t>8 ditto- ) 

E. 21 6 3 70 ditto. Ditto.,, ,i 

' ('! E.| 3 i 6364 N; , Clearj excepting a few fmall clouds to the W. | 

! «, 2i 7 0 58 NE' Clear. 

42 .v,:;.! 6 4 67I E S E Ditto. * 

L -i. ...Klto,.,,. . ' 


2 li. 
6i-E. 

27 6 M. 
12 N. 

2 li. 

Clf., 

28 6 M. 


I E. 

' (.! E. 

2 ;! M, 

,12 -V, 


21 6 

21 6 
31 6 
31 6 
2 1 6 
31 6 

21 6 

21 6 
21 6 
21 6 
21 6 
21 6 
21 . 6 


Rcmarka on the Weather. 

Ditto. 

Tliick clouds througliout die air, the lower current 
comes from the fouth the'other from north-eall. 
Clear everywhere, excepting one cloud in the hori- 
([ zon to the weft, 

f A dark cloud is i'plit into many and covers the whole 
f air. 


Small rain, the clouds arc thick and heavy, they 
come with the wind from north-eaft. 

Clear ftnall clouds to the horizon at weft 

Thick heavy clouds throughout the air, which come 
from nerth-caft. 

Thick clouds and thunder at weft. 

Thick black clouds throughout the air- 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Thick heavy clouds throughout the air, efpecially 
at fouth and weft. 

Thin cloitds cover the whole air. 


txr T nr^i • 


.I21 6 

.'31 6 

,21 7' 

,:2I 6 

.|21 6 , 


■ 




Regifter of the Barometer and Thermometer in Abyffinla, (Syg 

Hours. I Barometer. Fhi Winds. ! Remarks on the Weathrt. 

; 1^, ,, I Flyinc: couds throuc;hout the air, lUcv come froi 

CtE.lri 6 ,,| 5 f,; N ^ n. E. and S. E. 

6 .M. 21 6 758 - N E j Clear. 

j r 21 6 0 E S E |Whitc light clouds throughout the air. 

! ^ XT I Clear except a few fmall clouds in the horizon t 

6'E.iai 6466 N 

f) M. 21 6 9 (j'S N Fi Clear, only a few clouds atfouth-wefl. 

N. 21 6 4 69 W Clouds cover the whole air. 

E. 21 6 460 NbyW Clear. 

() M. 21 6 859^ NE Ditto. ( 

12 N. 21 6 4^9:^ ditto Ditto. 

2 E. 21 6 t N Cloud.s throughout the whole air, clear in the E 

, ^ XT Clear, e.'icepting a very few fmall clouds at fouth- 

6:rE.2i 6450 N cart andfouth-weft.' 

f) M. 21 G 6 bo N N E Cle.ar. 

12 K. 21 G ,5 N E Ditto. 

21 62 »■;- N Ditto, 

, ( Clear till mid-d.ay,it then overcaft and rained an hourj 

6 M. 21 4 to ^ violent thunder and lightning. 

>1 21 6 )4 Criiick clouds near the horizon at north-well and 

fouth-weft. 

0 M. 21 ^ ’ N Light clouds throughout the air. 

2 N. 21 3 14 N Small rain, the whole fky pvcrcall; it thunders. 

2 E. 21 ’ 3 j ^ _ N Clouds throughout the air, a little rain at S. W. 

),-E. 21 02 >1-5 N Clouds throughout the air. 

6 m. 21 6058 NH Ditto. 

2 N. 21 62)8 Ditto. 

6|e. 21 6 2 14 19 h F, Dll to. 

6 M. 21 6 G ig pit'o. Clear. 

12 N, 21 6 2 68-a 19 F Clouds flying througli^the air. 

2 E. 21 61 }j N by E 'The fky is overcaft, but the fun appears fometlme.s. 

Rain and violent large hail, it failed about half an 
hour, and came from the fouth againfl the wind, 
3-^ E. 21 6 I 67 N E fome of the hail nearly half an inch round, itlayj 

upon tlie Mountain of the Sun near one houej 
without melting. 

G tE. 21 G 2 G1I N Many clouds through the air. 

G M, 21 6 7:584 N Fight clouds flying throughout the air.- 

12 N.21 6 2:65;- NE Ditto. 

2 E. 21 6 ii67 j NW Ditto. 
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Regliler-of the Barometer and Tljiermomcter in AhviHuia. 


MofltllJ Vh'Ui-s. j Binri'cter. jl'hci 


on the 


K 6v- E. 2T C O Cl 


12 N. 21 
2 E. 21 
6v E. 21 
12 6{;M. 21 

12 N. 2 I 
a E. 21 
C ^ E, 2,1 
i;< 12 N. 2 1 

I4I 21 
15! O.' M 21 
N- 21 
E. 21 
2 6 6^-M. 2t 
12 N. 21 
2 E. 21 
6y E. 2 I 

1-7 64 m. 21 

12 N .21 
2 E., 2 1 
C-i-F.. 21 
18 6 em, 21 

12 'N.'-II 
2 E. 2 I 

6 i E. 21 

10 C-rM.'2] 
fia Tf*'2I 
! 2 E,f2I 

ar* 

r. |J’ 4 21 

‘ 'a^r'' ' 


C o'Ci' N >^''^”‘'■5'I'llEfs foiue c!';uds ; iL-. tail and welt nc* 
' ' tin; iicn/,on. 

C-j-M-'a! 6 8158 N Snv.di cluuds I'catti^revl ihrp 

12 >'.*21 6 OiCC' Large clouds come f.’.jiii I 

C^E.iai 6 liCo **N E Dark-clouds throughout 1' eu 
10 CjM.jai 6 6ic7^ ditto. Clear. 

12 N.pi 6 -a je^ ditto. Clouds 11 jdng throughout t'ic ivr.t^'.o fun covered. 

6' E 21 6 jjCi ditto. I Violeut rain thunder aud iighnimg, 

n 64 m. 21 6 6r7.| dhto. $M ch 

^ fouth and fouth-well. 

64 _ S W White flying, ckiudsfronvthe S. Iv ind foutli-wc- 
6 I ' 6 o 4 N The Iky is overcali, and there is appeal aacc of rai 

6 3 60 N The air overcaft with thick clouds. 

■6 -8 56 N E Thin flying clouds thmughom the lir. 

6 2 \3,iiW S "W Thin white clouds to the well and to the north, 

■6 o 'Sir N - Large moving clouds tlu-oughout the air. 

,6 NE Ditto. 

6 I 64 5 N hy W Ditto, the fun covered. 

6 o 63 N All the air is covered with clouds. 

6 2 5o.r N E Clear, 

6 ■■} 66 ditto. Light flying clouds throughout tlic air. 

6 0 6 e N Clear. 


i ^ - 

6 I 60^^ 
6 3 60 
■6 8 5^ 


o '1, 'I ' luuge 

,6 I ^3 ' N E Ditto. 
6 I 64 5 N hv W Ditto, 
6 o 63' N All tlu 

6 2 5o.r N E Clear, 
6 'j 66 ditto. Light 

6063- N Clear. 

6 c 58.5 N N E Ditta 

6 2 66i N W Ditto. 
56 o 94 W White 

• 6 o 66 ' N Dittp.- 

9 SO N E ■ Cletir. 
6 i ^’] I t> W Cloud] 
6 r6r! N White 


56 o 9|- W White clouds flying throughout the air. 

•6 066 ' N Dittp.—They come/roin fouth-eaft 

^ 9 59 N E ■ Cletir. 

6 1 67 ! t> W Cloudy’ 

6 i;6rj ' N W lute* clouds come from the fouth-eaft. 

'6 I t'6 Clear. ^ 

6 ^ JO ■ N E Ditto. 

6 1(67 NW Clouds throughout the air. 

6 ojhyiiNby W Ditto, 

6 oi6^ j N Clear. 

6 by E Thin clouds like a veil cover the whole fky. 

» 6 11674 ditto. White flying clouds throughout the air. 

6 01694 SW' Ditto. 

<i 016541 NW Dkto- 

6 4t58|' N E iDitto- , p 

6 Ij67 |NNE Small flying clouds throughout the air. 

t fey 





